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NHS -118 DEADLINE! 
The deadline for the next issue of our NIKON JOURNAL, 
NH S-1I8, is November 15, 2012. Please get a ll contributions 
to me by that date $0 I can g e l the next issue out on time during 
the hectic Holidav Season. Thank you . RJR. 

EDITORIAL 
Welcome to the 29th Anniversary issue of your Nikon 

Journal ! Many of you have been with me for decades now. Can 
you believe it? Do you feel that much older? I do but so what. We 
have ajammcd packed Anni versary issue plus two very important 
announcements, one good, one not so good. So here goes ..... 

NHS-ConI4 will take place in ... 'sA N FRANC ISCO! 
Probably in the fa ll o f 20 14 when we will time it with the San 
Jose show. Bob Ragen has 'volunteered ' to be show chainnan and 
a lready has two other members who have jumped in and offered 
their help_ They are Mike Symons (who chaired the Vancouver 
meeti ng) and Steve Kaves (who has expe ri ence se tti ng up 
meetings). I am sure more will offer to help. So N HS- Conl4 
has been dec ided on and planning has begun, so start saving up 
your pennies! 

Dues .. . dues ... dues. I am sorry to say that after holding 
off for 6 long years I have to increase Society dues. I've held 
out as long as I can but the beleaguered postage system, 
printin g increases and other costs have forced my hand. 
Please sec page 19 for details and also see that this will not 
happen until J a nu a ry first, giving a ll of you ample time to 
increase your membership at the old price and save some 
money. Please see page 19. I don't wa nt a nyone to say they 
did not know of the in crease. 

Many good artic les this issue. We start o fT with Uli Koch 's 
very deta iled account o rlhe Nikon Model H m icroscope. Bu ilt 
and des igned with the same high standards as their camera 
line, the Model H is a monu ment to precision and fantastic 
engineering. Check it out start ing on page I. 

Thi s is followed by Mike Symon's report on the nearly 
' mythical' wood tripod made j ust for the 50cm/ f5 N ikkor that 
till now existed only as a dim photo in Tydings book and a short 
mention in a Nikon catalog. We were never rea lly sure it actua lly 
ex isted but we are now ' See the first published detai led photos 
ever of this rarity beginning on page 8. 

You know Nikon can make big, long and fas t lenses. They 
are justly fa molls for some of the most awesome fas t te les ever 
produced. Like the I 000/f6.3 , the 500/ f5, ISO/ f2 .5, 200/f2 , 300/ 
f2 .S, 400/f3 .5, 600/ f4 and on and on. But do you remember the 
$25,000 Nikkor 300mm/ f2 from the eighties? Truly awesome. 
Take a look at another super opt ic on page II where member 
Richard Lane covers the unknown 300111111/ f2.3 N ikkor. Not 
as fast as the f2 you say? Maybe not but th is baby was made 
during World War II ! That's right, from the fort ies. You just 
go"a sec this .. " . 

Finally, start ing on page 16, Wes Loder covers in deta il the 
Model l Nikon leather carrying case o ften referred to the ' benser ' 
type. Made fro m almost the very beginning o f the RF era, they 
are d iffic ult to find today and qu ite valuable. Do you have one? 
I f so do you know what goes into each slot and cubbyhole? 
We ll , you do now. 

I have started a new feature this issue and would love your 
feedback for future insta ll ments. I ca ll it ' Browsing Ebay' and 
the fi rst column is on page 19. Check out my thoughts on it and 
give me yours and all the info you can. Thanks. RJ R 

PL EA SE S EE PA GE 19 FOR THE NEW NHS 
DUES SCHEDULE TO BEGIN JANUARY If 



I 
THE AWESOME NIKON MODEL 

'H' FIELD MICROSCOPE 
All NHS members are aware that one of the most interesti ng 

items in the collecting world ofN ikon is the incredible Microscope 
Mode l H. This tiny microscope, wh ich has fascinated me for 
decades, is a high quality product in a small Lcica-like body casting 
and very beautifully designed. A fr iend of mine is an enthusiastic 
Carl Zeiss microscope collector and was amazed with the quality 
of the Microscope H (M H), and in particular, its small size. The 
history of these small microscopes begins in the 1930's by the 
incorporation ofa U-shaped light path to reach the needed 160mm 
distance between ocu lar and objective. Therefore, the MH has a 
huge glass prism on the bottom of the cas ing. There were other 
compan ies producing sLi ch travel ing microscopes, but it seems that 
those units were made after the int roduction of the MH. By the way, 
Zeiss produced several "'Rei se-Mikroskope" (travel microscopes) 
but they were bigger and heavier than the N-K solution . In the mid 
1980's I saw a TV production about the NASA efforts to fi nd a 
place where no human life cou ld be poss ible, They found a small 
lake in Spain where the water contained a high sulfur content where 
no li fe shou ld found, but they discovered a myriad of creatures, 
What was mounted on a tripod? The Nikon Microscope H for fie ld 
investigation. The MH was also part of the NASA S~'Y l ab program. 

Based on Dr, Kuno's book- Thank you Setsuko for translating 
this part for me-the MH was in troduced in the 1958 August issue 
of <Camera Mainich i" and was offered at that time for 55,000 Yen. 
The MH was listed in price sheets until I 972- nearly the same 
period as the Nikon F. 

The earliest information on the MH that I found was in an N- K 
microscope brochure from October 1959. Here the MH was not 
only mentioned, but also given certain information about it. The 
MH pictured is #327 12. the earliest I have yet recorded. The M H 
in the brochure looks exactly like the one shown in this artic le. 
which is #33003. This particul ar MH was bought by one of the 

TEXT & ALL PHOTOS BY ULI KOCH 

most fa mous German zoologists during a Japanese trip in 1960. 
The fonner owner never used it excess ive ly, therefore it is in near 
mint condit ion. The other MH in this art icle was bought decades 
ago from a HS member. 

