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NHS -116 DEADLINE! 
The dead line for the next issue of our NIKON JO URNAL, 
NH S-1I 6, is J UN E 15,20]2. This will be the Convention 
issue & may be a week or so late due to the meeting dates. I 

will get it out as soon as possible. Thank you. RJR. 

EDITORIAL 
This is the last issue o f the Journal be fore HS-ConI 3 in 

Paris. It looks like we will have a good turnout and I am looking 
forward to seeing many of myoid friends, as well as some new 
ones, in the ' City of Light' . I wi ll have complete coverage of the 
event in the next Journal, which is nonna lly due out the fi rst week 
of July. Because the meeting is so c lose to my normal deadline 
for that issue it will have to be a few weeks late this year. Ifall 
goes to plan I should have it out about July 15" or so. Please be 
pat ient for NHS-116. 

Je ffrey Felton has the second insta llment of hi s opus about 
the early fl ash units made for the Nikon MS and S models. In 
this issue he covers in great deta il the very first units made for 
and sold by Nippon Kogaku. Note that I say ' made for' as these 
units were actually manufac tured by the we ll -known Japanese 
accessory make ' Walz ', and not Nikon! Je ff goes into great 
detail about the construction and variations found in these very 
early un its and provides us with a wealth of infonna tion. Nippon 
Kogaku needed to assemble and produce as complete a system 
as possible, and as quickly as possible, to compete with the 
re-emerging Gennan industry. Not yet having the resources to 
develop thei r own units they went to Walz who already had one 
in production. The design was a good one and N-K would even 
copy it when finall y designing their own units. I bet you never 
gave the flash units much thought but they were rea lly well made 
and thought out and an important se ll ing point in the early fift ies 
when fl ash photography was the rage. See page two. 

Dr. Manabu Nakai has aga in submi tted a learned paper on 
an aspect o f the Nikon RF system. Thi s time he deals with the 
shu tter mechanism found in the Nikon S2. Keep in mind that 
the S2 was a breakaway mode l for Nikon that left behind the 
original design that was the Nikon I, M, MS and S. The S2 was a 
great leap forward for Nikon with a completely redesigned body, 
rangefinder and shutter. This new shutter was very different than 
its predecessor and has proven to be a grea t design. The S2 has 
aged very well and its shutte r system works perfec tly in the vast 
number of stil l functioning examples. See page 10. 

O n page 14 Alex Shishin ta lks o f his fun times using his 
N ikon RF optics on his Micro 4/3 Olympus body. Hi s results 
seem fi rst rate and the possibi lities seem to be endless . 

J im Emmerson sent me more interesting vintage li teratu re 
that I thi nk you will fi nd enjoyabl e. You will see that the ' ban' 
on importing Nikons me ntioned last issue was lifted! See page 
16. 

The two auction houses that have sponsored our convent ion 
a re having major sales that arc not timed for th is issue but wi ll 
be covered in # 116. See pre-sa le coverage sta rl ing on page 18 of 
Peter Coe ln 'ssale set for May 12,h (2 weeks before the meet ing) 

and Stan Tamarkin 's, which occurs on April 29th, too late for this 
issue. Results will be covered in NHS- 116. 

O ur veteran ' back cover ' genius, Tony Hurst was aga in 
fea tured in the magazine 'N ikon Owner ' a long wi th some of 
his awesome Nikon RF images, a ll in color. Congratulations 
Tony, you deserve it. 

US postage, domestic :md internation al, is up again! 
They are killing me! Our last dues increase was in January 
of 2007. Nol sure whal lo do righl now. I'll have 10 Ihink 
aboul il. RJ R 



NHS-CON 13 
PARIS, JUNE 1 

This bei ng the last issue of the Joumal before our Paris meeting. 
I need to summarize everything and try to mention all that is 
important. So here goes ... 0. 

J hope everyone who is atte nding has booked their hotel as 
we are now past the cut-off date. Please refer to NHS- 114 if you 
need hotel info. 

For all the latest meeting info as well as travel tips while 
visiting Pari s, please go to our official convention website. Thierry 
Ravassod is keep ing it up to date so vis it often. 

http: //web.me.com/magicworldofimaging/NHS-CON-13 
http: //www.nipponkogaku8kluh.com 

The Convention fee of$ I 50 is now due for those who have not 
yet pa id. However, afte r midnight April 15th there is a latc charge of 
$25 per person so please get your money to us as soon as possible. 
We have many bil ls to pay with a lmost 90% of the fee be ing 
absorbed by the hote l charges for the Friday meeting room, coffee 
breaks and lunch. Those of you outside the EU can pay di rectly 
to me e ither by check (RJR P UBLISHING) or PAY PAL me at 
(rotoloni@ msn .coml. Those with in the EU or Europe shou ld pay 
di rectly to Chri s Sap using the IBANIB IC bank-to-bank system 
as follows: BI C: GEBABEBB 

IBAN: BE79 0015 32031033 
SA P C hristophe, B-9800 Deinze 

Ou r clos ing d inner has been decided . We will dine on Friday 
evening in the Eiffel Tower! Dinner is at 6:30 ( 18:30) so we need 
to fini sh the meet ing by 5PM or so. Cost will be around 70-75 
Euro per person and there is a lower e ntry fee of 8.50 Euro. We 
will have defi ni te prices for you at the meet ing. I hope that most, 
if not a ll attending, join us in the Tower for some great views 
of Paris at night. (WE WILL NEED TO KNOW WHO WILL 
ATTEN D SO WE CAN GIVE THEM A NUMBER. LET US 
KNOW BEFORE OR WHEN YOU ARRIV E IN PARIS IF YOU 
W ILL BE ATTEND ING. THANK YOU.) 

We will be in the hotel lobby on Tuesday evening at 7pm for 
a little get together. Also to discuss what we can do such as day 
trips to Versa il les, the Eiffel tower, Notre Dame, etc . Please look 
for us there and help us 'take over ' the bar & lounge! 

The speakers have been set for this meeting. They include: 
ULI KOCH ......... GERMA VA RI MAX HI STORY .. 50 YEA RS 
BILL KRA US ......... MYTHI CAL 30MM BRON ICA-NIKKO R 
THIERRY RAVASSODIBOB ROG EN .... 
TH E NIKONOS SYSTEM FROM THE MODEL I TO TH E RS 
YUKI KAWAJ... ... ... ......................... TO BE AN NOUNCE D 
CHRl S SAP ........................................ TO BE ANNOUNCED 
TONY HURST SLID E SHOW ........................ ODDS n ENDS 
RJR ................................. TH E WORLD OF NIKON MOVI E 

We also have some other ideas for the meeting. We hope to 
have time for a 'Show-n-te ll" sess ion so BRING SOMETH1NG! 
Also we wi ll have a contest. Whoever has the worst looking but 
'functional' likon product in the room wi ll receive a FREE 
signed copy of my book. So bring your favorite disaster' 

We hope to have time for a sma ll swap meet. We can set thi s 
up once the speakers are fin ished. So why not bring something 
to sell or trade? 

As announced in NHS-114, we also have a specia l promotion 
planned to help increase attendance. A chance to get my Nikon 
RF book for FREE! A S100 value! Anyone attending the meeting, 
non-member or not , who joins the Society for 3 years, o r ex tends 
thei r current membership by 3 years, will receive a free s igned 
book. 
( I) Membe rship fee ca n be paid in advance along with the 

Convention fee or pa id at the meeting. 
(2) The 3-year membership is $85 US and $ 11 5 ROW. 
(3) Books are for pickup only at the Convention. No shipping. 

Those of you who were in Vancouver may remember that I 
brought along a few boxes of Ni kon promo items that I had 
accumulated over the years. I se t them out on a tab le and simply 
offered them to those in the room who wanted some. The response 
was great and everything went ! So we thought we might try it 
aga in . I don ' t have much left but if you have something in Nikon 
that you no longer want/need or have as duplicates, why not bring 
it along fo r our 'GIVEAWAY' table? Nothing of great value but 
maybe something someone else wi ll want. It can be fun and you 
never know what will show up. Please he lp us with thi s. I am sure 
we a ll have 'something ' to contribute. 

So here is a summary of events: 
I) We will start promptly at 9am on Friday, so please be on time. 

