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In order that you may derive the maximum enjoyment from this jine instrument, may we earnestly 

suggest careful reading of this manual before takilzg your jirst roll of jilm. 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT YOUR MIRANDA 

In cameras with coupled rangefinders, the lens and the rangefinder are operated simulta­
neously but are optically entirely separate entities, while the viewfinder is another separate 
entity. The rangefinder is mechanically complex with many moving parts which rarely stay 
in perfect adjustment in relation to the lens. Accordingly, the photographer who uses such 
a rangefinder frequently finds his pictures not as sharp as he had hoped. The viewfinder, 
on the other hand, usually contains no moving parts to get out of adjustment, but it is 
optically so imperfect that the photographer cannot tell with reasonable assurance what will 
be included, and what will be excluded, from his picture. In ordinary snap~llOoting the 
inconvenience may not be great. Today, however, photographers are becoming increasingly 
demanding. 

More and more photographers are demanding that their cameras give them black and 
white negatives good enough to make very large prints and color transparencies good enough 
to project on to a large screen. Interest in fine pictures, artistically composed, is increasing 
a nd many photographers are demanding 35mm cameras which will enable them to compose 
a nd take pictures which formerly would require the use of large ground-glass-back cameras. 
Increasing numbers of photographers have discovered that small subjects- a single flower 
taken closeup- often make beautiful pictures. Technical, medical, and scientific workers are 
making photographs, frequently under extreme and exacting cond itions. 
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T hese a re the bas ic reasons why the single-lens refl ex camera is today enjoying increas­
ing popula rity compa red to the coupled ra ngefind er type. 

In th e fi rst place , the Mira nda single-lens refl ex camera offe rs the advantages of ground­
glass focusing . T his is the mos t exac ti ng system , the only one which uses the lens itsel f, has 
no moving parts o ther th a n the lens, a nd never ge ts out of adjustment. It works equa lly 
well at a ll dista nces from infin ity to extreme close up, w ith a ll lenses from telephoto to w ide 
angle and even w hen ta king pictures through a microscope. In addition a beam-splitter (which 
has no moving pa rts) is built into the center of the ground glass. It offe rs a n a lterna tive 
me thod of focusing, by lini ng up the two ha lves of a spli t image or a m icro spli t ras ter. 

The grou nd glass on w hich the focus is adjusted is a lso the viewfind er. As a viewfin der, 
it is fa r superior to the type used on coupled ra ngefinder cameras, since it g ives you the 
exact a rea of your picture, works equa lly we ll w ith a ll lenses a t a ll dista nces, a nd w hen 
using a microscope. This is not surprising w hen you consider tha t the view th a t you see on 
your grou nd glass is the same view which the lens sees. It is merely being re fl ected up to 
your eye by a mirror . When you take a picture the mirror fli cks 'out of th e way, le tting 
the same light rays go stra ight on back to th e film . The result is a picture corresponding 
exactl y to th e scene w hich you saw in the viewfind er. In most cases the fin a l picture w ill 
be even sha rper tha n the scene as viewed . The a utoma tic diaphragm ma kes this poss ible. 
T he camera is focused w ith the lens w ide open , when the depth of field is a t its minimum , 
but the p icture is ta ken with th e dia phragm shu t down, w ith increased d epth of field a nd 
sha rpness. 

W E H O PE T H AT YOUR MIRAND A WILL BE A GOO D CO MPAN ION TO YOU 
FOR A LONG T IM E TO COM E, T H AT YOU WILL ENJ O Y US ING IT, A ND T H AT 
T H E P ICTUR ES YOU TAK E WITH IT WILL G IVE YOU ~"I UCH PLEASUR E AND 
SATISFACTION. 
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FEATURES 

OF 

YOUR 

MIRANDA 

AUTOMExm 
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1. Correct Exposure- Easy and Fast: 

The needle of the buil t-in C ds exposure meter is inside 
the viewfinder , toge ther with a no ther needle which is geared 
to th e shutter a nd dia phragm mecha nism. T o se t the ex­
posure, it is merel y necessary to look through the viewfi nder 
a nd a djust the d ia phragm lever until the two needles a re 
super imposed . Your camera is then se t for correc t exposure 
fo r th e sce ne which you a re viewing. This fea ture works 
with a ny of the AUTO-MIR AN DA AUT O M E X lenses. 

2. The Fully AutoDlatic DiaphragDl: 

T he d ia phragm of a ll AUTO-Mm AN DA AUT O M EX 
lenses a re full y a utomatic . This means the dia phragm stays 
w ide open except a t the insta nt a pic ture is ta ken. T his 
assures a bright image in the viewfind er a nd easy focusing. 
When the shutter release bu tton is pressed to ta ke a p icture, 
the d ia phragm cl oses down insta nt ly to th e pre-se lected 
a perture and then automa tically reopens to full a perture. 
A control lever is provided, however, w hich ena bles you to 
close the dia ph ragm ma nua lly w hen desired so that you 
can see the dep th of fi eld a t " ta king" a perture. 



3. Single Large Shutter Speed Dial: 

Shutter speeds a re set on a la rge, ea sily read, easil y a djusted dia l which can be 
turned without being li fted . It is a shutter speed -control you can se t even w ith g loves 
on . Speeds can be se t e ither before or after the shutter is cocked , the dia l does not 
rota te when th e shutter is released. Shutter speeds ra nge from I second to 1/ 1000 
second, plus B. An uncluttered top deck a nd a utoma tic contro ls ma ke pic ture ta kinl:( 
m uch surer a nd fas ter . 

