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Welcome to the exciting and rewarding world of 

Kowa/SIX 2-1/4-square single-lens reflex photo­

graphy_ 

Although you are probably anxious to start shoot­

ing with your new Kowa/SIX, we suggest that you 

take th e time to carefully study this instruction manu­

al. As you go through th e pages, try to understand­

not just memorize - the operations of the .camera. In 

this way, you will quickly realize th e full potential 

of this superb instrument and its accompanying lens 

and accessory system. If you have any questions, your 

Kowa dealer will be glad to answer them. 
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CD Viewing magnifier 

(2) Strap stud, front 

Q) Strap stud , rear 

@ Film & shutter knob/ fli p -out 

crank (film advance) 

® 12/ 24 frame counter se lect­

ion knob 

® Automatic zero- reset 12/ 24 

frame counter 

(f) Depth-of- field preview lever 

@ Removable finder hood 

® Distance scale 

@ Depth-of- field scale 

@ Aperture scale 

@ Aperture selection ri ng 

(i) Shutter speed scale 

(j) Standard 85 mm F/2.8 lens 

@ Focusing ring 

@ Shutter speed selection r ing 

@ Shutter release button lock 

4 ring 
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Parts Description 

@ Finder hood viewing magni-

fier release button 

@ Flash synchro terminal 

@ Filter mount threads 

@ M / X flash synchron ization 

selection and self - timer se ­

lection lever 

@ Shutter- release button 

@ Lens locking collar 

@ Interchangeable finder hood 

release button . 

@ Toke -up spool knob 

@ A ccessory shoe 

@ Lens locki ng lever 

@ Feed spool knob 

@ Tripod moun! 

@ Camero bock locking knob 

i!!; Camero bock locking lever 
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FILM LOADING * Avoid direct sunlight when looding or unlooding film . A relatively dark place 

- especially with higher speed film is best. 

* Re me mber whether you are using 120 (12 exposure) or 220 (24 exposure) film 

loads. 

1 . Open the camera back 2 . Set film pressure plate and 
Flip up the comero bocklocktng knob on the bottom 01 frame counter, if necessary 
the camera. Turn the knob toward '0" until. 1 comes 10 The film pressure plale and frame counter must be set 

a stop. Pull It out gently. The camero bock Will now lor the type ollilm you ore using. 120 or 220. See the 

open directions on Pages 18 and 19. 
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3 . Load the film 
Insert on empty spool IOta Ihe top 01 the Itlm chamber 

and a loaded 111m spool Into the bottom 01 the chamber 

To laetil tate loadtng 01 the spools Ilrst pull out the toke 

up s 01 knob and the leed spool knob. Both wtll re 

maIO 10 the pulled·out poSllion. When you have placed 

bOTh sJX)oIs mlo the camero twist the knobs. A spring 

will relurn them 10 thelf normal posillons. See thol the 

toke up and leed spools are movtng Ireely. 



lk If the- film you ore using does not have an " end of roll " warning , make you r own in ­

dication (a crease or fold) on the film ~o that yo u w i ll not accidentall y re-expose the 

film. 

4 . Advance the film to the " start" 5 _ Close the camera back 6 . Adva nce the film to the f irst 
frame markings Close the camero bock and lurn Ihe camero bock lock 

Inserl the film leader l ip mlo Ihe 51 11 in the ,ake up spool mg knob in the direction of theC unTil II comes 10 a Advance the film until the number "1" appears in the 

Slowly advance the film. makmg cer lOln thaI toke ·up IS SlOp. AI the same lime, press in . on the camero beck. frame counter window. The automatic mechanism will 

smooth. laut. and straight. Conllnue to od ... ance the film Check to be certain thol it is properly locked SlOP the film from advanCing further when you reach the 

until the start markings on the film (usually arrows) line 

up with the mdex pom ts Ired dotsl on the comero s film 

guides. 

firs! frome. T he shUtler IS now wound and you may take 

your Ilrst picture 

7 
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SETTING FOR 120 OR 220 FILM 

1. Remove the back cover 2. 120 and 220 roll films 
Open the back cover and move toe camero back lock- 120 roll film provides 12 2-1/4 x 2-1 /4 exposures: 220 

ing lever Ilocoted at the hinged top of the camero bock) roll film provides 24 exposures of the some size. 120 

toward the back of camero. Detach the camero back. type film has backing poper running its full length. 220 

Reverse the arder to replace the camero back. has poper leaders allached to the beginning and end 

of the film. thus saving space and a llowing 2 4 ex~sures 

to fit the spoel. Other than the number of exposures. 

however. a given film type will be identical in all ways. 

be it 120 or 220. 