We must finish on schedule so we can get over to the Tower 
2) Coffee, etc, wi ll be furni shed in the morning as well as a 

catered lunch, so there is no need to leave the hote l. This is 
a ll covered by your Convention fee . 

3) Bring something for 'show n' tell' . 

4) You can also bring items to se ll and trade for the afternoon. 
5) Remember a FRE E signed copy of my book to the worst 

functioning Nikon in the room! 

6) Remember also a FR EE book to whoever pays for a 3-year 
membership (new or upgrade). 

7) Bring some inexpensive items for our ' Giveaway table ' so 
we can a ll enjoy it. 

8) I hope everyone has their rooms arranged and please get your 
fee to us as soon as possible. 
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WHO ACTUALLY MADE NIKON'S 1ST FLASH?? 

THE 'WALZ'STORY 
BY JEFFREY FELTON WITH PHOTOS BY SHIN NIMURA 

The Nikon S (and its predecessor, the MS) were made with 
novel flash synchronization sockets not used on any other camera. 
Prior to that, Nikon rangefinder cameras did not have flash synch. 
The fl ash synchronization cord for use with the Nikon S has a 
corresponding Nikon 'bi-post" plug to fit these sockets and the 
other end is an ordinary 'household type' electrical plug. We are all 
familiar with the ikon fl ashgun units for the model S, which were 
marked 'N ikon B.C.B.'. The first two letters stand for 'Battery­
Capacitor', but we are not sure what the last '8 ' stands for. Two 
models of the ikon B.C.B. were produced, named the B.C.B. and 
the B.C.S.-II , as printed on the covers ortheir instruction books. 

two authors state that the flashgun was not an N-K product, and 
speculated on what the close relat ionsh ip between Walz and N-K 
might have been for this product, and whether a version of thi s 
bullet-head flash marked simply 'Nikon' might ever have been 
produced. More about this later. 

There are two different versions of the Walz For Nikon bullet­
head fla sh. They are practically identica l, differing in the position 
of the engraved words 'Walz For Nikon'. The bullet-shaped head 
on these flashguns is composed of two parts. The rear part is the 
bullet-shaped tip, and the front part is a short horizonta l cylinder 
or tube, to wh ich the tip is attached. On the earlier (Type I) unit, 

'Walz' was engraved on the front cylinder, and 
'For Nikon' on the rear bullet-shaped tip. But on 
the later model (Type II ), 'Walz For Nikon' was 
all engraved on the short front section, leaving the 
bu llet-shaped tip with no engraving whatsoever. 

The Wa lz For Nikol1 fla shgun does not use 
the battery-capacitor (BC) type e lectrical system. 
Instead it just uses regular 1.5-volt D-cell batteries; 
2 or 3 of them. 

A complete ' Walz For Nikon' fl ash outfit 
includes the following : 

I) The main flash gun head, with long tube/ 
handle and base cap. It is about 8 inches tall and 
1.5 inches in diameter; there is a bulb ejection lever 
all the lower side of the bullet-shaped projection; a 

The earlier of these two models 
is now commonly referred to 
as the B.C.B.-1. Both models 
were engraved simply' B.C. B. ' , 
without any Roman numeral to 
distinguish them. Both types 
accepted the household p lug 
o n the Nikon S synch cord. 
Th ese tw o B.C.B. mode ls 
were succeeded by a series 
of nash gun s marked s impl y 
'BC', in stead of 'B.C.B.'. 
The firs t of this series was 
the BC-III wh ich, like its two 
predecessors, has a one piece 
round solid fl ash refl ector bowl. 
After the BC- III , most of the later Nikon BC models 
had a fo lding 'fan-fl ash' reflector. These include the 
BC-4, BC-5, and BC-7. The BC-6 is an odd little 
exception to this rule, and is not a fan-flash. 

'-:t::::~~~!!!!!!~~!i!iiiiiiiiiii.;:-l short extension tube, 2.5 inches long, 
I to hold an extra (3"') D-cell battery. 

It can be screwed to the bottom of 
the main tu be and it accepts the 
base cap. 

But the B.C.B.-I was not the first flash un it 
for the Nikon S. It was preceded by an earl ier unit 
produced by the Walz Company. This 'Walz For 
N ikon' flashgun has been described in a nice art icle 
by Tony Hurst published in NHS-33, page 12, Sept. 
30, 1991. The photos in this artic le show a unit with 
a distinctive rounded bullet shape on the back end 
of the head. The gun is engraved ' Walz For Nikon' 

flASH .EQUIPMENT 2)011e large reflector bowl (5 .5 
inches diameter) , sh in y chro me 
plated on the inside. On the early 
model the bowl is painted black on 
the outside. On the later model it is 
black crinkle finish. The bowl screws 
onto the front of the flash head using 
threads surrounding the bulb socket. 

FOR N i"on M.I.I·S 

NIPPON KOG,U.U K. K. 
• $H,H.t.G.t.W.t. '0"'0 

on the top of the head, and further, its synchroni zation cord has 
the unique Nikon S bi-post pl ug fitting into which is molded the 
N-K logo. However, the words 'Nippon Kogaku ' do not appear 
anywhere on the flashgun or its bracket, but the word 'Nikon' is 
engraved in what appears to be the font used on the early Nikon 
rangefi nder cameras. Finally, Rotoloni found in his collection a 
piece of bOlla fi de Nippon Kogaku literature, a leaflet (reproduced 
here), that shows a fl ash-gun which is indist inguishable from this 
' bu llet-head' model , and seems to match it perfectly. The photos 
in the leaflet were made in such a way that the words 'Walz 
For Nikon ' could not be seen (even if they were present). The 

A push-in adapter to a llow use of Swan-type ' midget' bayonet 
bulbs is a lso provided. Without this adapter, the socket accepts 
large Edison-type threaded bulbs. 

3)A clamp to attach the tubelhandle and a bracket to hold the 
camera. The c lamp and bracket are one connected piece. They 
do not come apart from each other on the Walz For Nikon flash. 
Both c lamp and bracket are shiny chrome plated. The bracket has 
a vertical support piece in the back , which is all one long piece, 
and includes two tabs that stick up on the ends. 
Top .. The 'Wah'box/or the Nikon versioll o/their flash, (Richard 
Leoll) Below .. The Nippon Kogakll box, Note the same label! 



Be/o JV is the olle-piece damp/bracket assembly found 011 the early version 
of the ' Walz For Nikon 'jlashg ull. A lso nole fh e (Il/dell piece screwed (0 the 
bracket holtom to hold the camera body ill correcllllig llmelll. 

Below left & rigllt ... Tll e jillsll bowl Oil til e ellrly type ' WlI lz 
For N ikoll' version has a higlttly polishel/ internal surface 
and u ,lull black painted rear slIrface. 

3 
JVe start offwilh the early version off the 'Wa/z For 
Nikoll ' flashgun. A t left is un overall view of the 
tuhel /ullul/e without the extellsion. If would hold 2 
D-cells. Be/ow is a close-lip of the engraving style 
used on the early version Dilly. 

Above ... The ~yllc" cord, extellsioll tube, mit/get 
Swan-type lulapfer & fhe terminal plug mentioned inlhe te.'(/. 
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Continuing with tlte ' JYu/z For Nikoll ' early version, the hvo photos abOile illustrate a complete outfit ill bOlh assemblel/ and disassembled 
m Ol/e. IIYOII come across sud, a IIl1il it )Voult/lleetl to possess allfhe parIs pictured here to be a truly 'complete ' example. 

A bove ... The 11ibelhalUlle with the screw-Oil base cap removell. Above right .. Here YOII call see both the Inallllal trigger & p r O/fulling 

ferminal plug as JVell (IS the Swan-Iype midget Ol/apler inserted. Be/oJV right .. The rather shallow reflector bowl found Oil these IIllits. 

• 



4)A synch cord made of black rubber zip cord. O n one end is the 
Nikon male bi-post flash connector bearing the N-K logo. II is 17 
inches long. On the other end is a typical househo ld male plug. 

5)There is a small knurled metal terminal plug that will insert 
into an electrical outlct on the tube. It seems to be provided for the 
purpose of fabricating your own custom synch cord with whatever 
connector you want on the other end. 

6)The boxes for these outfits will be discussed later in thi s 
article. 

