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EDITORIAL 
As we enter 2003, I hope that everyone had a healthy and happy 

holiday season and that the New Year brings prosperity and success 
to each and everyone of you. 

The last year has been an eventful one for the Society and 
camera collecting in general. We had our 8th Convention in 
Scottsdale which was a great time for everyone and another suc­
cessful meeting. The auction scene has proven to be quite healthy, 
thank you, as more first rate sales are being held than ever before, 
now on both sides of the Atlantic. Sales are brisk, prices for fine 
collectible Nikons are firm, and more people are entering this great 
hobby. Even though digital is undoubtedly detracting from sales 
of conventional photo gear, and will continue to do so, interest in 
fine quality classic equipment is very strong. Maybe the surge of 
digital and plastic is actually a good thing. Put a fine mechanical 
Nikon next to nearly anything coming off the assembly lines to­
day by anybody and you can't help but appreciate how things used 
to be! It is up to us to preserve not only the hardware, but also the 
history of an era that may all to soon be completely gone. 

The year also saw the introduction of the first new lenses for 
the Nikon RF mount in 40 years AND now, the first new body to 
possess that venerable mount. In this issue we have two lead ar­
ticles on the just released (mid-November) Cosina Bessa R2S cam­
era with a Nikon RF mount! Stephen Gandy from a review of 
features point of view, and Tom Abrahamsson from that of a user. 
I have one and I must say it makes you want to put one of your RF 
Nikkors on it and run out and shoot. It has the best finder, fastest 
shutter and only meter ever on a Nikon S mount camera. Try it, 
you might like it! And if you do you might be interested in sup­
porting the possibility of a special one for the NHS. See page 16 
for more info. 

Also this issue is an article by Paul Bonner on yet another 
adapter to mount RF Nikkors on a Leica, this one made in En­
gland! Tony Hurst not only reproduced a vintage Nikon display 
stand (see back cover) but also has some unique photos of the 
Nikon factory from 1951 taken by an American serviceman sta­
tioned in Japan. The first time they have ever been published. 

We also have the second, and final, installment of Don Dedera's 
member survey about how we as a group deal with our collec­
tions, and what plans we have for their collective futures . I want 
to thank Don for going through the work required to put this sur­
vey together, a very time consuming project. 

And now I would like to announce that plans for NHS-Con9 
have begun to fall into place. Some of you in Scottsdale were 
hoping that the next meeting might be in Tokyo. Well, it looks 
like it just might happen! I have recently heard from member Akito 
Tarnla, who organized the 1996 meeting in Japan, that the Tokyo 
Nikon Club would like to host it again! It will 'probably' be near 
the end of February 2004, or just over one year from when you 
receive this issue. Exact dates will be published as soon as we can 
ascertain when the 2004 Matsuya Camera Show will be held (see 
pg 17). But start making your plans now. Those who came in 1996 
had a great time and I know we will again. Japan is a fascinating 
and wonderful place to visit. New sights, new culture, new food, 
and more Nikons than you can imagine. There must be 30 camera 
stores in the Ginza alone! A window shoppers paradise for sure! 
So watch these pages for up to date facts and information, and set 
your sights on Tokyo in 2004! RJR 
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CLASSIC NIKON RF MOUNT IS 'REBORN'!! 

THE NEW COSINA 
"R2S" HAS ARRIVED!! 

At Photokina 2002, Cosina officially announced the new 
Voigtlander Bessa R2S and R2C bodies in classic Nikon and 
Contax rangefinder mounts. This is really BIG news for lovers 
of these grand old systems. These mounts were long considered 
dead relics of the past. These new Voigtlanders offer the first 
production metered cameras ever in these mounts, not to men­
tion the brightest Range/viewfinders. Cos ina also announced 3 
new multicoated SC lenses: 
28/3.5, 50/2.5 and 85/3.5 
APO to go with the already 
available 2114, 25/4 and 35/ 
2.5 optics. In addition the new 
12/5.6 and 15/4.5 super wide 
SL lenses in 'Nik'on AI mount 
which fit the new Bessas via 
an adapter, the first wider than 
21mm lenses ever offered to 
classic Nikon and Contax 
fans! 

Had the R2S and R2C been 
introduced in the late 1950's, 
they would have been hailed 
as cameras of the 'future', the 
most technologically ad­
vanced rangefinders ever. As 
they cross the end of the production line a half century later, the 
new Bessas are ancient dinosaur throwbacks in a digital plastic 
world .. . but lovable dinosaurs all the same. 

Here is a list of Nikon RF "firsts" for these new Bessas: 
• 1 st production TIL metering 
• 1 '1 1I2000th second top speed 
• 1'1 1I1251h second flash synch 
• 1 ,1 factory made optional baseplate trigger winder 
• 1 '1 easy swing open back 
• 1 ,1 film type confirmation window 
• 1 ,1 regular production cameras with this mount in 40 years 
• 1 ,1 regular production multi-coated Nikon RF fit lenses 
• 1'1 with LED's in finder and a hot shoe 

The R2C/S shutter and meter are the same as used in the other 
Bessa models. It is a modified Copal with vertical blades with 
an inner shutter and outer light tight shutter, which the meter 
reads from. It uses a silicon cell with a range ofEVI to 19 at ISO 
100 (fl.4 at 1 sec. to f/16 at 1/2000th), and is powered by 2 easy 

BY STEPHEN GANDY 
to find silver SR44 batteries (no hard to find lithiums like the 
M7). The film advance is ratcheted for single or multiple strokes. 
There is no self timer or provision for multiple exposures. 

Cosina is the ONLY manufacturer EVER to produce ALL 
four major classic 35mm RF mounts-Leica screw, Leica M, 
Nikon RF and Contax RF. Cosina is the world's largest maker of 
interchangeable 35mm RF lenses in terms of l)number of differ-

ent focal lengths and speeds of­
fered and 2) the largest number 
of mounts (4) . While some old 
timers complain that Cosina dares 
to use the venerable Voigtlander 
name, the fact remains that their 
classic rangefinder production 
over the last 4 years is, quite sim­
ply, remarkable and unprec­
edented. NEVER have so many 
different rangefinders been intro­
duced so quickly, in so many 
mounts, with so many lenses and 
so many choices of finders : 
NEVER. Thank you , Mr. 
Kobayashi. 

The R2S and R2C look very 
similar. The outward differences 

are the top plate inscriptions and the all chrome focusing helical 
of the R2C vs. the Nikon SP style black and chrome mount on 
the R2S. The addition of the metal front plate and focusing wheel 
make the cameras look more robust than their R2 M mount cousin, 
and a bit quieter because of the sound absorption. Initially only 
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black bodies will be available. The shutter release button is ex­
tended about 1116" which makes the release a bit smoother than 
the R2, kind of like a built-in Mini Soft Release. 

