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Introduction 

your new Konica Auto S-3 · .. 

is an extrem ely compact, automatic, futl -f rame 35mm rangefinder camera, 
manufactured by one of the world 's most famous and respected 
manufacturers of cameras and other pho tographic equi pment. 

We are sure you are anxious to begin using your new Kaniea; however , 
we urge you to take a few m inutes to read this manual. The simple 
instructions have been w ritten to help you gain the utmost en joyment 
and the best results from your fine camera . In addition to the operating 
instructions, th is booklet also contains valuable picture-taking hints 
as well as in formation on taking care o f your Kaniea Auto $-3, 

Because this camera is so handy and compac t , chances are that you will 
be using it much more than you migh t another camera. It is to your 
advantage, th erefore, to become completely famili ar wi th the camera's 
advanced features and capabilities. Your reward w i ll be superior 
photographs and years of picture-taking pleasure. 
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Important operating notes 

1. The Konica Auto 5-3'$ CdS meter, heart of the 
automatic exposure system, operates on a mercury 
battery cell. As a quick check on battery cond ition. 
look through the camera viewfinder to see that 
the meter needle swings as you move the camera 
in an arc from the sky to the ground. If the needle 
does not move or if its action seems sluggish 
replace th e battery with a new one. 

2 . Make sure that the shutter speed ring has 
clicked into position. The shutter speed is not 
usable when it is set to an intermediate point 
between shutter speed calibrations. 

3 . Electric eye photography is possible if 
there is a flash unit in the camera's accessory 
shoe used to supplement existing outdoor 
lighting ; see page 29. 



Konica Auto 5 -3 Features 
Shutter Speed 
Scale on Shutter 
Spe'" 
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PC Flash 
Contact 

Film Rewind 
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Distance Scale 
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Window 

'--- - - Film Wind 
lever 
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Film Speed Scale 

Film Speed 
Control Lever 

Strap 
Eyelet 

Sell·timer 

Film 

1/ 1.8 Lens 

Lever 

Guide 

Button Chamber 



Film Roller 

(lnsta Grip 
Loading) Slots 
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Features of the Konica Auto 5-3 

Ty pe : 35mm Electric-Eye (E E) 
Camera with Automatic Exposure 
Control (AEC) in daylight , flash, and 
combined daylight / f lash operation. 

Format : 24x36mm, 20 or 36 expo­
sures per roll on standard 35mm film. 

Lens: Hexanon 38mm f / 1.8, 6- ele· 
ment, 4.group, Color·Dynamic Coated. 
Focuses to 36" from film plane; 
apertures to f / 16 . 

Shutter : Copal Leaf-type, sl-'eeds 
1/8 to 1! 500th second plus "8". 
All speeds in geometric progression. 
"X" synchronization at all speeds 
including 1/500th; "M" synch to 
1/30th. Built-in self-timer. 

Exposure Control : A u tomatic 
Exposure Control (AEC) via CdS 
cell housed within lens barrel. Meter 
cell powered by 1.35V mercury 
battery. 

EE Coupling Range: With ASA 100 
film, EV 4 .7 ( l IB second at f / l.B) to 
EV 17 (1/500 second at f / 16). 
Accepts film speeds ASA 25 to BOO. 

V iewf inder : Bright projected ·frame­
line viewfinder with parallax correc­
tion indicator, f lstop readout, under! 
over-exposure warning indicators, 
flash under-overexposure indicator. 

Rangefinder : Coincident-image type 
combined with bright·frame view­
finder _ Effective baselength 14.2mm, 
coupled to 36". 



Flash Contro l : Konica F lashmatic 
system autom at ically " p rogra ms" 
camera t o flash op eration w hen f lash 
unit inserted in t o accessory shoe. 
Integral." Hot Shoe" con tact for 
cordless flash units in accessory shoe; 
auxi l iary PC outlet accepts p lug-in 
flash cords. A u tomatic flash exposu re 
con trol via focus-linked flashmatic 
mechanism , programmed for Gu ide 
Numbers 22, 32, 45, 64 , 90, 128, and 
180 (feet). Automatically computes, 
indicates correct shutter sp eed for 
fill-in flash (Synchro /Sun photo­
graphy). 

