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EDITORIAL 
This, our 124'" Journa l, is the last issue before NI-IS-Con 14 

in San Francisco. The fin al genera l info page is j ust to your right 
and I hope that it answers many, if not a ll , of your questions. 
I al so hope that it will stimulate your desire to jo in us the first 
weekend of October. We a lways have a good time s ince it is a 
social event and no t just a meet ing. 

We start o ff on page 2 wi th nearl y 20 very historica l 
pho tos. In A ugust 195 1, Adolph Gasser made his first trip to 
Japan to meet the leaders o f Nippon Kogaku and discuss their 
cameras and le nses and how to improve them for better sa les 
in A merica. These a re important images for they document the 
very beginnings of the Nikon camera system w ith images o f the 
people who were at the top of NK plus factory shots the likes 
o f which have not been publi shed be fore . These were provided 
by Ado lph 's son, John, who still runs his father 's camera store 
to th is day. As an aside, we are try ing to have John attend our 
convent ion as our guest. No fina l word as yet but we hope to 
have him there on Friday. Wish us luck. 

O n page 8 is the th ird insta ll ment o f Chris Sap's art icles on 
the ' little things'. He fin ishes the fi nders and gets into items like 
the meters and shades. A ll types of in fo that only the tra ined eye 
of the collector w ill notice. 

O ne of the coolest shades made for the RFs is the early a ll ­
chrome type for the 28 111m lens. Not only is it ve ry difficult to 
fi nd today, it a lso came in a unique vert ically orientated blue 
box, which is even harder to collect. Mas ter photographer Tony 
Hurst g ives us 4 mouth-watering photos of one of the premie r 
shade rar ities in the system. See page 13. 

O n page 14 we have part 2 of coverage ofNikon Rangefinder 
'copies'. Noth ing li ke what was made for Leica, but poss ibly 
more tha n you thought. Th is time we concentrate on the S2 copy 
' Rafuray', which was made by the same people as the Condors. 
YO LI will see just how c lose it was and it might surprise you. 
Konno-san has sent me more materia l so there will be futu re 
arti c les on o the r Nikon RF co pies. an actual sub-category 
collectible fo r some of LI S. 

Page 18 has 5 more photos by Tony Hurst. This time it 
covers the quite unusual German market 'N ikkor ' Nikonos II 
camera. You don' t see these everyday but now you will know 
what to look for. 

We also have coverage o f the latest auctions as well as 
happenings on e Bay. Lots of stuff out there ! Amazing how much 
is still available. 

We are wa it ing fo r a book to be published on the enti re Zeiss 
Ikon production. It w ill be huge ( I have a pre-publication copy 
with 900 plus pages!) and is w ritten by Larry Gubas. Naturally, 
the Con tax sec tion will prove the Illost inte res ting to Nikon 
co llectors, but the rest is j ust as fasc inating. Larry is hav ing 
some of the same prob lems as I d id getting mine ofT the ground. 
As soon as it is ava ilabl e and a price is known I w ill review it. 

In the meantime, AI Satte rwhite has another book, which 
has made it though the publishing gauntlet. It is ca lled 'The 
Secret of Moham med A li ' and is over 100 pages w ith hundreds 

of photos of ' The G reatest'. Thi s book foll ows another recent 
Satterwhite book, ' The Cozume l Diary, adventures with Hunter 
S. Thompson in Mex ico. Congratu lations, A I. RJR 
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Th is is the fina l issue of the Journal before NHS-ConI4 in San 
Franc isco and my last chance to encourage those still on the fence 
about attending to decide to join us. 1 will not fi ll this page with all 
the details previously published since all of you are amply aware 
of them. Instead, I want to make a fin al effort to get you to come 
(if possible), to announce a few po ints of interest that will affect 
those not yet committed, and give some current information . So 
here goes. . 
Because of a misunderstanding on the part of the convention 
hotel, they failed to set aside a suffic ient number of rooms fo r our 
purposes. They, and we, were so preoccupied with satisfying their 
' minimum ' room requirements (which we have met) to get the 
meeting room & catering at an affordabl e rate , that they mistakenly 
only set aside that m inimum quantity. That , and the prev i.o u s ~ y 

mentioned conflict with the huge Oracle software convention In 

town, left an insuffic ient number of available rooms. This did not 
become obvious unti l we began receiving email s from attendees 
having trouble getting rooms. Also, when the hotel fina lly started 
sending me a spreadsheet of rooms rented it was plain to see we 
were going to fill them quick ly. And we did. Because of thi s, 
when you receive this issue there are ' p robably' no more rooms 
avai lable at the convention hotel. However, there are many other 
hotels nearby as it is the center of tOWI1. Other members have 
a lready reserved rooms at hotels such as the Regency and Franc is 
Drake. So please use one of the many hotel webs ites to book your 
room . 

Another consequence of th is room problem was that Wednesday 
the I S\ was sold out 'before' Tuesday & Thursday. Therefore, many 
could not book unti l Thursday. This meant that not enough people 
wou ld be in town early enough Thursday morning to fill the Napa 
Tour which had to be cancelled. However, we are work ing on a 
smalier venture to the wine country as well as other half-day & 
one-day excursions. 

Th is and all kinds of other information such as . .. (maps for 
getting from the ai rport to the hotel, the BART system , & other 
transportation ; cab rates ; parking locati ons & COS IS; nearby 
restaurants and shops; museums to attend; even a local camera 
store) ... will be provided in continuous emails to those who have 
paid the ir fees. Once you pay and get on the list you will be 
provided with various websites containing a ll types of up to date 
info as we become aware of it. This is necessary because we have 
almost 85 days from when you receive this issue and the meeting. 
We need to stay in touch in 'rea l time ' so emai ls are the way to go. 
Those who have committed to NHS-Con 14 as of June 22 & will 
automatica lly receive info emails on a regular basis, include the 
following; Dirk Bergmann , Zaza Bekauri, Paul & Mark Bonner, 

AI Brody, Henry Burnett, Jeff Fe lton, Dietmar Haenchen, Yuki 
Kawai, Vick Ko, Uli Koch, Jimmy Koh, Bill Kraus, Wes Loder, 

Jim & Setsuko Mart in, Veli Miett inen, John Millham, Bill Pringle, 
Phil Ramsden, Thierry Ravassod, Robert Rogen, Chris Sap, Rod 
Stines, Mike Symons & Charles Thatcher. 