The meter readout has 3 red LED's at the bottom ofthe finder 
that are easily seen. You depress the release slightly to activate 
the meter. The LED's will stay on as long as you depress the 
release, and will tum off about 15 sec. after you let off on the 
pressure. The center LED is a red circle. On either side are red 
triangles with a + and -. Tum either the aperture scale or shutter 
speed dial in the direction indicated by the +1- LED to get the 
correct exposure. The meter is centerweighed, and reads off the 
outer shutter curtain. 

The R2S/C viewfinder and RF patch are far and away the 
brightest and clearest ever in any Nikon or Contax camera. No 
other cameras in these mounts even come close. They are easily 
the most convenient shooters for Nikon and Contax RF lenses. If 
you are tired of making excuses why your Nikon finders don't 
compare well with the Leica M series, these new Bessas are for 
you. The 35,50 and 85 projected brightlines are manually se­
lected from the top plate. Only ONE frame is visible at a time. 
Having a nice clean uncluttered finder is a very nice change, 
after dealing with the doubled up frameline pairs on the M61M7. 
There are no 105 or 135 framelines. The effective base length of 
the Bessa R2 series is noflong enough to CONSISTENTLY fo­
cus the likes of a 5011.1 , 8512 or 1.5, 105/2.5 or 135/3.5 WIDE 
open and CLOSE UP. However, focus those same lenses at 25ft 
and beyond, and you will probably do just fine. If you decide to 
shoot a 105 or 135, you may be able to get by without an acces­
sory finder by estimating a smaller portion of the 85 frameline. 
But really, even the current M7 works better with wides and 
normals, the accepted "forte" of the rangefinder 35. 

These Cosina made mounts are beautifully machined and 
work smoothly, just as if they were products of the Nikon or 
Zeiss factories. Of course some diehards will huff and puff claim­
ing this is impossible. Well, hold onto your pronouncements until 
you examine one of the new Bessas, otherwise you may end up 
with Voigtlander on your face . Mr. Kobayashi has quite simply 
done a wonderful job of reproducing these difficult to make classic 
lens mounts. 

Why two mounts? Nikon chose back in 1946 to modify the 
Con tax mount for a slightly different standard focal length nor­
mal lens, which resulted in compatibility problems. Thus Nikon 
had to produce normal and tele lenses in both Nikon and Con tax 
configurations during the RF era. Nippon Kogaku 's lens mount 
modification was such a monumental screw up that it's a wonder 
the fledging camera company survived that choice. 

What about lens compatibility? I tried Zeiss lenses from the 
21mm Biogon to the pre-war 180 RF coupled lens for the 
Contax I, and Nikon RF lenses from the 25 to the 135. Most 
worked fine, with a few exceptions. 
• 2114.5 Biogon will mount and work fine, even providing TTL 

metering, IF you remove the rear element collar by simply 
removing 2 small screws. It is easy to re-mount it. 

• 2114 Nikkor will NOT mount 
• 3512.8 pre-war Biogon (and the Russian 3512.8) will NOT 

mount at all, due to the larger rear element. The post war 
West German 35/2.8 Biogon will work fine . 

• Collapsible 50's: the body has cutouts in the light chamber to 
prevent collapsible lenses going too far in and damaging the 
shutter, but SOME lenses might still make it through to the 
shutter. The pre war Zeiss 50/2 Sonnar that I tried could be 
collapsed completely into the body. The black Contax I 501 
3.5 Tessar went about J of the way before meeting the cut­
outs. Even with the light chamber cutouts, remember to GEN­
TLY collapse the lenses, otherwise you may end up with paint 
or metal shavings from the lens saying 'HI' to the camera 
body, which could jam the shutter. 

The new "KILLER AP" (in computer lingo) is the BODY Cap. 
Mr. Kobayashi has invented by far the BEST body cap EVER 
for these cameras. Vintage Nikon or Contax body caps are not 
only hard to find and expensive due to collector interest, they 
fail to lock in place and are a bit flimsy. The new Voigtlander 
body cap locks nicely in place, and must be released like a lens 
to be removed. Considering the shortage of genuine Nikon caps, 
Cosina may have to build a new factory just to keep up with the 
body cap demand! 

Cosina currently makes the largest range of accessory RF 
finders EVER made by any 35mm manufacturer, offering direct 
vision 12, 15,21, 25, 28, 35, 50,75 and 90 finders (most are 
brightlines), as well as the unique low angle finder for the 12, 
15, 21 and 25 wides. Personally I prefer single focal length find­
ers due to their larger and brighter image, however you can use 
multi-finders, like the Nikon Varifocal with a 28 attachment. 

The new Bessas mount the standard Bessa Trigger Winder. It 
amounts to a hand-operated motor drive, whioh n~ver needs bat­
teries. The winder is most useful if you shoot "left eyed", or if 
you need up to 3 fps to cover action. The winder 's strap lugs also 
give you the option to carry the camera vertically. The winder 
will attach or remove without affecting the film, something not 
possible with the Leica M series motors, Leicavits, or 
RapidWinders. Incidentally, the Bessa winder is the ONLY pro­
duction trigger ever made for any Nikon or Contax mount RF, so 
appreciate it. The very limited production SP trigger, NOT made 
by Nikon, is worth about $4000 to collectors. 

The new Bessa R2S and R2C are a godsend to owners of 
classic Nikon, Contax, or Kiev lenses. They are so superior in 
terms of overall shooting convenience, the o1c\er cameras are left 
drowning in their own hypo. Admittedly, however, the older cam­
eras do have the advantage in terms of quality construction and 
finish. 

The MOST AMAZING part of this story is that the new Bessa 
R2S and R2C were made at ALL! No one in their right mind 
would have predicted a few years ago that ANY new camera in 
these classic and long discontinued mounts would ever see the 
light at the end of the production line. It is ASTOUNDING to 
see such cameras, 4 decades after their original manufacturers 
discontinued them. Conventional wisdom was that such a mar­
ket is too small to be profitable, that they would never sell. Yet 
Cosina's CEO, Mr. Kobayashi, enjoys going against conventional 
wisdom to give the classic rangefinder buffs what they want. He 
has achieved what NO RF maker EVER did in the, glory days of 
the rangefinder 35: Cosina manufactures ALL FOUR classic 
rangefinder camera mounts. Thank you, Mr. Kobayashi! 
(Text & Photos Copyright 2002 Stephen Gandy, all rights 

reserved.) 



The R2S maintains the classic Nikon 

focusing wheel & lens lock controls. 

Cos ina has faithfully duplicated the 

original dual lens mount, and it is a 

beautiful rendition with action as 

smooth as that on any Sp, maybe 

smoother, but then it is brand new & 

benefits from modern technology & 

lubricants. The frame selector is top 

mounted & convenient to use. Unlike 

the Sp, only one frame at a time is 

visible. The result; an uncluttered & 

clean viewfinder. The shutter release 

is slightly elevated making it easy to 

use & very smooth. A great improve­

ment over the original Nikon RFs. 