.. 
*' If you do not plan to shoot immediately. it is advisa b le to lock the shutter- release but ­

ton according to the directions on Page 12 . This will prevent you from wasting a 

frame due to accidental exposure. 

3. Position the pressure plate for 4 . Set the frame counter for 120 5 . Removing exposed film 
120 or 220 film or 220 film When you hove mode the 1051 exposule hhe 12th 1m 

120 film: the 24th lor 220 film) , the film advance me· 
chan lsm aU Tomatically releases and you con Wind the 
remolnlng film onto the toke -up spool. Be su re this is 
completed before o pening the camero bock. 

To remove the pia Ie. press II In, slide II down and hit II 

ou t 
Pull oul the 12 24 frame counter selection bUllon. align 

the dot With the 12 01 the '24" depending on the type 

For 120 Idm. align the yellow dot With the'yellow 12" 01 Ii 1m In the camelO, push the bUlion bock Into position, 

FOl 220 1,1m. align the red dot With the red '24" Then With the 1224 IlOme counter properly set. the Winding 

replace the plate, knob Will be automatically released when you have 

completed the Itlm roll 

Open the camera bock and ca refully remove the ex­
posed film. 
Move ,he empTy feed spool mlo the loke-up JX)silion 
(top) of the ftlm chamber It will now serve as the loke­
up spool. 

9 



10 

OPERATING THE KOWAjSIX 

1. Open the finder hood 
Push the fmder hood viewing magnifter release button In 

Ihe direCl lOn of Ihe arrow The finder hood will aula· 

mallcally flip open. A second push of Ihe bUllan releas­

es the viewing magnifier 

T a close the finder hood. depress the viewing magnifier 

un,,1 II lacks Inla poSillan Nexl. fold Ihe rlghl and leI! 

hnder ponels. Ihen Ihe rear panel. finally. depress Ihe 

ironl cover unld II lock: Info pOSlllon. 

2. Set the shutter speed 
Align Ihe deSired shuller speed wllh Ihe rndex mark. The 
scole is geometrically calibrated and provided with a 
clrckSlop far each seiling. Shuller speed may be sel be­
fore or after the film is advanced 

Note: Do not set an intermediate (be­
tween click-stops) shutter speed . An 
intermediate setting may not be 
accurate , and there is the add ition ­
al possi b ili ty of camera damage. 

~ The panel -type finder hood supplied with the Kowc 
SIX allows you to toke pictu res at about chest level. 
Instructions on interchanging viewfinders ore on Page 
18. 

3 . Set the aperture 
Turn the aper ture selec tion ring unld the desired F slop 

IS lined-up wilh Ihe index mark. Clrck-slaps are provided 

01 lull and half f stops. 

The lens w ill aUlamalrcally Slop·dawn '10 Ihe selecled 

f stop when Ihe shuller IS released. 



~It is advisa ble to use small apertures in infra-red photo­
graphy . In most circumstances. the added depth-of­
field w ill compensate for possible focusing error. Depth 
of f ield inc reases as the lens is stopped down (apert ure 
selection ring moved to higher numbered F stops). 

4 . Fo~using 5 . Focusing for infra-red photo- 6 . Depth of Field Scale 
Turn the focusing ring until the image on the viewing graphy You can make an apporoximate check by looking at rhe 

screen appears sharp. Wi th all viewing screens !unless It is always necessary to compensate for the different depth-ol-field scale on the lens barrel. For on approxl­

Instructions lor a specific screen state otherwise!. critical wavelength sensi tivity of infra-red film. To do thi s. locus mote check. use the depth -ol fie ld scale on the lens bar­

focusing should be done wilh Ihe cen ler spol. as usual. Then move Ihe dislonce Ind,COllon which has reI. The piclure shows deplh-of·field 01 F: 16. 3 melers 

For less crolical focusing. Ihe dislance may be estimaled aligned wilh Ihe index mark 10 Ihe red line on Ihe deplh- 110 feel 2 inchl. 

and sel on Ihe dis lance scale. To measure film 10 sub- of-field scale los shown in Ihe above piclurel. Generally. 