The immediate predecessor of the two Walz For Nikon bullet­
head units (Types I & II ) was a bullet-head flash that was marked 
simply ' Walz' on the front section of the head. There was no 
engraving of 'N ikon ' anywhere on it. This Walz-only bullet-head 
fl ash closely resembled the two made for Nikon versions that 
followed it, with similar handle, reflector bow l, c lamp, camera 
bracke t, extension tube fo r a y d battery, and an adapter for midget 
bu lbs. Prior to this bullet-head unit , Walz flashguns did not have 
the bullet-shaped head. 

Although it is simil ar to the Walz For Nikon models, there are 
several differences. The Walz-only unit is 1.25 inches taller and 
the diameter of the tube is sma ller by 1.8mm, but it will still accept 
D-cell batteries. The reAector bowl is chrome on both the inner and 
outer surfaces (shiny on the inner & dull on the outer surface). II is 
a little bit larger in diameter and a lot deeper (2.5 inches versus 1.5 
inches). The two types of bowls have the same female mounting 
threads, so they can be interchanged between the two types offlash 
heads. The Walz-on ly model also has an extension tube to ho ld a 
third D-cell battery. This tube is a little longer at a lmost 3 inches. 
Unlike the short extension tube on the For Nikon models, which is 
open on both ends, this tube is c losed on the top with a solid metal 
lid that is not removable. An insulated electrica l contact comes 
through the lid, and there are threads around the top rim so it can 
be screwed into the bottom of the main tube/handle. 

On the Walz-only bullet head Aash the tube c lamp and camera 
bracket come apart into separate pieces, both chrome plated. On 
the bracket for the Walz-only unit there is no ve rtical support piece 
in the back. 

The Walz-only fl ash has an adapter for midget-type bayonet 
bulbs, which is quite similar to the corresponding adapter for the 
Walz For Nikon model. However, the top of this adapter flares 
outward on the Walz-only version, whereas it fl ares out and then 
curves back inward at the top on the Nikon vers ion. 

The main fl ash unit has a cocking lever on the Walz-only model. 
This must be cocked before the fl ash can be manua lly triggered 
using the re lease button on the tubelhandle. There is no such lever 
on the Walz For N ikon version, and it can be manually triggered 
just by pushing downward on the stepped button on the tube. Above 
the cocking lever there is a 5mm hole in the tube. Inside the hole 
there are brass threads, and it seems that there is some accessory 
that should screw into this hole, but miss ing from the specimen 
I have. 

The non-bullet-head Walz fl ashguns that preceded the Walz-only 
bullet-head model all had long tall handles (tubes to hold D-cell 
batteries). I know of three models with solid reflector bowls, and 
I have one very early Walz model that was a fan-flash. One early 
Walz flash (with a solid refl ector) is ca lled the ' Walz Synchro Flash 
Gun (Type B)' . Another one is ca lled the ' Walz A'. These types a re 
labeled on the ir boxes, & also on a piece of Walz literature. 

Recently, evidence has emerged that the Walz For Nikon flashgun 

5 
was, in fac t, sold as a Nippon Kogaku product. Richard Leon has 
a website that contains a page titled; 

www.reoci ties.com/rodeod rive/4999/nikonrfd r/nrfflash2box. jpg. 

This page shows a picture of the box for the second type ofWalz 
For Nikon flash unit. The box is a light-brown corrugated cardboard 
Wa lz-type box wi th a hinged folding lid and a string tie, not a dark 
pasteboard Nikon-type box with a separate lid. O n top of the box 
is a blue printed pasted-on label , which reads: 

FLASH EQU IPMENT 
FOR Nikon Model "8" 
NI PPON KOGAK U K.K. 
SH I 'AGAWA TOKYO 

This label is nearly identical to the label on the box for the 
Ni kon B.C.B.- I fl ashgun. It has the same wording, the same 
layout, and even the same font. The only difference is the color 
of the background; blue for Walz For Nikon, red for the Nikon 
B.C.B.-1. 

Nowhere on this label is Wall mentioned, but the contents 
of the box is a Type 2 Wa lz For Nikon fla shgun outfi t. The four 
website photos immediately fo llowing this one depict the interior 
and contents of that box, and confinn that this item is, in fact , a 
Walz For Nikon fl ashgun . 

Seven photos in the section of the website preceding the 
photo re ferenced above show the first version (Type I) of the Walz 
For Nikon fl ash, including its original box, which resembles the 
second box except that it does not have any label on it, and is not 
marked N ikon or Nippon Kogaku. This earlier vers ion or the box 
bears no label. 

However, I have seen another Type I Wa lz For Nikon outfit, 
and in that instance the box is ident ica l to the box for the Type II 
outfit in the web photo described above. 

Both types of the Wa lz For N ikon fl ashguns come with the 
same Nippon Kogaku leaflet, and with the same synch cord that 
has the -K logo molded into it. Both of which we know of from 
the 199 1 NHS-33 art icle. 

All this provides irrefutable evidence that the two Walz For 
Nikon Aashguns were distributed and sold as Nikon products by 
Nippon Kogaku. As such, they are the first Nikon fla sh un its. 
They are not j ust a ' For Nikon' after-market accessory marketed 
separately by Wall. It seems certain that they were manufactured 
for Nikon by Walz. Because of some striking s imilarities, to be 
discussed in a future a rtic le, it is very likely that Wall was also the 
manufacturer orthe Nikon B.CB. flash units. The next flashgun 
that fo llows the late-type Walz For Nikon version is the Nikon 
B. C. B.-I mode l. There are th ree types of the B.C.B.-1. The first 
two types are transit iona l from the Wall For Ni kon fl ash, and this 
\\li ll be discussed in a future art ic le. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
EXCEPT FOR THE UPPER BOX PHOTO ON 
PAGE 2, ALL PHOTOS IN THIS INSTALLMENT 
WERE TAKEN BY MR. SHIN NIMURA. BOX 
PHOTO IS COURTESY OF RICHARD LEON. 
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Left & above ... Comparisoll photos of the two types o/,Walz For 
Nikoll 'flashguns. At left we /tUlle the two types of engravings 
seen 011 these IIl1ils. Tire above photo illustrates the two types 
of reflector bowls. 0" the right is fhe ellrlier dull black paintell 
type alld 011 the left the later crillkle fillished bowl. 

N ow lets compare the early' 'Valz For Nikoll' IIl1it with tire ' Walz-ollly' ,'ersion. The above two photos show fhe very different reflector 
bowls fOlllld 0 11 these IIll i /s. The 'JYal:,-ollly'type is to the left ill each photo. Note that if is chrome fillished 011 bOlh slir/aces and tlrat 
it is much (leeper ,h(1II thai for the 'Nikoll' version. Below pltotos .. Left we see the cockillg lever Oil tire "Yal:,-oll~V' unit that is 1I0f 

present on the Niko" version (Rear). Riglrt .. A comparison of tire lube/ handles. Note the lillie" longer ' Wa{~_on{yJ lithe. 



, 

At left is slioJVn tire obvious difference between the 
'Walz-only'versioll anti the early 'For Nikoll 'version, 
Ab{Jve are the slightly ,Iifferent Swan-lIlidget bulb 
adapters mentiolled in Ihe text. On the left the' Wuh ­
only ' version with the' For Nikoll ' type 011 the right. 

A bove left ... Their different extension tubes for the 3rd D-cell. The' Walz-ollly' is 1101 only longer but has a closed fop with an electrical 
contact . . Above right ... The Walz-only two-piece c/umpibrackef and the Wafz For Nikon one-piece version. Below ... The one piece 
cJampibrackef has an added piece at lite rear IIsed to help fix and properly align the cameNI body to the bracket. 
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This ;s tire leaflet m entioned ill the lext, It came to 
me inserted ill the standard manllal. If YO Ii look 
closely yo II will see Iltal the lI11il IIsed to illustrate 
litis piece of Iiteratllre is actually fh e 'Wah For 
Nikoll ' bullet head flashgun. Note the ciampi 
bracket assembly. Bill the most telling shot is 0 11 

the third page where the IInil is shown from the 
side and tire 'bullet-head' design is very obvious. 
This unique head c:ollfigllratioll was very different 
than tlta/llsed 011 the later Nikan B. C B. units and 
sets the Wa/zjlashglllls apart /rol1l all others. 