The original and the new baby. They each have their 
strong points. The 851j2 Nikkor can be used on the R2S 
even wide open at 10-12 feet and beyond. Possibly at 
closer distances the RF might not be 100% accurate 
because of its shorter base. Afew test rolls should tell 
you that either way, but the RF is so easy to focus to 
my old eyes. Given that the lens used is in excellent or 
better mechanical condition & focuses smoothly, the 
R2S should handle all Nikkors up to at least 105mm. 
The very well designed and manufactured body cap 
mentioned in the text. Beautifully done and such an 
obvious solution! Now why couldn't Nikon have made 
such an item? Far superior to the original. Cosina has 
also released an 85mm lens, this one an }3.5 APO that 
should prove to be very sharp. Slow for sure, but with 
enough light it should prove a very useful lens. But ..... 
try out the f2 Nikkor first. It is one of the best lenses 
Nikon ever made for the range finders 



The R2S takes the Cosine made Triggerwinder 
making it the first ever NikonlContax mount 
body to do so! Nippon Kogaku once had a trigger 
for the model S on the drawing boards but never 
made it because the S2 had a rapid wind lever. 
But a trigger has its uses and I can't wait to put 
one on my R2S. A nice R2S starter outfit: R2S 
with 50ljl.I Nikkor, black SP with 25lj4 Nikkor, 
2Ilj4 SC Voigtlander, 35lj1.8 Nikkor, 501j3.5 
Micro-Nikkor, Nikon SP with f2 Nikkor, black 
851j2 Nikkor and I051j2.5 Nikkor. Now how is 
this for a shooting outfit?? (All photos (except 
R2S with 851j3.5 APO) by Stephen Gandy. 

s 
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SESSA "R2S" 

USER REPORT . •• 
BY TOM ABRAHAMSSON 

Back in the days when Tri-X was king and Leica M's fes­
tooned every press photographer (at least in Europe), now and 
then someone would show up with a Nikon RF, first the S2 and 
later the SP or an S3, and we all looked at these cameras and 
wondered what kind of beasts they were. The Contax copy 
rangefinder "wheel" brought out some derogatory remarks from 
the old-timers, but those lenses had us drooling. The 50/fl.l, the 
35/f1.8, and the massive 85/fl.5 did create a certain "lens-envy" 
but there was really no serious distribution of Nikon RF's in 
Scandinavia, so we lusted in vain in most cases. Of course, once 
the Nikon F showed up we all lusted after those and even got 
them issued by the 
newspapers. The RF 
Nikons remained elu­
sive and slightly "mys­
tic" to us and we kept 
hammering away with 
our M2's, M3's and ·oc­
casional MP's. I still re­
member borrowing an 
SP with S36 motor drive 
and being amazed at the 
range of framelines in 
the finder. It even had a 
28 field! It was not a 
great 28 finder by any 
standards and the 
"stacking" of framelines 
when you cranked your dial to 135 took some getting used to. It 
was not until we settled in Canada that I could begin to sate the 
Nikon RF lust. Even though not plentiful, they were available 
and I quickly got hold of some. Over the years my interest has 
waxed and waned, depending on what type of photography I was 
doing, but at any given time I usually had at least one or two 
Nikon S or S2' s around, with some of my favorite pieces of Nikon 
glass, the 35/fl .8, the 50/f2 and the formidable 105/f2.5. Lately 
my desire for some Nikon RF has been filled with the benign 
help of Robert Rotoloni and I have even been to two NHS-Cons 
(and enjoyed them very much). 

In February I went to the Scottsdale mebting and then on to 
PMA in Orlando. There we met with Mr. Kobayashi of Cosina 
and at a dinner, he proceeded to pull out some "new ideas" from 
his bag. This included a Bessa R2 with an S-C mount on it and a 
top plate looking somewhat like an SP. Now we have all heard 
about the SP2 and SPX of the 60's and most likely we have been 
thinking, "the S2 and SP are truly nice cameras, but if only we 
could get a meter in it and some brighter finders. Well, now it is 

here! About a month ago I received a Bessa R2S and R2C from 
Cos ina and as I already had the 21/f4, 25/f4 and 35/f2.5 
Voigtlander lenses in SC mount (as well as a motley collection 
of Nikkor SC lenses (25/f4, 35/f3.5, 50lflA and 105/f2.5) I pro­
ceeded to put these cameras to use and run them against my SP, 
S2 and S. 

First and foremost, the R2S finder is a huge improvement 
over the Nikons. It is bright, contrasty and in 35 mode, pretty 
close to a 1: 1 magnification. You can shoot with both eyes open, 
a major benefit. The only other finder in the Nikon line that 
comes close is the 50 in the S2. The meter is the same as in the 

Bessa Rand R2 (screw 
mount and M-bayonet 
respectively) and this is 
a great meter. It is fully 
as good as the Leica 
:M61M6TIL meter, but 
it does ,not have the 
same heavy drain on 
batteries as the M­
meter has. I seem to get 
around 100-150 rolls 
with a set of SR-44176's 
with the Bessa against 
40-50 with the M6TIL 
(and a meager 25-30 
with the M7). The die­
cast body of the R2S/C 

is quite hefty and feels solid. The shutter is noisier than the Leica 
M and Nikon SP/S3 but not disturbingly so. In most cases ambi­
ent noise will mask the shutter. I wish that the R2S had the 105 
frame in it. It is possible to use the 85 frame and "mentally" 
crop, but a set of lines for the 105 would be nice. The 10512.5 
still remains one of the great lenses of all time and the top mounted 
auxiliary finder is a hassle. Oh, well I can live with it, but one 
can always hope. Another major benefit with the R2S/C is that 
you can use the Voigtlander Triggerwinder on it. I make a simi­
lar product for Leicas (and have been doing it for 15 years) and 
I frequently get asked "why don' t you make a triggerwinder for 
the S2/SP?" Well, now you can get one and I don' t have to do 
anything! If you are a left-eye shooter this is the only way to go. 

In the process of putting together this article I went back 
over my negative files and pulled some stuff that I had been 
shooting with the S/S2 and SP (a well seasoned example that is 
exemplary smooth and certainly does not warrant "babying" in 
use) and the currently available Voigtlander SC lenses. Most 
photographers have "favorite" focal lengths that they use. Mine 



are the 35 and 21, but in 1999 I got one of Mr. Kobayashi's ftrst 
lenses, a "Snap-Shot Skopar" in screw mount. It is a tiny lens, 
modest aperture f4 and 25mm focal length. It does not couple to 
the Leica rangefinder, but in most cases the depth of fteld covers 
up any mistakes. It soon became my 2nd choice for street shoot­
ing, partly because it's angle of view, which takes in a bit more 
than the 35, but with less distortion than the 21, and partly be­
cause it is an amazingly sharp and contrasty lens! Once I got my 
25/f4 V-SC lens it has more or less been on my S2 all the time. 
The optical performance in the SC mount us just as good as the 
"Snap-Shot Skopar" in screw mount, but with the added feature 
of being coupled to the Nikon rangeftnder. The original Nikkor 
25/f4 is, apart from being rare and expensive, prone to flare and 
it has a truly weird aperture ring! It is interesting to see how 
much advancement has been made in lens-design since the mid­
ftfties. The 21 and 25 Nikkors were top-flight performers then 
and today, compared with the Voigtlander 21 and 25, they are 
barely adequate for pulling llx14 and 16x20 prints. 