It seems that the MH was produced in two serial number blocks, 
one starti ng with #327xx (estimat ion) going up to about #334xx, 
with the second block probably starting with #387xx and going 
up to about #452xx. These seria l numbers are based on reported 
MH microscopes. The second block was intermixed with the 
Microscope H-3 , the phase contrast version of thi s design. The 
photos show the first (Type A) and the second vers ion (Type B) and 
if one closely examines both vers ions and their cases in a deta iled 
way. he'll find many di fferences. I fou nd no less than 23 di fferences 
on the microscopes themselves, and II wi th the cases. The easiest 
to find are the -K logo instead of the late r "Nikon" na llle and 
the shape of the ocu lar as well as the apron of the lock ing clamp. 
Other diffe rences include the color of the on/otT switch, the slide 
holder, different patent engravings and the posit ion of the tripod 
socket. The earl ier case is smaller and has different leather facing 
as well as an N- K logo, while the "N ikon" Ilame is on the later 
versioll. Even the tiny plastic cap fo r the 4 th lens is different: one 
with an N-K logo the late r one with "N ikon". You' ll find MH units 
starting with #33xxx up to the #39xxx block where the un its show 
interm ixed features of the two different ty pes (transit ion types). 

One variation that fascinates me is not easy to real ize. The 
rail for the metal cover of the lens turret has one track on the early 
type and two tracks (each on both si des) on the later type. Why? 
On the earlier version the small plastic cover has a beveled side 
and an oval hole whereas the later type has a flat side and a ro llnd 
hole. So it appears that -K added a second pair of tracks that 
made it easier to slip on the plast ic cover! 



Abolle plroto .... · ... Tire early type Model H lHicroscope/rollltlre/rollt (left) alld rear aspects. Note tire e(lrly N-X logo olltlre/roll1. Below 
are identical plrotos o/tlre later type MOllel H. Note tlrattlre N-K logo IllIs been replaced by tire word 'Nikoll', wlriclr is still intire style 
see" (/uring tire rtlllgejillder era. Also note tire differell1 conjigllrll1iolls o/tlre lIertica/ ocular 011 tlrese two lIersions. 

For some rell!WIl, kilO"''' ollly to Nikon, tire locatioll o/tlre tripod 
socket W(IS re ,'ersed /rolll one type to tire otlrer. III tlris plroto tire 
newer ,'ersion is 0 11 tire left. '·Vlry it was dOlle is (lIlyo"e~ guess. 



Abo,'e two p/lOtOS .. OIl the early ,'ersioll (left) thejixillg clamp has a chrome surrollnd while 0 11 the later versioll it is IIOW lzll bllU'k. 
Below two photos .. The ellfly version (left) has 110 JJlOllillg parts 011 the slide holder to assist ill positioning the slide. 011 the later ,'ersioll 

N-K lidded small ",heel assemblies to make precise mOl1emellts of the slide IIlllch easier. A good upgrlll/e. 

Above two photos .. The position of the L & 
H WllS clulIIgell fr01ll be/ow tile rai/to above 
the rail, possibly for better visibility. 
Bottom pllotos .. The sllape o!the o('ular also 
clulIlgell with time. 0" the early version 
(left) il lias a f1allop slIr/ace ",illl Ille N-K 
logo ellgrtlvel/. 011 the later version it /IlIS 
obtaillellalllore comfortable rounded shape 
allil the ellgrtlvings hlllie bee" moved to the 
sille. A lso the ",ord 'Nikoll' lias replaced the 
earlier I\'-K logo. 



Above tJVO photos illllstrate the most "i.'Iible Ilifferllce betJVee" 
the two MOilel H types. Early ones had the N-K logo whid, was 
(:lumge(lto 'Nikoll '. Note to two distinct serial Jlllmber types. 

On the earlier IIllits the COlier plate for the oil port was eflgrcnlell 
as above. The later versioll hlul a slight~v different engraving as 
see" to the right. 

0" the early IInits 'he the On-Off .\'witch was white 
with a rell index Ilot while Oil later IInits it JVas black 
with a white index (lot. 



Above tlllO photos sho", the power plug (",hich 
is identical to those Ilsed 011 Nikoll CllmeNl 
bOllies from the S2 thruthe F). Note tile sliglll 
differell('e ill tile body cOlltollrs. Tile later type 
(right) lias a molded separator bar between tile 
leatller se(·tiolls. 
Atleji are detailed l'iew:-i of tile battery cllamber. 
011 tile ellr~v ~vpe (leji) tile contact pillS are 
mllcil smaller tluw tile later l'eJ'Sio". Was this 
dOlle to imprOl'e battery jilllction? 
Below are two photos of the bllttery chamber 
COlier or /ill. Agllill the 11IIer type (right) has II 
slighl improllemellt with (Ill embossed ('ollta('1 
plate. Dill it also improlle battery f,,"ctio,,? 
A lso note thllt the + & - engrli llings hln'e been 
enlarged/or better l'isibility. 



Abolle two photos .. The protector plmes 
for the objel'tives cJulIlged with time. 
Earlier units IUIlI a oval port while later 
olles were eqlliped with II rOllnd port. 
At right are the two versiolls of the plas­
tic ('over for the housing of the 4th lells. 
TIrey also lli[ferell with villfllge. Ear(v 
(right) with the N-K logo alllilater with 
just Nikoll, bllt still ill the early type font. 

The jiuell cases sllppliell with the Model H also Vlrriell 
with time. There are llijJerellces ill the textllre of the 
leather facillg, the strap lllld si:.e. The early type is 
shallower by I cm and IllIs the N-K logo embossed 
while the /t,ter type has ollly 'Nikoll '. Interior COII­
strllctioll also variell with "intage. 
See U/i :~ dlllrt Oil page 7 that lists all the IIIlWy lliJ­
fereuces betweell these two IlersiollS of the rmher 
IIll l'OIllJlIOII Nikoll Model H Microscope. 

ALL PHOTOS BY ULI KOCH. 
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4. Lcilther fiKil"@: MOl" nOlp\ess. wttt1 more ltructtnl! 