Film Transport : Single-stroke lever 
autom atically advances film, cocks 
shutter, p revents double exposures, 
advances exposure counter . 

Film l oading : Konica-invented IGl 
(l nsta·Grip l oad) T ake-Up Spool 
gr ip s f ilm autom ati cally f or f ast, 
er ror·free loading. Cu taway cart ridge 
chamber makes pu ll ing up rewind 
knob unnecessary in loading/ unload­
ing. 

Film Rewind: Rap id rewind-crank, 
self-locking rewi nd·release b utton. 

A ccessory Size : Accepts standard 
Konica 49mm screw·in lens hood, 
fi Iters. 

D imensions/Weight : 4-3 /8" x 2-7 /8" 
x 2·3/8"; weights 14.5 o unces w i th 
battery. 
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Six simple steps 
for electric eye 
photography 

NOTE: Each of these steps is 
covered in detail further in thtl 
booklet, but i t will help you to refer 
to these six steps, occasionally. 
especially if you have not used your 
camera for an extended period. 

Never force any adjustment of the 
camera, Operating parts are designed 
to move freely and easily when 
camera is used properly . When they 
"Jock" please read detailed instructions 
to prevent damage resulting from 
unnecessary force. 

1. 

6. Press Shutter Release 
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Inserting or 
replacing the 
mercury battery 

The Konica Auto $ -3'$ CdS (Cadmium 
Sulph ide) meter operates on a single 
mercury banery cel l , supplied with 
your camera . Wi th normal use, the 
service life of a mercury battery cell 
is about a year. Unlike other dry bat ­
teries, the vo l tage of a mercury ba~­
tery remains constant th roughout Its 
operat ing l ife and does not drop off 
until it is eXhaus ted. 

When the meter needle, visible in the 
viewfinder, f ai ls to move or seems 
sluggish when the camera is ai med at 
a bright subjec t , the battery is worn 
out and must be replaced. 

1 . 

To In sert or Replace Battery : 
1. Using a coi n , unscrew battery com­
partment cover from bottom o f cam­
era. 
2 . Insert fresh battery . wiping it first 
wi th a clean , dry cloth . Make sure 
positive side (+) faces compartment 
cover. 
3 . Replace battery compartment 
cover. 



2. 

Replacement Batteries: 
The camera uses one 1.35V Eveready 
EPX-675 or Mallory PX-675 photo­
grapic battery . 

Use on ly the batteries specified 
There are many batteries si m ila r in 
size and shape but different in vo ltage. 

If your camera is not being used for 
any length of time , remove the bat­
tery and store it in a cool , dry place . 

Film loading 
Load Camera in Subdued Light Only 

1. To open camera back, flip up 
rewind crank and pull up rewind 
knob. Grasp knob and pull until 
back opens. 

13 
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Film loading !Contmued) 

2 . Place 35mm film 
ca rtridge !20 or 36 ex· 
posures) in film chamber 
w ith cartridge spi ndle 
facing bo ttom of camera . 
Push in rewind knob while 
turning it sl ightly right 
and left. 

3 . Pull out enough fi lm 
to permit insertion of 
film end into any slot in 
the I G L (I nsts-Grip Load· 
ing) take-up spoo l. 

4 . Alternately press 
shutter and operate the 
rapid f ilm wind lever until 
sprocket teeth engage 
f ilm perforations on both 
sides of film. 



" ~. 

5. Close camera back 
and gently turn rewind 
knob in d irection of arrow 
to take up excess slack in 
fi 1m cartridge. 

-

@, 

; -
~ .• 

~ 

6 . Press shutter release 
button and advance fi lm 
wind lever. then repeat 
until number "1" is 
opposite the counter 
index mark. Now the 
camera is ready to take 
the first picture. 

7. When camera has been 
correctly loaded, the 
fi lm rewind knob turns 
counter-clockwise each 
time film is advanced. If 
it does not turn, fi lm is 
not being advanced. 

Note: The film counter advances one number each time the rewind lever is operated. 
indicati ng the number o f frames that have been exposed. Counter returns to start 
mark (S) when camera back is opened. 

15 
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AutQmatic Exposure Control (AEC) 

The f igures in b rakets in the chart 
below are intermediate valu es for 
fi lm speeds indicated only by do ts 
on the fi lm speed scale. 