The 35/f3.5 and f2.5 Nikkors suffered somewhat by being 
upstaged by the 35/f2 Summicron from Leica (a lens that even 
in its earliest conftguration from 1958 is still a formidable piece 
of glass). The 35/fl.8 is rare and expensive and, truthfully, it is a 
'wee bit' prone to flare. The 35/f2.5 Voigtlander is a step for­
ward in this array. I have used it in Leica mount for several years 
and I would compare it to the 1980's Summicron in perforrn'ance 
and in the SC mount it comes off just as well. I had the privilege 
to see Mr. Kobayashi's latest Leica mount lens at Photokina, a 
stunning 35/fl.2 with three aspherical surfaces! Talk about push­
ing the optical envelope again! Now, I wonder if that lens could 
be made to ftt an SP or Bessa R2S! 

At Photokina I saw some new lenses for the R2S and R2C. 
The 28/f3.5 with external ftnder, a 50/f2.5 Color Skopar and the 
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85/f3.5 Apo-Lanthar as well as a 50/fl.5 Aspherical Nokton. I Opposite .. Convenient little package; SP & 35/2.5 VC lens & 
did not have a chance to use these lenses, but I have the same R2S with 1.4 Nikkor. This & a pocketful of Tri-X would take 
lenses in screw mount and they are as good as it gets in these care of an afternoon walk. Top .. New & old combined; S2 & 
focal lengths and speeds. In particular the 50/f2.5 and 28/f3.5 VC 25lj4 & finder & R2S with the venerable Nikkor 25lj4 & 
lenses have shown themselves to be very sharp and with nice its rather dismal finder. The Voigtlander finders are superb, 
contrast. There is another reason for getting the Voigtlander S-C brighter & contrastier than any other you will find. Above .. 
lenses-they are all external mount and once the 50/f2.5 and/or The 'perfect' Nikon RF outfit: R2S & 1051j2.5 & a Leicafin-
the fl.5 are available, my 501fl.4 Nikkor will be delegated to the der, SP with 1.4 (at least until the 50/2.5 or 1.5 VC lenses are 
lens drawer and only taken out and used when I want to remem- available) & an S2 with the 251/4. This is a 90% outfit in my 
ber how miserable that "infernal", sorry, internal mount is! book. You can shoot almost everything with this. Below .. It is 

Most of what I have stated about the Bessa R2S is also valid amazing how many Nikon & Contax mount bodies 1 have 
accumulated over the years. A quick search of the camera 

for the R2C, with the caveat that lenses 50mm and beyond have cabinet unearthed these & the two Bessas. 
a different helix and mixing and matching is only recommended r-.d. __ =,...---=----------::;~--""'"'--------~ 

for the wides. Suits me ftne as the 25/f4 sits on the R2C and the 
105/f2.5 on the R2S with the 501fl.4 on the SP or S2 (while I am 
waiting for the external mount 50/f2.5 or 1.5). 

So, unwrap all those old Nikkors and put them to use. Get an 
R2S for the meter, flash synch and top-speed, or just because it 
is much less than a mintish S2/S3 or SP and enjoy using that 35/ 
f1.8 or 85/f2. Of course, if you also are a Contax fan, now you 
can actually release the shutter on your Bessa R2C without fear 
of the "rattle" that indicates that one of the bands has broken and 
the shutter curtain is now a small and oh so expensive little pile 
of brass "slats". Oh, by the way, the 50/f1.5 Sonnar is a great 
lens for contrasty scenes as it truly tames the brights, at least in 
black and white. 



Large wood carving by native artist 
Bill Reid. Vancouver's Museum of 
Anthropology (a must see on any trip 
to Vancouver). 
Nikon SP with 2lmmlJ4 Voigtlander 
SC lens. 

Bristish sport car meet in Vancouver. 
Classic E-type Jaguars (any crack 
about the hoods being up will be 
considered uncouth by the owners!) 
The 25mmIJ4 Voigtlander lens is 
superb. Taken with a Nikon Sp. 



One classic design (the Volkswagen Beetle) and 
another not so classic (Vancouver apartment 
building). Taken with a Cos ina R2S and the 
Voigtla'nder 35mmlj2.5 SC lens. 

Mr. Kobayashi and Mr. Kato from Cosina at 
Photokina. In the foreground the 35mm!f1.2 
in Leica M-mount, surrounded by a variety of 
of SC mounts. There are 21 's, 25 's, a 28Jf3.5, 
a 351j2.5, 501j2.5 and 1.5 as well as a 85Jf3.5 
APO-Lanthar. Also a Nikon F.with the 12!f5.6 
on it & at the far left, a Bessa R2 with a 12!f5.6 
Nikon F lens and the adapter. It is amazing what 
1 can find each time 1 meet with Mr. Kobayashi! 
(Text and photos by Tom Abrahamsson) 



10NIPPON KOGAKU 
CIRCA 1951 

BY TONY HURST 
WITH CY MEYER 

& DANNY HUSTA 
The year was 1951, and Danny Husta went to pick up the 

latest camera from the Nikon factory in Ohi, Shinagawa. While 
there he befriended a Nippon Kogaku employee and we ru;.e for­
tunate that this meeting lead to the opportunity for Mr. Husta to 
tae some informal and unposed photographs of .the production 
line for the Nikon S and its Nikkor lenses. 

These are not the normal corporate public relations type 
handouts that would have been well organized, tidy, and the 
workers white coated. Instead we see actual production scenes, 
"warts and all", giving the appearance of chaos, but to be chari­
table, organized chaos. Compare these photos against a 1950s 
Zeiss public relation photo which is so precise, neat, spotless 
and regimentated. 

Also included here is a reproduction of a letter from Gen­
eral Headquarters: Economic and Scientific Section, which makes 
a point of acknowledging Nippon Kogaku's fine products. Japa­
nese companies were really up against a walhl:>ack then. Unlike 
Germany, they received no "Marshall Plan" aid from the allies. 
They had to struggle against a shortage of quality raw materials, 
a lack of proper finances, and most of all, the West's wrongly 
held view that Japanese products were shoddy copies. The Ko­
rean War changed everything, and the rest is history. 

Cy and myself would like to express our appreciation to 
Danny Husta for the use of his personal photographs. 