These gentlemen represent countries such as Canada, France, 
England, Germany, Belgium, Fin land, Austra lia & South Africa' 
So why not join them. The Convention ree is $ 175 and the cost 
of the closing dinner is $77 per person, One bit of information 
that will be in a forthcoming emai l is the c losing dinner menu and 
choices. No room here for such info plus the hotel & the committee 
wi ll be discussing the menu in a month or so. So th is is why, if 
you plan to attend, the sooner you get on our list the better as you 
wi ll be kept informed of this, and other, developments. 

So I need to once more encourage those who are still thinking 
about attending to please get your Convention fee, and the dinner 
if you so desire, to me as soon as possible so we can continue with 
our plans and keep the hotel up to date. N umbers are very important 
to dete rmine what is needed in the way of food and refreshment 
requirements during the meeting as well as the closing dinner. So 
please contact us soon. 

Just to g ive you an idea of some of the websites and info that 
will fo llow include, but are not limited to; 
San Francisco Jazz Cente r http ://www.sfiazz.org/center 
Sears, a must go nearby restaurant http ://searsfinefood .com 
Japan Town, food & shops http ://sfiapantown .org 
Sausalito boat ride http ://www.goldengateferry.org/schedules/ 
sausalito. php 
Cab fares in San Francisco http ://sf.taxiwiz.coml?lang=en 
Discount camera http://discountcamera.com/index.html 

There will also be listings of photography museums, shops & 
loca l restaurants plus places to see. Also info on the camera show 
on Saturday. Those who sign up wi ll recei ve more deta iled info 
on a ll of this. So if you are coming get on board soon and start 
reeei ving the updates. 

Our schedul e for the day has been covered in previous issues. 
Please remembe r tha t we sta rt p ro mptly at 9AM on F r iday. 
We must sta rt on time to get everything in. Please refer to previous 
issues. If you have anything pertaining to Overseas Finance & 
Trading (OfITRA) please bring it for the tab le we will have set 
up for such a di splay. There is also the possibi lity that John Gasser, 
Adolph 's son, may attend. Not definite yet but possible. Those of 
you who attended in Vancouver may remember we had a N ikon 
'give-away ' tab le. If you have anything Nikon that you want to 
give away then bring it. Literature, trinkets , promotiona l material, 
etc. Nothing big or expensive, just fun items. 

So 1 have said all I am go ing to say at thi s point. Enough is 
enough. All 1 ca n say is ' hope to see you in San Fr a ncisco' . 
RJR 



ADOLPH GASSER IN TOKYO .. 1951 
ALL HISTORIC PHOTOS BY ADOLPH GASSER 
USED WITH PERMISSION OF JOHN GASSER 

The young Hans Liholm, manager of Overseas Finance & 
Trading Company (OF ITRA), had made hi s trip to Japan in April­
May 1950. There he had landed the three-year contract that gave 
OFiTRA exc lusive North American rights to import any and a ll of 
N ippon Kogaku 's products for those three years. By then Liholm 
was actively working with Adolph Gasser, San Franc isco's leading 
camera repairman, to establish a marketing and techni cal support 
system for NK 's camera and its lenses. 

In August of 1951 , it was Gasser's turn to fl y to Tokyo. He 
had a lready been in correspondence with NK 's engi neers, offering 
adv ice on addi ng flash synch and advising them against moving 
away from the Contax dual bayonet mOllnt. As with Liholm , 
Gasser 's host throughout his visit was Shigeru Sakai , director of 
the Far East Mercantile Company. He stayed briefly at one of the 
better hote ls before moving to more modest accommodations. 
He had many meet ings with NK's administration/ leadership and 
toured the Ohi factory and the glassworks. Hi s ideas, opinions and 
suggestions had a profound effect on NK and affec ted dec is ions 
rega rding the camera's future design that would echo through the 
rest of the decade. 

Un like Liholm , Gasser was an experienced and seri ous 
photographer, and he took a lot ofpic",res. In 2008, Adolph's son, 
John , located many of the pictures that his father had taken during 
that 1951 trip and shared 4 1 of them with me. Attendees at the 
20 I 0 NHS Convention got to see many of these pi ctures, but now 
here are 19 avai lab le for viewi ng by the rest of the membersh ip. 

Most camera factory shots published in the past have been 
only of the final steps that occurred in the lens and camera 
manufacturing process. Such images usua lly show neat ly dressed 

By MICHAEL WESCOTT LODER 
technicians inspecting lens groups or putting the fi nishing touches 
on camera bodi es. Gasser's images show a rougher, cruder s ide of 
NK and the Ohi factory and are an important hi storical record of 
NK at a time when it was finall y beginning to enjoy some success 
from the ever increasing sales of its camera and lenses. 

The pictures fa ll into three groups: pictures from Gasser's 
arri val in Japan ; pictures taken at various dinner engagements and 
meet ings Gasser had with members of N K's administration and 
leadership; pictures taken inside NK's Ohi factory and glassworks. 
(Over the years other such historic images have appeared in our 
Journal, often being published for the very first time anywhere! 
An example are those supplied by Tatsuhiko Arakawa. These 
very important Gasser images rank among the best we have 
ever published. Wes and I decided to run these in this issue, 
the last before NHS-ConI4 to be held in San Fra ncisco, as a 
precursor of sorts to that meeting. The tie in is obvious. Both 
Wes and I wish th ey had been avai lable when writing our 
books. Fabulous images indeed. Please enjoy, and thank you 
to Wes and John Gasser for sharing them with us. RJR) 

Left ... Atlo/fGasser arriving at the airport in Japan. 
He was met by all IIIlftamed and unknown mall, 
perhaps till official from NK, Sakai alltl Sakai 's 

companioll. We can assume that this photo 
was taken by Sakai using Gasser ~ camera. 
A bove ... Sakt'; alltl his companioll 011 the traill 
to Tokyo from the airport. Shigeru Sakai wus u 
personul frientl of both UIIO Lilltlholm, the oWller 
of OFITRA, lind Dr. Nagllokll, Nippon KOgllkll ~" 

president. As !,;uclt, he WlIS in 1I un;que position to 
promote both NK's products alld OFITRA as tlte 
importer. ApplIrently he liked GlIsser, lIIul tried to 
persullde Ado/pit to llIke oller tlte importlltion busi­
ness wlten tlte Nikoll ClImerll Company (OF/TRA) 
lost tlteir import license ill 1953. 