After camera is loaded, move the fi lm 
speed control lever whi le applying inward 
pressure, and turn it so that the notch in 
the lever matches the film speed ASA 
(or D I N) rating of your f i lm as indica· 
ted on the film speed scale. Rat ing of 
film can be found on data sheet packed 
with film cart ridge. D IN ratings are used 
mostly in Europe. ASA ra t ings are used 
on all American films. Both ASA and 
DIN ratings are rati ngs of film speed, or 
sensitivity to l ight . Film data sheet w ill 
give either or both ratings. I ntermediate 
points between cam era sca le readings 
cannot be used. Make sure selected 
film speed number clicks into posi tion. 

DIN 15{ 1.6)(I.1) 18 {1~)(2.o) 21 (2.2)(2}) 24 (2.5)(2~) 27 (2,8)(2.9) 30 

ASA 25 (32)(40) 50(64 )(80) 1 COl 125)( 160) 200 (250)( 320}400(500)(640) 800 



Tu rn the shutter speed control ring and 
bring the desired shutter speed in front of 
the index mark . In general, it is desirable 
to use the fastest shutter speed allowed 
by lighting conditions: this prevents blur · 
red p ictu res due to camera and subject 
movement. If the indicator stays in the 
red zone below f /1.8 in the viewfinder, 
the speed selected is too fast for existing 
light : change to the next slower speed, 
and then (if necessary) the next one .. . 
until the needle comes into the "clear"zone. 
Note : Electric eye ph otography is not possible if 
there is a flash unit in the camera's accessory shoe. 
For flash operation, ~ instruclions on page 26. 

... 
Point camera at your subject and 
look at meter needle and scale in 
viewfinder. If the needle is any­
where in the correct exposure 
range - yellow area where shutter 
speeds and aperture readings are 
visible - you will get a correct 
exposure. The needle indicates 
the lens openi ng and shutter speed 
selected by the exposure meter. 
After focusing and framing your 
subject, yOU need on ly depress 
t he shu tter release to take the 
picture. 

17 



Automatic metering system 
Visible in the v iewfinder is the "con trol 
panel" for the Auto 5-3's automatic 
meter ing system. All the information 
you need is displayed before your eyes 
as you look through the finder. 

EXPOSURE RANGE 
The correct exposure ran ge is the 
yellow scale area bounded on top 
and bottom by red warning zones. 
As long as the needle stays out of 
the red areas lighting conditions 
are correct for electric eye photo­
graphy. 

SYNCHRO MARK 
When flash unit is inserted into 
accessory shoe of the camera is set 
for flash photography, the synchro 
mar k appears in the viewfinder . 



OVER EXPOSURE 
WARNING SIGNAL 
When the meter needle appears in 
the upper red portion of the "control 
panel" visi b le in the viewfinder 
ouring shoot ing, the p ictu re will be 
overexposed. Turn the shutter speed 
ring to a faster speed , and the need le 
will come out of this warning area . 
Example : move shutter speed ring 
from 1/60th to 1I125th . 

< 
~ 

., • ., .... 1:11. - , .. ,.~ .. 
• • ft ....... ~ __ 

UNDER EXPOSURE 
WARNING SIGNAL 
Whe n the m eter needl e appears in th e 
lower red area of the viewfinder "con­
trol panel" the picture will be under­
ex posed. Tu rn the shutter speed r ing 
to a slower speed, and the need le 
will come out of this warning area. 
If the needle stays in the warning 
area, even at 1/30th second , it's time 
to use flash . (Except ion : if yo u can 
brace the cam era rigidly using a 
tripod, or a wall o r table, and if 
there's litt le or no subject movement, 
you can shOOt at 1/ 15th o r 1/8th 
second , i f th e needl e ind icates there 
is enough light at these speeds.) 

r 
-

• III ......... - , 
.. t7~ It .. ........ -
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Focusing------------------------------------

The yellow rectangle in the center of 
the viewfinder is a focusi ng screen 
wh ich appears as a double image when 
the subject viewed is not properly in 
focus. Turn the lens focusing lever 
until you see but a single image. The 
camera is now focused. 

Focusing is especially critical when 
the meter needle points to a large 
lens opening. At smaller openings 
the lens has considerable depth-of-field, 
which is the area within which 
everything will be in sharp focus. 