~. Eir4lf'l~arne embossed NkT loIO' ""ith 1e4te,iRl "Nlk",,' 

6, ·JAP~ ... bo,scd "" bonom ve. no 
I--- - - -- -- -- -

7. Seam of zipper S ..... stJteh .. Luser strtcha 

S. Zipper prOUKtlon 1t'r51d~ l¥Ie ... tI1Ofp'oleal"" NO p'01"''''''' 

9, C1ot~ poflo." I",lde WI,.., :s liSh~ ly n~t~ elas.,It: 5l(l." Witfll1a, eJtI~tic sHall 
I-- -- --- ---

10. Inside c·om:tructlon ""no foam for IIsumr of mlC"Oscope( mQl,llng sJldel 

11. I!I"'~"""" of olltoa ... ~"'bI. Nfl lo1io .... n 10"",'"'11 " Nlk()IY· 

",1..., ..... 

12. RolrMl ~ 'Mth brand name Oirome .. NKT logo w.rtt. k!tterlng ... "J.tiPAtf'" t SI'f Chrome. "'Nlkoo" -+ JAPAN ... SN 

1.3 . AprrII 01 d.amp (I~ FOirt th'iln (tvo"'" uetiC" NO .;tlf DfTl q 5«t1 Dtl 

14, Ool'()N ,wi\Ch Vltlfte, ~ad I red MefMnt; 81.", whit. I ,ed mbI~rc -
1.5. l - H engraving. lMger fmlt, bcrleath groove ~alll!r font. LfJ-on grOO\'ll! 

16, Got"""e ""siler Slewe<! and pointed 16 steps) Stoppe<! aM nOI '" poinle<! (3 Yo ,teps) 

17. Slid. M ille, Chrome, no side! movernC!M possible Ctvome, slide mot!!\lHTlenl by tiny 'i'Ji-.;eeis 

IS. ROIlnd pI'lel'l!. hcle for oil Chrome, '),DesUAS6r. "P'L P",d." + · Oll' Cl\tome, "J. PAT,IoI .. "J. [)(S ," • "Oil'" 

19. Eyf:1M:!S for mt!taJ c.Nin Sm..ti!!r, dull chrome liugf:r, !II1inv cfl rome 

~O. Poo~lon 01 Po",., plug Upon mlcldl. ber ..... n 'evof ... ' .n botton '" mlcl<le be",,",," ,evol ..... n bQtt"" 

21 . Tr\po~ ,oeke, Ber'l~.th actJar sidl!- l!I~eath abj~iV!' sil1t 

22. Shope of Owl .. Shop"" top Aoundod top --- - - - --
23. E/liTOVI .. of 0(",,, NKJ \otO, no Ie<terlflli' 'W.J 10.'- , on tOj) "',.ikor(" .. "10 H.K.", afo.Jnd side 

24~ 1!18tl~ry pill inside SmMl scre-w M :lds l:lrge 5O"'eV{ heiKls 

25~ B;ttery awer FI.Jit POYtef OOt'ItactJ 5>IniU font for "' ... .. ¥Id ... '" [mbol'Se<I power (-onl-.a.l.;lrll~r font for II. i' and _ .. .. 

26. Ob;eetiV!' pt'"Ol eetiOn O"'i.ill'lo~ ftoll1d hole 

27. Fl:alls for metal ifnd ~:mtlc prot,etlan 0",..11 TWl;) r illl$-

28. Objective protoetlon, pI ... ,lc Se"le<! side F1atllde 

29'. Strew.s inside oondell5or hc;;ad Three bliJck to 000 c.hrome Thr(!f bl;;ac.k to one blilck 

3D. 5" ..... nm '0 liJlht ""det EmIIosse<! Rat 

.31 . .sUfr-f)tt! of ~mtlll objective chi-orne (h,..".j bl"lI, 

31. Lish! Brlihte< Not so b<IBht 

F 



8 AFTER 40 YEARS ONE HAS BEEN FOUND! 

A THREE-LEGGED MYSTERY 
IS FINALLY SOLVED! 

While cruising eBay earl ier this year I stumbled upon an 
incredible offering . .. 3 2 lens outfit consisting of the rare and 

mass ive SOcm/f5.0 Nikkor-T in its wooden box and a 2Scm/f4.0 
Nikkor-Q (manual version) sIn 272280 in its matching numbered 
cardboard box. Both lenses had N-F tubes attached. indicating that 
the previolls owner was using them on Nikon SLR cameras. As if 
this wasn't enough to grab my interest. .. the outfit also included 
a wooden tripod for the 50cl11/f5.0 Nikkor-T. I was astounded, at 
first thinking it was just a wooden tripod converted to accept the 
huge Nikkor-T lens. I sent the Ca lifornia se ller a message ask ing 
for more images of the tripod, in particular, the head that anaches 
to the lens' tripod mount. He gracefu lly obliged and sent a series 
of photos o f the SOcm lens s itting on the tripod ... firmly attached. 
Only then did I real ize that I had fo und a Nikon RF item that 
not many had seen. Incidentally. I won the auction and at a price 
far more reasonable than I had anticipated. The Gods were truly 
smiling down on me! Although I had to be COIllent with the fac t 
that the 50cl11/f5.0 lens was missing its shade. I was interested in 
buying thi s rather exotic outfit regardless. The cosmetic cond it ion 
(for such a massive lens) was fantastic ... with just a few 'use' marks 
on the barrel. The front element shows some very minor cleaning 
marks but otherwise looks clean. 

It was during a recent Seattle camera show that I was able 
to take de li very of the outfit. I was excited. not only to see th is 
SOcm/fS.O Nikkor-T, a lens that has e luded me for 2S years, but the 
almost mythical tripod. Cou ld this be the genuine artic le ... never 
before seen? When I returned home I checked the only source I 

BY MIKE SYMONS 

could remember seeing a picture of thi s lens on its tripod: "N ikon 
Gu ide" ( 1956) by Kenneth Tydings. There it was, pictured on page 
96. It appeared then that I had found the correct tripod ... s imilar 
to the one pictured. 

The main difference between the 'Tydings" tripod and mine is 
that the adjusting lever was missing, and the carrying strap, which 
had broken off sometime during its life. Mine still has the torn 
pieces of leather stubs where the strap used to be. A scan of the 
Kenneth Tydings photo is included in this art icle. The determining 
factor was the tripod mounting plate .. . a round base with two large 
screws (bolts) whi ch corresponded exactly to the two holes on the 
round tripod base of the lens. Voila! An exact fi t. .. 110 doubt about 
it! The tripod was rather dirty from si tting in a garage for years, 
but some elbow grease, W D-40 and furniture polish brought it 
back to life. It now looks fantasti c! 