Push the smaller plugs on 
the connecting cord into 
sockets marked "S" on 
the camera, when slow 
shutter is uied. 

J . For both fest end ,low 
shutter speeds, thrust the 
IlIrger plugs 01\ the connect­
ing cord into ye llow 50Ckets 
found on the reef side of 
the flash gun. The gun is 
provid.d with 2 extrll pairs 
of green socket holes on 
the sides, which lire used 
with extension cords: For 
IIdditionlll lamps. 

4 . When a peanut.shaped 
midget bulb with II swan 
bose is used, lin attachment 
piece must b9 added to the 
lamp socket of the gun. 

HOW TO USE 

THENikon CAMERA, MODEL· S , 

WITH BUl L T·IN FLASH 

SYNCHRONIZER 

With the Nikon Camera, Model 5, any 
marketed Flash gun may be used, but the 
Nikon Flash Gun has specially been designed 
and t hereFore is more preferable. 
I. The Nikon Flllish gun can 

be Fixed to the camerlll 
with the ever.ready 
clurying case IlIttached. 

2. Push the smaller plugs on 
the connecting cord into 
sockets marked 1/ F" on 
the camera, when Fast 
shutter is used. 

~. IF it is desired to IIscertllin the se.tisFllIctory working 
of the gun beForehand, a test bulb supplied with 
the gun mllY be used. 

6. F=or Fast shutter speed, a Flosh bulb For focal plane 
shutter (say GN No.6 or similor), lind for slow 
shutter speed, lin open Flash bulb (IOOY: G~ No. 
II or similar) must be used . 

7. The flash lamp is automatically lighted with the 
releose of the shutter button, which must not be 
touched until all is ready. 

8. When the flesh gun lever (A in F=ig.) is pressed 
down, the used bulb wilillutomllticlllly be releesed 
and drop oFF. 

Q. The flllsh gun may be operated independentlY/II~ert 
From the camero, by pushing the button (B in F=ig.) 
on the Front side of the gun. 

Impo rt an t : 

I. Merketed flash guns lire sometimes not insuillted between the gun lind 
the holder. It is important that the insuilltion be inserted, if it is obs~nt. 

2. F"or 1I shutter speed of I /~oo of II second or when more than two 

Fillsh bulbs life conwmed on the circuit, increase the bIIttery voltage 
to not less than 4.' volts. 

3. l=or shutter speeds of 1/ 20-1 sec, a strobe Fillsh may alternlltive ly 
be used with the smaller cord plugs in sockets .. S" on the CIImerll . 
It is es:sental to see that the s~l"IChro.time adjuster be correctly set 
prior to use of the strobe apperlltus. 

Shutter speed 
Sockets OIl the CIImera 
to be used ··F·· 

Slow 1.1/ 8 

· 5" 

Flash bulb to be ed Focel plane shutter b...lb pen 11I"h b...lb (GE No. 
us (GE No.6 or 'imilllr) II or similar) 

- -
N IPPO N K OG AKU:K. K. 

iJAPAN OPTICAL Co., L TO.) 
,H'HAO"W". TOItyO 

. 
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0" this page is a series of detailed photos of the (Wa/z-oll ly' 
flashgun. Clo('kwise from fop left ... Thejlash handle showing the 
cocking lever. The bullet head with just the' 'Yalz' engraving. The 
lube/handle with its extensioll tltbe & its different cap system. 
All the parts making lip this version of tire JValzjfashgull. Two 
views 0/ its very different reflector bowl which is shiny on all 
slIrfaces olli/lIllich (leeper than those on the Nikoll IIllits. The 
two piece clumpibracket assembly alld the Swan-midget bulb 
adapter correct for this model. 
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INSIDE YOUR NIKON CAMERA 

THE NIKON S2 SHUTTER 
THE BRAKES & BALL BEARING SYSTEM 

INTRODUCTION 
The Nikon S2 (Fig I-photo of the exposed inte rnal mechanism) 

was designed as a high qua li ty model intended to riva l the Leica 
IIIf. However, in April 1954, when the fabrica tion of its parts was 
a lready underway, Ernst Leitz GmbH released the Leica M3 at the 
4th Photokina trade show in Cologne. It created a sensation wi th 
its epoch-making, sophisticated features and high performance 
(Fig. 2-photo of an early type body with a Swedish-Army-type 
Elmar 5cm/f3.5 lens mounted). Consequently, Nippon Kogaku 
Kogyo reconsidered some specifications of the S2 to upgrade 
its fea tures and released the new model in December 1954. The 
most important changes in the specifications are: the viewfinder 
magnification changed from about 0.9 power to 1.0 power, and 
the wind system from knob wind to lever wind [ I]. In contrast to 
the Nikon S, which did not se ll very well in the US market despite 
its rab id recogn it ion thanks to the use by LI FE photographers, the 
Nikon S2 sold much better. While a tota l of 226, 178 sets of the 
Leica M3 were produced over 15 years, 56,7 15 sets of the Nikon 
S2 were produced over only 5 years. On the US market, the Nikon 
S2 was priced at about 2/3rds the price of the Leica M3 [2]. 

To the author, the Le ica M3 and the Nikon S2 seem quite apart 
in their design philosophies: besides function and performance, the 
Leica M3 puts great emphas is on the sensory charm of operating a 
camera [3], while the Nikon S2 puts much value on durabi lity and 
the engineering spirit from its development process. Presumably 
the difference may stem from the origins of the two companies. 
While Ernst Leitz was originally a manufacturer of upper-grade 
microscopes, Nippon Kogaku originally manufactured upper-grade 
optical arms. The Nikon S2 has a number of unique technical 
features. Out o f them, here the author will discuss the shutter brakes 
and the ball bearings employed in the shutter mechanism. 

THE SHUTTER BRAKES IN THE NIKON S2 
In the Nikon S2, because the shutter curta in speed of 

16ms/36mm, which was much higher than that of 18ms/32mm in 
the Nikon S, a new brake system with a higher performance was 
essentia l. The brake for the front curtain is called a "pendu lum 
brake", in which the front curtain system hits a counterweight just 
as massive as the front curtain system to stop it immediate ly [I]. 
This mechanism can be exposed by removing the bottom cover of 
the shutter mechanism (Fig. 3). When the shutter re lease button 
is pressed, a hook of the angle lever comes off from a cutout in 
the angle cam which appears at the center of Fig. 3, causing the 
angle cam to turn counter-clockwise in the figure and the front 
curtain to start traveling. When the rear end of the front curtain 
has passed the picture aperture, a pin protruding backward in 
the fi gure from the angle cam reaches the downward lever of the 

By DR. MANABU NAKAI 

pendu lum shown in the upper part of Fig. 4, to activate the front 
curtain brake. This braking mechanism may have been invented 
by an engineer with a background in physics. The front curtain 
stops as a result ofa combinat ion of this and many other factors. 
In contrast , the early type of Leica M3 has comparatively small 
friction brakes independently provided for each of the front curtain 
and rear curtain. While the front curtain brake in the Nikon S2 
clacks rather cheerfully at braking, the brakes in the Leica M3 
work very quietly. 

The rear curtain brake of the Nikon S2 is positioned adjacent 
to the lower part of the rea r spring tube (F ig. 5). There is a gear at 
the bottom of the rear spring tube, which is engaged with another 
gear having a pin protruding on its underside. When the front edge 
of the rear curtain has passed the picture aperture, this pin passes 
over the top end of a steel ba ll pressured upward by a fl at spring 
underneath, wh ich actuates braking. Arresti ng the rebound of the 
rear curtain, this brake acts on the motion of the rear spring tube 
and the motion of gears. The foca l plane shutter cameras designed 
by Nippon Kogaku Kogyo and Nikon Corporation to date have 
employed brakes with a variety of creat ive ideas [4]. The brake 
system in the Nikon S2 is uniquely designed rather than just an 
imitation of the Leica. 

THE BALL BEARINGS IN THE NIKON S2 
The N ikon I, M and S employ a ball bearing in the pawl of the 

shutter mechanism, and the design of this construction is patented. 
The part with an equivalent fun ction to th is pawl is ca lled "double 
arm" in the Leica Ilic and 111 f. In genera l, the pawl of a Nikon 
camera turns faster than that in the cameras of other brands [5]. 
Roughly speaking, ball bearings have much smaller starting torque 
and running torque than slide bearings. But using a ba ll bearing 
in a camera increases the size of the bearing part , which increases 
vibration and chatter. However, ball bearings are used in certain 
types of the Leica IIIc [6] and in a ll Leica IIlf, but in no versions 
of the Leica M3. 