Universal Lens/Shutter Sett ing : 
Most outdoor picturetaking can be 
simplified by using the Universal 
Lens and Shutter settings of your 
Konica Auto 5-3. When shooting in 
bright outdoor light, turn the shutter 
speed control ring to 1/ 125th (it's 
colored green as a reminded and the 
distance ring to 15' (also colored 
green). In bright light, depth-of-field 
will now be sufficient to record 
sharply all subjects from about 10' 
to Infinity ... w ithout additional 
focusing! (If the indicator needle 
in the viewf inder points to a wider 
aper ture than f /5.6. your depth·of­
fiel d zone is shallower: here. again 
use the rangefinder for best results.) 



The lens is out of focus 

(no t the double images). 
The lens is in focus 
(note the double images are al igned 
wi th each other). 

21 
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The viewfinder 
Bright Line Frame 

Parallax Compensation 
Mark 

Q 
Rangefinder's Double Image 
Section 

16 
11 
8 

;;: 
~ 
~ 
< ;;. 
0' 

" ,. 
< o· 
~ ,. 
"-
~ 

l 



BRIGHT LINE FRAME 
The brigh t l ine frame seen in the view­
finder indicates the picture area your 
camera will record. Th is helps you to 
frame and compose your pictures. 
Any part of the subject extending 
beyond the brigh t line f rame w ill not 
record on the film. 

PARALLAX COMPENSATION 
MARK 
The r ight-angle mark in the upper left 
corner o f the viewfinder just below 
the bright line f rame is the parallax 
compensation mark. Because the 
viewfinder and the camera lens are 
on di fferen t opt ical axes, fr am ing 

at close d istances wou ld be incor rect 
if no compensat ion were made. At 
distances closer than 4' the subject 
matter to be photographed should 
not extend above or to the left of the 
parallax compensation mark. 

23 
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Holding the camera 

It is basic to good photography th at 
you learn to hold your camera steady 
so as to avoid any movement when 
you release the shutter. This is es· 
pecial'y important when shooting 
under low l ight cond itions which 
usually regular slovver shutter speeds. 
(Your Konica can be used horizontally 
or vertically') 

In the horizontal position. hold the 
camera firmly wi th the left hand and 
keep your arms close to your body. 

When holding the camera vertically. 
steady it against your forehead. 
Generally, observe that you hold the 
camera more firmly with the left 
hand than with the right, which reo 
leases the shutter, This keeps your 
right hand more relaxed, preventing 
camera movemen t as you press the 

shutter release. It is also helpful to 
use the tip of your finger, rather than 
the flat portion, to trip the shutter. 



Unloading the camera Unload Camera;n Subdued Ugh' Only 

After completing roll of f ilm (20 or 36 
exposures. depending on cartridge pur­
chased) film must be rewound int o its 
cartridge before camera back is opened. 
If the rapid wind lever cannot complete 
its stroke at the end of a roll of film, 
DO NOT TRY TO FORCE IT. Merely 
hold down the rewind button to release 
film tension, and then operate film adva· 
nee lever to its full arc and let it return. 
To rewind film after rewind button has 
been depressed, flip up rewind crank 
and turn in direction of arrow (clock­
w ise) unti l you feel a change of tension 
as the film leaves the take-up spool. 
The rewind bunon will stop revolving. 
Turn rew ind crank a few ex tra turns to 
make certain film is completely in its 
magazine. Open camera back by lifting 
on rewind knob and remove exposed 
film magazine. 

( 

Suggestion: rewind slowly! It 's always 
a temptation to turn the crank as fast 
as you can ... but with certain films 
{par ticularly in cold weather!, extra­
fast rewi nding can cause,static-electricity 
to crea te scratch-like marks on the film. 
The slower you rewind, the less likely 
the is to happen. Have film processed 
promptly for best results . 

• 

25 
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Flashmatic photography indoors 
(or outdoors at night) 

Your Auto 5-3'$ metering system per­
mits electric eye photography under a 
broad range of light conditions. How­
ever, in extremely dim light. at night. 
or indoors, you will often want to use 
flash. The Auto 5-3'5 Flashmatic system 
makes this extremely easy. 