4. Eye-Level Vie_finder : 

The pentaprism viewfinder offers a view-finding image whi ch is brillia nt , evenly 
illumina ted , full life size, has no para llax , is prec ise ly defin ed a t the edges, is g ra inless , 
can be seen with g lasses on , a nd is not reversed from right to left- as it is in th e case 
of a ll tw in lens reAex cameras a nd some single lens reAexes. A fresnel lens incorpora ted 
into the viewing sys tem is responsible for brightening th e image out to the edges. A 
multisplit-image type ra ngefinder is built into th e center of the ground glass g iving a 
choice of focusing methods, e ither by the g round glass , or with the rangefinder. 

5. AUTO-MIRANDA Lenses: 

These lenses utili ze a new des ig n ma de poss ible by recentl y improved . rare earth 
g lass with rema rka ble properti es. They make pictures of extrao rdina ry sha rpness a nd 
brilliance. The lenses a re quickl y removed permitting th e use of o th er lenses w ith a 
wide range of focal leng ths. Instead of intercha nging m erely th e front element of a 
lens, the MIRANDA AUTOMEX off" rs th e much superior sha rpness and quality of a 
comple te line of true wide angle a nd telephoto lenses. 
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6. Lens Mount: 

Compa red w ith o the r 35mm si ng le lens reAex ca meras, the Ra nge to foca l pl ane 
di sta nce is sho rte r a nd the lens mount o pening is large r . This ma kes it poss ibl e w ith 
a d a pters to use lenses made for o th er cam eras . These lenses w ill focus no rma ll y a t a ny 
di sta nce. The la rge lens mount opening ma kes possibl e th e use of improved high speed 
lenses without res tric tions imposed by th e size o f th e mou nt. It elimi na tes vigne tti ng 
when the lens is extended fo r tak ing c lose-u ps, a nd when a fast lens o f long foca l leng th 
is used . 

7. Clos e -Up P h otograph y: 

The standard 50mm lenses ca n be focused as close as 17 inches w ith out a ttachments. 
Pictures as close as 10 in ches can be made by simpl y inser ting a n ex tension adapter 
be tween th e lens a nd th e camera. Still cl ose r pictures ca n be mad e eas il y by furth er 
ex tending the lens usin !\" ex tension tubes o r the Focabell . C lose-up ph otos made by 
ex tendi ng the MIRAN DA standa rd or tele pho to lens out fro m the camera a re sha rper 
than pictures ta ken wi th add-on lenses. In ad d ition, ultra close-ups can be ta ken, which 
is not poss ib le with add-on lenses. Pictures can a lso be ta ken through a mic roscope by 
using a n a da pte r ava il a b le to fit on a ll types o f m icroscopes. 

8 . Ins tant-Return Mirror: 

- 6 -

O ne o f the advanced fea tures o f the MIRA ND A AUTO M E X is the instant retu rn 
mirror. Wh en th e shutle r rel ease button is pressed, the mirror swings up permitti ng the 
light rays from th e lens to reach th e film as the focal pla ne shutte r opens. Immedia tel y 
a fte r th e fi lm is ex posed th e mirro r re turns to th e viewing pos ition . When the mirror 
is up , th e view through th e viewfinder is momenta ril y b lacked out , but , a t speeds of 
1/ 15 seco nd and fas te r , the mirro r re turns to the v iewing pos ition so quickl y that the 
pho tog ra pher ha rd ly no ti ces the interruption. This is a n important a id in fo llowing fast 
ac tion, a nd w hen Reet ing express ions are important to the success o f the picture. 



Unl ike many o ther cameras with instant return mirrors, the MIRANDA 's viewfinder 
image returns as bright as before taking the picture. This is because the diaphragm is 
fully automatic; it instantly and a utomatically reopens fully after a picture is taken. 

9. Quick Consecutive Picture Taking: 

The A UTOMEX has many features which make picture taking quicker and easier. 
The rapid film w inding lever has a short light stroke. It advances the film, cocks the 
shutter , and regis ters the exposure on the exposure counter dial. You can tell at a 
glance whether or not the shutter is cocked since the shutter speed index is half wh ite 
when the shutter is not cocked, all red w hen it is cocked. 

Exposed film is q'~ickly rewound into the cartridge by the rapid rewind crank. To 
rewind the film, you press the rewind button once (you do not have to hold at dow n). 

The exposure counter on the MIRANDA AUTOMEX automatica lly goes to the 
starting position "S" when the camera back is opened in preparation for loading a new 
roll. You do not have to set the counter manually every time you load the camera . 

10. Self-TilDer: 

The self-timer provides a va riable delay of 10 seconds, making it easy for the 
photo~rapher to get into the picture. Since the se lf-timer releases the shut ter without 
the slightest jar, it can be used conven iently instead of a cable release for critical macro 
and micro photography. The MIRANDA self-timer is believed to be the finest on 
any camera. 