The series of images that I 've included with this art icle show 
the 50c l11/ fS.0 Ni kkor-T (sin 64 7084) with attached Reflex Housing 
Type II (si n 471473) with 45 degree pri s l11 (si n 67423 ). The N ikon 
"S" mounted is sin 6 120S79. All the above referenced equ ipment 
is securely attached to the tripod and si ts in a place of prom inence 
in my upsta irs "N ikon Room". I feel very fortunate that another 
"treasure" from Nippon Kogaku 's past has been unearthed . Now if 
any of the members has a spare shade fonny 50cl11/ fS.0 N ikkor-T 
lens that they'd be willing to se ll/ trade, perhaps we can talk! 
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AbOl'e left is Mikes new Jound gem. Above right is the photo from 
the Ty(/ings book, which has been ollr only photo source for this 
item for the last 40 ye{lfs! We Illlve been/ooking alld looking/or the 
WOOl/ Iripoi/m(llie specifically for 'he 50cmlj5 NikkoI' lIlld now we 
have olle. 11 was only un optional itellllllld either l'ery few were eJ'er 
ort/ereel OJ~ after all these years, this lVool/ell object has simply 1101 

survive(/ well. Have YOIl e"el' seen another? I haven't & J 've looked! 



10 

The 'clincher' ,/r(1f rea/~)1 itIellt(fies this tripod as lite one tiesigllel/ & meant for only 
lite 50cllz/j5 Nikkor is the moullt. It fits EXA CTL Y tire s/U1pe & size o/the tripod mOllnt 

011 the lells with the lIlollll1ing screws right ",here they be/ollg. r-~--~---~=~~~~~~~~~===~~~~~~ 
CO'llg'ru/lII'lItliO/,rs, Mike. Yinl have lite real fhing! 

- --"---::., 

, 
• 



CAN YOU BELIEVE THIS LENS? 11 
A WARTIME 30CMIF2.3 

INFRARED NIKKOR!! 
N ig ht vision devices were invented during World War II 

and were used by A merica n, Brit ish, Soviet and German m ilitary 
forces. The ve ry first n ig ht vis ion devices were used by German 

so ldi ers in 1939. W hat is lesser known is the ni gh t vision 

equi pment developed by the Japanese, and the subject of thi s 
artic le - a 30cm f/2.3 infra red Nikkor lens' 

When I firs t saw this lens I was intrigued and my initia l 
impress ion was that it was a Japanese Army camera lens . A few 

months after I purchased the lens, I found a re po rt on Japanese 
in frared devices pub lished in 1946 underthe U.S. Naval Techn ical 

M ission to Japan. In the report, a figure has a photograph of two 
o f these lenses and identi fies them as infrared object ive lenses 

w ith t2.3 ape rtu re used by the Japanese Arm y for compari son 
experiments between transmi ssion and re fl ecting type te lescopes. 
According to the report, two of these lenses were shipped fro m 
Japan to the U.S. Naval Research Laborato ry. 

The lens measures 19 inches long by 7 inches tall and weighs 13 
pounds. The body is made of aluminum with a rear focus mount and 
shade made of stee l. The lens is painted a tan color that is lyp ical 
for Japanese WW ll Army optica l equ ipment. The lens shade has 
a bayonet mount with a locki ng tab and when removed, provides 

BY RICHARD LANE 

The lens has a 7- inch diameter foc usi ng whee l attached to the 
focusing collar wi th fo ur stee l rods. This type of focusing wheel 
may have been copied from the German WWII Astro- Ber li n 
IOOOmm lens. The focusing collar scale is marked in increments 
from 5 meters to 200 meters and infin ity. The lens is equi pped 
with a bayonet mount rear eyep iece that has a cross-hair reticle. 
The eyepiece can be removed by movi ng a locki ng lever and then 
rotat ing it coun ter-c lockwise from the bayonet mount. 

The uncoated optics consists of th ree large g lass elements with 
excell ent flat -black pa in ted internal baffli ng. According to the 
report, the lens was designed fo r night vis ion television equ ipment 
(known as "noctov ision" during WW II ). The eyepiece l11ay have 
been used to quickly sight a test target and then could be quickly 
removed when the lens was attached to the noctovision eq ui pment. 

Although the report does not identify the lens serial number, 
I believe this example was one of the two lenses described and 
photographed in the report. This lens may be a sole surv ivor unless 
the addit ional lens (Nr. 3000 1A) sti ll exists today. I be lieve the 
30cm f/2.3 Nikkor may have been the largest aperture non-mirror 
opt ic produced by Nippon Kogaku until the legendary 300mm tl2 
lens was released in 1983. 

access to the 130mm d iam et': rr-----------...L---------------------------, 
front g lass ele ment. Th e lens is 
engraved "N ippon- Koga ku, Nr. 
30002A, Nikkor, I :2.3, f~30cm . " 

The fi rst two numbers of the serial 
number represent the focal length 
(30c m ) w ith th e remai nder th e 

actua l seria l number (002A). W ith 
a serial number of"002A", this lens 
is li ke ly one of two prototypes made 
by Nippon Kogaku for the Japanese 
Army in fra red testing mentioned in 
the report. 
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011 these pages we have 
some pllOlos/roll1 Rich 'hat f----­
compare this lells to other 
knowlI objects 10 give YOII a 
feeling of size. It is shown 
with both the 10001ll1ll1f6.3 
Reflex-Nikkor, 'lte Itlrgesl 
optic' N ikoll IIUlde until fhe 
release of the 2000111111;],11, 
and a Nikofl F2 Photomic 
with 50111111;],1.4 Nikkor. 
Truly awesome flirt/look at 
the photos ofthatfrollt ele­
mellt. Alltl this is from lite 
1940s? A llllost illlpossible 
to believe. 
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As SOOIl as J saw these photos I 

could not help but ('ompare 'his 
30clII(3001ll1ll) fl.3 NikkoI' to the 
1980s villlllge 3001ll1ll/fl.0 NikkoI' 
I once OJvlle{/. Tire general shupe 
of the barrel as weI/lis the relllOl'e­
(Ihle shade were so very simi/tlr I 
thought I JVould compare the two 
lenses physica/~v. 
The fl.3 weig hs 5900g or 13 
pounds, wlrile tlt e /2.0 weighs 
7100g, or (Ihou! J 5.5 poullds. The 
fl.3 is 475111111 IOllg while the fl. 0 
is 339111111, or about 5.5 inches 
shorter. The /2.3 Iras a lliameler 
of J 75J1llll and the }2. 0 is J 95mlll, 
which is very close. 
So now YOII see why it remilltief/mc 

so lIluch oftlllll awesome 125,000 
Nikkor from the 80s. Was this pure 
coillcedence? RJ R 