Every light source used in flash photo­
graphy is given a guide number (G.N.) 
rat ing, which indicates the light out­
put of the flash in relat ion to the ASA 
speed of the film in use. These guide 
numbers are usually found directly on 

. the flash unit or bulb package. or in its 
accompanying instructions. 

After finding the correct guide num­
ber for your fl ash unit and fil m. adjust 



th e G.N. ring so that the correct guide 
number is aligned wit h the index mark . 

Now, insert the flash unit into the 
Auto S-3 accessory shoe. This auto· 
matically sets t he camera for F lash­
matic operation , a nd couples the 
aperture to the focusing ring . Thus, 
t he aperture is automatically adju sted 
as you focus t he ca mera. 
IMPORTANT ; For automatic " EE" 
operation , the flash unit must be re ­
moved from the accessory shoe. 

How to take flash 
pictures 

1. By mov ing the flash guide num ber 
control, set the gu ide number to the 
index mark according to the guide 
number of the film used and your 
flash un it. 

27 
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2. When the Konica X-14 or X·20 
Electronic Flash (or the Konica Cube 
Flash) is fitted to the accessory shoe, 
your camera will be automatically set to 
flash photography. A flash synchro 
mark will appear in the viewfinder. 

As you focus, this marker Oinked to the 
focusing control) moves up and down. 
If the marker goes up into the red zone 
at the top of the scale, you're too close 
to the subject: move back and re-focus. 
If the marker drops down to the f11.S 
indicator, you ' re too far away : move 
closer and re-focus. Generally, you'll 
be O.K . between distances of approxi­
mately 4' and 20' w ith A5A SO/ 125 
films - but you never have to guess, 
with Konica Auto 5-3. Just check the 
marker after focusing, to make sure 
it's above f / l .S, but below the red zone 
at the top. 

3. When using the Konica X-14 or 
X-20 electronic flash units, any 
shutter speed is usable (1 1500th is 
recommended in doors to prevent 
annoying "double" or "ghost" 
images). With the Konica Cube 
Flash or other bulb type flash units, 
however, always set Shutter to 1/30th . 



4 . Focus on your subject. As long as 
you remain within the distance range 
specif ied in the following chart, your 
Aut o S·3 will automatically give you 
a perfectly exposed picture 

G. N. ft . FLASH SYNCHRO RANGE 
22 3ft - 9ft 
32 3 .3ft - l0ft 
45 4 . 1ft - 16ft 
64 4 .6ft - 23ft 
90 5 .6ft 23ft 

128 6 .6ft - 23ft 
180 10ft - 23ft 

5. When you are fi nished usi ng the 
flash, remember to remove the flash 
unit from the accesso ry shoe. 

FLASH NOTES 
Your Auto S·3 has X sy nch ronization 
and is sy nch ronized for flashcubes, 
AG·1 bu lbs, or electronic flash. 

CAUTION: Some cord-type flash 
units, especial ly those with a fastening 
screw in th e mounting shoe, m ay short 
ci rcu it when attached to cameras with 
"hot shoe" accessory shoe. Th is can 
be correc ted by cover ing the center 
contact of you r camera's accessory 
shoe with a piece of plastic electrical 
tape. 
.... . In the event that the exact Gu ide 
Number o f the I ight sou rce you are 
using is not on the Guide Number 
Scale, use the next closest number. 
..... Guide Nu mbers are indicated on 
the flashcube or bulb package. 

When usi ng elec t ro n ic flash u nits 
which d o not indicate Gu ide 
Numbers, d et erm ine the correc t 
f l stop fo r an ex posure at 10' ... and 
multiply by ten. Example: ind icated 
aperture at 10' is f /4 .5 ; Guide 
Number is 45. 