18C1 distance (applicable is some close-up applicalionsl on R2 ar 02 filter is used for infra-red work. 

measure from the <p mark on the camero. This mark in-

d,cales Ihe film plane. 
11 



Note: When the lever is released . the dia­
phragm automatically reopens. 

7 . Depth-of-field previewing 8 . Time exposure (T) 9 . Shutter-release button lock 
Because your Kowa SIX is a single-lens reflex comero, For a lime exposure of whaTever duration you wish, c- To lock the shutter-release bulton, turn the shutter-release 

you can vISually check depth-of-fleld at taking aperture lign the r on the shuller speed selection ring with the lock ring. aligning the red dot on the ring with the red 

on the viewing screen. To accomplish this, depress the index mark. when the shutter-release bullon is pressed. dOl on the camera. To unlock the shutter. align Ihegreen 

depth-af-field preview lever otter you hove selec ted the the shuller will remain open until you turn the shutter dOl on the shuller-release lock ring with the red dOl on 

F SlOp you wdl shoot with. The diaphragm will close speed ring to the '1" pOSItion. 

down to that F slop. The image on the viewing screen The, shulter will then cJose-down. 

12 will give you a good indication of your depth-of-field. 

the camera. 

It is advisable to lock the shuller-release bullon when­

ever the camera is loaded with film and not being used. 



Flash Synchronization Settings Type of Flosh 
SettinQ. 

M .Closs Bulbs 

Electronic Flash 

M X (V) 

speeds speeds of )/30 sec or less 

Not sy nchronized Syncdhron ized at all shulle 
spee s 

Synchronized at all shu;;:-$ynchronized at Shutter

1 _-L_ 

10. Self- timer 1 1 . Flash synchronization setting 
For a delayed shal place Ihe M X flash synchronization select ion 
ond self-II mer lever In IheY poSillon . make approprr- The Kowo SIX. becouse of lis belween-lhe -Iens leaf·lype 

ole selflngs. and press the shuller The self·'imer will fe- shutler provides M and X flash synchronization 01 a ll 

lease Ihe shuller In aboul 10 seconds shuller speeds. Selecl lon is mode by selling Ihe M X 

flash synchronization and self-Ii mer lever according 10 

Ihe above ,oble Full synchronlzallon for eleclronlc fla sh 

is olso proVided 01 Ihe self -Ilmer fV ') seiling 

' While f o cal -p lane shutter cameras synchro­
nize with electronic flash only at lower shutter 
speed s (usually 1 60 of a seco nd). your Kowa 
SIX employs a leof -shutter thot sy nchro n izes 
at all sh u tter speed s. Therefore . by using high­
er shutter speeds when shooting with electronic 
flash. y o u can eliminate " ghost" images. 

' You ca n also set the proper exposure for a 
combined indoor outdoor exposu re by se tt ing 
the F stop according to your e lectronic fla sh­
to-subject distance. and your shutter speed ac ­
co rding to the outdoor l igh t reading. There­
fore with the Kowa SIX. you can shoot in a 
dimly li t room with elect ronic flash. whi le 
properl y exposing a view through a window. 

' Shutter speed and aperture scales are cal i­
bro ted i n geometric progression . Thi s means 
that a d o ne position increase in shutter speed 
combin ed with a one F stop increase in ex ­
posure (a lower F stop number} would p roduc e 
no cha nge in exposure. As an example. 1 30 
at F/8 is the same exposu re as 1/60 at F 5 .6 . 

' Fine ex posure adjustments are made with the 
aper ture scale . You will find a click-stop at 
every ha lf F stop on all lenses for the Kowa 
SIX. 