In the Nikon S2, ball bearings are used in three parts. Fig. 6 
shows the release shaft assembly, the internlediate gear and the 
pawl assembly, each having one or two ball bearings. Since the 
pawl assembly was caulked and could not be disassembled, the 
author had to break it apart to take out the ball beari ngs. It was 
an extra small ball bearing with six balls supported in a cage, 
measuring about 4.4mm in bore diameter, about IOmm in outside 
diameter and about 3.4mm in width, appearing to be the same as 
single-row deep groove radial bearings made by manufacturers 
of ro lling bearings. However, the end faces of the inner and oute r 
races are finished rather roughly, while it has no manufacturer 
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name that should be engraved on a race end face. It has a raceway 
groove similar to that in a single-row deep groove radial bearing. 
but the author wonders if the raceway surfaces are processed by 
super finishing. It is designed to have a relatively small internal 
c learance, probably because the tilt of the paw l shaft fitted to the 
inner race is considerably smaller than that in the Nikon S. The 
bearing tables of ext ra small ball bearings based on the current ISO 
Standard contain no bearing of these dimensions. This extra small 
ba ll bearing used in the Nikon S2 is subjected only to a light load 
and almost no temperature rise, yet it is des irable to lise a hi gh­
grade lubricant because the inner race is acce lerated impulsively. 
This pan was supplied as an assembly probably because it required 
gauging while bei ng assembled. Anyhow, the introduction of an 
extra small ball bearing at the pawl pan in Nikon rangefinder focal 
plane shutter cameras was a great success. 

Simi larly, because it is also impossible to disassemble the 
release shaft assembly. the author had to break it apart to examine 
the ball bearings at the gear pan. Fig. 7 shows a half-sectional view 
of the gear pan. Th is drawing was drafted not by ippon Kogaku, 
but by the author, in which only the gear is shown in a halfsection. 
A fu ll type ba ll bearing with steel ba lls of a diameter of I mm is 
provided at each of the top and bottom of the gear inside, and the 
diameter of the shaft on which the steel balls ro ll is about 3.S mm. 
The number of balls is ca lculated to be fourteen by the form ula 
fo r determining the number of balls in a full type ball bearing [6] , 
but actually, the number wi ll be thirteen considering machining 
errors. The author tried breaking the gear apart and found twelve 
steel ba lls in each full type ba ll bearing. While the profile curve 
of a ba ll bearing race usually has a little larger radius than the 
ro ll ing element radius, the races of these full type ba ll bearings 
are composed of a cylindrical outer surface, a cylindrica l inner 
surface and two plane surfaces. In this case, the rotation di rect ions 
of rolling e lements should vary great ly according to the ratio of 
the radial load to the thrust load. In fact, on the shaft s ide and 
gear side raceway surfaces of the disassembled parts, four streaks 
from fri ction were found. Whenever overhau ling the Nikon 52, 
therefore, it is essent ia l to replenish a lso the lower fu ll type ball 
bearing, though invisible fro m outside, with a high-grade lubricant 
referring to Fig. 7. The author wonders whether the high carbon 
chromium bearing steel is used for the races of these full type 
ball bearings. When the author tried rotating the gear manually, it 
turned smoothly enough. At the ponion on wh ich the stee l ba lls 
ro ll , the release shaft is covered with a sleeve. This part should be 
supplied as an assembly, probably because gauging was required 
to adjust the internal clearance. 

In turn, the intermediate gear can be disassembled, and the 
bearings therein had a des ign similar to the full type ba ll bearings 
in the release shaft assembly as shown in Fig. 8. Since the diameter 
of the shaft measured in about 3mm, by calcu lat ion [6], 12.4 steel 
ba lls of a diameter of I mm can be put in a bearing. However, the 
author found twelve steel balls in each of the upper and lower 
bearings. In order to increase the accuracy of the front curtain 
travel , engineers of N ippon Kogaku changed the beari ngs fo r 
the re lease shaft assembly and the intermediate gear from slide 
bearings to fu ll type ball bearings. In contrast, the Leica M3 uses 
an intermediate gear wi th a cutout and the engaged gear under the 
drum is disengaged from the intennediate gear when shutter charge 
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is completed (Fig. 9). Thus, the travel of the front cunain is not 
affected at all by the chargi ng gear train. This design must have 
astonished engineers at Nippon Kogaku. The adoption of full type 
ball bearings for the re lease shaft assembly and the intermediate 
gear in the Nikon S2 embodies the ir "engineer spirit" truly. 

The Nikon S2 is a high quality camera equ ipped with a ll 
essential features. The author loves this camera because it appears 
to embody the offensive mind-se t of Nippon Kogaku , wh ich 
was aiming to make a camera at the top of the world at the time. 
However, the chatter of this camera is relat ively loud. One of the 
factors causing this noisiness is considered to be the properties 
of the curta in material. So, the author tried changing the shutter 
curta in to one with a smaller bending stress like the one in the 
Leica M3 , made of cloth rubberized on one side. Also, sl ightly 
more lubricant was given to the shutter mechanism. As a result , 
the sound quality of the chatter changed somewhat and the noise 
became a little less loud, but the effect was not as noticeable as 
the author expected. In the ikon I, M and S, the shutter curtain, 
made of silk rubberized on one side, is sewn onto the curtain plate. 
Meanwhile, the cunain of the Ni kon S2 is made of two silk sheets 
rubberized in the middle, making much account of the durability 
of the curtains. 

In the Nikon SP, both the fro nt and rear cunains are provided 
with a brake ofa unique design utilizing a hel ical torsion coil spring 
respect ively. Having had no opportunities to operate the original 
Nikon SP while it was marketed, the author does not know its 
operationa l feeling. Operat ing a Nikon SP Limited Edition made 
in 2005, the author can notice that the chatter is minimal and high­
grade lubricants are used from the touch of fingers. Hence, it is 
this camera that can truly rival the Leica M3. 

The author wishes to express hi s gratitude to Mr. Takeshi 
Kunii , President of Photo Koubou Kiitos Co., Ltd., which is a repa ir 
service company specializing in ikon cameras and Nikkor lenses. 
He provided prompt service with regards to the disassembly and 
the assembly of the Nikon cameras used in this art icle. 
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The author would like to correct typographical errors in his older 
articles: 
I) Line 31, lef. column, pg. 16, NHS-108: "complelC" should be 

"incomplete." 

2) Line 2, len column, pg. I I, NHS-112: "the supply-side chamber" 
should be "the winding-s ide chamber." 
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MY NIKON IS' TO 

MICRO FOUR-THIRDS ADAPTER 
By ALEX SHISHIN 

I came across th is Nikon S to micro four-thirds (m4/3) adapter by my Nikon S 35 mmlfl.8. It becomes a compact and fast 70mm/ 
acc ident at Yaotomi Camera in Osaka's Umeda underground mall. fl .8! It was an ideal short te lephoto (or extended normal lens) fo r 
It was tacked to the wa ll in a plastic bag which said ' DiscoverPhoto' cverything from portra its to street photography to landscapes. I 
on it. It cost 4800 yen, just over $50 at today's exchange rate, which found myself shooting with this lens more than any other. 
I thought was quite generous The only signifi cant 
for something so superb ly problem the Olympus has 
ma c hined a nd fi ni s h ed . Ia"'~ is in focus ing. The camera 
The co mp any ' s official has a blow-up focusing aid 
webs ite was listed as www. that is useful in a pinch, 
discoverphoto.jp. I went to but aw kwa rd. A green 
it and found they had lots focusing patch just helps 
exce llent photo accessories you concentrate on one 
available. Everything was, area but does not work as 
however, in Japanese. a rangefi nder. A s might 