11. Quiet, Vibration-Free Operation: 

Vibration-free opera tion is result of the precIsIon quality and superior design of the 
MIRANDA AUTOMEX shutter and mirror mechanism. Operation is so smooth you 
a re assured you r pictures w ill not lose their razor sharp definition due to internal 
vibration. 
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PRINCIPAL 

PARTS 

Screw Thread Mount 
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Shutler Speed Dial 
""J-;- ASA Film Speed 

Indicator 
Shutter peed Index--r---!.~---tl_ 

Signal Window 

Instant Return Mirror 

'~,"':'-'-!-l- Automatic Exposure 
Counter 

nterchangeable Penta­
prism Viewfinder 

Viewfinder Release 
Button 

Mercury Battery 
Compartment 

-=-_ __ C_ ds Meter ON/OFF 
witch 



Dia phragm Control Button Cds Cell 

Shutter R elease Button 

Sel f-Timer 

M ercury Ba ttery 
Compartment 

I Sprocket Wheel 
Film T ake-U p Spool 

FP or X Con tact 

I 
Dia phragm Setting Lever 
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FILM 

LOADING 

It is always advisable to load and unload the film in the shade, rather 
than in direct sunlight, to prevent fogging the film . Keep the film 
cartridge in its container until it is ready fo r use and then return it to 
the container immediately after removing it from the camera . 

AND 

UNLOADING 
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How to U nlock the Back Cover: 

Pull up on the sliding lock at the end 
of the camera and the hinged back cover 
will open. 

How to Put Fihn in the CalDera: 

Pull the rewind knob up, place the film 
cartridge in the film chamber, and push 
the rewind knob back down to hold the 
cartridge in place. If the knob does not 
go all the way down, turn it a little and 
it will seat. 

~ 



If necessary, turn the ta ke-up spool (the fl a nge is serra ted for this purpose) until the 
slot is on top . It may be turned in e ithe r direction fo r this purpose. Then gently draw t he 
film leader fa rthe r O\lt o f the cartridge a nd insert it into the slo t. Turn the ta ke-up spool 
toward the cente r of the ca mera, for 1/2 revolution or more. 

H old the lip of the cartridge (where the film comes out) d own aga inst the camera a nd 
turn the rewind kn ob on top of th e camera in th e direction o f the a rrow. Continue tu rn ­
ing until there is resista nce a nd a ll o f the slack in the cartridge has been ta ken up. You 
will notice tha t a 20-exposure cartridge will require severa l turns to a bsorb a ll of the slack 
while a 36-exposure cartridge wi ll ha\'e ve ry little slack. Be sure the perfora tions in the fi lm 
have caught in the tee th of the sprocket wheel. If not , turn the ta ke-up spool until they 
ca tch. C lose the back cover a nd push the sliding back lock dow n. 

R elease the shutter , a nd advance th e film w ith a full stroke o f the film winding lever , 
while watching the rewi nd knob to see that it turns, then re lease the shutter a second ti me. 

If the rewind kn ob tuniS, it shows tha t the fi lm 
is moving properl y through the camera. If it 
does no t turn , e ither th e slack was not fu ll y 
ta ken up in the cartridge or the film is n ot 
properl y a ttached to the take-up spool. 

After one more stroke, release the shut ter , 
a nd the ex posure counter will a utoma ti ca lly 
reg iste r " I" , and indica te tha t the camera is 
now read y fo r the first shot. The exposu re 
counter will, thereafte r , a utoma ticall y register 
the number of exposures ta ken . 
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How to Set the ASA Speed Indicator: 

As soon as you have loaded the camera, be 
sure to a dj ust the ASA speed in d ica tor (ASA 
25- 1600) on the shutter speed dia l to th e ASA 
speed of the fi lm you have loaded . Lift the 
shutter speed d ia l and rota te it until the ASA 
speed is opposite the indicator ma rk. Setting 
the ASA speed is essentia l to exposure deter­
mination since the ASA speed indica tor is cross 
coupled to the indica tor needle in the view­
fi nder, a long with the dia phragm a nd the shut­
ter. If the ASA speed is not correctl y set, the 
buil t-in Cds ex posure me ter w ill not indicate 
correct ex posure settings. 40----fi"----

64 ---H~ 

80 - -f.f--...,.. 

125 - -I+--....,{... 

160 - .-...,0--.... 

250 --tt--....1"", 

320 - -+1-- 1'" 

500 - -\\-""" 
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After the full roll of film has been exposed, the 
film u'inding lever can not be pushed. Do not try to 
force it, but reu'ind the film back into the cartridge 
and remove the film from the camera. 

__ llnloading FUnn ________________________________________ ~ 

I. Depress the film rewind button located at the bottom of 
the camera. (It is unneccessary to press the button con­
tinuously while rewinding the film. ) 

2. Flip up the rewind crank on the rewind knob and wind 
in the direction of the arrow. At the end of the roll you 
will feel the resistance increase and then suddenly cease. 
Turn the rewind crank several more times to make certain 
the film has been entirely rewound . 

3. Open the back cover, pull up the rewind knob and. remove 
the film cartridge. Put the cartridge back into its con tainer. 
This roll is now ready for development. 



SETTING 

THE 

SHUTTER 

SPEED 

Shutter is cocked 
(R ed) 

T he sh utter speed is ve ry eas il y set by rota ting the shutter speed dia l. Just rotate, do 
not lift the di a l. The se tting ca n be m a de e ither before or a ft e r cocking th e shutter . The 
des ired speed should be se t oppos ite the shutter speed index . Th is index will a lso tell whether 
or no t the shutter is cocked . The index is ha lf red a nd ha lf white when the shu tter is not 
cocked. It is a ll red when the shutter is cocked . 