29 
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Daylight/ flash "synchromatic" photography 
Ever since the invention of flash 
units, professional photographers 
have used "fi l l-in " flash outdoors t o 
supplement the existing light (which 
often casts harsh, unflattering 
shadows!. You r Koniea Auto 5-3 is 
the first 35mm camera ever engineer­
ed w hich gives you such professional 
results automatically - without time­
consuming calculations. 
For an example, suppose you are 
taking a picture of a person standing 
next to a window. Your camera has 
no way of knowing that the bright 
light streaming in the window is not 
i lluminating the subject's face . . and 
the result, too often, is a picture 
where the subject is far too dark. 
Here, use of the Koniea X- 14 or X -20 
electronic f lash w i th your Konica Auto 
Auto 5-3 will let you match the light 
on your subject's face with the light 

coming in through the window ... and 
a beautifully natu ral-looking picture 
will result. (Alternatively, suppose 
you're at the beach , taking a picture 
of a person w i th the sun coming 
towards you. The subject IS now 
"back -l i t", with far more light behind 
them than is reflected onto their 
face. Solution : fill-in flash, balancing 
the brilliant light in t he background 
w i th the light of your Konica elec­
tronic flash, illuminating the subject's 
face .... and producing another per­
fectly exposed pictu re worthy of any 
"pro".) Other examples : when your 
subject is under a tree, the sunlight 
fi l tered through the tree's leaves and 
branches p rod uces hundreds of 
small shadoes . ... . very unflattering. 
Unless you use fill-in flash to supple­
ment the daylight. You can, with 
Konica . 



1. Insert the Konica X·14 or X·20 
Electronic Flash into the accessory 
shoe and set the guid num ber for the 
film used in your camera. 
2. Focus: the synchro mark which 
appears in the finder goes up and 
down. depending on the distance. 
3. After the lens has been focused 
on the subject, t u rn the shutter speed 
control ring (while look ing through 
the viewf inder) and align the meter 
needle with the synch ro marlc 
4 . Importan t : mark sure that the 
final shutter speed in use is 1/30th 
second or faster. If you are unable 
to align the two indicators at 1 /30th 
or a faster speed. Daylight / Flash 
"Synchromatic" photography is can 
be used. By moving faster from your 
subject way permit 1 /30th or a 
faster speed to be used. 

The electronic flash and availab le 
light will be balanced in brightness. 
thus making it possible to take beauti· 
ful daylight/ flash pictures at the 
co rrec t exposu r e ..... without time· 
consuming calculations! 

Note : The Konica Cube Flash (or 
Class MF flash bulbs) cannot be used 
for d ay light/ f l ash photography. 
Only electronic flash is usable in day· 
light/ flash phOtography. 
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If the meter needle cannot be brought 
in line with the synchro mark : 

1. If the meter needle stays above the 
synch ro ma rk and cannot be brought 
in line with th e mark even if the 
shu tter speed is set to 1/ 500th second . 
move c loser to the subject a nd re·focus. 

2. When the meter need le stay s 
under the sy nchro mark even if the 
shutter speed is set to 1/ 8th second. 
move farther away from the subjec t 
and re-focus . 
An general. day light/ flash photography 
is more effec t ive at distances o f 
3 - 10ft. when usi ng the X-14 and 
3- 15ft. when the X-20 electronic 
fl ash. 

(a) The farther the needle stays above 
th e mark . the weake r the elect ronic 
fl ash landed on the su bject. 



(b) With the needle staying under 
the mark. the background is dark 
as the camera has been set to Auto 
F lashmatic. 

Self-timer 
The Auto S-3 self-timer can be used for 
both elect ric eye and flash photo­
graphy. After advancing film. turn 
down the self-timer lever as shown . 
Sh utter will operate about 8 seconds 
after the shutter button is pressed. 
Note: Do not stand in fron t of camera 
when pressing shutter bu tton for self­
timer operation. You may be block­
ing the meter which witl result in an 
incorrect EE measurement. 
If self-timer is operated when film 
has not been advanced. the timer will 
function but the shutter wil l of co urse, 
not operate. 
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Time exposures 
When there 's not enough l ight to 
shoot normally , and flash is incon­
venient (or impossible) to use-for 
example, in a Cathedral or other 
large, dimly-lit area-often "Time" 
exposures offer an effective sol ution . 
Time exposures also let you make 
visually dramatic records of illumi· 
nated buildings, statues, street scenes, 
airports, etc., at night .... w hen no 
flash in existence could provide 
nearly enough illumination. With 
your Konica Auto 5·3, this speciali­
zed technique is easy: 

Time ex posures require that you 
estimate exposure . If possible, take 
several shots of the same subject at 
different exposure times. each twice 
as long as the preceeding one: for 
example, a two-second exposure, 

followed by a four-second one, 
followed by eight seconds; almost 
always, one of the three will result i n 
a perfect pic ture. (For extremely 
faint lights, or w h en using very slow 
films, try a 16 and 32-second expo­
sure as well.) 