GUlIR.\l, IflIADQUAIl1'US 

IA.1PKZJo COIIMANDIIK POll '1'1111 AWIIII POWEll!! 
Iconoa1o .N! Sel-.tttu Section 
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)l1korJ; CIIUteft .ad tM IUk;or laAH.. It u craufytnc La bOW Uat 
J':NI" ~ "". beaD accord_ ~r14 .-..cop1UCD in. lIOat. dJ.t1'1c:ult. 
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~ or \h:t;1.r OOl&trr. 

Top photo .. The final assembly area for the Nikon S. 
Note the lack of any "assembly line". The process 
visible here is what is known as "bench built", a time 
honored method once prevalent in the industry, but no 
longer economically feasible. 
Above .. A letter to the President of Nippon Kogaku ' 
from w.F. Marquat, Major General, U.S. Army Chief. 
Economic and Scientific Section dated Jan. 6, 1951. 



Above, left .. Zeiss production optical glass being graded. 
Center .. Danny Husta showing his new Nikon S aboard ship 
at Yokosuka Naval Base. Right .. "Nikon Club" pin thought 
to be from 195I.lfso, it may be the earliest such version 
known. 
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Below center .. A perfect example of "bench built" as lens 
mounts are fitted to Nikon S bodies, one-at-a-time! Bottom, 
left .. Camera body sub-assembly. Notice in the mid-foreground 
a very young boy apprentice. Bottom, right .. Lens coating with 
Magnesium Flouride using bell jars! 
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THE 'COOK& 
PERKINS ADAPTER' 

NHS members who can reach back in their memories to NHS­
Con4 in Holland in 1994 will recall their surprise when Dietmar 
Machold produced a Leica with a Nikkor attached. The surprise 
was not that a Nikkor could be attached to the German marquee­
the Japanese Orion Lens Coupler had been described by Robert 
Rotoloni in the previous edition of the Journal (NHS-42). The 
surprise was this particular lens adapter. Dietmar's was made by 
Cook & Perkins of London. 

We Brits were rather ashamed that we knew so little about 
this company, Cook & Perkins. Since 1994 I have acquired a 
C&P adapter and used it to attach 
(via a 36M screw-to-bayonet con­
verter) a 5cm fl.4 Nikkor to my 
M6 (see pictures). The C&P turns 
out to be truly a coupler, in that 
the M6 focusing mechanism works 
accurately with the Nikkor -as the 
picture of the lilies and the infin­
ity shot of the windmill show. 
Close scrutiny of the latter reveals 
the Nikkor's slight loss of quality 
at the edges at fl6!). 

More astonishing perhaps is 
the fact that the TTL metering on 
the M6 performs entirely accu­
rately as well. The only difficulty 
arises with the viewfinder frame. 
The C&P adapter throws up the frame for the 90mm lens. How­
ever, on the M6 there is a frame selector lever and the 50mm 
frame can be held in manually for shooting. 

I am now researching the background to the adapter. It ap­
pears to have been produced for a British government contract 
(or at least with government encouragement) to allow a greater 
interchange oflenses between Leicas (and the British Leica copy, 
the Reid) and Contaxes. This was necessary because during World 
War II there was an acute shortage of precision 35mm cameras 
(a type that was key to battlefield and documentary coverage) in 
the UK, a shortage which lasted for some ~me after Germany 
was defeated. 

Production appears to have taken place in small hand-made 
batches from around 1944 until perhaps the mid-1950s. The num­
ber of mounts produced is unverifiable at this time. One infor­
mant hazards a guess of around 800 but points out that the rate 
of battlefield and general military and journalistic attrition of 
this accessory is likely to mean there are many less surviving 
mounts than the total. 

BY PAUL BONNER 
Interestingly my coupler does work equally well with Contax 

and Nikkor lenses-overcoming the minor differences in the two 
companies' mounts . This would point to mine being a very late 
version (it is un-numbered), made after the first Nikon lenses 
had appeared in the UK. The Orion Coupler also achieved this 
complex engineering feat. However, the Orion does have one 
key advantage over the C&P. It can take external mount Nikkors 
while the C&P cannot do so. 

The Cook & Perkins optical company appears to have gone 
out of business sometime in the 1960s. Recently I discovered 

that the company had made 
other Leica fitting attach­
ments, like the yellow filter 
shown here, with its distinctive 
logo and its remarkable genu­
ine crocodile skin case! It was . 
intended for Summitar and 
similar lenses. If any member 
knows about more C&P prod­
ucts, has any documents relat­
ing to the company or, best of 
all, knows anybody who actu­
ally worked there, please let 
me know personally at 



Page 12 .. The coupler with a C&P filter alongside and the 
unusual crocadile skin case for the filter. This page .. The 
distinctive C&P logo on the filter. Standard Bonner shots of 
lilies & Ranger's house & windmill on Wimbledon Common, 
both with a Scmlj1.4 Nikkor on a Leica M6. Shot on ISO 100 
film with focusing and exposure carried out as ususal using 
the camera's range finder & TTL meter. Photos-Paul Bonner. 
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THEY SAY 'YOU CAN'T TAKE ITWITHYOU' ... 

THE 'NHS' MEMBER 
SURVEY PROJECT 

INSTALLMENT II .. . 
Forget the Golden Rule. Suspend those Ten Commandments. 

Repeal Kelly's Law. Here is the premium Fundamental Human 
Constant that governs war, marriage, work, travel, 
investing ...... and collecting old Nikon stuff: 

"Everything in this world is easier to get into than out of." 

In the previous installment published September 30, 2002, 
preliminary results of our Journal membership survey suggested 
that despite the fate that awaits us all, we are not quite ready to 
go. The situation brings to mind the interview, conducted by the 
Los Angeles Times with the great Armenian-American author, 
William Saroyan a few days before his death, in which he was 
quoted, "Deep down I accept mankind's universal inevitable 
mortality, but in my case, I was hoping that Providence would 
make an exception." 

In briefest summary our 2002 survey would conclude that 
the Nikon Historical Society is made up of mostly men, in ag­
gregate growing older, conserving collections of camera nostal­
gia ranging in value from a few hundred US dollars to several 
million. Surprisingly (to the author) NHS members in general 
say they keep accurate, current inventories of their photographic 
treasure troves. Yet in apparent contradiction, in the main they 
have not fully informed their potential heirs of what is at stake. 
And perhaps most troubling: numerous members have made no 
provision for a final disposition. 

But fust consider the final tallies of the survey: We enjoyed a 
questionnaire return of about 15%. While I am not thrilled with 
the minority response, I am told in direct mail marketing a 2% 
reaction is thought to be good. A triple obstacle was imposed 
upon our participants. In this day of free, popular, instantaneous 
email, to take part in our survey members were required (1) to 
fill out a hard copy form,(2) supply and address a snail mail 
envelope and (3) affix at their own expense domestic or interna­
tional postage. These obstacles alone may have skewed find­
ings. In all honesty, too, your coordinator is not professionally 
trained in surveying organizational attitudes. All that said, it 
wouldn't take a George Gallup to perceive sQme glaring find­
ings: 

100% of returns .... all of them .... were from men. 
All but 3 of the guys specified their ages as "50 years plus." 
All but 5 responders reside in North America. 