The speed of 1/60 second is ind ica ted in red on the dia l. T his is the speed which is 
used when ta king e lect ronic Aash p ictures. 

Time ex posures a re ta ken by se tting " B" opposite the index. Tn thi s case a cable release 
should be used a nd the shutter w ill rema in open for as long as the cable release is pressed . 
If extremely long ex posures a re to be mad e, a locking type cable re lease is suggested . 
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EXPOSURE 

The Exposure in your Miranda Automex III is cont rolled by a highly sensitive Cadmium 
sulfide Exposure meter. 

The meter is directly coupled to ASA speed dial as well as shutter speed and diaphragm 
control so that correct exposure may be a utomatically obtained. 

Once the ASA speed of the film is set at the time of loading only either the shutter 
speed dial or the diaphragm setting lever need be adjusted to obtain the correct exposure. 

The Automex III exposure meter is powered by a small mercury cell located in a 
compartment behind the rewind knob. Before using the camera for the first time, unscrew 
the battery compartment cover and insert supplied cell making certain that the plus side is 
facing out then replace cover. 

The normal life of the mercury battery is I ~-2 years provided the meter is swi tched off 
when not in use. R eplace battery only with Mallory, National MD, RM 625R, PX 13 or 
similar type. 
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Setting the Camera for Correct Exposure 

J. Turn meter on by moving switch under Rewind knob forward until the sign "ON" 
appears in the battery window. To insure long battery life, turn meter off after com­
pleting picture sequence. 

2. Point the camera towards the subject, look through the viewfinder, and you will see 
the exposuremeter pointer on the right. The pointer will move according to the light 
intensity of the subject area. 

3. The other needle which you see in the viewfinder has a ~ on the end. It is an ex­
posure setting indicator. Turn either the shutter speed dial or the diaphragm setting 
lever and this indicator will move. By superimposing this indicator over the exposure 
meter pointer, you will automatically set the camera for correct exposure. 

4. Although you may control exposure by turning either the shutter speed dial or the 
diaphragm setting lever, it is normally advisable to pre-select the shutter speed. Then, 
when preparing to take a picture, you look through the viewfinder and merely adjust 
the diaphragm setting lever until the two needles are superimposed. 

5. Exposure settings can, of course, be made disregarding the built-in meter. This will be 
the case when taking Rash pictures, for example. In such cases, the built-in meter can 
be simply ignored and the desired shutter speed set on the shutter speed dial, and the 
desired diaphragm opening set with the diaphragm setting lever. With the MIRANDA 
there is nothing to disconnect or get in your way. The built-in meter and cross coupl­
ing system is there to be used as desired, but can be simply disregarded if preferred. 



Suggested Shutter Settings 

The following sugges ted shutter se ttings a pply to pictures ta ken in norma l d ay light w ith 
a ha nd-held camera: . 

With slow color films, preselec t : 1/125 
With high speed color a nd black a nd w hite films, prese lect : 1/250 
Wi th ultra high speed black a nd white film , prese lect : 1/500 

These suggested settings should be va ried according to preference a nd circumsta nces. 
If the light is dull , or if the camera is being used on a tripod, slower shutter speeds may 
well be used . If th e light is very dull, a nd you cannot superimpose the needles by adjusting 
the dia phragm a lone, then the shutter speed should be cha nged unti l th e needles a re super­
imposed . If the shutter speed is reduced to 1/ 15 or slower, a tr ipod should be employed . 
Otherwise camera movement is very likely to result in a n unsha rp picture. 

If unusua l d epth of fi eld is necessary for a pa rti cula r picture, a different procedure may 
be used . In thi s case you may preselec t a sma ll dia phragm opening. (f : 16 is the sma llest 
in the case of th e sta ndard lens) a nd then set the correc t exposure by adjusting the shutter 
speed dia l. . 

Hints on Using the Exposure Meter 

The wind ow of th e Mira nda Automex III Cd s meter is loca ted on the righ t side of the 
camera. This position minimizes the poss ib ility o f accidenta lly covering the w indow with a 
finger or ha nd causing incorrect exposure . 

The a ngular coverage of the meter is 40 0 or a pproxima tely th e d iagona l of th e fi lm 
pla ne when using a norma l 50mm lens, so tha t only the lig ht actua lly reflec ted from the 
picture a rea is ca lcula ted . 
Caution : Avoid unnecessaril y long exposure to excess ive ly bright light, as this may affec t 

the cell' s responsiveness for a brief period of time. 
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PORT RAITS 

The exposure meter measures the 
light reflected by the entire scene. If 
a portra it is being ta ken very close up, 
the reading may be controlled by the 
light refl ected from the subject 's face 
only . H owever, if the picture is ta ken 
a t a little d ista nce, the meter w ill be 
in fluenced by the background more 
tha n by the fl esh tones. This raises no 
p rob lem where the backg round is of 
a verage brightness . But if the back­
ground is ve ry da rk , for example foliage 
in the shade, or if it is very light , for 
example the sky, then to ob ta in correc t 
exposure for the fl esh tone, the ex posure 
should be set either up close to the 
subject, or with the camera pointed 
toward some a rea which is a bout the 
same b rightness as the subject. The 
pa lm of the photogra pher 's ha nd , held 
3 or 4 inches in front of the meter 
w indow, can be used to good a rl van­
tage. 
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LANDSCAPE 
When shooting a la ndscape, it is ad visable to poin t the camera down slightly when 

setting the exposure so tha t the exposure will be correct for the land ra ther tha n being 
infla ted by the sky which may be brighter than the land . 
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VIEWING 

