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NEXT ISSUE 
The deadline for the next issue of our NIKON JOURNAL, 
NHS-64, is JUNE 1, 1999. I hope to have even more info on 
NHS-CON7 so start making your plans for attending. I have 
plans for a couple of articles but I am always in need of more 
material, so please get all contributions to me by the above 
date. Thank you. 

EDITORIAL 
First things flrst....The day I was intending to sit down 

and write this editorial, Peter Lownds called to tell me the 
actual dates for NHS-CON7! It is set for the weekend of 
March 3-5, 2000 in Rotterdam! So now you know!! Start get
ting your plans together for what promises to be a great time 
for all who attend. There is a card in this issue ...... ifyou have 
any thoughts of coming, PLEASE let us know! The hotel has 
promised us a large meeting room if we can get at least 30 
rooms reserved for the weekend! Believe me, we have a great 
many ideas at this time and are working on others! More on 
page 16 and in the next issue so keep in touch. Use my NHS 
address, fax or e-mail to contact me. For Peter you can use 
the foliowing ...... Home phone/ fax ... 31-10-262-3638 

Work phone .......... 31-71-565-3096 
Museum fax .......... 31-10-415-9136 
email ...... . plownds@estec.esa.nl 

Peter also tells me we may be able to reserve a section of 
tables for the Houten show. Let us know if you plan to sell 
and need a table. Do not hesitate to contact us and do not 
delay making your plans. We are down to 11 months! 

The main feature this issue is obviously on the Nikon S2. 
When I started to lay it out I realized just how much variety 
is out there when trying to put the story together. Maybe I'll 
have changed a few minds about this quite interesting model 
so you'll look at the S2 in a different light. 

Stephen Gandy has provided us with three items from his 
"CameraQuest" web site. First is a specially modifled Nikon 
F that may have been used for aerial spying on the Russians 
back in the sixties. Before seeing it on his site, I had never 
heard of it before. Second, is a U.S. Navy F3 that is also a 
flrst. We've M.d at least one U.S. government owned F3 be
fore as well as the awesome NASA models, and now a Navy 
version. Finally, Stephen shares with us a story that is al
most unbelievable! When he flrst told me I thought it was a 
joke, but it isn't! See page 17 for a very special Nikon M! I'd 
like to thank Stephen for making all this material available 
to the Journal! 

On page 7 is an update on NHS-CON7 that was written 
before I learned of the actual meeting dates! However, please 
read it and let us know if you have any ideas for speakers or 
events. We truly hope that many of you will be able to attend 
since we had 65 for our last convention in Europe. That is 
really a significant number, but we hope to even surpass it 
this time. The European members are very enthusiastic and 
I would hope others from North America, Japan and many 
other countries attend. You will enjoy it!!! 

Lastly, a thank you from Peter Lownds ... .. the postman 
came to call the flrst week in March with a large box. Inside 
was a near mint black "F" with a 200mm Medical Nikkor in a 
leather case with just a small note saying would I like this as 
a gift for my museum. No name, no address. It had US mark
ings but I couldn't read the postmark. Whoever you are, 
thank you very much! 

ROBERT ROTOLONI 
EVITOR/PUBLISHER 
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ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE ... 

COM 
IKO 

by ROBERT .J. ROTOLONI 
What does one say in defense of the most common of any 

group or type of item, especially in the world of collecting, 
where only the uncommon is considered interesting, to say 
nothing of valuable? If it's common, forget about it, and go 
on to something better! We all do it, for it's only human 
nature to be attracted to the rare or unattainable. We do it 
with cars, homes and those of the opposite sex. So why not do 
it with Nikons? I am of the opinion that nothing is so com
mon as to be ignored or overlooked (except for maybe the 
chrome 135s, but in reality there are some very interesting 
variations even in that mundane paper weight!). So along 
those lines I've decided to present to you a closer look at the 
common Nikon S2. Yes it was made in the largest numbers of 
any Nikon RF, but is it really common? We all know there 
are a few obvious variations, but is there anything beyond 
chrome or black dials that might be of interest? Or are all 
those many chrome S2s you pass up all the time really just 
the same item punched out in large numbers like today's 
automatons? Of course not! If that were the case would I be 
wasting all this space in the Journal, to say nothing of mine 
or your time? So let us take a more observant look at what 
many of you might think is a less than inspiring model in the 
RF series. It's no SP, but then again, it has its own charm! 