Not so emphatic is the profile of NHS membership tenure. On 
a quarter century time line representing the Society's existence, 
the ratio between new and old members was almost exactly 50-
50. So it might be inferred that our survey drew responses repre-

COMPILED BY DON DEDERA 
senting a broad spectrum of today's membership. 

And but a handful of members described themselves as "col­
lector", rather than the optional response, "dealer." Well, maybe. 
We all know dealers who are collectors, and vice versa. But the 
strong "collector" response says something meaningful about 
the self-image of the NHS. We are more a society of hobbyists 
than of commercialists. Faulting your interrogator, several NHS 
members thought that a 3rd category should have been 
offered ... that is "user". Fair enough. We have some of those, 
too. 

As to what we collect, predictably nearly all favor Nikon 
rangefinder and/or reflex, plus associated gear. Survey partici­
pants expressed interest also in collecting some two dozen other 
camera brands, ranging from Agfa to Zeiss. But statistically the 
clear runner-up among Nikon nuts is Leica, seriously sought by 
a solid one-third of the members. Oddly, only 3 ,confessed a fas­
cination for the Contax, considered the design inspiration for the 
very first Nikons! 

Here's another fascinating finding about appraised values 
of NHS collections. Exactly one-half estimated collection worth 
at less than US$ 100,000; and the other half at more. A more 
pertinent disclosure, perhaps, is that for one-third, their collec­
tions represent from 20 -70% of their total net worth. While 
recognizing that falsehoods can be classified into lies, damned 
lies and statistics, a conclusion is all but obvious: many an NHS 
member will leave an estate including a camera collection of 
great worth. 

Commendable bookkeepers, we generally maintain realistic 
up-to-date inventories of our collections. A weakness here, most 
of us rely upon our own knowledge and judgement in making 
appraisals of our collections. Why is it, then, that two-thirds con­
fess that no provision by will or other testament has been made 
for final disposal? Moreover, most responders say they have not 
informed their potential beneficiaries of the money value of their 
camera collection. For some reason spouses and other likely heirs 
are kept in the dark. 

Two other issues arose in informal discussions with NHS 
members. Nearly unanimously, informants admitted to a woeful 
lack of physical and electronic security against crime and ca­
lamity. It is true that a few shelters are equipped with expensive, 
sate-of-art electronic safeguards in domicile and locker. Others 
rely on home alarm systems that, often as not, are routinely dis­
abled (by the resident, not the burglar). My sense is that at least 
half of member collections enjoy zero protection beyond stan­
dard locks on windows and doors. The insurance picture is just 
as bleak. Most members hope they can count on some coverage 



under their homeowner's policy. If indeed some day they suffer 
a loss to fire or theft, they will discover that the agent who sold 
the contract will be replaced by a third party adjuster dedicated 
to discounting and disqualifying claims. For starters, old cam­
eras are assumed to be worthless. Establishing the true global 
value of a mint unsynched Nikon M might prove to be a daunt­
ing, even, impossible task when the camera lies a melted glob in 
a nest of ashes remaining from the original inspection tags, manu­
als and appraisal notes. Moral: store collectibles and papers in­
cluding price documentation in separate places. 

When any thought at all was given to disposal after death, 
sentiments seemed to divide about equally into 3 choices: (1) 
the collection will go intact to heirs, (2) it will be broken up and 
sold in pieces by family and friends, and (3) it will be liquidated 
by a dealer. In the latter instance, camera collectors emphati­
cally voted for a dealer commission limited to 10-20% of the 
retail value. Of questionnaires completed only 4 pegged a proper 
dealer discount to be higher than 20%. 

And what did our dealers say? Actually, about the same. In 
the beginning I had thought to quote some of them by name. I 
visited with acquaintances like Mike Otto, Al Nelson, Matt Duran, 
Bob Rotoloni, Emery Fletcher, Robert Warwick, Paul Garrett, 
Mike Symons, Bill Kraus, Bill Adams and Richard de Stoutz. 
Duran and Otto are prominent, international, fulltime dealers . 
Others dabble in selling and trading, through their own websites 
or at local camera shows. Their responses were so altogether 
similar, I chose tq accept blame for over-simplification, and com­
bine their advice into a thumbnail strategy: 

If You Can't Take It With You, Then What? 

In a card file, account book or computer, keep an inventory 
with solid data to support realistic values. If anything, be conser­
vative. Inflating expected sales prices may make a collector feel 
good today, but it will cause heirs headaches tomorrow. 

Every receipt and proof of purchase retained will become 
pure gold if and when the liquidation of a collection attracts the 
attention of the tax collector. 

Lucky is the collector who can bequeath in toto his collec­
tion to heirs who are camera buffs. This neatly passes the prob­
lem off to somebody else. 

Relying upon relatives and/or friends to profitably dispose 
of a complex, extensive collection piece by piece is potentially a 
blueprint for disaster. Typically nobody else knows a collection 
so intimately as the collector. Advertising, auctioning and ped­
dling rare photographica is not without costs. These projects take 
time, lots of time, and probably travel. How is the Good Samari­
tan to be compensated for labors and expenses, it at all? 

Which leaves a third choice ... call upon the services of a 
reputable dealer. Here is what a collector may expect, as summed 
up in the words of a career dealer and co-owner of one of 
America's larger photographic mail order firms : 
"Sure, there are a few bad apples, but we' re not all crooks. Find­
ing and acquiring quality collectibles is a major aspect of our 
business .... we can't just fill out a wholesale order form and have 
a central warehouse next week send us a batch of Nikon Ones. 
Our reputation for fair dealing is about all we have going for us, 
and we won't last long by ripping people off. 

The shade for the 5011.1 
Nikkor was less than a 
$20 bill when new. Now 
they go for 100 times as 
much! A complete SP 
meter outfit like this one 
is now worth at least 20 
times its original list! It 
it amazing how accesso­
ries for the RF Nikons 
have outstripped even 
the rarer bodies and len­

ses in today's market! 

"Conversely, we can't operate on aW or 20% commission, 
not when the appraised value of a collection is exaggerated to 
begin with. Thirty percent and maybe more allows for errors, 
market fluctuations and hidden equipment damage that has to be 
fixed. Maybe you have a special camera, and you know one like 
it sold for $5,000. That does not mean you can assume that yours 
is worth as much; in such a specialized market everything de­
pends on the time and circumstance. For that moment, maybe 
there was only one customer willing to buy at that price, and 
another one won't appear for a year! 