AND 

FOCUSING 

DEPTH OF FIELD: 

The MIRA DA AUTOMEX offers two methods of focus­
ing: (1) The center of the ground glass is equipped with a multi 
split range finder. This optical grating distorts the image unless 
it is in perfect focus. By simply focusing the lens until the 
center image is completely un distorted, critical focus can be 
obtained. (2) The camera can also be focused by focusing lens 
until image is at maximum sharpness on the surrounding ground 
glass. The Miranda also offers a wide variety of focusing screens 
for special purposes (ask your camera dea ler about them) 

This is the range- that is in sharp focus for any particular distance and diaphragm set­
ti ng. There is relatively very little depth of field where close-up subjects are focused on, 
a nd a great deal of depth of field in the case of more distant subjects. Closing the dia­
ph ragm down increases the depth of field, and opening the diaphragm up reduces the depth 
of field . The depth of field also varies with the lens used. Wide angle lenses have lots of 
d epth of field while with telephoto lenses the depth of field is much reduced. If your picture 
is such that you want both nearby and distant objects to be in sharp focus, then the smal­
lest possible diaphragm should be used. However, very frequently the composition of a picture 
can be improved by having the principal subject in sharp focus whi le other objects in the 
scene are soft and out of focus. This will deemphasize distracting background or fo reground 
objects, and concentrate the viewer's attention on the principal subject. 

Should you want to preview the depth of field of a scene before shooting, you can 
readily do so by depressing the depth of field control lever on top of the lens barrel. When 
pressure is released diaphragm immediately reopens. 
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D istance 

15 

8 

5 

3 

inch 
30 

Depth-of-Field Table fo r the MIRAN DA A UT O M EX 

wit h Auto-Miranda f: 1.9 50 m m 

Aperture Aperture Aperture Aperture Aperture Aperture 
f / 1.9 f /2.8 f /4 f /5.6 f /8 f / II 

135'6/1 --91'9.% /11--64'0" ~'9 % /I - 32'3 %" 

;'~/1 ~'9%/1 - ;'8%" --~'Ws/l ;-;,;U/l 

23'7 75 /11 
- 00 

13'4%/1 

- 38'875'/1 - 44'8%/1 - 56'3.%" - 86'6/1 - 00 - 00 

13'775 /I 13'0/1 12'3 % /I 11 '6/1 --10'4%/1 9'3.%" 

Aperture 
f / 16 
16'3.%/1 

- 00 

10'8%" 

- 00 

8'0/1 

-16' 10%," -1 7' 10%,/1 
7'775" - 7'4%/1 

-1 9'6/1 - 22' 175/1 - 27'9.%/1 -40'9.%/1 -1 95'775/1 
7'2%/1 6' ll ,Ya/l 6'6/1 6' 1.%/1 5'6/1 

- 8'6/1 - 8'9.%/1 - 9' 175/1 - 9'7/1 -1 0'6/11 -11 '9/11 
4' 10%/1 --4'9.%/1 --4'8%/1 4'7)i/l --4'4%/1 ~-4'2%/1 

_ -4'2%/1 - 5'3.%/1 - 5'4%/1 ~775/1 - 5'9.%/1 - 6'2%/1 
---3'0/1--3'0" 2'6" 2'4%/1 2'4%/1 2'3.%/1 

-1 5'3.%" 
4'0/1 

- 7'0/1 
2'3.%/1 

- 3'775/1 
2'2%/1 

- 3' 175/1 - 3' 175/1 - 3'2%/1 - 3'2%/11 - 3'3.%/1 - 3'4%/11 
2'5.%/1 2'4%/1 --2'575/1 --2'4%/1 --2'4%/11 2'3%,/1 

- 2'6.%/1 - 2'6.%/1 - 2'775/1 _ 2'7.%/1 - 2'875 /1 - 2'9/1 
1-----.1--1'7%/1 --1'7%/1 1'7.%/1 1'7.%" --1'7%/1 1'775/1 

- 2' 10%/1 
1'6%/1 

20 

17 

-1 '8.%/1 -1 '8.%/1 - 1'8.%/1 -1 '8%/1 -1 '975 /11 -1 '9%/1 
1'4%/1 1'4%/I --1'8%,/1 1'4%/1

1 

1'4.%/1 1'4%/1 

-1 '5/1 -1 '5/1 -1 '575/1 -1 '5%/1 -1 '5%/1 - 1'5%" 

-1 '9%/1 
1 '4-75 /1 

-1 '5~;';/1 
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HOLD CAMERA FIRMLY 

When ta king a picture It IS ve ry importa nt not to move the camera when you press the 
shutter release button. You should learn to release the shutter ve ry smoothly in the same 
way tha t a n expert ta rge t shooter ve ry gently squeezes the trigger of his rifle. It is a good 
idea to practice releasing the shutter, w ith no fi lm in the camera . It will help to grasp the 
camera ra ther fi rmly with the left ha nd, and press it firmly against the face, bu t to hold 
the camera lightly a nd press the shutter release button ve ry lightly with the right hand . 
M any people a lso fin d tha t it helps to hold the camera steady by keeping th e a rms fai rl y 
close to the bod y a t the elbows. 
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To use the self-timer, move the self-timer lever 
located on the front of the camera body 90 0 to 
the left. I t allows you a time delay of approx i­
mately 10 seconds a fter pressing the shutter 
release button. You may a lso ge t a ny inter­
m ediate time d elay under 10 seconds depending 
on the a ngle to which you d epress the lever . 
You may se t the self-timer either before or 
a fter the shutter is se t. 