A bove ... This illlllge might serve as a/OOfllDle 10 thaI relationship: 
1111969, GtlSser IIwde olle morejillllilrip 10 JlljJllll liS purr a/II 
convention of Liolls Internlltional. He melltioned to fltis author 
,hat he mel with S(IIretoslti Kllralsllji, Nikoll 's l/irec'/or of.mles. 
But he /111/..,1 halle met with Silk,,; ollce lIlore, Jar here we see 
the fwo IIllich ohler men togetlter, two who s/wrel/ so IIlIlClt ill 

crell1illg the N ikoll Sllcce~iS stOfY. 

3 

Top ... A photo takellllf (til illformal (/illller. Nllgaoka 
(cellter) eerftlillly WilS preparel/ to go ('(,slIa/' Tire 
IDs a/the otlrer two m en is ullknowIl. Dress ill some 
of these pltotos & ill the filclory is (I rejlection of 
tire high heal 'hat August & a IIl1iverSlIllack of air 
com/ifioll;llg. AbOlle ... GllSser eXllIllillillg parts witlt 
Hiroshi Shira/willa, Iltell Vice Presidelll for R&D. 

~E~:§~;~~~2~~~;~~::~=~~:~~~~~~~~~~:~:~::~j Left·· ·A s lipper par~J'. Dress is casuul 10 say lite lellsl. 
~ Mikio Itolt itlentifie(l tlt e people as, L-R: Unknown, 

lWorifll, u (IirectOl~ G(ISSer, Nohorll H(lmasltillw, a 
dire('tor ill c/wrge of exports, Dr. N(lguoka, presi-

,----------------------------------------, (Iellt, Tsuruyuki Yagi, Vice Presi-

dellt, all(l Sakui. I (WI sorry tltat 
I do 1I0t ItlU'e all tir e IIlIIlIes. Yugi 
fwd s fIIl/ied optiL's at Carl Zei.'is 
ill GerlJlllflY he/ore tlt e w(Jr alli/ 
W(IS re.\1JOlJsihle for tlte design of 
tlte rllllgejillilers IIsell o" tire g reut 
Jupun ese huttleslrip.5. Left ... Th e 
Olri filctory lII,,1 tlte Glass Works 
"nder dull skies. View is fro III 
olllsille tlte GI(Jss JVorks, lite IIgly 
hui/(ling in tire /oregrollJlll. Tlt e 
l1Iuill Olri hllilding witlr its externul 
stairs 10011105 in huck. NOl lite pretty 
wltite blliltlillgs we IISlllilly tltillk of. 



Rigltt ... llltlte GllISS Jf'orks. After 1Il11elt, tlte Ituge melt­
ing "lItS were broken up (lIId cltunks oj glm;s retrieve(l 
jor selection, cullillg allilllllllealing. Here we see glllss 
cltullks everywltere. 
BOllom ... LlItltes ill operlltioll . G(lsser~'1 g uide lI11d 
illterpreter is to the rigltt. Note tlte wrist wlltc/r. Note 
tlte worker in Itis SlllUlllls c(lrryillg oilfor Itis mac/,ille. 
~Velliug tltejloor miglttlw"e Itelped cooltlte room and 
limit tlte tlmlger of ,\'pttrks. Poor lighting but lots of 
willilows to ('ompen.mte. Bllildiug lens mOlillts took a 
lot of ('lifting, grinding 1I11i1 tllrlling. 

Left ... lllspectors examilling & grtulillg opticlll g lllss tltllt 
IllIs alremly been Cllt illto blo('ks, Age? Probllbly lIpprell­
tices workillg a 'slifer ' job, tltese boys lIppellr to be 110 
more tltll" 12 or 13. Above ... A lells grilllfing sectioll ill 
tlte jllctory. Tlte block.f; of clay are abrasives tllllt would 
wear lIgllillSt tlte molded pieces oj gltlss. Agllill , note tlte 
youtlt of tlte worker. 



Top ... FollIulry work: two 1V0rkers heating metal piee'es (Uulusing a pUlle'h. If 
they were lilly thinner, would they still be stlllulillg? Here we see the dark sitle 
of post-lVlIr JlIplln where IUlIny people stllrvetlllnd dressed ill rllg"\' before the 
illdustrial mirllde tlwt the Nikoll sparked lent tl future. 
Right .. .A worker tllking hh; IUlld, lit his bellch. Afruglll reptlst, it would llppetIT. 
Bollom ... A shot showing PlITt of the salld-cluting works. III the summer of 1951, 
N K was still salld-casting the Nikoll bodies, a difficult process that retluiretl 
Illboriolls h(Uul-finishing lIfterwlIrd. Tlwt fll ll, the COlllptlllY would turn to injec­
tion moltling, but here we see the slllul works still in operation. Each box in the 
photo lVould holt/ a mold for olle cast . ........... -



Above ... fn the foreground is the outside 0/ (I mold for what might be a ref/ector. The worker is fine-tull ing the inside cavity. Behind 
him lies the master piece he Iwd j ust use(l to form the cavity illto which molten metal will pour. Labor-illtellsh1e alld 110 hvo pie('es 
will be alike. Below ... A flother worker prep(lre.\' (I differellt moltl. This may be/or a Nikon ('(Imera body. This is the inside oJthe cavi~v 
with tire spaces/or theflllll lIlaga:.ine & the take-up spool. Note the 'work shoes'. He is surrounded by his tools: (I tamping mallet & 
shaping utensils, & is usillg tl blow tube to gelltly remOl'e (III)' rem(lillillg loose grains oj tlte fine. black slIIul tlwt W(IS the essential 
illgre(liellt Jor any success/III slim/-casting. 