(The Konica Cable Release, available 
from your author ized dealer, incor ­
porates a "lock" which allows you 
to remove your hand from the release 
for any desired length of time.) 



Filters Film plane mark 
The lens accepts a metal -f ramed filter 
of the screw-in type, 49m m in dia· 
meter . Since the CdS cel l is mounted 
above the lens, within th e lens mount 
it w ill read through the filter when one 
is used. Therefore, no all owance need 
be made for f i lter factors. The follow­
ing genuine Konica filters are avai lable 
through your authorized dealer: 

On the camera top, near the accessory 
shoe is the Film Plane Mark (&), indicat ­
ing the position of the focal p lane and 
the photosensitive surface of the film. 
Al l distances from the camera to the 
subject matter are measured from th is 
plane. 

Co lor Name I Effects I 
Absorbs only ultra-violet rays. Used for color I Colorless UV IL39J photography since it produces no effects on 
colo rs. A lso serves as a lens protector. 

Light gray ND 2 I Absolutely on effect on colors, reduces l igh t. 

Gray ND 4 Used with both co lor and b lack-and-whi te. 
L ight is reduced Y. wi th NO 2, i4 with NO 4. 

SKY LI GH T I Li ke the N O fi lter, it absorbs ul t ra-violet rays. 
Light pin k Preven ts distant scenes with sky and shade from 

becoming bluish. For color film . 
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Selecting the best shutter speed---------i 

In most photograph ic situations, the 
object is to record your subject 
sharply, so that every detai l is clearly 
visible . Using the fastest possible 
shutter speed w i ll achieve this by 
preventing "blur" due to subject (or 
camera) movement. Thus, speeds of 
1/ 125th second or greater are recom­
mended for basic outdoor photo­
graphy whenever possib le. 

However . creative photography some­
times i nvo lves the deliberate use of 
"blur" to create a visua l effect of 
mot ion : consid er a photograph of a 
chi ld on a merry-go-ro und, in which 
the child appears sharp and the 
m er ry-go-round is softly blurred. 
With your Konica Auto S-3, i t 's easy 
to get such special effects ; by. 

selecty a slow shutter speed (such as 
1/ 15th or 1Iath second) and move 
the camera so it is following the 
moving object, and taking the picture 
while t he camera (and subject) are in 
motion! (T echnically, this is cal led 
" panning" .) 

Alternatively, you may wish to show 
the subject in a "blur " (particu larly 
effective in color) and a sharp, 
motionless background. To do th is, 
again select a slow shu tte r speed 
(1/8- 1/30), b ut keep the camera 
abosul tely steady using a Konica 
Cable Release and triped . 



, 1500th second 1/8th second 

37 



38 

Controlling overall sharpness-- ------

Under normal condition ~ . focusing 
by range finder and letting the Konica 
Auto 5-3 EE mechan ism determine 
the lens aperture wil l p rod uce ideal 
photographs without further adjust­
ment. However, for creative spec ial· 
effect s photography, it is possible to 
employ distance and apertu re con­
trols to p rod uce fascinating out-of ­
the ordinary resu lts . 
Basically. when the lens is working 
at a smal l apert ure (f /8, f I ll , f / 16) 
both far and near objects wilt be 
recorded sharply ; at larger apertures 
(f / l .8, f /2 .8, f /4 ) the subject will be 
sharp, but objects in front of (and 
behind) the subject much less sharp . 
When you're taking a p icture of a 
friend standing in front of a building, 
chances are the building will detract 

from the f inal resu lt (particularly 
if it's a factory or an o lder building). 
Solution: select the fastest shutter 
speed that lighting conditions permit, 
and m ove as close to your subject as 
is p ossibl e. In the final photograph , 
a clear subject wi II stand out against 
a blurred, ind istinct background. 
Remember: the wi der the lens 
opening (1 / 1.8's the widest) and the 
closer the focusing distance, the less 
visible will be object s in front of 
(and in back of) the sub ject. With 
this knowledge, you can almost 
magically cause annoying, distracting 
backgro und and foreground objects 
(build ings, telephone poles, etc.) to 
disappear from the f inal photograph! 
(You can al so take perfectly good 
p ictures through an immovable 