HOW TO USE THE SELF-TIMER 

After se tting the self-timer, if you decide not 
to use it, you simply have to return the lever 
to its origina l pos ition , and the self-timer w ill 
be disconnected . Th e se lf-timer may be used 
very convenient ly in place of a cable release. It 
will release the shutter w ithout a ny vibra tion . 
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TAKING FLASH PICTURES 

The Ml RANDA has built-in Rash synchronization. Flash bulbs can be inserted into a 
Rash gun either before or after the shutter is cocked without risk of unintentional firing. 

A special bracket is avai lab le providing a standard shoe to which any shoe-mounted Rash 
u n it can be attached. Other shoe-mounted accessories can also be mounted on this bracket. 
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For taking pictures with ordinary flash 
bulbs, turn the selector dial to FP (focal 
plane). 

For taking pictures with electronic flash, 
turn the selector dial to X. When electronic 
flash is used the shutter must be set at 1/60 
marked in Red on speed dial. 

The following table shows the types of flash bulbs (including electronic flash ) which can 
be used, and the proper shutter speed dial setting and selector dial setting. 

1 
Focal Plane Bulbs I No.5 and 5B* AG- l o Electronic Type of Flash No.6 and 6B No. 25 and 25B AG- IB. Flash No. 26 and 26B 

Shutter Speed 1/30 to 1/ 1000 1/ 125 1/ 125 1/60 Dial Setting 
Selector FP FP FP X Dial Setting 

*With these bulbs, the light pa.ttern wi ll be less even than when focal plane bulbs or elec­
tronic flash are used . 
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Press the button on the lens barrel just below 
the shutter release of the camera and you can 
remove the lens with only a 1/8th counter­
clockwise turn. 

When attaching a lens, you must fit the dia­
phragm setting lever of the lens to the dia­
phragm setting lever of the camera and then 
press the lens on the camera lining up the red 
dot on the lens with the red line on the camera. 
A 1/8th turn of the lens clockwise will secure 
it. A wide-angle and a telephoto lenses may 
be mounted in the same way. The inner dia­
meter of the MIRANDA lens mount is larger 
than on any other 35mm camera. With the 
use of adapters, therefore, lenses of many other 
makes, including Exacta. Praktica, and Penta x 
Yashica lenses, may be used. 



Line up the red dot 
on the lens barrel 
and the red line on 
the camera body. 