I often get calls from beginning collectors asking me which 
Nikon RF is the best 'shooter'. My answer is always, "the S2 
is the best, bar none". Why? For a lot of reasons which I 
usually sound otT something like this: it's the flrst modern 
Nikon with rapid wind and rewind levers; a life-size image in 
the viewflnder with a briteline for the 50mm lens; PC socket 
instead of those silly double-prongs; a cordless contact near 
the shoe; easy to use and aQjust synchro dial; top speed of 
1/ 1000 sec.; easier to grip body covering; single back lock for 
fast loading; and it was lighter. The end result is a very easy 
to shoot with camera and a joy to use. The only thing miss
ing is a self timer (big deal..when was the last time you used 
one of those?) and an attachable meter. It was_fast, easy to 
use and reliable. It was a quantum leap for Nikon for more 
than one reason. It was a superbly designed camera; it was 
no longer a copy of the Contax (as this model was the flrst to 
start the trend of leaving Contax in their dust!); it was well 
made and reliable and has stood the test of time; it owed very 
little to the preceding 3 models and basically got rid of all of 
their shortcomings; and it felt right! So now let me put my 
personal opinions aside and take a more clinical look at the 
old common, garden variety Nikon S2. 

o 
52! 
OR IS IT???? 

Work began on the S2 in mid 1953 with the flrst experi
mental camera, code # T-I0141 completed on June 28th. and 
the second, code # T-I0142, on July 3rd. It is not known what 
they looked like except it is rumored they had a wind knob & 
not a lever. In early 1987 I examined body #6135002 at the Ohi 
factory (they began at 6135001), and it was engraved with the 
code # T-l101-2 and looked very much like the production 
version. The gestation period was rather long and the flrst 
production cameras were not made until October of 1954 
with only 10 cameras ready by the introduction date on 
December 10th. It took 18 months to get it to market. 

£l .... _l ..... _ 

....- ,,_101 ••. N . v. 

Factory production orders called for 57,000 cameras to be 
produced, but only 56,715 were actually made. It was made 
from December 1954 to March 1958, nearly 3 and a half years. 
As mentioned the first Nikon S2 is camera #6135001 and to 
date they have been verified up to 6198375. In between are 
quite a few variations, some more interesting than others, 
and some thought provoking serial number anomalies that 
bear mentioning. Let's start with the variations. 
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Type I---Standard chrome dial version with standard 
body covering (shiny) & live shutter release. 
Type la--Standard chrome dial version with "dull" 
body covering (but same grain pattern). 
Type II--Standard chrome dial version painted in 
black with live shutter release. 
Type III-Standard chrome dial version but used as a 
"DUMMY" display camera. 
Type lV-Standard chrome dial version with dead 
shutter release. 
Type V--Standard chrome dial version painted in 
black with dead shutter release. 
Type VI-Newer "black dial" version in chrome. 
Type VII-Newer "black dial" version in black. 
Type VIII-Newer "black dial" version in black with 
coupling for S36 motor ..... the S2E. 
Type IX-Chrome version of S2E shown at the 1957 
IPEX show (may have been the black dial version). 
Type X--Standard chrome dial version originally 
sold with the "Aluminum" flA Nikkor. 
Type XI-Those S2s sold with a matched fl.l Nikkor 
(in either black or chrome, but were shipped from . 
the factory in a box sized & marked for the fl.l) 
Type XII-Those S2s with an SP type serial number. 

This is your classic chrome Nikon 82 
with chrome dials that we are allfamiliar 
with. This particular camera is not an 
unusual specimen in any way, but merely 
an example of what is generally referred 
to as the "common Nikon 82". However, I 
prefer the word "classic" to describe what 
I/e€l is one of the most handsome Nikons 
ever made! 

I hope I've remembered them all! As you can see there are 
quite a few variations to look for, but since I definitely do not 
know everything (just ask my kids), there may be even more 
types out there. In this article I have tried to illustrate as 
many types as possible, but some are missing due to either I 
do not own one (or a decent photo), or the variation is such 
that it is hard to show in a reproduction (the 2 types of skin 
seen in the early years). Since photos speak very well for 
themselves, and their captions explain what you are looking 
at, there really is no use going through the more "usual" 
types, as the illustrations should suffice. What I want to get 
into are the more unusual items, things to look for, and some 
serial number info is rather interesting. So let's start at the 
beginning. 



The Nikon S2 began at #6135001 instead of #6130001. This 
was reputedly done because Nippon Kogaku was still pro
ducing the Nikon S, whose numbers were reaching into the 
high 612s, and could have gone beyond 6130000. In hindsight 
they were obviously in error for to this day the highest one 
reported to me is #6129562. Now this is close for sure, but no 
one has reported anything over 6130000! N-K probably did 
not know how long the S would remain in production and the 
82 was taking a long time to get to market, so their thinking 
was sound. It turned out that the 6135001 starting number for 
the 82 was not needed after all. 