1/ 1.8 

object like a wire fence, by using the 
widest lens opening and placing the 
lens as close a possi ble to the fence. 
Try it .... . !) 
If there's too much light to al low use 
of a wide r lensapeat u re, a Konica 
NO (Neu tral Density ) Filter is 

1/16 

available from your dealer. This 
red uces the overall amou nt of light 
entering the lens w ithout alte r ing 
color in any way, and p ermits the 
use of the widest lens o pening even 
under t he brightest light. 
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Hints for 
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unusual exposure situations 

Unusua l Exposure Situations: The 
automati c CdS ex posure sys tem is 
designed to give you properly ex­
posed pictures in the majority of 
photographic situat ions. There are, 
however , some unusual si tuations 
th at require spec ial techniques. 

Against-the- Light Shots: In such 
situations the light can sh ine directly 
into the camera and adversely affect 
readings for the main port ion of the 
subject: In mOst cases tempotarily 
changing th e fil m speed setting to a 
value o ne-half O~ ) th at o f the actual 
film speed w ill give an extra stop ex­
posure to correCt the sitration. In ex ­
treme cases, use the regular fi lm speed 
but move the came ra in close to read 
the important subject areas. 



After taking a readi ng , depress the 
Shutter Release Button parti ally. 
Your camera ha s now "memorized" 
the exposure readi ng by locking. 
The meter needle at the close-up 
reading; move back, and th en 
depress the Shutter Release Button 
the rest of the way to make the 
exposure. 

Very Light o r Dark Backgrounds: 
When a small light subject is agains t a 
large dark background, the meter may 
read the entire area as a dark subject 
and overexpose the main subject. 
Conversely . with a small dark subject 
against a large tight background, the 
meter may read the entire area as a 
li ght subject and underexpose the 
mai n subject. In this case, a close-up 
reading as described under" Against­
the-Light Sho ts" can be found helpful. 

Note : Shou ld you temporarily cha nge 
the ASA setting to get more exposu re 
in backlighted Situations, do not forget 
to reset the ASA speed to the normal 
rating for regular shots. 
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Accessories 
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• Auto-Up 3 494> 
Permits close-ups wi th Auto S-3 from 
3 feet to 19 !-S". A coated, precision­
ground su pplementary lens, with a 
rangefinder correction lens attached. 
The Auto-Up 3 4941 makes it possible 
to shoot close-up of flowers and 
other objects with superb clarity. 

• X-14 Electronic Flash 
Extremely small cordless electronic 
flash, Guide Number 45 with ASA 
80/125 film. Permits shooting dis­
tances to 28' with Auto 5-3. Approxi · 
mately 200 flashes with standard AA 
Alkaline batteries. 



• X ·20 Electronic Flash 
Exceptionally compact electronic 
flash permits cordless or cord-type 
operation. Guide Number 64 with 
ASA 80 /125 film permits shooting 
distances to 40 feet with Auto $-3, 
Up to 400 flashes wi th standard AA 
Alkaline batter ies. 

• Cube Flash 
The extreme compactness and light 
weight of the Konica Cube Flash 
makes it the ideal flash for your Auto 
$-3 . This unit was designed to take 
advantage of the convenience and 
speed offered by the use of flashcubes . 
(For Daylight/Synchro Photography 
with Konica Auto 5-3, use of Konica 
X-14 or X-20 Electronic Flahs is 
recommended. Cubeflash cannOt be 
used for Daylight /Svnchro 
photography.) 
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Accessories 

• Lens Hood 
Shields lens from glare and 
ex traneous light . helps prevent fl are 
and loss of detail in brightly -lit 
scenes, Soft rubber construction 
enables folding hood back to close 
case w ithout removing. Screw-in 
49mm size. 

• Soft Case 
A new case for Auto $-3 users who 
desire the added conven ience and 
protection of a molded Soft Case 
com plete with wrist strap. 



Other Fine Konica SLR Cameras 

Autoreflex-T3 Autoreflex-A 1000 
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Accessories and Hexanon Lenses for Konica SLR Cameras 
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Other Fine Konica Compact Cameras 

~b'-';:;i ...... 

C35 Automatic 
Chrome 

C35 Automatic 
Black 
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