The special focusing mOllllt with its wheel is (I trllly JIlassive 
item. Unlike (he fells, which is lIIos1/y aluminuJII, lhis mOlillt is 
made ofhe(lvy steel. The elltire lells is mll(ie to ,he strict military 
slime/ortis of tire (Jay that typifies so IIllich o/the opticlil ordnance 

that Nippon Kogaku produced. 
A/ right is a .'icall of the pllge frolll the report mentiolled ill the 
text showing the two lellses (Illil were shipped back 10 the US. 11 
is quite probable 111lI1 this example, #2, was olle of/hem. 

rI . (iMp. (' t i liP. 
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THE NIKON 'ALL LEATHER 

CARRYING CASE MODEL ONE' 
"Fitted Leather carrying case (Model I). Pre-formed rig id 

construction. wi th provis ion fo r Nikon Camera, Nikkor accessory 
lenses, lens hood, filt ers and exposure meter. Lock and adjustable 
padded shoulder strap that can be taken up to use as carrying 
handle. Beauti fully lined." ikon Incorporated guide to " ikon 
Accessories' (Feb. 1954). 

Mike Symons first wrote about Nikon 's Mode l I compartment 
case in NHS-12 . At that time, only a few of these cases had surfaced 
and Mike was ab le to provide only a phys ical description. Little 
has been written s ince in the Journal or e lsewhere. And neithe r 
Rotoloni in his books, nor Uli Koch in his book on the N ikon F 
chose or were ab le to cover the many different cases Nikon has 
offered over the yea rs. 

Thi s is unfortunate. These cases, while 11 0t optical , can be 
of historica l interest, reflecting the tastes and attitudes toward the 
transportal ion and protection of came ra equipment that prevailed 
during a particular period. Often cases went through model changes 
faster than the lenses and cameras they he ld and otTer dating c lues 
when the lenses or other accessories they conta in do not. And, 
when in good condition, they can continue to transport and guard 
the equipment they were designed for. The Mode l I case is such 
an example. 

It first appeared on Nikon, Inc. 's May 1'\ 1953 price li st with 
a hefty cost ofS56.40US. It did not appear on the first 1955 price 
list. indicating an availability in the US of less than two years. 
The larger Model II case a lso appears on the 1953 list wi th a price 
less than $2 .00 higher. However, that case would continue to be 
ava ilable throughout the Nikon RF era. 

The Model I is a compartment o r accessory case des igned to 
hold a sing le Nikon wi th a normal lens plus all the then curre nt 
Nikkor lenses (35mm, 85 mm & I 35mm), a close-up device in its 
case. a hand-he ld light meIer, a Varifra me finder and a bevy of 
series 7 filters. In other words, it will hold a pretty complete 'kit '. 

The Ben ser-sty le construction provides a spec ific fi tted 
location for each of these items. The maroon plush lining and dark 
brown leathe r tri m c losely follow the color scheme that N- K was 
sta rt ing to use for all its leather cases. As befitting the stiff price, 
construction is robust with several exceptions. Three ve rs ions ex ist 
which we will cover here. 

The heavy leather exterior fo rms a stifTbox some 11.5 inches 
(29cm) long by 7.5 inches ( 19cm) wide by 5 inches (12cm) high. 
The fitted lid has a leather hinge at the back on the short dimension 
and secures at the front w ith a chromed-brass c lasp that seems 
a bit nimsy but does the job. Somet imes the key for this latch 
is still w ith the case, nestled in its little leather fob. The camera 
fits in at the back. The cavity for it is more than large enough to 
hold a Nikon with a normal lens. However, there is also a space 
to the front le ft of the camera cavity that w ill hold a normal by 
itself, back down, with an e lastic and leather strap to hold it-or 
a Nikon film cassette. Forward and left is the place for a 135mm 

BY MICHAEL WESCOTT LODER 

Nikkor. The lens w ill fit e ither w ith or without its screw-on lens 
shade in reversed sto red position. Another space lies to the fro nt. 
Although it, too , has a securing strap, its function is not obv io ll s. 
Immediate ly front center of the camera cavity is a sma ll ho le 
into w hich a Variframe finder fit s exactly. Si nce by the time 
Nikon Inc. brought this case out, it was no longer marketing the 
Var iframe finder in the US, adverti sing li te rature usually shows 
a Varifocal finder here instead. Next comes a s lot in to w hich a 
contemporary light meter, such as a Weston, wi ll fit. To the right 
is the place for an 85 mm/12 Nikkor, then a place for the 35mml 
8.5 Nikkor-ahhough a 28mm Nikkor will fit as we ll . Atthe very 
front , spanning the center and right is a slot, w hich wi ll nicely hold 
the "S" c lose-up device in its case. Th is is the only slot without 
a leather-and-elastic hold down strap. Fi nally, opposite the place 
for the stored normal lens, is a smail , rectangular s lot with strap 
that will accommodate a se lf-t imer. 

The lid offers six leather s lo ts behind a drop-down cover 
fo r fi lters. Series Seven filters, then the Nikon standa rd, will fit 
if without a case. The 43mIl1 fi lters will fit as well. At the top is 
a snap-lidded pouch to ho ld instructions, a cable re lease and that 
essentia l flash cord needed to synch a Nikon MS/S to a fl ashgun. 
Unfortunately, keeping g lass filters next to leather does not seem 
to do them much good in the long run . The series filters that came 
with one o f my cases were all badly fogged. 