The earliest serial numbers are a story onto themselves! 
Here are some examples of the earliest known S2s: 

6135002 ... Prototype seen at Ohi factory marked T-l101-2 
6135003 ... Japanese language brochure. Appeared normal! 
6135012 ... Reported seen at 1980 Matsuya Camera show. 
6135013 ... Used in the earliest instruction books & ads! 
6135019 ... Seen in Japan. "SAMPLE" engraved in red!! 
6135020 .. .Introduction ad & U.S. Camera test report!! 
6135024 .. . Used in Tydings Nikon Guide. 
6135042 ... Back on Dummy #6137628!!! (More later!) 
6135052 ... Popular Photography test report!! 
6135058 ... Back on Dummy #6137600 illustrated here!!! 
6135068 ... 8een in a 1957 Nikon brochure! (See next entry!) 
6135068 .. Back on #6135077 illustrated here!!! 
6135077 .. .In this article with above back #!! 
6135079 ... Back on Dummy #6135700 illustrated here!!! 
6135081...Back reported on camera #6146028! 
6135098 ... Asahi Camera article dated 12155! 

And now the "black dial" version. Note that 
Nippon Kogaku was actually able to make the 
classic S2look even better! This is a more 
modern camera in both appearance and design. 
The blackjacing jor synchro, shutter speed, 
jrame counter andjocusing scale is a definite 
improvement injunction andjorm. They are 
much easier to read in nearly every lighting 
situation when compared to the previous 
chrome dials. 
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Whew! And this is in the first 100 numbers!! Who said the 
S2 was boring! From the above it is obvious that the earliest 
cameras went to magazines & reviewers & into advertising 
literature, all of which is quite normal. What is not so nor
mal are the 5 "mismatched" backs, 3 of which turn up on 
Dummy display cameras, and are "defective" or "different" 
in some way. Except for back #6135068 which came to me on 
camera #6135077, and whose matching body can be seen in a 
1957 Nikon brochure, no bodies have been reported for the 
other 4 mismatched backs! We are not certain just what was 
going on here. These backs all appear defective in some way, 
mainly with poorly cut skin, different feel to the skin, or ill
fitting when mounted to a body. Pressure plates are missing 
in most cases and never appear to have been there. Where 
are the bodies to match these backs? How did they end up on 
Dummies, usually with much later numbers? Where are the 
matching backs for the Dummy camera numbers? If these 
early backs did not pass inspection, did the bodies also fail, 
and what happened to them? Why were they not made into 
Dummies along with their backs? Why did Nikon have pro
blems with the early backs? Would they not have perfected 
things before running off serial numbered parts? This mis
matching of early backs seems to only occur on the S2, not 
on the preceding three models (later models don't apply as 
their backs were not numbered.). We may never know all the 
answers, but doesn't it make looking for really early Nikon 
S2s rather interesting? 

6190999 
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The black 82 is gorgeous 
in either version! This is the 
earlier type based on the 82 
with chrome dials seen on 
page2. Made in relatively 
small numbers, all black 
82s are over 40 years old at 
this time! Finding one in 
nice condition is, ther(j"ore, 
very difFICult. But when you 
do, you'll/all in love with it! 



I 
I The second andfinal type 
I oj black 82 is that version 
. based on the "black dial" 
cameras such as the one on 
page 3. Compare it with the 
camera on thejacing page. 
Note particularly the shutter 
speed, syncho and jocusing 
scales. They are lifted right 
off the chrome version. Also 
note the strap lugs are still 
black but the body panel 
screws are chrome. 
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THE BLACK NIKON S2 

Regardless of the fact that a few Nikon 8 bodies, and at 
least one Nikon M, were made in black by the factory, the 82 
is the flrSt Nikon that was available to the general public in 
black, although for most of the time it remained a special 
order item. The earliest verified black 82 to date is camera 
#6137647. This is actually quite early, less than 3000 units 
into the production run. No others show up until the 
following "batches" appear: 

#6140800 to about #6140850, or 50 cameras. 
#6144660 to about #6144690, or 30 cameras. 
#6157500 to about #6157600, or 100 cameras. 
#6170900 to about #6171000, or 100 cameras. 
#6180600 to about #6181000, or 400 cameras. 
#6194000 to about #6194300, or 300 cameras. 

There are a few others sprinkled amongst the thousands of 
chrome cameras, but only a few. However, a significant 
number of "fake" black 82s are out there. As a service to my 
members I'd like to list those "fakes" that I am aware of. Now 
some of these have been reported to me as being for sale in 
various parts of the world, and some I've seen myself. Keep 
your eyes open for these: 6145694, 6146295, 6147301, 6158900, 
6160051,6162631,6165004,6165628,6176259,6182930,6192296, 
and 6195592. There are probably more. 