The adapter went smoothly be ex pected, thi s was an 

on to my Olympus E-PLI s especially annoyi ng issue 
and every N ik on Sand C wi th wide angles below my 
(Con tax mt) lens made for Nikon S 35/fl.8 lens. 
the oute r bayonet mounted 1- ....... '-- On the plus side, in 
smoothly as well. It cannot AUTO mode the camera 's 

take inner bayonet lenses, L ___ ~..,;!~~~~~~=_, ____ ~~;,i~§:::!~~=-_J finder lightens up as you 
meaning most Nikon and all stop down and it can take 
Con tax 50111111 lenses. Note an optional elec tronic 
that though it is made for Nikon S lenses, Illy ikon C 85ff2 and viewfinder with a built- in diopter, and the meter is very good in 

135/0.5 worked perfectly well on it. low light. 
The lenses I tried ranged from the Voigtlander SC 2 1/ f4 to the Do you want this adapter? Forget DiscoverPhoto if you don ' t 

Nikon Sand C 135/0.5. All worked without a hitch. This will be live in Japan. That there is no English on their website is a good 
good news to anyone who has indication that they cannot deal 
tried a N ikon S to Leica with international orders. But 
coupled to a Leica to micro 4/3 despair not! A quick perusal 
adapter, only to find thatlhe of the Internet turned up the 
element was irritatingly a little webs ite of Rainbow Imaging, 
too wide. which olTers a "N ikon S/Contax 

On a micro 4/3 camera RF to m4/3" adapter that looks 
elTective focal length is doubled exactly like mine. Contact them 
relat ive to a 35mm camera. This at : rainbowimaging@gmail. 

com to learn more. Voigtlander 

270mm, which is exci ting makes a N ikon S to the Sony 
you want more reach. At NEX adapter. It ca n be had 
wide-angle end the news is that from "Cameraquest" and other 
your 21 mm becomes a 42mm distributors. 
optic, wh ile your prized 25mm It is a thrill to be able to use 
becomes just li ke a comm on all your Nikon rangefinder lenses 
50Ill l11 lens. You might value on a digital camera. It will be an 
the extended depth of fi e ld in bigger thrill to use them 
~Vh al has become a normal lens, fu ll-frame on a future mirrorl ess 
;:: you might not. After a few mera w i th a rangefinder 
experimental shots I put my mechan ism for manual focusing. 

I 
Don' t you th ink so? 

\ 'OIgi :ailder wide ang es away. 
It was a dilTerent story with L _____ ...::. ___________________ ...J 35/11/11/1.8 Nikkor & adapter. 



Right & helo ..... A 1051111111/2.5 alld a /351111111 
]3.5 mOlillted Oil (Ill Olympus E-PLJ us­
ing the DiscoveryP"oto Nikoll S 10 1114/3 
(It/apter. With this formut YOIl actually elll! 

lip lVith a 210111111((2.5 afl(1 a 270111111/[3.5, 
very fast light-weight leleph%s. With the 
35111111/f1.8 YOII get a 701111111/1.8, a really lIice 
portrait/ens. But wlrat J would like to play 
with is either the 50mm/fJ. J or 'he 85mlll/ 
[1.5. NoJV imagine shooting with a 100mlll/ 
/1.1 or a 1 701ll1ll1fl.5 lells. ell/! YOII illlagille 
what prime lenses with these specifications 
woultl cost? 

Some phD/OS Alex made using the DiscoveryP"oto 1114/3 adapter 
011 his Olllmplis E-PLI body. Above right .. An abanc/oned hOllse 

with electioll posters was matte lIsing a COil/ax mOllnt 85111",112 
Nikkor. Above .. A nicely decorated garbage truck ill Akashi JVas 
shol with the 35111111/[1.8 Nikko! resulting in a 70111111 perspectiJ1e. 
Right .. Takell ill Ullleda Mall ill Osaka also with the 351111111/1.8 
which, because o/its speed, is a very IIseful available light 70111111/ 
/1.8 optic. It might be time to illvel'( ill olle o/these adapters and 
all appropriate camera. Could be filII. 
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MORE ..... FROM THE LITERATURE 

Last issue member Jim Emmerson sent in sOllie very interesting contemporary Nikon range finder literatllre that he hUll/oulld ill old 
issues of 'Pacific Stars & Stripes ', published by the U.S. Government/or Ollr servic'emen. I have a/ways IIsed material wriflen at the 
lillie to get a more realistic oliliook 011 the history. The 'Ball 011 Nikons';11 NHS-114 really threw hilt, fortunately, YOll will see /tere 
that it was quickly lifted and was more a legality than any problellls with the equipment or Nippon Kogaku. Glad to see thatl Also 
check alit tlte article about the lIeed for secrecy in the Japanese camera industry. Very interesting inc/eel/! Thanks Jim. 

Nikon, Nikkor Import San Eased 
By J,ARRY ASHMAN 

S""S S, •• ft WI1Ur 

TOKyo-Tllo Cu.tom. Burenu In 
Wa.Sllirl8,io.ll hat!! e8.l!Ied 0 baD on thn 

KogaK1.1-U.S.A ., American. Qwners 
of tho In.dema .. ks, !tied a letter 
with the TreBBul'Y Department au­
tborlzlng the Import of on,. Item 
per person, 

jmpOl'l into the United Stat os 01 "The article muot be ,In the own. 
photogl't'phiC itelD8 besl"in,g the El" S pofIl!l!.i!ll!Iion upon ~ntt-l'lng the 
" Nlkon" or "Nlkkor" t rademuk •• U,S_," Grlftln .,xpln.in.d, "and it 
" U,S. Emblll5ti)' offici.1 $ .. Id ThuI'''' muot be lor Ih. OW""I'" penoMI 
duy. use and J1Qt for re-l!Iale-.H 

::;~l'\'iceno~n, tl .. " .-nd., .. t8 lind The I",pon "f Itt-IllS bearlDIt the 
"'1111>0 .. ')' elvllf .... s mm)' now 1001... trad .. marb was bll.""d I .. .lui,. 
one item b<oarillg "Ither tradl>- .. fter Nippon J(o,aku-U.S .A ., a. 
mlt~k In'<l th.. U_S_. Smith S, aD Amel'i~ ... n fum ",IUlln Ita le,al 
Grirtin, t •. S, lr ..... ury utt .. cl> .. a.nd ril:'" ............ d for "full prol.e<ltU>n" 
.... t;iuna.l ~u~Wm. repr""."'"Uve uooer the I.", "Sal .. Ht the Import 
... id. ..r fJM> ... Item. Wit!>out It.. OO •• "llt. 
G.irfln $old he "ecelved a cable- The 11'",' Jl:.ut Excbanl(a Service 

Thul'sUa), JL·om the CustOJll:S: BU1'eau ~ at ()funa. whic-h had removed the 
in W".hlngtop adviSing him Ihnt Items from Anny and " II' Force 
the bOl" wnH ."o.d !inC!' NlppOJl exc""nge~, ..... ld Ihoy will not be 

80ld until i t has receiv'ed otficial 
noUrfcatlon th .. b&n has bee n Il1ted 
And that official. at 'U_S_ portq of 
entry have bun notified. They 
alao sre awaiting en Interpretation 
01 the tu-m ·'oDe arlielfl" UlSed. hi 
tb. cable received by arlltln, 

A FEES apoke.m!Ul uld they >ue 
nat sure a eamel'a '\\'l th a lena 
would be one -arllcle, or whether 
a C.{1.me.l"a bod)~ a lone would b e COD ­
flidforfld one Brtich!. 

Griffin emphasized that the deci­
sion to allow one artiele per pell$oJ] 
I. not that or either the Cuslom. 
Bureau or tho 1'.0 ..... u.·y Depart • 
ment-but illl fl decision of the U.S . 
(radema"k ownel·s. who leially 
have tbe dghl 10 •• 1 the conditiMs 
under ",bleh the artiQle "nn be 
imported. 

r----------Far East Focus-----------, 

I Work on New Moclel Nikon Top Secret' 
• BJ T /80T. Ml\"J)y COLTON" "I~S A OOMPLETELY dllfuVll manu-
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..out a little turlbar and "y, with the h l lp oJ 
a ouUa board ILIld .om l IllIlde eontacu, that 
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SOME BOOK UPDATES 
It seems that for every issue I have new items to report to you. 

This is very positive feedback and I feel that we all benefi t from 
this type of disclission, since no one knows everything and none 
can learn un less we share. No matter how small an item do 110t feel 
it is insignificant. Someone else may benefit from it being posted 
here. Thanks you to a ll who part icipated in this issue. RJR 

Member Chris Sap sent in th is infonnation; 
An Exacta 135 mm/fJ.5 lens #264784 has been reported. 