Despite the heavy leather const ruction, the corners of the lid 
tend to break, perhaps because so many people either sat on them. 
or dumped a heavy weight on top. Both of the examples I own have 
had to be repa ired do to breakage. T he velvet o r velveteen pOLIch 
and fi lter pouch in the lid s it on a ve lvet-covered board g lued to 
the ex terior leat her. The g lue tends to fai l. In a lmost all cases, this 
requires re-gluing. Often this board with its pouches is miss ing, 
leavi ng an ugly, raw lid interior. 

The elastic s ide of the straps has always fail ed. What can one 
expect afler nearl y 60 years? The tiny metal clasps that hold the 
leather-alld-elastic straps together seem a bit flimsy, but they are 
the same ones found on the Model II case. 

VE RS IONS: 
The earl iest ve rs ion would appear to be the type M ike 

described. The sma ll s lo t to the left front has no strap, and the 
place for the close-up dev ice has a metal accessory shoe mounted 
on the inside wa ll , function unknown. Leather st raps support 
both sides of the lid . In add it ion, nowhere does it indicate Nikon 
manufacture. 

The second, and by far the most common, is almost exactly 
the same, but the accessory shoe is gone, the interi or strap in 
fro nt of the 135 cavi ty has been added, and it now has "N ikon" 
embossed on the lid with the arched "N" so familia r to owners of 
the early Nikons. The lid straps have been reduced from two to 
one, but the rivet rema ins where the left-hand strap would have 
been secured. 



The final version (i f it is the fina l) answers a question: if 
everything else that fits into the case has a strap to secure it, why 
does not the camera? In pictures of thi s version, seen onl y in late 
Ni kon S literatu re, a leather apron shows that would wrap over 
the camera and snap in place, holding it in its cav ity. 

All vers ions include a heavy leather shoulder strap. Like 
many European accessory cases from the 19505, this strap can be 
wrapped around the case and then rcbuckled to form a handle. A 
nice conveni ence. In many cases, however, the strap leather has 
begun to deteriorate, so one must be careful. 
NOW TO THE QUESTIONS: 
Who made this case? 
Despite the Nikon name on the lid, it is virtually certain thi s case 
and the Model II were manufactured under contract to NK by a 
Japanese leather goods company. On the lock, in Latin letters, 
"YAMA KAM I" appears within a diamond to the left and right 
of the outline of what might be a goat or deer or dog. " Kami " is a 
nature spirit or force in the Shinto fa ith and "Yama" might refer to a 
spirit associated with the mountains or agriculture. A patent number 
is stamped on the latch. Is this the name of the case manufacturer, 
or just the latch mechanism? 

The Model II case uses the same elastic straps and fl imsy 
cl ips. The clasp at the end of the zipper closure of the Model II 
is embossed with the letters "YKK". The latch has just the letter 
" K", and the lock is stamped " HI NOMOTO N030" and a patent 
number. Same manufacturer? Certai nl y the leatherwork and 
velveteen appear to be the same workmanship and construction. 

Finally, why did manu facture , or the importation, of the Model 
I cease, while that of the Model II continue? Whi le the design of 
the camera holder clearly indicates that the Nikon S is what the 
manu facturer had in mind, all the other RF Nikons fit j ust fin e. 
Perhaps it was a poor seller or priced too high. The Model II with 
its larger capacity and greater flexibi lity might have held more 
appea l. Americans liked big, zippered bags more than the Benser 
styles that many Europeans preferred. So perhaps it came down 
to a matter of taste. 

So keep an eye out for these cases. They do show up on ebay 
time-to-time, maybe once or twice a year. The challenge is to fin d 
one in decent condition. 

1, 

Abolle ... Two eXlIIllples oJtlle Nikoll Model l An'essory Lemller 
Case, open allll dosell. 

Belom .. Tile elise interior with lIJull Nikoll M Ilifltage outfit load. 
Tile JJlestoll meter ill the middle is a cOlltemporary mOl/el. 
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.ARRYING CASE 

:>R NIKON. NIKKOR A.ND 
=CESSoRIES 

M O DEL 1/ 

NIPPON KOGAKU K. K . 
..... ... "". j" 

', ... to 

AbOlle left ... Tile sl1wll hole to fhe left of 'he camera slot holds (I Ilorllla/iells j 
perfectly. AbOlle rigltt ... AI/vertisemellt!or Nikoll cases, both Models I & II. Note 
lite leather jllIP for securing 1I ellJllera. rhe :'00111 finder is a Varijoctl/, e"en 
though the stolfits (I Variframefilliler befler. Strap Itas bee" shortellell/or lise 
liS (I/ullu/le.Le/t ... rite case Illtch with the emhosseillogo o/tlte JlllIIlII[tlctllrer. 
BOffom left ... Tire d ose-lip llevice for the Nikoll ~I/S filS ;1110 tire irollt slot. 



SOME BOOK UPDATES 
Another of the 300 or so 2 1 mm RF lenses has surfaced #62 11 75 
Also anothe r internal mount fl . I Nikkor was reported .. # 119693 
One of the '49' SM 1801f2.5 lenses has also been seen. #473800 
I have 3 Micro-N ikkors to add .. #523182, 52320 I (SM), 523393 
Of the poss ible 250 All -Black flAs in group 4 is lens .. #365369 
An addit iona l 35m m/f2.5 in a 1.8 type barre l is #270490 
An addit iona l 135mm/f3.5 in Exacta mount is #260747 
Two rare I 35/f4 Nikkors just seen are #s 90425 (SM) & 904580 
And finally, I have not one but FIVE S36 motors to add to our list. 
They are #s 94026, 94 183, 9440 I, 94772 & 94808 (chich). 

FEEDBACK ON THE '358s' 
My artic le in # 116 on the wild bunch of flA Nikkors in the 

' 358' batch has some interesting addit ions .. 
#358 11 3: is a chrome lens with the colon! A duplicate item. 
#358 135: is a chrome lens with the colon! A duplicate item. 
#358222 is an Aluminum lens with no colon! 
#358236: is a chrome lens with the colon! A duplicate item. 