b ... \ , 

~~~~5 
i!iii!iii -

T o mount a lens : 
Turn the lens bar­
rel clockwise . 

To remove a lens : 
Turn it anti-
clockwise, while 
press ing the lens 
release button. 
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TYPES OF LENSES 

M any different types of lenses can be used on the 
M IRANDA AUTOMEX. 

---':'28-

AUTOMEX LENSES : 

Before exposure 



The Same Brightness 
+- Before & After -> 

Exposure 

These lenses feature a fully a utomatic diaphragm internally 
controlled and are coupled directly to the built-in exposure 
meter system. The diaphragm opening of these lenses is 
normally automatica lly set by the meter coupling system, 
discussed previously. 

/~ 

~.,:Q,J 
......... ___ '.~"." w,. 

--_._--' 

At the moment 01 
exposure 

~ .. "."~. w~·r ... ,\\ 

LQJ 
~ ... -

Immediately after 
exposure 
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SOLIGOR-MIRANDA AUTOMATIC or 
AUTO-MIRANDA Lenses for Model F 

The automat ic lenses containing fully automat ic internal 
diaphragm control operate perfectly on the MIRANDA 
AUTOMEX, but they ' are not coupled to the meter system. 
The diaphragm opening of these lenses may be determined 
by the built-in meter system in the same fashion as de~cribed 
in the previous chapte r on exposure with A UTOMEX lenses, 
except that after the meter needles have been superimposed 
the proper diaphragm opening must be read off the dia­
phragm scale on the side of the lens mount, and the lens 
set accordingly . When you depress the release button, the 
diaphragm wi ll , of cou rse, function a utomatically. 

"":"'30-
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OTHER LENSES: 

SOLIGOR-M I RANDA lenses, and lenses of other ma kes 
that fit on the M IRANDA , by means of adapters, can 
also be used on the MIRANDA AUTOMEX. 

After the exposure has been determined by the A TO­
MEX meter , the correct se tting can be read on the camera 
diaphragm sca le. This se tting should then be transferred 
to your lens . With prese t lenses, care should be ta ken , of 
course, that the dia phragm is ma nua ll y closed before the 
exposure is ma de. 
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.................. -....... . 

The 50mm sta nda rd lens was 
used with a n extension a da p­
te r a nd 32mm ex tension tube 
to take thi s pic ture. 

~32-

USING ACCESSORIES 

WITH 

THE 

MIRANDA AUTOMEX 

C lose-up with 50mm lens mounted on a n 
ex tension a da pter & 8 mm tube. 





The 

Chest-Level 

Viewfinder 
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A chest-level collapsible viewfinder (VF I) and a critical 

focuser (VF 3) are available as accessories and may be substi­

tuted for the standard viewfinder w hen so desired. 

The VF I viewfinder opens and closes with a touch. A 

hinged magnifier is quickly raised for accurate focusing. 

The critical focuser (VF 3) is of unique design and efficiency. 

It has two positions, one giving a five-times magnification of 

the entire field of view, the other g iving a fifteen-times magni­

fication of the central portion of the field. The fifteen-times 

magnification is for ultracritical focusing. 

A chest- level viewfinder wi ll be found convenient wherever 

it is desired to look into the top of the camera, rather than the 

back, for viewing and focusing. This may frequently be the case 

when taking pictures of very small subjects, for example in 

nature photography. With this kind of viewfinder, the image is 

reversed from righ t to left. 

To remove the viewfinder on the camera, pull the view­

finder release to the left and at the same time gently draw the 

viewfinder to the rear. To replace with the other viewfinder, 

insert the finder ' s rail into the groove of the camera and push 

gently forward, it w ill automat ically lock into place . 



VF I Viewfinder 
VF 3 Viewnncl(;~"iiiiiiiiUiiiii 

(magnification X I 
VF 3 Viewfinder 
(magnifica tion X 5) 



The 50mm sta nda rd lens will focus to a di sta nce as 
cl ose as 17 inches with out a n accessory. By a dding an 
extension a da pter be tween the camera and th e lens, pic­
tures can be ta ken from 17 inches to 10 inches. To take 
pictures a t still close r dista nces, extension tubes a re a dded 
between th e extension ada pter and the camera . The tubes 
a re supplied in lengths of 8 , 16 and 32mm a nd enabl e the 
photogra pher to ta ke full-fram e pictures of subjects the 
size of postage sta mps and even smaller. 

In a ddition to the regul a r extension tubes , a specia l 
helica l focusing tube is a va ila bl e. This tube is used between 
the camera and th e lens either a lone, or in combina tion 
w ith one or m ore regular extension tubes. The purpose of 
the focusing tube is to ma ke focusing in close-up photo-
gra phy more Aex ible than it is when using onl y the focusing 
ra nge w hich is afforded by th e lens. The focusing tube is 
16mm long when full y telescoped and 24mm long when 
full y extended. 

When extension tubes a re used , the automatic diaphragm mecha nism of the lenses will 
not be operative. Accordingly, you w ill have to se t the dia phragm manually. (Th e method 
of doing this is d escribed on page 29). The exposure meter will not be coupled with the 
dia phragm eith er . However , the exposure se tting can be de termined by using the built-in 
meter in the usual way. The correct dia phragm opening, to be used with whatever shutter 
speed is se t , can be read off the front of the camera a longs ide the diaphragm setting lever. 
This se tting must be transferred to the lens ma nua ll y using th e diaphragm se tting lever on 
the le r.s. 
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Extension 32 mm 
adapter tube 

16mm 
tube 

Table for Use with Extension Adapter and tubes and 50mm 

Extension Adapt. Total lelgth Field of View Size-Image Increase 
and Tubes including Covered on Film to Needed in 

(length of tubes Adapter (in mm. ) Subject Exposure 
in mm. ) (in mm.2 
Adapter only 8 156 by 238 0 . 15 --1- .3 

Adapter and 8 16 78 by 117 0.31 1.7 
1/ 16 24 52 by 78 0.46 2.1 
1/ 8+11 32 40 by 60 0.62 2.6 
1/ 32 40 32 by 48 0.77 3. 1 
1/ 8+32 48 26 by 39 0 .92 3.7 
1/ 16+32 56 24 by 36 1. 08 4.3 
1/8+16+32 64 20 by 30 1.23 5.0 

Note: 25.4 mm equal 1 inch 

Standard Lens 

Nearest to Farthest 
Point which can be 

Focused on 
(in mm. ) 

185.4 to 358.5 
131.3 to 189 .5 
104.0 to 133.1 
87.4 to 105.0 