Left ... Bo(~v castings/resh from the MUld castings, still 
bright white llIul ready to go into tfllys for the assembly 
proce ... s. Note that some IllI ve already been (Irille(/for 
the jlm;h !}),lIdl sockets, others h(f)le not. The helicals 
in the foreground may be for the cameras, or for other 
lenses. It is IllIffl to tell. Note that these, like all Nikons 
prior to the Sl, (Ire ill the 6FB series. 
Below ... A tray of lens 1II01llltS ill progress. Some are 
finishe(l alld ready to install. Other slots just hol(l 
part!}'. Gasser ~\' guide with the wrist w(ltch holtls aile 
end 0/ the tflly. 
Botfom ... A room fille(l ",ith work be"d,es. This is as 
dose (IS we h(f)le seen before of JVorkers assemblillg 
(,llI1leras. But what are these workers doing? Again, 
note the youngster 011 the left alld the thillness of 



8 
IT'S THE 'LITTLE' THINGS THAT 
MATTER ... PART III 

In the two prev ious parts of thi s series I entertained you about 
the more common finders. To fini sh with the 'li ttle th ings'let us 
have a look at some other sma ll accessories. But to put the fi nishing 
touch on the subj ec t of finders, let LI S d iscuss just two m OTC items, 
starting with the Sports-Frame finder. 

On page 497 of the book it says: "at least two versions" ex ist. 
But what do you think? Indeed, in what is ca lled Version Two 
(the "yellow" one) I have three different ones. Only one of those 
Type II has the yellow paint on the back. Type I, Type 11 ye llow 
and the other non-yellow Type II have JAPAN engraved, but not 
painted 
(Pic I) 

Piel ~ 

Pic2 

Pic3 ~ 

-
- -

The other Type II has JAPAN painted black. (Pic 2) Bes ides 
that is has another in teresting diffe rence. The holding plate of the 
'eyepiece ' is shorter, which means that 2 of the 4 screws securing 
the mounting shoe on the opposite s ide are vis ible from above. 
(Pic 3) Also note that the numbers (3.5-5-8.5- 13.5) are larger than 
on the others. (Pic4) 

By CHRISTOPHE SAP Pic4 

We ll , that is about it for the fi nde rs. But wait , I hear you asking: 
what about the Mini-finder? 

That is correct. Except for numbered or not numbered, I have 
nothing to add. But I would like to illustrate a pic ture of the very 
uncommon numbered version in its box. The box is interesting, 
as it g ives the full name of th is fi nder. It reads: 'Min iature Indi v 
View fin der for 35mll1 Lens ". (Pic 5) Furthennore, th is mini-fi nder 
is somewhat 
i nt erest in g. 
Have a look 
in the book on 
page 496 an d 
fi nd out. 

PieS ~ 

Si nce this is it for the fi nders, let us see if I have some surprises 
regarding other " litt le things that matter". 

Page 464 of the book begins coverage of the Nikon Exposure 
Meter. It speaks about two dist inct versions, with some variations 
in the second vers ioll. But it is the first ve rsion that is most exc it ing. 

Indeed, the ea rly Diles are dilTerent from later ones, not on ly 
the meter itself, but a lso the boxes. Let me explain. 

All mcters have a shoe and in that shoe the re is a spring. But.. 
the early ones have no such spring and there cannot be too many 
of these as #950095 (the 95 '" made) a lready has the spring, so 
LESS than 100 have a shoe with no spring, which makes them 
an absolute rarity! 

Pie6 ~ 



Pi c 6 shows you the unde rside of 950057 and 950095 (t hi s 
photo is on page 465 of the book as well). Pics 7 & 8 show detail s. 
I think they added that spring because without it the meter could 
sli out of the camera 's flash shore. 

Also the box and case are interesting. The early boxes were not 
only larger in all three dimensions, but have kind ora second cover 
on the underside, which cannot be removed. (Pic 9) the undersides 
of the boxes (Pic 10) also have s different printi ng: NIKON 
PHOTOELECTR.IC EXPOSURE METER on box for 950057 and 
fo r 950095 it says in two lines: PHOTOELECTR IC EX POSUR.E 
METER FOR 

Pic9 ~ 

PiclO ~ 

9 
The cases for both 950057 and 950095 are idcntical, but la ter 

cases are different. This can be seen 0 11 Pi c 5 or the book on page 
469. Besides the two shown difTerences there is a third one. The 
tiny strap at the inside of the earlier cases is gone. 

We now come to the Panorama H eads. I found there are some 

minor variations: Nippon Kogaku or Nikon~ em or Il1m; and some 
are PAT. PEND, others are not. And. of course. different boxes. 

On one of the leather cases I found a sign, wh ich looks like 
the lelter "Y" in a circ le. A same "Y" can be seen on the inside of 
some camera cases. Till now no one can explain 10 me the mean ing 
of this "Y" in a c ircle. (Pies Ii a & lib) 

Piclla ~ 

Speak ing or that "Y" found on some cases, let me make a litt le 
side jump to on ly two small differences on camera cases (there arc 
a lot Illore). See Pies II c & II d and let them speak for themselves. 



As for the Bubble Levels. like the Panorama Heads, they can 
be marked e ither Nippon Kogaku of just Nikon. There are also 
several types and co lors of boxes. But there is a small variation 
that is hard to spot. Some shoes 'seem' to be thinner, but they are 
not. All four edges of the shoe are a little rounded, which might 
have made it easier to slip it in to the flash shoe. (Pic 12a & 12b) 

Picl2a 

Picl2b 
The Close-Up Attachments & Lenses also have some minor 

variations, but for collectors always interesting. The mounting shoe 
can be w ith or without JAPAN ( Pi c 13), and the same for the rear 
orthe lenses. (Pic 14) But that is not all. The engraving around the 
lens can be ' large' or 'small'. Pic 15 shows four lenses: top left 
the very early 41247. right is 41430 (lVi th a nice mi sprint). Both 
are the ' large type. Bottom left is 4200 1 and righ t is 42695 both 
the 'small ' Iype. Also note that 42695 is higher than the last one 
quoted in the book on page 498. 

Piel3 

The sma ll and large engraving type on the underside of those 
that have JAPA N engraved. A large engraved front has a large 
JAPAN and a small front a smaller JAPAN. (Pic 16) 

Pic l6 ~ 

And to fini sh with 'those little things'just a few lines about the 
Scm/flA Hood, as there are a lot of variations, but easy to spot, 
so I will just name them: 
F=5cm I : I .4 or 5011 .4 
With or without : 
U.S. PAT. J. PAT. PEND. 
US PAT 2.837.957 J. PAT. PEND. 
U.S. Pat. 2.837.957 J. Pat. Pend . 
So variation s are co untless, and other hoods have several 
variations, too Illuch to list them. I am sure there are more out 
there, so keep your eyes opened. 