Speaking of colons ... 1 have recorded two other lenses so 
marked wh ile browsing Ebay. They are : 
I 35mm/f3.5 #254200: and I 35 mm/f3.5 #255245: with th is second 
lens engraved 'Tokyo' and not Japan. 

BROWSING EBA Y .... 
Without a doubt the largest source of information today, 

including seria l numbers and prices, is to be found on Ebay. For 
yea rs I cu lled a very large part of my se rial number database by 
looking over w hat was for sa le on the tables at countless camera 
fairs and stores. Well , those days are gone my friend . The shows 
are fewer and smaller with less to see and many of the stores are 
gone or no longer carry vintage used equipment. So where do we 
go to find w hat is for sa le" It's Ebay, like it or not. 

So I thought I would start a new sect ion in the Journal to li st 
various in terest ing items that I and others have seen on Ebay. Many 
of the numbers in the above two sections came to me that way, 
so we might as well continue with it. I feel it w ill turn out to be a 
good way to track what is showing up and you can a lready see in 
th is small sampling that there is a lot of information out there to 
learn from . So here goes .. 
28mm/f3.5 black Nikkor #7 17666 is in METERS! 
105mmlf2.5 Nikkor #82506 1 is also in METERS! 
Black Nikon SP #62 18864 is in METERS' Very uncommon. 
Nikon F #6600006 was for sale. Could not see a red dot' 
AND FI NA LLY .. ... Nikon One #609156 w /50mm/f3.5 Nikkor 
#7051654 sold for $ 15,980.00 on Eba)'! Can ),ou believe it? 

I rea lly think we are go ing to see some even more interesting 
items pop up on our monitors so we might as well track them. Lei 
me know what you fin d as I can' t see everythi ng ! 

On another note I have an important sa le to inform you of that 
was not on Ebay. One of the few 6m m/f2.8 Fisheye-N ikkors from 
the 70's was recently sold by G rays of Westminster in London. It 
was s ignificant enough to make the pages of A mateur Photographer 
Magazine. Why? Because it sold forthe awesome price of I 00,000 
Bri tish pounds' That's why. RJR 
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THE NEW 'NHS' DUES ... 

It is definitely not to my liki ng to have to in form my 
membership of an increase in Soc iety dues. But it has become 
absolute ly necessary that they increase at thi s time. I f you look 
at out masthead you will see that our last increase was .. 
JAN UA RY I , 2007!! 

What has happened the last 6 years? We ll , in that time 
period I have had ' three ' postage increases for both domestic 
and international mail ings. The Journal costs me over $750 per 
issue just to mail! A lso in that same time period I have had 'two' 
increases from my printer because of increases in his cost of doing 
business. Everything goes up including what I am now paying 
for items such as enve lopes (1200+ per year) , labels (4000+ per 
year) and lesser th ings such as tape. In addi tion, my postage meter 
supplier (Pitney Bowes) has raised both its lease rates and postage 
fees twice in the last 5 years. And let's not even talk so ftware, 
printer ink and the two printers I wore out the last 6 years . I just 
cannot absorb it anymore. I do not have the Soc iety o r the Journal 
to make money. As a matter of fact , RJR Publishing Inc. has not 
shown any profit in over 25 years! I make up the difference. But 
now I need your he lp. 

The new rates are as follows : 

U.S.!CANADA 
OVERSEAS 

I YEAR $40 3 YEARS $100 
I YEAR $50 3 YEARS $\30 

However, I am not dropping thi s on you without any warn ing. 
These new rates come into effect at 12:0 I AM on January 1,20 13 
so they do not take effect until the mail ing ofNHS· 11 8 in early 
January. This wi ll give a ll of you the opportunity to re new, or 
extend, your membership at the o ld rate, which is st ill on our 
masthead for this issue! Please take advantage of this 'w indow' 
to rejoin or extend your membersh ip and save some money. I fee l 
th is is fair to a ll involved but I must start charging the higher rate 
on January ]S1. I have no choice. I tru ly hope you all feel th is is a 
fair increase and that the Journal is worth the price. Thank you for 
your understanding. RJR 

FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
I am pleased to announce that the US in ventory of my book is 

in place and all o rders can be processed for immediate shipment. 
Those of you who wish to obtain a signed copy fromll1e need 

only to contact me and it w ill be done. Besides personally s igning 
the book, I have also had made up labels stating to the fact that 
' th is copy has been purchased directly fro m the author ' . Pri ces 
are as follo w and include a ll sh ipping and postage costs. There 
has been a significant increase in Priority shipping costs but I will 
hold these prices as long as possible. 
United States $ 100 including Priorit)' shipping. 
Canada $115 including Int. Priorit)' shipping. 
Europe $125 including Int. Priorit)' shipping. 
Japan/Australia $ \30 including Int. Priorit)' shipping. 
I can accept checks (US/Canada on ly) , money orders, bank wires, 
cash or PAYPAL. My e mail addresses(rotoloni@ msn. com & 
r.rotolon i@ sbcgloba l. net) are my Paypal accoun t numbers. 
Please make a ll checks/money orders payable to: 

RJR PUBLI S HING or myself 
(PLEASE, NOT TO THE SOCIETY!). 

THANK YOU .... .. RJR 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEL L LI ST... I will still try to put together at least two 
se ll lists per year and will email those when they are done. 
HO\ VEVER ... I a m now on EBAY on a regular basis! Now 
that I have time. You might want to make me a preferred se ller 
so you can keep track of what I have currently li sted. Since July 
I st I have had 80 auctions (not all ikon). My call letters are 
' 609 1'! My latest se ll list has grown to II pages and is now 
ready. Many Nikoll RF & Refl ex items. I can send it via emai l 
or regu lar mail to anyone who wishes to be on my mai ling list. 
Just contact me anytime to add your name. Rober t Rotoloni 
rOloloni@ msn.com & r. rololoni@sbcgloba l.nel T hank you! 
Remem ber my cbay seller ID is '6091 '. 