"As a rule regional and national dealers will travel any time, 
any place, to assess and bid on an important collection. It doesn't 
bother me that a client may be calling in several prospective 
buyers, but I'd like the courtesy of knowing the rules of the game. 
Frankly, I welcome a report of an independent, professional ap­
praiser with some knowledge of cameras. 

"A neophyte liquidating an estate probably shouldn't con­
sider placing things on consignment. Those deals can drag on, 
and often tum messy and rancorous. A serious dealer should be 
ready to write a check for the whole collection. Then all parties 
can get on with their lives. 

"If I had to boil down my best advice into a few sentences, 
I'd say, 'Assess the value of your collection the way a farmer 
looks at a field of hay. No blue sky. Then sit down with your 
loved ones and honestly discuss the true value and the best final 
plan. Cultivate the friendship of an honest, reliable dealer, and 
establish s working relationship. A written contract is neither 
necessary nor desirable. There are still some of us who operate 
by old fashioned standards of honesty and fairness." 

Given, you can't take it with you. But you can leave it in 
good hands. Don Dedera 
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THE AUCTION SCENE 

As mentioned in NHS-77, the month of November was a busy 
one for photographic auctions, with three major sales scheduled, 
all with something of interest to Nikon collectors. Here are those 
results that pertain to Nikons .... 

First up was Stan Tamarkin's sale held on November 3rd in 
Connecticut, which had 56 lots of Nikon RF equipment! The 
selection ranged from items as 'minor' as a chrome 135mm finder 
to the very rare 21mm Nikkor! In between were four SPs (1 with 
a fl .l Nikkor), five S2s, one S3, three Ss and two Ms! As for 
lenses the aforementioned 21 & f1.1 were joined by 28s, 35s 
including the f1.8, 85s, 105s, 135s and the rare Micro. For ac­
cessories you could bid on meters, cases, finders, close-up at­
tachments, varifocals, the 28mm attachment and the sports finder. 
Some of the hammer prices were .. . 
8Smm bright-line finder ...............••.................... $600.00 
Nikon Sportsfinder ....................•......•................ $600.00 
3Smrnlfl.8 Nikkor .......................................... $1,100.00 
28mrnlf3.S chrome Nikkor (late) ..............•............ $700.00 
10Smrnlf4.0 Nikkor in RF mount ....................... $1,300.00 
Nikon S with original box & case ....................... $1,000.00 
Nikon S2 w/l.4 Nikkor ... : ................................... $710.00 
Nikon M w/3Sf3.S MIOJ Nikkor .....................•.. $2,OSO.00 
Nikon S3 w/2.0 Nikkor .................................... $2,010.00 
Nikon SP w/l.4 Nikkor ... 2 lots .......... $2,OSO.00 & $2,IS0.00 
Nikon SP w/fl.l Nikkor & case ....•.•.................. $S,600.00 
Micro-Nikkor f3.S (no collar) ...........•.•••........... $3,300.00 
21mrnlf4 Nikkor w/caps & a Zeiss finder! •............ $S,SOO.OO 

Christie 's held their auction on November 19th, and although 
they only had seven Nikon RF lots, the sale was showcased by a 
very early Nikon One with an extremely early Nikkor lens! Also 
included were an S, three S2s and an S3. Results were . .. 
Nikon 1#609190 w/f2 Nikkor #7087 ................... $13,IS0.00 
Boxed Nikon S w/4 Nikkor lenses ....................... $1,~80.00 
Nikon S2 w/fl.4 Nikkor ...................................... $600.00 
Nikon S2 w/3 Nikkor lenses .......................•....... $1,600.00 
Nikon S3 w/fl.4 Nikkor .................................... $2,440.00 

I think the winner of the Nikon One got a bargain! 
Then there was the new auction held on November 15th at 

the Westlight Museum in Vienna, Austria. I mentioned in the 
last Journal that there was to be a boxed black Nikon S3M up 
for bids. It included the proper sn motor and battery pack. It is 
one of the rarest of Nikon RF collectibles and the first S3M I've 
seen for sale in some time. Well, it did sell! Hold onto your 
chair. .. . The hammer price was $60,SOO.00!! However, this 
auction had a 25% buyer's premium so the final figure was 
$7S,62S.00! All I can say is .... WOW! 

I know of no scheduled sales containing Nikons over the holi­
day period. If you know of any auctions or sales other than what 
I have covered here please let me know. I like to keep everyone 
informed as to what is going on out there. We can all watch eBay 
to keep abreast of current selling prices, but often times items of 
greater rarity tum up at the major auction houses, so keeping in 
touch with those prices is also very important. Whatever occurs 
before the next Journal will be covered in these pages so let me 
kn~ ~ 

http://www.geh.org 
The website address aboye is that of The George Eastman 

House Museum (who by the way subscribe to our Journal for 
inclusion in their literature collection, the largest in the world!) . 
Curator Todd Gustavson recently emailed me to mention that 
they had just added a selection of Nikon cameras to their site. 
Nikons such as Model One #609194, the very same camera used 
decades ago in the Marjoram Report reproduced in these pages, 
is part of a site with over 124,000 pages! Anybody interested in 
nearly any aspect of the history of photography should take a 
look at this massive site. 

KOCH BOOK UPDATE 
The latest news from Uli Koch is that it appears the problems 

encountered with financing his book may have been solved in 
November. A new backer has been found and he hopes that the 
order to print the book will be given right after the first of the 
year. If it can be printed then it could be available by late March 
or so. As previously promised, I will keep you informed about 
the progress of his trilogy in these pages. 

A SPECIAL 'NHS-R2S' 
Most of us are familiar with the seemingly endless string of 

special Leica models (currently the long-lived M6) produced to 
commemorate various events, people and organizations. One of 
the best and most tasteful incarnations of the M6,'1 feel, is the 
one produced for the Leica Historical Society of America 
(LHSA). A beautiful black M6 with special markings and lens. 

Over the years members have asked me if there could ever 
be a specially marked Nikon item for the NHS. My answer has 
been, probably not. Nikon has never approached me nor have I 
ever made contact with anyone within the company who could 
persuade them to do such a thing. Alas, we do not enjoy the 
close cooperative relationship the LHSA has with the Leica Com­
pany. The most recent item suggested was the S3 2000, but the 
retail price of that item seemed, to me at least, to place it out of 
reach of most interested parties. Any other suggestions? 

Actually there is. Stephen Gandy and I are currently investi­
gating the possibility of producing a special Bessa R2S with NHS 
markings, paperwork and serial number. This is still in the talk­
ing stage and it may not be exclusive to the NHS members but 
also the general public, such as the LHSA item. However, since 
the R2S is the first new camera in over 40 years that will allow 
Nikon collectors to use their vintage optics on a modem body 
(something Leica users have always been able to do), as well as 
the newer Voigtlander lenses, we feel that the NHS should par­
ticipate with this "new" Nikon mount camera. 