Now give me some time so I can draw your attention to a bigger 
item. It is about the 35cm lens. On page 386 of the book, picture 
3: "two vers ions of the shade are known". Well, I am happy to 
present to you a third vers ion. (Pic 17) 

Picl 7 

As can be seen in the book those two versions have about the 
same dimensions and one is crinkled finished. The cri nkled one 
has the NKK logo and JAPAN, the other says N ikon JAPAN (Pic 
18). This makes me believe that the crinkled one was the earlier 
type. A lso it came on lens 352543 while the smooth one came 
on 354723. 

Dimensions of these two are about the same, but not the weight. 
The cri nkled one is J 04 grams (Pi c 19), the other is J 73 grams 
(Pic 20). The THIRD vers ion is 115 grams (Pic 21). 

Picl 9 ~ 

This third version has the same width as the ot her two, but it is 
more shal low. Whereas the other two are about 94mm deep (Pic 22) 
this one is only 79mm (Pic 23), or a difference of 15mm ( 1.5cm) . 
Pic22 



Could it bc for the 18cm/ f2.5 lens (as the 35cm hoods fit the 
18cI11 lenses also)? 

No ' Why not? 
Well. simply because it is e ngraved: f~35cm I :4.5 followed 

by the NKK logo and N IPPON KOGAKU JAPAN (Pic 24). This 
hood came on lens 354674. 

And the 35cIl1 lens has another varia tion you might not have 
noticed. A ll I have seen have the distance sca le in both feet and 
meters. But. .. where meter scales are white , the feet scale can 
be RED-ORANGE or YELLOW, clearly visible and not due 
to discolorati on. I would have loved to demonstrate this , but in 
B&W it simpl y doesn't show. As far as I could determine, the 
red-orange ones seem to be the earli er lenses. 

In this series I presented some misprints, but could it be that 
actua l mistakes a lso happened? I think yes. 

\Ve all learned at school that one meter equals 3 feCI 3 & 3/8 
inches. Eas ily calculated 50 meters is about 150 feet, 100 meters 
is about 300 feet, and thi s can be seen on the distance sca le of 
the 35cm lenses. But have a look at what comes next (Pic 25). 
How can 200 meters ever be 900 feet? Or how can 900 feet ever 
be only 200 meters? Is it 600 feet and 200 meters? Or is it 900 
feet and 300 meters? 

Pie2S 

So far thi s is the end, but as I sa id before, I am sure there are 
many more variations and differences to find . Happy hUll ting. 

Now J have a reques t: if you have items that differ from those 
seen in this series, please send me pictures to: 
Csap@skynet.be. And thank you. 
(I wou ld like to thank N HS member Bill Kraus for hi s kind help 

by correcting my texts.) 

AbOl'e .• The author as photographed by David Douglas DUllcan. 

Both Wes Loder & Christophe 
Sap will be speakers at NHS­
Con14 in San Francisco in Octo­
ber. Both will deliver interesting 
and informative talks on various 
aspects of Nikon collecting. 
Both are very knowledgeable 
about things Nikon. Please join 
us for what will be an informa­
tive meeting indeed. 
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A MOST INTERESTING LENS HOOD! 

O ne of the most interesting lens hoods ever made for the RF 
system is this a ll -chrome two-piece screw-in version made for the 
ea rl y 28mm/fJ.5 Nikkor, a lens that came out in late 1952. Never an 
M 10 J item it is of great in te rest because of its apparantJy low pro-

PHOTOS BY TONY HURST 
ductioll & un ique li tt le box. I have owned 2 of these the last 40 
years & have seen 2 others. Not common at a ll. And its blue verti­
cally orientated box is rea lly neat. (I have seen a s imilar box for the 
35 /f3.5 !) A handsome piece that on ly Tony Hurst could improve. 
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... THE SINCEREST FORM OF 
FLATTERY PART II ............... THE 
ALMOST UNKNOWN RAFURAY 

By ROBERT J. ROTOLONI & TSUYOSHI KONNO 
In NHS-123 we had extensive coverage of the seldom seen 

'Condor' copies of the Nikon S2 with photos supplied by Japanese 
member Tsuyoshi Konno. 13m sure you were surprised to see such 
close copies made by the sma ll Japanese maker 'Sanyo Kogaku­
Kikai Co. Ltd.' for these cameras are very uncommon today. Also, 
we are so used to all those nearly exact copies o f the Leica 111111 
mode ls made in Japan that we may not be aware that the Nikon 
RFs were a lso copied. 

I mentioned in # 123 that more info was coming on yet another, 
even lesser known, S2 copy made by the same people. That camera 
is the ' Rafuray ' (such an odd name) which is a 'cheaper ' mode l 
of the Condor Ill S. 

S ince I actua lly own a Rafuray, I thought I woul d dig a little 
deeper and see just how close a copy it is. Of course, a fi xed lens 
leaf shutter camera wi ll differ greatly from the interchangeable 
lens, foca l plane S2, but we are not ta lking an exact copy like those 
Leica-Iook-a-li kes. The Condor/Rafuray cameras s imply mim ic 
the 'looks' of the Nikon in an e ffort to se ll more cameras. So how 
close did the ir 'cosmetics' ac tually get? 

From the photos last issue and here in # 124 we can see that 
they got da rned c lose. However, the real fu n of this proj ect for me 
was comparing the front chrome decorator plates on both cameras. 
Unlike the Leica, where the top plate is the most important part 
to mi mic, the Nikon's most obvious externa l identifi cat ion is that 
front plate. Other makers fi tted their cameras with ' modi fied' 
plates that rem inded one of the Nikons ( I may get to those at a 
later date, as we ll as Nikon S copies), but the front pl ates on the 
Condor/Rafuray cameras are nearly identica l! How close are they? 
The only way to te ll fo r sure is to remove them and see how they 
match up . And that is what thi s little artic le is about. 