76.4 to 88.1 
68.4 to 76 .8 
62.5 to 68.8 
57.8 to 62.8 
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The Microscope Adapter 
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Pictures may be ta ken through a microscope 
by removing the lens a nd inserting the micro­

scope adapter between the M IRANDA and a 
microscope. In effect , the microscope becomes 
the camera 's lens. Th e subject to be micro­
photogra phed can be viewed a nd focused using 
either the camera 's regula r eye-level viewfinder, 

or , if preferred , the accessory ches t level view­

finder VF I or VF 3. 
I. T a ke off the front piece of the microscope 

a d a pter. 
2. R emove the eye-piece of the microscope. 
3. Insert the eye-piece of the microscope into 

the front piece of thi s adapter and put these 

on the microscope, fastening them by means 

of the screw on the side. 
4 . Take the lens off the camera and screw the 

body of the adapter into the camera. 

5. Connect the front piece to the body of the 

ada pter . 
Pictures may then be taken through the micro­

scope. 



The Focabell The Focabell is a bellows-type 
focusing device intended pri­

meri ly for taking close-up pictures. It focuses over 
an extreme range very quickly and conveniently. 
There are two provisions for changing the focus, 
one for rapid shifts and one for critical adjustments. 

The Focabell is made with fine precision, is very 

rigid, and will be found to 
satisfy the most exacti ng re­
quirements. In addition to 
MIRANDA lenses, lenses 01 
other makes can be used with 
adapters. Telephoto lenses in 
short mounts can be focused 

from infinity: other 

lenses only for close-up 

photography. 
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List of Other Accessories 
Focabell Single track bellows extension 
Double Release 

Pistol Grip 
Ml RANDA Everready Case 
Leather Cases for all MIRANDA Lenses 
Flash Gun Bracket 

Helica l Focusing Extension Tube 

Lens Adapters 

Rubber Eye Cup for Eye-Level Pentaprism 
and Chest-Level VF 3 Viewfinders 

Eye Sight Adjuster for Eye-Level Pentaprism 
and Chest-Level VF 3 Viewfinders 

Lens Hoods (all lenses) 
Body Cap 

Back Lens Cap 

X · M adapter with this adapter any lens made for the Exacta camera can be used from 
close-up to infinity 

P·M adapter with" this adapter any lens made for the Praktica or Pentacon camera may 

be used from close-up to infinity 
L·F adapter with this adapter any lens with standard Leica threads can be used for 

close-up photography 
CS ·F adapter with this adapter any standard focal length Con tax or Nikon lens can be 

used for close-up photography 
CT · F adapter with this adapter Con tax and Nikon wide angie and telephoto lenses can 

be used for close-up photo~raphy 



AUTOMEX ACCESSOR IES 
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List of MIRANDA Lenses 

AUTOMEX Lenses 

28 mm f : 2.8 Ultra Wide-Angle 8-e1ement construction 
35 mm f : 2.8 Wide-Angle 7-element construction 
50 mm f : 1.9 Normal 6-element construction 

105 mm f: 2.8 Medium Telephoto 6-element construction 
135 mm f: 2.8 High Speed True Telephoto 6-element construction 
135 mm f: 3.5 True Telephoto 6-e1ement construction 

Lenses For All Models 

28 mm f: 2.8 Wide-Angle Fully Automatic 8-element retrofocus construction 
35 mm f: 2.8 Wide-Angle Fully Automatic 7-e1ement retrofocus construction 
35 mm f: 3.5 Wide-Angle Preset 6-e1ement retrofocus 
50 mm f: 1.9 Normal Automatic 6-element fully corrected 
50 mm f: 2.8 5-e1ement preset normal 

105 mm f: 2.8 General Purpose Telephoto 5-e1ement construction 
135 mm f: 3.5 Short barrel telephoto 
135 mm f: 3.5 Preset 5-e1ement true telephoto 
135 mm f: 2.8 Preset 5-e1ement telephoto 
135 mm f: 3.5 Telephoto Automatic 6-element true telephoto 
135 mm f: 2.8 Telephoto Automatic 6-element true telephoto 
250 mm f: 4.5 Telephoto Preset 
400 mm f: 5.5 Telephoto Preset with orienting tripod socket at center of gravity and filter 

slot and holder with deluxe leather case 
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Miranda 
Wide Angle Lens 

f: 2.8 35 mm 
focal length 

f: 2.8 105 mm 
focal length 

AUTO-MIRA DA LENSE 

MIRANDA 
TELEPHOTO LENSES 

f: 2.8 135 mm 
focal length 

Miranda 
Wide Angle Leus 

f: 2.8 35 mm. 
foca l length 

f: 3.5 135 mm 
focal length 
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CARE OF YOUR CAMERA 

Storage 

Keep your MIRANDA in a cool, dry ventilated place. 
Do not store in a closed cabinet under humid conditions. 
Never store in a humid place, such as a basement, particularly during rainy seasons. 
If it is to be stored for some time, remove your MIRANDA from the everready case, and 
put it in a sealed container along with a drying agent such as silica gel. Do not permit the 
d rying agent to come into direct contact with the camera body. 
If an air conditioned room is available, keep it there. 

Protection against Dirt, Dust, and Salt Spray 

When your MIRANDA is used out-doors it will in time pick up a certain amount of dust 
which should be regularly removed with a soft brush or air blower. On board a ship or at 
thc seaside, your MIRANDA should be protected from contact with salt water spray. If 
your camera is exposed to salt spray, clean the metal and leather parts with a soft, clean 
cloth, moistened with alcohol or ether. 
If no alcohol or ether is available, water can be used if the cloth is first vigorously wrung out. 
T he glass surface of the lens should never be touched with a finger since the slightest touch 
w ill leave finger prints which will in time seriously injure the lens. Dust should be removed 
from the lens with an air blower (an ear syringe purchasable at drug stores is good). Finger 
prints and stubborn dirt should be removed with a photographic lens cleaner and lens 
cleaning paper. 
The mirror is front surfaced and the reflective coaling is very delicate. It should never be 
touched. It should be cleaned only with an air blower. 



MEMORANDUM OF YOUR CAMERA 

CAMERA NUMBER GUSIS­
LENS NUMBER 4t:,tJ62!1.2. 

Exclusive United States Importer: 

ALLIED IMPEX CORPORATION 

300 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10010 
5201 West Jefferson Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90016 
3740 West Morse Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60645 
1328 Motorcircle, Dallas, Texas 75207 
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