If any of you have a comment about our idea please let me 
know as soon as possible. As with the LHSA, any profits from 
this project would be used to support the society & improve the 
Journal as well as hold down dues costs. So please, let me know 
your thoughts. By the way, I just got my R2S and it is really a 
neat camera! Put your 35/1.8 Nikkor on it and you have a beau­
tiful RF spot, fast shutter speeds, trigger wind and a meter! Fi­
nally a modem camera for our vintage lenses! RJR 



1, 
JOIN ME IN THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE NIKON 

NHS-CON9 .. TOKYO 2004 
I would like to announce that plans call for the next convention 

of the Nikon Historical Society, NHS-Con9, to be held in Tokyo, 
Japan in February/March 2004!! I have just heard from myoId 
friend, Akito Tamla, that the Nikon Club Tokyo (Nikon 
Kenkyuukai), has agreed to again host our meeting in the Land 
of Nikon. This will be our second convention to be held there, 
the previous being NHS-Con5 in 1996. Tamla-san was also the 
organizer of that meeting and I am sure he will do yet another 
great job. 

We do not have the exact dates as yet because we will want 
to schedule the convention to correspond with the annual Matsuya 
Camera Show, held at that large department store on the Ginza. 
Normally, the Matsuya show falls in the last 10 days of February 
but it might vary a little, so we need to wait to hear the exact 
dates from the organizers of that famous , and very large, camera 
show. As soon as we have the actual dates it will be announced 
in the Journal. Those of you who wish to attend can at least have 
a target window to plan for. 

~r--------------------------------------' 
i 

A black Nikon 53 camera 

Sold at Christie's South Kensington, June 12, 2001 for £9,400 ($13,3481 

Many who attended the Scottsdale meeting expressed inter­
est in going to Tokyo. Well, it looks like it is going to happen. At 
this time I have no answers to the many questions that are prob­
ably going through your minds right now, but I promise to pub­
lish as much factual information as possible in these pages as it 
comes to me. So, please, do not ask me yet for I know very little, 
only that they have agreed to take on the task of putting together 
NHS-Con9. February 2004, is just a few months past the 20th 

anniversary of the founding of this Society, and I think it is ap­
propriate that we meet where the Nikon was born. I truly hope 
that as many as possible attend. Those of you who were there 
with me in 1996 can attest to the wonderful time we had. Japan 
is a marvelous and exciting place to visit. For many of you it 
will be your first time there but we will all be tourists for a week 
or so and enjoy one of the great cities ofthe world. I know I will! 

So start thinking about it and setting the time and money 
aside. We will have hotel information for you but you will need 
to arrange your own air travel. See you there! RJR 

CHRISTIE'S 

An lnvitation to Consign 

We are cu rrently accepting 
property for our regularly 
schedu led auctions of 
Nikon rangefinder and 
Nikon F cameras, lenses 
and accessori es. 

Inquiries 
Michael Pritchard 
+ 44 (0)20 732 1 3279 

Catalogues 
8003956300 

South Kensington 
85 Old Brompton Road 
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LETTERS .. LETTERS ... 
From Dave Barth ... . 

In the last Journal, you explain the reason for compiling a list 
of black Nikon RF cameras. Very interesting. I know that some 
Leica cameras ha~e been faked, but I didn' t know that Nikons 
were. I wonder how consistent the factory's black batches were 
and if they painted 1 or 2 bodies from time to time. As an ad­
junct to your black list, I suppose that a "red dot" F list could be 
created too. This might be of interest to the members as well. 
From Robert Warwick. .. 

I have been checking through the rangefinder bits and pieces 
bought some time ago from a London shop going out of busi­
ness. Better not mention which one. Among the wheels, screws 
and front plates are two top plates in disrepair. One is an SP with 
black on top and chrome underneath, #6213858. The other is an 
S3, a rather piebald effect with patches of black paint on white 
metal, #6300226. Both these numbers appear on your "Fake 
Blacks" list in NHS-77! They are definitely out of circulation! 
From Christopher Sap ... 

I would like to add a serial number to your list of "Fake Black" 
Nikon RF bodies published in NHS-77. Please add Nikon SP 
#6211497, a camera that has been very well done and almost 
impossible to tell as a fake! 
(Robert and Christopher, thank you for the feedback. This is exactly the 
type of interaction I am looking for. In only this way can we improve our 
knowledge of this subject and keep our NHS lists accurate and up to 
date! I would hope that the members continue to report both legitimate 
and fake black body serial numbers to me. RJR) 

FIEILDGRA§§ & GAILE 

(onlort: PETER WAlNES (lHSA AND NHS MEMBER SINCE 1982) 
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SELLINGITRADE LIST ... Those of you who would like to 
receive my list with each issue of The Journal need only tell me 
so and it shall be done. I try to add items with each edition & 
always include a large amount of Nikon RF & Reflex items. 
Also included are products from other quality makers such as 
Bronica, Canon, Pentax, etc. Consignment items are always 
welcome! If you have a list make sure to send me a copy! I am 
always open to trades of all kinds! Robert Rotoloni, P.O. Box 
3213, Munster, IN 46321. My FAX number is 219-322-9977 
or you can e-mail me at. .... rotoloni@msn.com Thanks! 
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selection including many rare Nikon RFs. Check it out! 
www.usedcamera.com ... Bruce Sirovich"s site for buying, sell­
ing and repairing Nikon equipment. Check out their services! 
www.l:eh.orl: ... Site for George Eastman House Collection with 
over 124,000 pages!! For Nikon, & the One from the "Marjoram 
Report" .. www.geh.orglfmlnikonlhtmlsrc/nikon_sldOOOO1.htmi 
www.katocamera.com ... website for Toshikazu Kato's store in 
Nara Japan. A selection of new & used Nikon equipment to see 



EARLY MIOJ 35/3.5 WITH DUPLICATE NUMBER 

At one of the local swap-meets I picked up a 
handful of Nikkor lenses in SM as well as a 
Tower body. The 135/3.5 & 85/2 came with caps 
cases & hoods & the Tower had a 1.4 on it. The 

seller also threw in an "old 35/3.5" in a bubble 
wrap bag to clinch the deal. Once at home I 
looked at the various pieces & found that the 
135, 85 and 50 were mint- to mint and the 35 
had a strange number on it. It is an early ver­
sion of the 2nd run, #91046 (45th lens of that 
run according to our illustrious President) and 
the number is followed by a colon (:). At first I 
thought it was a 1 with missing paint, but the 
colon is engraved as part of the serial number. 
It seems the colon designates a 'duplicate ' like 
the * after Leica numbers. The Tower went to a 
friend who likes them & I now have a nice set 
of SM Nikkors to play with. And let it be said 

~~~~~~~~!!!!!1!!!'!=~~~111!!!1!1!!!!!!! ===-----_____ ---" that they have a build quality second to none! 
Tom Abrahamsson 
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