The Rafuray is a Condor Ill S wi th no rangefind er. Therefore, no 
cutout is needed for the second RF window. Instead, a much larger 
cutout is used and fi ned with the qui te large RA FURA Y nameplate. 
Otherwise the front plates are the same. When removed and placed 
s ide-by-side it is obvious that they have identical dimensions save 
for the s ize of the circu lar cutout for the lens mount (the Nikon's 
is sma ller s ince its lens assembly is smaller). So the 52 front plate 
will not fi t the Rafuray because of this. However, all the screw 
holes line up' Check out the photos' 
(Jusl before going to the primer with this issue I received a large 
package from Konno-san with a tremendolls number of photos of 
all ~ypes of fhings. Included were some perlinem 10 this subject 
Gnd Ivill appear in the next il1slallmems all the Nikon RF copies.) 
Oil this page we Illl ve frollt lIIu/ top views of the Rafuray beneath 
the it/entica/ views of the COli dol' Ills. Except for the Iuullep/ate, 
no R Ffeatllre, other badges & the rewind knob, they 're il/entical. 



Cloc'kwisefrolll directly left .. Front view with lens & Ilameplate 
detail (note the 'Condor Delta ' wortling 011 the lens); rear view; 
bottom ,lieJV; makers ID; illferior of the R(lfuray; illferior of 
the Nikon S2 (note how Condor lIlimiced thefillll guide rails & 
sprocket very closely); & finally both ('amerlLS stacke(1 together 
for comparison. Specifically note the wi/lllleiler, accessory shoe 
10C'(ltioll, the rewind assembly & the frame COllllter where the 
Nikoll shutter speed (Iial resitles. Even the shape of the bOily is 
similar. 



eOlu/or copied v(lrious features 0/ tlte NikoJl S2 to tile point 
0/ duplication. Tile wind /eller is II/(Iitlt/ul reprol/uction. Tlte 
viewfinder wim/mv is il/entical in size aliI/ evell tlte mouJlting 
screw/or tile front plate is ill tile exact locatioll. Tlte curve 0/ 
tile /rolltp/ate is duplicatel/ lIS is tile screw locatioll Itere (IS 
well. Only tlt(lt overly large nameplate sets it off. 

.... h ...... . ' • 



Above .. Evell the fi lllli two /rollt pillte screws lire eXII(,tly where they 
belollg! 
Left ... Th e two / rollt pilltes rem{Jtled & set l'ide by sille for compllfisoll, 
Note the ollly real differellce is the si:e o/the lells opellillg. (Be('(llIse 
there is 1I0/0('IISillg wheel 011 the RII/ llrtlY, its plate lloes IIOt IllI ve the 
cut-OIlt fo r tile wheel. Th ere/ore, it will 1I0t snug up to tile top plate 
hec(lIIse tile wheel is ill tile WilY, 1/ you remOlle tile ",Ileel tllell 1111 4 
screws call he mOlllltell. 
Belom .. Drop tile RII/llrIlY plute Ol1to tile Nikofl plate uml tlley Iille lip 
perfectly! 
BOllom ... A I,,1 the filllli compllri.'WII test is ... you got it. Tile Rll/uruy 
frollt plate Oil tile S2 bOlly. How is thllt fo r II ('opy? 

OK, so tell me, whlltthe Ileck is this? 
Seeyo ll Jlext time. RJR 
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A GERMAN 'NIKKOR' NIKONOS II 

PHOTOS BY TONY HURST 

From master photographer TOllY H llfst, we 
have these gorgeous shots of a version o/the 
Nikollos II that is desireable 011 two levels. 
Firstly, it is the seldoll seen "CALYPSO/ 
NIKKOR" as it JVas marketed ill Europe. III 
Ihe US il W(IS ."imply the Nikollos II. HoJV­
eller, 'his plirficlilar sample has another 
feature that separates it/rom the 'llverage' 
Clilyp!<wlNikkor ill that it is marked ill at 
lells! two places as a 'Nikkor ' {lful lIof a 

'Nikoll' product, making if !<ilIifllble for 
sale Oil the German I11(1rket durillg 'he 
Zeiss-Ikon injunction period. The 'Nikko,.' 
moniker is /olllul 011 the back oJlhe case as 
JVell liS 011 the fells cOlllro/ knobs. A lIicefillf/ 

~.....l='--'"_----''' and a true collectable. 



THE AUCTION SCENE 
In this issue is my first review of the Auct ion Team Breker Sale 

held in Cologne, Germany. Though usuall y light on Ni kon items 
of inte rest to us, the sale held on March 29th had some interest ing 
items. There were 504 lots in this sa le but onl y 13 were Nikons. 
A ll prices are converted to do llars & include the buyer prem ium. 
Nikon S #6099048 w/l1.4. Early but only a parts body! .... $510 
Nikon S2 #6149695 w/l1.4. Nothing special but sold for ... $600 
Nikkor 851rz #404533 in calibrated in METERS! ............. $400 
SP#6200182 w/l1.4. Very early body & clean .................. $1200 
Reflex Housing II #471546 complete outfil.. ..................... $1360 
SP #6204322 body with original box & manu a!... ............ $2400 
Olympic S3 #6320563 wlcorrect rI.4 #140466 in really nice 
condition. DOUBLE BOXED! ..................... DID NOT SELL!? 
S4 #6505229 wlALL BLAC K F2 LENS ...... DID NOT SELL!? 

Stan Tamarkin held his 3 1 S! auction on May 29th
, A lot of Leicas 

but sti ll some nice N ikoll items. Prices inc lude the buyer premium. 
Nikkor 28mm/f3.5 in black barrel #716057 .... .................... $500 
Another 28 but in chrome & Leica SM #348479, box! ...... $350 
Nikon S3 Year 2000 complete, boxed & new!. .................. $1700 
Nikon S3 #6304498 body & expo Meter .............................. $750 
Micro-Nikkor #523614 wlcaps in beautiful shape ........... $2500 

Any surprises? You bet there were! Two black SPs with lenses 
did not se ll , nor did an early chrome SP #482! All had reasonable 
estimates but sat there. Same for an SA Copy Stand and a black 
Variframe. But th ree other items d id se ll ! 
Reflex Housing I #371169 with a mis-matched 90 degree prism 
#77019 (made for the type II) went cheap at ................ $3800! 
Nikon SP #6212198 BLAC K in nearly perfect condition! Just 
gorgeous with black 28mm lens .. ... Sold for ................. $8500! 
Nikon Rangefinder Illuminator wlcase sold for ........... $2250! 