We have an addition to our very small li st o f 'Type I' ' Eight 
Digit Nikon S' bodies as discussed on pages 86- 88 in my book. 
These are the cameras that have an extra ' 1 • added to the end of 
their numbers that we think denote duplicate body number. Please 
add body #6094524 I, which fa lls right into the batch shown in the 
book. See photos on this page. 

Chris also corrected an error in NHS- I 14. The Type 7 Variframe 
# 5448 I 5 is not the highest seen. That honor be longs to #544993 
mentioned in issue #1 10. Good feedback. 

I have also seen the following items of interest; 
500lllm/f5 Nikkor #647057 in Leica Screw mount ! 
500lllm/f5 Nikkor #647084 in Nikon mount 
250lllm/f4 Nikkor #272280 in Manual barre l 
1351llm/ f4. Nikkor #90483 in Leica screw mount! 
Early Nikon S #6094178 MIOJ red eye synch 
Early Nikon S #6094249 MIOJ red eye synch 
Early Nikon S #6094552 MIOJ red eye synch 
Black 28mmlfJ.5 Nikkor #7 1 8757 in METERS! 

Nikon I #609500 is on the market (I held this very camera in my 
hands about 20-25 years ago l ) 

And of course, Nikon S2E #6 I 940 I I in the Westlicht auction! 

Jim Emmerson sent in the number of a very early 5cm/0.5 
Nikkor #50 I 996 which reads on ly Nippon Kogaku (no Tokyo 
or Japan) with the # 17829 scratched on the rear mount & 29 in 
another spot. It is in meters and was found on Leica #2062 17. 

MEMBER FEEDBACK 
Member Ed Schwartzreich has again given us some feedback 

on a Journal art icle as he did last issue. I love feedback! 

Dear Robert . .. 
I read your question in HS-I 14 about the Nikon B.C.B. 

fl ashes, and what the second '8 ' might mean. I cannot answer 
this myself, but it is useful to point out that th is nomenc lature was 
used in Japan at about the same time by both Nicca and Leotax, 
as well as Nippon Kogaku, to describe their flashes. Clearly there 
was some common meaning. 
Two photos o['Eight-Digi/ Nikoll S'#6094514 1 ",i/h is extra ' I ' 
tacketl oll the elld. Note even the back Illimber has beell tdtered to 
matcir. Ed sent a Leotax brochure as well as a photo of a Nicca 
flash, both o/which lise the B.C. B. type llOmellc/tltllre. We still 
do 1I0t kllowlI wllllt the last f B ' means. 
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THE AUCTION SCENE 

Peter Coeln will hold his 21" Westlicht Auction on Saturday, 
M ay 12th just before our Paris Convention. You will recall that 
Peter agreed to be a sponsor for NHS-Con I3 with a generous 
cont ri but ion of $ 1000. 1 want to thank him here publ icly and 
also repay his support with this preliminary introduction to his 
next sale, the results o f which will be published in NHS- II 6. Of 
course I have concentrated on the Nikon items using actual catalog 
photos supplied by Peter. Besides these there wi ll be some very 
historic items in the sale of around 500 items inc luding~ one of 
the 25 prototype Leica '0' series models; one of only two genuine 
gold plated Leica M3 cameras; a Shanghai Red Flag outfit ; a rare 
Ya lluftex and a 1935 AEG Cloud Camera, the first ' fi sheye' lens 
ever made. The sale in Vienna begins at 11 am. Preview is possible 
from May 10'" daily from IOam-6pm. 

Now for the Nikon items of interest. 

Above .. .A Nikoll F3 HP 'NASA'sel serial #1023. Very rare 
original NASA camera with ~pecial f eatures producell for 
space shuffle Challenger & Columbus missions. Speciallllo­
tor drive with COllllectioll fa all illtervu/ometer, battery pack, 
dala back wilhjlight dala & special S8- /7 jlash. Eslimale is 
14,000-16,000 ellro (S I 9,000-S22,000) 

Abol1e ... A complete, very early & rllre Nikoll F Olltfit consisting of 
F body #6400518 wilh slraighl prism & 4 mlllchil1g 'lick mark ' 
lem es! (5cm/j2 #521858, 3.5cm/j2.8 #920200, 10.5cm/j2.5 #120372 
& 13. 5cm/f3. 5 #721010). A rtlre olltfil/romlhe fi rsl prodllclioll rllll. 
£..Iimale is 3, 500-4,000 ellro (S4,700-S5,400) 

Above ... Nikoll FEA Ullderwaler camera #5400014. A special Nikoll 
FE body filled wilh all F2 "lyle Aclioll Fillder for IIl1derwaler pho­
tography IIsed with a housing. Dilly 50 o/these were ever made and 
lIIos1 were delivered to National Geographic alld prominent under­
waler pholgraphers. Eslimale is 1,600-2,000ellro (S2,100-S2. 700) 
Left ... Nikoll KS-80A 'US NA VY' camera #100047. F body #65441 76 
ellgravel/ 'U.S. NA VY', with prism, ell/arged rewind kllob, hack witlt 
,,1/ Navy markings, ~pecia{ F36 IIIotor, halld grip & electrical release. 
Malchillg Zoom-Nikkor 43- 86 #443885 eIIgral'etl 'U.S.NAVY'. 
Eslimale is 4,000-5,000 ellro (S5,400-S6, 700) 



I 

MORE AUCTION NEWS 
Stan Tamarkin has a lso sponsored our N HS-Con 13 with a 

$250 donation to help make the meeting a success. He will also 
be having another sale between issues # 115 & # 11 6 but I have no 
photos as this lime nor an extensive list to sec what will be the re 
of interest to Nikon collectors. The sa le is set for Sunday, April 
29lh in Woodbridge, Connect icut. You can learn more by going 
to auctions@tamarkin .com. By the time you get this issue the 
entire catalog shou ld be posted. 

As a lways Leica is represented in abundance and rarity. From 
what I know at this time there will be two Leica M Ps (black & 
chrome), two Reponer 250 shot cameras, two prototypes of the 
original Leica M motor drives, and a grey wartime IIl cK. One 
Nikon item that I be lieve will be in this sale is a 50mm/fI. 1 
Nikkor that I hope I am right about. If there is only one Nikon 
item in the sale you ca n' t beat thi s one. 

I will have all the resu its in NHS-1 16. But make sure you go to 
his website, as the cata log should be posted by April 2"". 

19 
Left ... Tlte 'gem' of this sale is this black NikolJ S2 cam­
era #61940 11. Not ollly is it ill jille cOllditioll blltthis 
is 110 ordillary b/uck S2. This is a genuine N ikoll S2£1 
Recellt(v l'uil/ to be discovered ill Greece, we CUll Udll it 
to Ollr slllu/llist of S2£s (619400 7, 6194009, 6194013, 
6194051, 6194052). £ stilllute is 30,000-40,000 ellro 
(S40,000-554,000). 

Below & Below left ... A II A bNlIUlIIISSOIl N ikoll SP/S3 
Rapid JYillder. A ,'er)' rare trigger wind 1Il(l(/e by N HS 
member Tom Abrahumssoll (Famous for a similar item 
he produces for the Leica M cumeras). Ollly a few pieces 
have been produced to date. Estimate is 800-I,OOOeuro 
(5 1,100-51,350). 

FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
I am pleased to announce that the US inven tory of my book is 

in place and all o rders can be processed for immed iate shipment. 
Since it became ava ilab le the beginning of March 2008, I have 
been shipping within 48 hours of receiving payment. 

Those of you who wish to obtain a s igned copy from me need 
on ly to contact me and it will be done. Besides persona lly s igning 
the book, I have a lso had made up labels stating to the fact that 
<t his copy has been purchased direct ly from the author '. Prices 
are as fo llow and inc lude a ll shipping and postage costs. There 
has been a significant increase in Prio rity shipping costs bUl l will 
hold these prices as long as possible. 
United Slales ....................... $ IOO including Priorily shipping. 
Canada .............. .. ......... $ 115 including I nt. Priorily shipping. 
Eu rope ............ .............. $125 including I nt. Priorily shipping. 
Japan/Auslralia .......... . $ 130 including Inl. Priorily sh ipping. 