' Control s and couplings are in the same position 
on all le nses for the Kowa SIX. 13 



INTERCHANGING LENSES 
To remove a lens ... ..... . To mount a lens ........ . 

1. Wind the film advance 2. Remove the lens 1. Wind the film advance 
When you wind the film advance, you move the mirror Push In the lens locking lever and turn the lens locking Be certain thaI the film advance is fully wound and thot 

and light-baffle inlO the viewing position and automallc- collar counter -c lockwise (with the comera lacing you) the index mark on the lens locking collar is In a vertical 

oily disengage the lens locking collar safe ty. This solelY until the Index mark comes 10 a SlOP in a vertical po- position. 

system prevents removal of the lens with the mirror and 51lion. Pull the lens straight oul 01 the comero. 

light-baffle In the up positIon. thereby el,mlnallng the 

chance 01 ruming a frame. 

14 



2 . Be sure the lens is opened 
When the shutler blades are open and the two pins are 

aligned wilh Ihe red daIs as shown above. Ihe lens can 

be mounled. To bring Ihe pins in line wilh Ihe red daIs. 

* The lens locking lever will automatically move to 
its locked position when you mount the lens. Do 
not block the action of the lens locking lever. 

3 . Align the lens and lacking collar 4 . Tighten the locking collar 
index marks Wilh Ihe len s sealed in its mounl. lurn Ihe lens locking 

With the index mark on the lens barrel aligned with the collar in a clockwise /X>silion Iwith the camera facing 

index mark on Ihe locking collar. sl ip Ihe lens complelely youl unlil il slops. 

turn the pins as indicated by ~he orrow until they click into the camero. Since the sh utter has already been wound. you are now 

into place. Be careful nOI 10 lauch the small pin on the back of Ihe ready 10 shoot. 

l enses cannOI be·mounled or dismounled wilhoul pro. lens. If you do. Ihe shuller blades will close and Ihe lens 

perly following all described Sleps. will nOI mounl. If this happens. realign Ihe pins wilh Ihe 

red dots on Ihe rear of Ihe lens barrel. 15 



150rr F 3.5 telephoto 85mm F 2.8 stondard 55mm F 3.5 wide·ongle 
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150mm 85mm 55mm 

LENS SPECIFICATIONS 
Minimum Minimum Diaphragm Screw-In 

Weight Aperture Focus Operation Filter Size Kowo lens Taking Angle 

r 71.5° 

I 50° 

29.5° 

F/22 1.5 ft. fully automatic 86mm 850gms 

F/22 2.5 ft. fully automatic 67mm 530gms 

F/ 22 5.0 ft. fully automatic 77mm 920 gms 

55mm F/3.5 wide angle 

85mm F/2.8 standard 

150mm F/3.5 telephoto 

* Additional lenses for your Kowo SIX are in the development stage. 
* Each lens employs a between-the-Iens leaf-type shutter. depth-of-field preview lever. and identical scale and control configuration. 

AI! have speeds from 1 to 1/500 sec" plus T. sell-timer. M and X flash synchronization at al! shu tter speeds. 11 



INTERCHANGIN G 
VIEWFINDERS 

All viewfinders and viewing scree ns far your Kowa/SIX 

attach and detach in seconds. To remove a viewfinder. 

press the button indicated in the above picture. then 

slide the viewfinder out toward the front of the camera. 

To attach a viewfinder. reverse the order. 

This is the panel-type waist-level linder hood supplIed This viewfinder provides on erect. unreversed image with Especially useful for low-angle viewing. this viewfinder 

with the Kowo/SIX . Magnification of ,he image on the a magnification of O.7X. The field-af-view ratio is 90%. provides an erect. unreversed image with a magnifica~ 

viewing screen is 1.2X. The light shad ing plates and tion of o.ex. The field -of-view ratio is 90%. 

1 8 viewing magnifier conveniently flip inlo place by press-

ing one button. 



Interchanging Viewing Screen s 

To remove a viewing screen , fn st remove the viewhnder (see Page 18 ), Then , with the camero 

In on over-turned position . press the Interchangeable finder hocx:J re lea se bUllan ond the 

viewing screen will d rop oul 

It 1$ advisable 10 let it drop into your cupped hand or onto a soft cloth to prevent scratching 

or ma rring of the surface. 