WANTED ..• NIKON F ' R ED DOT' BLACK BODY; esposure 
meter for Nikon F model I-type I (U li Koch pg. 20-The 
Accessories) possibl y with inc ident light plate& booster; te lescope 
adapter for Ni kon F in case with its filte rs & screen in plastic bags. 
Carlo Rivolti, Ita ly. please email to rivolti@libero.it 

WANTE D ... 8mm/f2.8 F IS H EYE NIKKOR, 13mm/fS.6 
IKKOR, 120FlSH EYE S KYN IKKOR,experimental NIKO 

cameras and/or lenses/accessories, even if broken. NIKON S2 
& S P (BLACK), ALUM INUM 5cm F I.4 NI KKOR. PH Yan 
Hasbroeck, 56 Albert Co urt, Prince Co nsor t Road, London 
SW72 BE. tel: 0044 (0) 20 7584 0077. Fax: 0044 (0) 20 7591 
3848. em a il address: HASBROECK@AOL.COM 

WANTED ... I 940/50's American amateur c ine cameras. Contact: 
To ny H urst (Dub lin) al ema il nippon54@ hotmai l.com or 
lelephone me al (353) 1288- 4896. Than k You. 

FO R SALE ... Nikon FM2 ' Half Frame', only 34 were made 
for the orwegian police. mint- , 5000 euro; Nikon S3M black 
body #6600207, 27,000 euro; Nikon Model O ne #609319 w/f2 
#708723, IS.OOO euro. Pl ease ca ll o r email me for photos. Peter 
Lownds, te l. 003 1 654694 193(Holla nd) qcsman@gma il.com 

FOR SALE ... Nikion F3 accessories; CF-20 Burgandy cs, 
50mm/fl .8 Nikkor wlcaps & shade, SB-17 ft ash cs & IB, MC-
10 remote cord , body cap. Enti re group o f items fo r $350 or 
contact me for individua l pr ices. J a mes Leathem. ema il to 
jeldgl@aol.com T ha nk you. 

NEW MEMBERS 
JULIE PRAYTER 
PO BOX 2843 
SACRAMENTO, CA 958 14 

DAVID SC HO RER 
630 FIR ST AVE. A PT. "F 
NEW YO RK, NY 10016 

CHARL ES YEAGE R 
30S SOUTH I ST. STR EET 
BLOOMFI ELD. N E 687 18 

NEW ADDRESSES 
GERALD DAVIES 
8 THE GRANA RY, STAB LE LA NE 
TREDEGA R , S. WALES N P22 4B U 
ENGLAND 

ERI C LA I 
161 - 12 COMMODORE DRI VE 
PA RAD ISE WATERS 
QUEENS LAN D 421 7 
AUSTRALIA 

HARRY VE RSC HUREN 
HOGE ZlJDE 3 1 
48S4 AE BAVEL 
THE NETHERLANDS 

NHS BACK ISSUE & 
REPRINT SERVICE! 

AVA ILABLE " O RI G INAL" BA CK ISSUES OFTHE "NIKON 
JO URNAL" INC LUDE THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS 
32, 40, 4 1,43,44, 45, 46, 47, 48,50, 53, 54, 58,59,60,61,62,63, 
64,65,66,67,68,70, 7 1, 72,73,74,75,76, 77,78, 79,80, 8 1, 
82,83, 84,85, 86,87,88, 89,90,91,92,93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 
99, 100, 10 1, 102, 103, I 04, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, II 0, 11 I ,112, 11 3, 
114,115& 116. 

$7.00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPAID 
$9.00 .EAQ:!. OVERSEAS POSTPA ID 

HI G H QUA LITY CO PIES PRINTED ON II X I7 PAPER TH EN 
FOLD ED & STAPLED ( INCLUDES " ONLY" THOSE ISSUE 
NUMBE RS " NOT" LISTED ABOVE!) 

$S.OO EACH IN USA. POSTPA ID 
$7.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

BLACK & BEAUTIFUL! 
EVEN THOUGH O UR COMPLETE NIKON RF BLACK 
BODY LIST IS UPDATED IN THIS ISSUE, THE FOLLOW­
ING NUMBERS ARE NEW SINCE NHS- 1I 2, & MOST ARE 
NOT YET ON THE LIST, SO PL EASE CONSIDER THEM 
ADDITIONS. 
6140807 6157527 6212158 62 18864 

THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS ARE THOSE OF FAKES! 
NONE TO REPORT 

NEW SOCIETY DUES 
EFFECTIVE JAN. 1ST! 

PLEASE SEE PG. 19!!! 
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NIPPON KOGAKU LENS ASSEMBLY CIRCA 1952 

I recently (Icquirel! the 'original ' 6x7 B& W o/this Associlllel/ Press Photo tlrat rail/he hlSt time in/he August /O, 1972 issue of tire 
Chicago Daily News. However, the original (late of ti,e photo appe(lfs 10 be December /951. There is also a tllirtl dale of February 
24,1962. This information is all prill/ell or stumpel! 011 the back o/Ihe pholo, along wilh copyright info. rVllal 's with tire 3 dates? From 
what I call lie/ermine if was shol (II 'he Nippon KOgllkll Factory 011 or about December 1951 which is supported by the photo itself. 
He is assembling 50111111//1.4 SM Nikkors which were 0111 of production before 1962. The two later dates coi"ci,le wilh '2' {tijJerent 
captiolls gllletl to fhe back as it appears t/rey Itself/his same photo twice; 1962 & 1972. The earlier c(lptioll rem/s "The younger SOliS 
of many Japanese families halle gOlle to the cities to work ill factories making ("amera.'i, wat("hes or transistors. " (Nippon Kogaku is 
flot 'wmed) The Se('OIu/, later caption, reads "A lells is in!)l'e("te(/ lit Tokyo's Nikon camera plant. The Nikkor lenses are among the 
finest made ill Jap(lIl. " It is a fine example ofw/wt the factory looked like ill the fifties. Am/ it is not a set-up promo shot made for some 
brochure or (U/. It is a ('aJldid example of the simple ted",iques used by N-K ill those very early years. Everything was (Iolle by IUlIu/ 
using what is cal/e(1 "bellch assembly". No conveyor belts, 110 mass production. Just attentioll to detail. Those were the days. RJR 
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