I can accept checks (US/Canada only), money orders, bank wires, 
cash or PAYPAL. My email addresses(rotolon i@ msn.com & 
r.roto loni@sbcgloba l.net) are my Paypa l accoun t numbers. 
Please make a ll checks/money orders payable to: 

RJR PUBLISH ING or myse lf 
(PLEASE, NOT TO THE SOCIETY!). 

THANK YOU ...... RJR 



z 0 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

SELL !.IST ... My latest sell list has grown to 8 pages and is now 
ready. Many Nikon RF. Reflex & Bronica items. I can send it via 
email or regular mai l to anyone who wishes to be on my mailing 
list. Just contact me anytime to add your name. Robert Rotoloni 
rotoloni @msn.com & r.rotoloni @sbcglobal.net Thank you! 

WANTED ... NIKON F ' RED DOT' BLACK BODY; esposure 
meter for Nikon F model I-type I (Uli Koch pg. 20-The Accesso­
ries) possibly with incident light plate & booster; telescope adapter 
for Nikon F in case wi th its filters & screen in plastic bags. Carlo 
Rivolti , Italy. please email to rjyolti @Hhem it 

WANTED ... 8mm1f2.8 FISH EYE NIKKOR, 13mmlf5.6 NIJ(­

KOR. 120 FISH EYE SKY NIKKE R , experimental NlKON 
cameras and/or lenses/accessories, even if broken. NlKON S2 & 
SP (BLACK), ALUMINUM Scm F1.4 NIKKOR . PH Van Has­
broeck , 56 Albert Court, Prince Consort Road, London SW7 
2BE. tel: 0044 (0) 20 7584 0077, Fax: 0044 (0) 20 7591 3848. 
email address:HASBROECK @AOL.COM 

WANTED .Nikon SLR items: BR- 15 (39mm) & BR-16 (micro­
scope lens thread) adapter rings; "K" focusing screen for the F4 . 
Contact Dave Howard (Ariwna) at dustyink @tabletoptele­
phone.com 

FOR SALE .REFLEX-NIKKOR 1000MM!F6.3 in the Nikon 
F reHex mount #63 1042 . A rare lens and #4 1 out of a probable 
50 ever made. Item is complete with both caps , shade & original 
metal carry ing case. Optics are clean & clear. External cosmetics 
are in EX condition. Price is $ 18,000 with shipping costs to be de­
tennined with buyer. Contact Ian at. .. ianb@conservancy.org. 

WANTEJ)",1 940/50's American amateur c ine cameras. Contact: 
Tony Hurst (Dublin) at email nippon54@hotmail.com or tele­
phone me at (353) 1288- 4896. Thank You. 

FOR SALE "Transparent Nikon F90, mint in box, one of only 
26 made, 950 euro; Nikon FM2 ' Half Frame' , only 34 were made 
for the Norwegian police . minto, 5000 euro; Nikon S3M black 
body #6600207, 27 ,000 euro; Nikon Model One #609319 w/f2 
#708723, 15 ,000 euro . Please call or email me for photos. Peter 
Lownds, tel. 0031 654694193(Holland) qcsman@gmail.com 

FOR SALE",Nikion F3 accessories; CF-20 Burgandy cs, 50mml 
f l.8 ikkor wlcaps & shade. S8- 17 flash cs & lB . DE-2 Non-HP 
finder. MC- IO remote cord ,AC-4 fl ash coupler w/box, DK- 12 eye­
cup wlbox, (2) Nikon E screens w/box , K screeen wlbox, D screen 
wlbox , finder eyepiece wlbox , body cap. Entire group of items for 
$400 or contact me for individual prices. James Leathem. email 
to jeldgl@aol.com Thank you. 

NEW MEMBERS 
ROBERT L. BERKMAN 
P.O. BOX 368 
NEWBERRY SPRINGS, CA 92365 

ROB ERT D'AM ICO 
329 NORTH FA IRVIEW STR EET 
BURBAN K. CA 91505 

BARRY HART 
PO BOX 2277, BROOKSIDE MA IL CENTRE 
MITCHELTON, BRISBA NE. QLD 4053, AUSTRALI A 

DAVE HOWA RD 
P.O. BOX 849. AJO. AZ 85321 

ZAFA R KHA 
24 W. BAYVIEW AVE .. ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS. J 07632-140 1 

PHILIP MROZINSK I 
807 CENTER STREET, MI NE RAL PO INT, WI 53565 

SPYROS PAPAG IANNIS 
6, EKALIS STREET. 14561 KI FISSIA. GREECE 

TSUNTAM 
PO BOX 580, CLOSTER. NJ 07624-0580 

PIERRE-YVES de ZEEUW 
5 RUE ELI SA LEMONN IER. PAR IS. FRANCE 75012 

NHS BACK ISSUE & 
REPRINT SERVICE! 

AVAILABLE " ORIGINAL" BACKI SSUES OF THE "NIKON 
JOURNAL" rNCLUDE TH E FOLLOW ING NU MB ERS : 
32,40,41,43,44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 53, 54, 58, 59, 60,61 , 62, 63, 
64,65,66,67,68, 70,71 , 72,73,74,75,76,77, 78, 79,80, 81 , 
82,83,84,85,86, 87,88, 89,90,91,92,93,94, 95, 96,97,98, 
99, 100, 101 ,102,103,104,105,106, 107,108,109,110,111 ,112,113 
& 114. 

$7.00 EAC H I U. S.A. POSTPAID 
$9.00 EACH OVERS EAS POSTPA ID 

HI GH QUALI TY CO PI ES PRINTED ON II X 17 PAPER THEN 
FO LDED & STAPLED (INCLUDES " O NLY" THOSE ISS UE 
NUMBERS "NOT" LISTED ABOVE!) 

55.00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPA ID 
57.00 MQ! OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

BLACK & BEAUTIFUL! 
EVEN THOUGH OUR COM PLETE NIKON RF BLACK 
BODY LI ST IS UPDATED IN THIS ISSUE, THE FOLLOW­
ING NUM BERS ARE NEW SINCE NHS- 112, & MOST ARE 

OT YET ON THE LI ST, SO PLEASE CONSIDER THEM 
ADDITIONS. 

61940 11 (S2E!) 6202519 6208453 6321396 

THE FOLLOWING NUM BERS A.RE THOSE OF FAKES! 
6120055 6176396 

'NHS' RED DOT F LIST 
PLEASE AD D THE FOLLOWING RED DOT BODY SERIAL 
NUMBERS TO OUR COMPLETE LIST SEEN IN NHS-82 ....... 

6589534 6591439 6595320 6596941 6597208 
6597684 (BL) 6598243 6600645 660 1241 

Please see the website of NHS member Matthew Lin, He keeps 
a running list of Red Dot Fs on his site and updates it regularly. 
Look to his site for the most complete & accurate listing.) 

www.matthewlin.com 

I 



TWO ERRORS .... 
ONE MINOR 
AND ... ONE 
MYSTERIOUS 

Engraving errors are Ilot thaf 1I1l(.'OIlIlIlOIl Oil Nikoll 
equipmellt, especially (Jurillg tlte rangefillder alld early 
r ejfex yelITs when most were literally done by halld. 
TOI/ay we ,,,"1e silk screenillgs «lui engravings done 
by computers alit! automatel/ machines, so errors are 
virtually (I thing of the past. Bllt finding them e(1II be 
filii. Chris Sap sellt ill two examples, olle o/wlrich is a 
millor error while the other IIIl1eh less so. 

Above left & right ... We have (/II early 135mm!Jl.8 
A uto-Nikkor for the Nikoll F. Note thaf whell the worker 
was ellgrm1illg (Kogaku ' he actllally produced 'Kojaku 'f 
Mllybe he lUll/ a sleepless night or ajight with the wife. 
JYho knoJVs. 
Left ... Now Ihis error lIIay be simple but IIIl1ch more 
interesting. Tire serio/Ilumbers Oil the jirst type 50mlll/ 
fl.4 Nikkors was 15005xxxx ' alld have beell recordell 
up to at least 50052116. However, the pictured example 
is '50090108', w/rich is till early lI1imber (50050102 is 
ill the literature). Looks like the engraver ha(l a slight 
attentioll lapse whell (Ioing this lells. Bilt it makes for 
all interesting collectible. 
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