T a Insert a viewing screen, hold the camero in an upright IXlsillon. Bring the 

viewing screen In line with the dOlan the camero. Then. while depressing the 

release bUllan, drop the viewing screen mID poSlllo n. 

Standard All -purpose Viewing Screen 

Supplied With your Kowo SIX, the molle fresne l viewing screen has a IOmm flne·ground plate 

focus ing spot in 'he cen ter. 

Sports Finder Checker·boord line 

ThiS is on open-frame flip-up type finder. II Incorporales Thl: is a Ire'Jnel malte viewing ~Creen WI th a spl ll.mage Th is fresnel ma lle vIewIng screen has engraved ver llcal and 

three frames for the taking angles o f the 150mm tele· center fOCUSing spot hOrizontal reference !tnes and a f,"eground plate fc,cus-

ph oto. 85mm standard, and 55mm wide·angle Kawa 

lenses. 

Ing spot in the cenler 
19 



HOW TO USE KOWA/SIX ACCESSORIES 

3 

1. Attaching and detaching neck strops 2. Focusing Handle 3 . Lens Hoods and Filters 
Front and rear strap studs are provi d ed on your The Focusing Handle is a lever used when fast A snap·on lens hood with a retaining screw is pro· 

Kowa/ SIX. To attach a strap. place the eye of the focusing action is important. It attaches to all Kowa vided for each type of lens. Color. block and white. 

strop tip over the stud and pull the strop. To reo / SIX lenses around the focusing ring . and special purpose filters are also available. Sizes 

move the strap. press the spring plate on the strap 

tip. push it out and pull the strop out. 

20 

of the screw· in filters are 67mm for the standard 

lens. 77mm for the telephoto. and B6mm for the 

wide·angle. 



4. Hand Grip 
Ideal for extro steadiness In hand -held shooting, 

the Sports Grip attaches to the accessory shoe on 

the camera . It has its own accessory shoe , a cable 

release which attaches to the shutter release button 

on the camera , and a shutter release button with a 

lock. 

5 . Tripod Head 
The Tripod Head gives you added camera stability. 

It attaches to the base of the camera and the com­

bined cameralT ripod Head is then attached to a 

tripod . With the Tripod Head , you can change film 

w ith the camera still mounted on the tripod . 

21 



CLOSE-UP 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
WITH 
EXTENSION 
TUBES 

Kowo extension tubes Tl. T2 . and T3 may be 

used separately or in any combination. Full 

automatic lens operation is not affected by the 

extension tubes . 

When using extension tubes. the speed of the 

lens is effectively reduced because of the great -

er distance the light must travel within the 

camero to reach the film plane . This effective 

F/stop reduction increases as more extension 

tubes are added . To compensate for this effect. 

increase exposure according to the exposure 

factors given in the table. 

When using the Exposure Finder. no compensa-

tian is required since the meter is effectively 

reading the same light that reaches the film 

plane. 

For details on image magnification with the 

22 extension tubes. use the table a t the right. 

f-

NOTE : 1. When using extension tubes. depth-of-field becomes extremely shal­
low. Focusing . therefore, becomes very critical. It is advisa ble to use as 
small on F stop (larger F stop number) as possible for added depth-of­
field . 

2 . In close-up photography, the effect of camero or su bject movement is 
greatly magnified. Therefore. to obtain maximum sharpness. it is im­
portant to use a tripod or other support for the camera. 

3 . The self -timer is on important aid in close·up photography. W ith the 
self -timer. the mirror and light· baffle flip up about ten seconds before 
exposure. The slight vibration of the mi rro r/ ba ffle mechanism. there­
fore , is not present when the exposure is mode. 