Wow. The black SP was worth it but that Illum inator went fo r 
an over the top price! 

Member Chris Sap tracks auction hammer pri ces and has 
noticed some inte rest ing po ints. From the last West licht sale; 
Nikon I #6095 18 sold for $66,700. The same camera sold in 1994 
at Chri st ies, min us the box, fo r 26,500 ' ; Stereo #24 1973, without 
case or fi lter, sold fo r $66,700. The same lens wassold at Westlicht 
in 2006 for $4 1 ,330, but that lens had the case & filter! Interesting. 

From the Breker sa le; Reflex housing II sold for 5 1360 while 
the same unit sold at Christies in 2003 for $2040! The S4 #6505229 
that did not se ll did sell at Christies in 2003 for $2780, but it had 
an fl .4 back then and not the much ra rer all black f2 it mounted 
this time around. 

It looks li ke some items are turning up at mu ltiple sales. 

LETTERS ... LETTERS. 
Wes Loder's reply to Rick Lent's letter in # 123 .. . 
Both the Flektoskop & the first model Pan fl ex were designed by 
Wo lfgang Jacobi, a tech nician in the Scienti fi c products divis ion 
of Zeiss Ikon. The Flektoskop came fi rst. Since almost all were 
sold wi th a long-focus lens (180,300 or 500) in a kit, it is difficu lt 
to see bench work as the primary function. The finder is not 
interchangeab le. Even the Ze iss hi storians today shake their 
heads try ing to understand why the housing image was des igned 
to be reversed and upside-down. It must have made follow-action 

photography a real challenge. 
The Panflex I is almost the same as the Flektoskop, but smaller 

& uses the external Contax bayonet mount. The strange imaging 
system is the same. 
Zeiss did prototype a I 35 mm/f4.5 lens in short mount spec ifically 
for the Panflex short ly after the war. It was the first lens to feat ure 
a pre-set di aphragm , but it never made it into production. 

Both the post-war Flektoskop (East German) and the post-war 
Panftex (West German) offer upside-right & non-reversed images. 
From Nico VanDijk ... 
It 's amazing to see some of the prices, low and high, seen on eBay. 
It is worth it to conti nue to se ll there? Couldn't we start a buy&sell 
page on the NHS website? Or-at least-to inform NHS members 
via 'our ' site what one has for sale before using eBay? 

SOME BOOK UPDATES ..... 
AND BROWSING EBAY 

Here are some of the items that recent ly appeared on eBay and 
other auction sites. Great stuff just keeps com ing out! 
Exacta 135 #256172, which marks a new ' low' number for this 
variation. A Nikon S2 #6142760 wlAluminum fI.4 #358202 
was listed on eBay by a seller who did not know what he had! 
Final price was $2000, which I am sure surprised him. Nikon 
M609893 with C PO markings has surfaced. I hope to have 
photos at a later date. A 50/0.5 in SM #570790 mis-engraved 
as " Q-O" and not "Q-C" sold for $633. Quite rare. The rare 
35mm/fl .8 with black front rim #351834 can be added to that 
premier group. The same for MIOJ 35/13.5 #612123 from th e 
extremely rare first group made & the highest seen to date was 
recently reported. And for that nearly unknown first type 501 
0.5 EL-Nikkor in chrom e can be added lens #70n02! A ha rd 
to find lens is the all-black 50/rz (even rarer than the f1.4) but 
another was recentiy seen. It is lens #738127. Another rz #50375 
in Canon Hansa mount was listed on eBay at $6000 but did 
not sell. An early Type II Microflex is unit #30 180 also seen on 
eBay. Black 28/0.5 #719715 sets a new high for this version . 
Finally, the 'dream ' to top all dreams . . . the conical leather case 
for the 50mm/fl .1 Nikkor for S IO,OOO??! Seller did reduce it 
to about $3000 but no sale! Can you believe it? For a leather 
case? RJR 

FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
Those of you who wish to obtain a signed copy of my book 

fro m me need on ly to contact me. Besides personally signing the 
book, I have also had made up labels stat ing to the fact that 'this 
copy has been purchased di rect ly from the author '. Prices are as 
fo llow and include a ll shi pping and postage costs. 
United States 100 including Priority shipping. 
Canada $125 including Int. Priority shipping. 
Europe/Japan/Aus. 5140 includin g Int. Priority shipping. 
I can accept checks (US/Canada only), money orders, bank wires, 
cash or PAYPAL. My email addresses(roto lon i@msn.com & 
r.rotoloni@sbcglobal.net) are my Paypa l account numbers. 
Please make all checkslmoney orders payable to: 

RJR PUBLISHI NG or NIKON HISTORI CAL SOc. 
or MYSE L F 

THANK YO U ...... RJR 
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C LASSI FI E D ADS 70, BLOCK A, GREEN LAN D GA RD EN, 

67-69 LYTTELTON ROAD,M ID LEVELS, 0000, HONG KONG 
SE LL LIST ... I am now on EBAY on a regu lar basis! You 
might want to make me a preferred seller so you can keep track 
of what I have currently listed. My ID is ' 6091 '!. RJR roto­
loni@msn .com 

WANTED ... Photos wanted if possible for any of the fo llowing 
lenses: NIKKOR 2 I mm.f4.0 in LTM; NIKKOR 25mm/f4.5 in 
Nikon mt; N IKKOR 2Smm/f4 in Nikon mt; STEREO-N IKKOR 
in LTM'; KINEGON 35 mm/f2 .5 in Nikon mt; KOMURA 
28mm/f2.8 in Nikon mt. Rare non-Nikkor wide angle lenses for 
Nikon RF mount. Akito Tamla, Suginami-ku, Kami-igusa 
1-25-11-104, Tokyo 167-0023 Japan. Cell phone email aki­
t049@wm.pdx.ne.jp Thanks. 