Extension Tubes Minimum Image 
Taking Magnification Distance 

Combinations Flange Length 1 
55mm 85mm 150 mm 55 mm 85 mm 150 mm 

- r--
T, 

~ 
75 mm 28cm 33 cm 63cm 1. 6 x 1.0 x 0.6 x 

127 
+-

T2 32 " 37 78 0.8 0 . 5 0.4 

T 3 16 " 30 44 !)5 O. 5 0.3 O. 2 

T 2 -t T 3 49 " 27 34 69 I . I O. 7 O. 5 

T, -t T 3 91 " 29 34 61 1. 8 1. 2 O. 7 

T, + T 2 107 " 30 34 60 
I 

2. I 1. 4 O. 8 

Image Magnification 02 0.4 0.6 DB In 12 1.4 I,(i 1.8 2.0 22 

Exposure foctor 1.4 2.0 2.6 32 4.0 4.8 5.8 6.8 7.8 9.0 102 



THE KOWA/SIX SYSTEM 
I . Camero body only 

2. leather case 

3 . Neck st rop 

4 . 85mm F/2 .8 standard lens 

5 . 150mm F/3.5 telephoto lens with case 

6 . 55mm F/3 .5 wide-angle lens with case 

7 . leather case for standard lens 

8 . leather case for telephoto and wide-angle len ses 

9 . Eye-level Prism Finder. horizontal viewing 

10. Eye-level Prism Finder. 45° viewing 

I I . Exposure Finder 

12. Sports Finder 

13 . Standard Panel -type Finder Hood 

14. Viewing Screens: plain motte, split-i mage, checker-board lines 

15. Extension Tubes 

16. Focusing Handle 

17. Tripod Heod 

18 . Hand Grip 

19. lens Hood for standard lens 

20 . lens Hood for telephoto le ns 

21 . lens Hood for wide-angle lens 

22 . Filters 67mm for standard lens (for monochrome) 

23 . Filters 67mm for standard lens (ND4 and for color) 

24 . Filters 77mm for telephoto lens (For monochrome) 

25 . Filters 771'(1m for telephoto lens (ND4 and for color) 

26. Filters 86mm for wide-an g le lens (for monochrome) 

27 . Filters 86mm for wide-angle lens (ND4 ond for color) 

28 . lens cop for standard lens 

29 . lens cop for telephoto lens 

30 . lens cop for wide -angle le ns 

31 . Rear lens cop (fits all Kowa /SIX lenses) 

32 . lens mount cop (for camero body) 

23 



DEPTH OF FIE LD TABLES 
150mm F 3. 5TELEPHOTO 

Aperl.( F) 

Di.'.(m) 
3. 5 4 0 5 6 8 0 11 . 0 16. 0 

+ -
00 ~ r ~ t ~ 00 00 

00 
131 . 17 11478 8198 5739 41 . 74 28 . 69 

38. 79 40 . 49 47 . 09 62. 35 ,~" I ~ 30. 00 
24 . 47 23. 84 _ 22. 03 19. 79 17 . 55 14 . 78 

16 . 90 17 . 21 18 . 28 20. 18 23. 2U 30 . 92 
15. 00 

13. 49 13. 30 12. 72 11 . 95 II. 10 9. 94 

10 . 80 10. 92 11 . 34 12. 04 13. 04 15. 15 
10. 00 

9. 31 9. 22 8. 94 8. 56 8. 12 7. 48 

7. 38 7. 43 7. 62 7. 93 8. 34 9. 15 
7. 00 

6. 66 + 6. 61 6. 47 6. 27 6. 03 5. 68 

5. 19 5. 21 5. 30 5. 45 5. 64 5. 99 
5. 00 

4. 30 t 4. 83 4. 80 4. 73 4. 62 4. 50 - - -+---- -
4. 12 4. 13 4. 19 4. 28 4. 39 4. 60 

4.00 I 3. 89 3. 88 3. 83 3. 76 3. 68 3. 54 

3. 06 3. 07 
3. 10 I 3. 15 3. 21 3. 31 

3. 00 
2. 87 2. 82 2. 74 

'''I 
2. 93 2. 90 

2. 54 2.55 2. 57 2.60 2. 64 2. 71 
2. 50 

2. 4S 2. 32 2. 46 2. 43 2. 41 2. 37 

I 2. 03 2. 03 2. 04 2. 06 2. 09 2. 13 
2. 00 

t 
I. 97 I. 97 I. 96 I. 94 I. 92 1. 89 

-
1. 51 I I. 52 I. 52 I. 53 I. 55 I. 57 

1. 50 
I. 48 I. 47 1. 46 I. 44 I. 49 I. 48 

24 

22. 0 

00 

20 . 87 

00 

12 . 4~ 

51. 62 

8. 83 

18.80 

6. 84 

10. 35 

5. 31 
-

6. 47 

4~ 
4. 87 

3. 40 
-

3. 45 

2. 66 

2. 80 

2. 26 

2. 18 

1 . 8~ 

I. 59 

I. 42 

85mm F 2. 8 STAN DARD 

Aperl.(F) I I J 
~.(m)_--t_2_. _8 4*.0 5. 6 8. 0 11.0 

00 5~62 1 3: 14 2: 81 1 ~07 13~14 
12. 36 1 13. 75 16. 18

i
22. 06 40 . 48 

10. 00 
8. 40 7.87 7. 25 6. 49 5. 74 

16. 0 22 . 0 

00 1 00 

9. 03 6. 57 

00 

4. 81 I 00 

4. 04 
- -

5.525.77 6. 16 6.84 7. 94 10.86 19. 59 
5.00 

3. 00 

4. 57 4. 41 

3. 17 

2. 84 

2. 0:+

2

.

07 

1. 93 

I. 54 
I. 50 

I. 46 

3.26 

2. 78 

2. II 

I. 90 

1. 56 

1. 45 

1. 24 

4.21 

3. 37 

2. 70 

2. 15 

I. 87 

1. 58 

1. 43 

I. 25 I. 22 
I. 20 

0. 80 

I. 18 

~ : ~: t ~ : ~: ~ : ~~I 
o. 91 0. 92 0. 93 

O. 89 0. 88 0. 88 

I 
O. 81 0. 81 0. 82 

O. 79 I 0. 79 I 0. 78 

1.00 I 
0. 90 

1.17 1.15 

3.95 3. 66 

3.83 

2. 47 

2. 33 

1. 76 

1. 67 

1. 36 

I. 30 

3. 27 

j 

4. 39 

2. 29 

2. 52 

I. 67 

I. 76 

I. 31 

I. 36 

3.56 

2.60 

2. 23 

I. 82 

1. 62 

1. 40 

1. 27 

I . 14 

1. 05 

0. 96 

0. 94 

0.86 

1.11 j 
I. 07 

0. 94 

0. 95 

0. 85 

I. 08 

I. 10 

0.92 

0. 98 1 
0. 83 

2. 90 

5.32 

2. 10 

2.79 

I. 57 

I. 89 

I. 25 

I. 43 

I. 04 
-

I. 15 

0. 89 

1. 02 

0. 81 

0. 83 0. 84 0. 86 0. 89 

0. 77 i 0.76 I 0. 75 I 0.73 



55mm F 3. 5WIDE -ANGLE 

Apert.(F) 
3. 5 4.0 5. 6 8. 0 11.0 ,, ;~o Di, t. (m) 