WA NT ED ... ALL NIKON RANGEFINDER ITEMS, also F 
bodies, sca lloped AI and non-A I lenses and anything else inter­
estng. What do you have? Peter Waines, PO Box 332, Penzance 
TR18 9PD UK. Tel +44 1736 719461. Fax +44 1736 719538. 
Email; pwalnes@truemesh.com Website; www.peterwalnes. 
com 

FOR SALEIT RAD E ... Nikon ' MR' case in BLAC K! First 
known about on ly a few years ago & only the 4th one I am aware 
of. Not Mint, but the nicest one I have seen. Not cheap, but if 
you own a black SP/S3 /S3M, only a drop in the ocean & your 
camera dese rves it. Offers accepted, or wi ll trade up, down or 
sideways for interest ing early F or Nikkor items. I can deliver it 
at NHS-Con 14 if you wish . Bill Pringle, (209) 848-26 16, (209) 
988-6886 or redchips@aol.com 

WANT ED ... Nikon 35 mm/fJ.8 in Leica SM. Prefer clean glass 
& cosmet ics. Authentic BLAC K Canon rangefi nder body, pref­
erably a VIT or VIL model. NO repaint-only or igina l. Nikon 
3.5cm bright line fi nde r. Bob Rogen teamrogen@sbcglobal.net 

WANTED ... Smm/f2.S FISH EYE NIKKOR, I 3mm/f5.6 NIK­
KO R, 120 FI SH EY E SKY NIKKOR, experimenta l N IKON 
cameras and/or lenses/accessories, even if broken. NIKON S2 
& SP (B LACK), A LUMI NUM 5cm 1'1.4 NIKKOR. PH Va n 
Hasbroeck, 56 Albert Court, Prince Consort Road, London 
SW 7 2BE. tel: 0044 (0) 20 7584 0077. Fax : 0044 (0) 20 7591 
3848. email address: HASBROEC K@AOL.COM 

WANTED ... Common models of Autograph ic Kodaks, & also 
large size Ansco models. Contact: Tony Hurst (Dublin) at email 
nippon54@hotmail.com or telephone me at (353) 1288- 4896. 

NEW MEMBERS 
ARNOLD CRANE 
30 10 GRAND BAY BLVD. UN IT 466 
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228-44 I 9 

DON D. HOGGATT 
10008 ROCK HI LL LANE 
DALLAS , TX 75229-6369 

M ICHAEL McEN IERY 
PO BOX 65 
WARW ICK QLD 4370, AUSTRALI A 

LUTZ STE IN FURTH 
EASY A POT HEKE, HUM BOLDTSTR. IS 
52525 HEINSBERG, GERMANY 

ROBERT E. TANS KY 
1638 ED ISON SHORES PL. 
PORT HURON, MI 4S060-3374 

TONY WHITNEY 
226 - 5500 ANDREWS ROAD 
RlCHMON D, BC V7E 6M9, CANADA 

RAYMONDYE 
CM IC, ROOM 250 1, TOWER I 
ADM IRA LTY CENTRE, I S HARCOU RT ROAD,HONG 
KONG 

LAU PUI YIN CIO CHAK SAM 
SHO P G24, G/F, SINO CENT ER 
582 NATHAN ROA D, MONG KO K. KLN., HONG KONG 

NEW ADDRESSES 
NICO VAN DlJ K 
FREKEHOF 13S, 
2263 KA LEIDSC HENDAM, THE NETHERLAN DS 

NHS BACK ISSUE & 
REPRINT SERVICE! 
AVA ILAB LE "ORIGINAL" BACKISSUES OF T HE 

"N IKON JO URNAL" INCLUDE TH E FO LLOW ING NUM -
BERS: 

32, 40, 41 , 43,44,45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 53, 54, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64,65,66,67,68,70, 71,72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81 , 
82, 83, 84, 85, 86,87, 88,89, 90, 91,92, 93,94, 95,96, 97,98, 
99, 100, 10 I, I 02, I 03, I 04, 1 05, 1 06, 107,108,109,110, 11 1, 112,11 3, 
114, 115, 116,117,118, 119, 120, 121 , & 123. 

MULTIPLE ISSUE BULK PRICES CAN BE NEGOTIATED! 
$6 .00 EAC H IN U.S.A. POSTPAID 

$8.00 EAC H OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

HIG H QUA LITY COPIES PRINTED ON I IX I7 PAPER THEN 
FOLDED & STAPLED (INCLUDES " O NLY" T HOSE ISSUE 
NUMBERS " NOT" LISTED ABOVE!) 

$400 EAC H IN U.S.A . POSTPAID 
$6.00 EACH OVE RSEAS POSTPAID 

BLACK & BEAUTIFUL! 
PLEASE ADD TH ESE NU MB E RS TO THOSE IN NH S-
112, WHERE OUR OFFI C IAL NHS BLAC K BODY LIST 
APPEARS. 

6180696 6194063 6320923 6322 151 
THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS ARE THOSE OF FAKES! 

6211618 



'n 
HAVE YOU 
SEEN ONE 
OF THESE 
BEFORE?? 
Member Chris Sap of Belg ium recently 
sent me thi s photo with the above line at­
tached to it. I had to admit that I had never 
heard or nar seen a photo before of this rc­
ally interesting fitted leather case designed 
to accommodate a 180mm/f2.5 Nikkor 
mounted on a Type I I Reflex HOllsing, 
Look closely and you can see custom 
fittings for hold ing both housing cables, 
the finger tip release, film cassette & even 
the from cap for the housing. In addition, 
in front of the lens can be seen a leather 
flap. Under it is a Nikon body, in th is case 
an S2, with a lens attached. All is held by 
a fine leather case with handle and strap 
and obviollsly intended to be carried over 
the shou lder. Does anyone have any info 
on thi s item? Anything in the literature? 
Does anyone own such a piece? 
(From the look of it a 90 degree prism for 
the Housing might even fi t (there appears 
to be room for it) wh ich would date thi s 
case to late in the RF era,) 




	NHS 124_0001
	NHS 124_0002
	NHS 124_0003
	NHS 124_0004
	NHS 124_0005
	NHS 124_0006
	NHS 124_0007
	NHS 124_0008
	NHS 124_0009
	NHS 124_0010
	NHS 124_0011
	NHS 124_0012
	NHS 124_0013
	NHS 124_0014
	NHS 124_0015
	NHS 124_0016
	NHS 124_0017
	NHS 124_0018
	NHS 124_0019
	NHS 124_0020
	NHS 124_0021
	NHS 124_0022
	NHS 124_0023
	NHS 124_0024