00 00 00 00 00 00 
00 

17. 72 15.51 II. 08 7. 75 5. 64 3. 88 2. 8t 

10. 00 
22. 71 27 . 78 97 . 33 00 00 W 00 

6. 43 6. II 5. 30 4.41 3. 65 2.85 2. 25 

6. 91 '" H" 13. 70 40. 19 00 00 
5. 00 

3. 92 3. 80 3.47 3.07 2. 69 2. 23 I. 85 

3. 59 3. 69 4. 07 4. 80 6. 22 12 . 30 00 
3. 00 

2. 58 2. 53 2. 38 2. 19 1. 99 1.73 I. 50 

2. 00 
2. 24 2. 282.41 2.65 3. 02 3.96 6.32 
I. 81 1. 78 I. 71 1 . 61 ~0 I. 35 1.21 

I. 50 
I. 63 I. 65 1.72 I. 83 2. 00 2. 36 3.02 

I. 39 I. 38 I. 33 I. 27 I. 21 -'-' II 1.01 

I. 20 
I. 28 I. 29 I. 33 

I.~ 
I. 49 I. 68 I. 98 

I. 13 1.12 I. 09 I. 05 I. 01 0. 94 0. 87 

I. 00 
1.05 1.06 I. 09 I. 13 1.19 1.30 1.48 

0.95 0.95 0. 93 0.90 0. 86 0. 82 0.76 

0. 90 
0.94 0 . 95 0. 97 I. 00 I. 05 1.14 1. 26 

0. 86 0. 86 0.84 0. 82 0. 79 0. 75 0.71 

0. 80 
0.83 0. 84 0. 85 0. 88 0. 91

1 
0.98 1.07 

0. 77 0. 77 0. 75 0. 73 0.71 0.68 0.64 

0.70 
0. 72 0. 73 0. 74 0.76 0. 78 0. 83 0. 89 

0. 68 0. 67 0.66 0. 65 0.63 0. 61 0.58 

0. 60 
0. 62 0. 62 0. 63 0.64 0. 66 0. 69 0.73 

0. 58 0. 58 0. 57 0. 56 0. 55 0. 53 0.51 

0.50 
0. 51 0. 51 0. 52 0. 53 0. 54 t 
0. 49 0. 49 0. 48 0. 48 0. 47 0. 44 
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SHUTTER 
MECHANISM 
OPERATION 

When you press the shutter­

release button on your Kowa 

/ SIX, a complex series o f 

events occur with incredible 

precIsion . The mirror and 

light-baffle swing out of the 

light path while the dia ­

phragm closes to the F/ stop 

you selected . The leaf shutte r 

then exposes the film at the 

speed you chose. All of th is 

happens in an instant, and 

with virtually no vibration a t 

the moment of film exposure_ 

OC) 

eo 

--t 
I 

~ 

I 
Before the shutter-rel ease 
button is pressed ...... 

Ihe ,huller and diaphragm ore open; 

the mirror and light bailie ore in view­

ing position. 

~ When the shutter- release 
..... button is pressed .. .... 

the shuller closes: the diaphragm be­

gins to close down. the mirror and 

light-bailie begin to swing up. 

3 Then .. .. .. 

with the diaphragm closed down to 

the selected F stop, and the mirror 

and light-bailie in the up position the 

shuller exposes the film. 



KOWA/SIX SPECIFICATIONS 
Type: leaf·shutter 2.1 / 4·square (6 x 6) single.lens reflex camero. 

Fi lm A cceptance: 120 (12 exposure) or 220 (24 exposure) roll film; flip·over 12/ 24 pressure plote. 

Standard lens: Kowa 85 mm F / 2.8. 

l ens Mount : 

Shutter: 

Positive Kowa bayonet with locking·collar; mount /dismount lever. 

11 0 Seiko SlV between·the lens leaf.shutter; 1·1 / 500sec. plus T; self.timer; M and X flash synchronization at all 

speeds. Some for all lenses. 

Foc usi ng: Direct helicoid type. 

V iew ing System : Interchangeable through.the.lens system. Standard system includes waist·level finder hood with pop·up magni· 

Dia phragm : 

Fi lm W ind : 

Frome Counter : 

Camero Bock : 

Dime nsion s: 

Weig ht : 

A cce ssories: 

fier; motte fresnel viewing screen with fine·ground plate focusing spot. 

Fully a~oma t ic; depth.of.field preview lever. Some for all lenses. 

3600 kn,ob with flip·out cronk advances film and winds shutter; stops automatically on first frome; outomotic 

double·exposure prevention. 

Automatic zero·reset; 12/24 selection. 

Hinged ond removable. 

132 x 116 x 157 mm. (5·3 /16 x 4·9/ 16 x 6·3/ 16 inch) 

1,700 grams. (3 Ib 12 oz) 

Eye.level Prism Finders (horizontal and 45 0 viewing types), Sports Finder, Exposure Finder, Stondard Waist·level 

Finder Hood, Close.up Extension Tubes (Tl, T2, T3), Hand Grip, Tripod H ead, Viewing Screens (with fresnel 

and condenser lens; three types: plain motte, split.image, checker· board lines), lens H oods, Filters, Focusing 

Handle, leather Cases. 
27 
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