~o 

Naturally, there are two major types of black 82s. One 
would be the black version of the earlier chrome dial model, 
which would have a chrome focusing mount, and the black 
version of the later black dial model, with a black focusing 
mount as well as a few other differences. Either type is a 
must for any Nikon collection, and clean examples are very 
difficult to find today. Besides, I think the black Nikon 82 is 
the most handsome of all the rangefmders! 
THE 'BLACK DIAL' S2 

The S2 production can be neatly divided into two major 
models: CHROME DIAL & BLACK DIAL. Functionally they 
are basically the same and most people assume that the real 
difference is merely cosmetic. For the most part they are 
correct. Externally, the new Black Dial version is a defmite 
cosmetic improvement which is also a functional upgrade in 
that the new style dials are much easier to read in all light 
and actually make sense. It's a hell of a lot easier to read the 
white shutter speed on a black background than a black one 
on a shiny chrome background! But the emergence of the 
black dial model (which was never really promoted by Nikon 
as "new & improved" and, for the most part, hardly ever 
mentioned), also coincides with a few internal changes. The 
pressure plate was enlarged "sometime" around the intro
duction of the black dials. This longer plate was needed with 

® 

, 
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Three 0/ the types 0/ baseplates/ound on various vintage 
82s (there are probably more). The one on the left is early and 
has a chroTTU! ASA dial & "0&8". Later they went to "open & 

close" and black/aced ASA dials. I have also seen black 82s 
with chroTTU! locking keys & chroTTU! tripod sockets although 
they may not be original. 



the arrival of the 5Omm/fl.1 Nikkor, and literature from the 
period (early 1957) attests to this fact. The black dial was in 
production at or near this point in time. Also the chassis 
cover plate is changed with the arrival of the black dial. In 
earlier bodies there is a raised rectangular area around the 
tripod socket, which is gone in the black dial. This plate now 
resembles that seen on the later SP and is not interchange
able with earlier cameras because the screw locations are 
not the same! Why was this plate changed? Could it have 
anything to do with a redesign of the shutter? Could it have 
anything to do with the arrival of the Electric Motor Drive? 
Could it have anything to do with the fact that at about the 
same time the literature talks about the enlarged pressure 
plate there was this camera Expo and at the Nikon booth 
they were showing their new motorized Nikon S2E?? Could 
be a connection, right? 

Th€ two basic camera 
backs & pressure plates. 
Th€ later black dials, or 
at least those being made 
after th€ arrival of th€ 
/1.1 Nikkor, have th€ 
longer pressure plate. 
This is what is meant in 
th€ letter by th€ "new 
pressure plate" needed 
for thefl.llens! 

Th€ two upper photos 
illustrate the chassis cover 
types mentioned in th€ text. 
Th€ earlier chrome dials 
have a raised rectangle by 
the socket while later ones 
have a smooth plate. Also, 
they can't be interchanged! 
Note th€ screw at 100 'clock 
is in a different position on 
th€ later type. 
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Cablt Add.u., 

"ICAMERA 

Mr. Peter Dechert 
Box 648 
Bryn Mawr 
Penn. 

Dear Mr. Dechert: 

ikon I NCORPORATED 

AVENUE , NEW YORK 10 , N . Y • • OREtlON 4·7970 

January 14. 1957 

As you have requested, we are enclosing our information on the 
Nikkor 50mm FI.I lens as well as our booklet, "35mm photography 
a new art". 

At the present time. in order to insure accurate performance of 
the Nikkor 50mm FLI lens, we are supplying this lens complete 
with a camera body to which the lens has been accurately matched, 
insofar as back focal length is concerned. This camera body will 
of course accomodate all our other lenses with no problem. In 
addition, we have increased the size of the pressure plate in all 
Nikon cameras now being supplied. 

At some future date, we expect to be able to supply the 50mm FLI 
lens by itself, at which time we will have the necessary equipment 
to accurately match the lens to your Nikon camera body. This 
fitting will include the new pressure plate. However, I do not believe 
we will be ready for this until the latter part of the year. 

Please do not hesitate to write for any additional information you may 
require. 

We do wish to thank you for your continued interest. 

Very truly yours, 

NIKOr~ 

Josep~; .Abbott, Manager 

THE 82 & THE 50MMI Fl.l NIKKOR! 
The awesome/l.l Nikkor was released in 1956 
and shown on an 82 in its introductory ads. 
The/irst Fl.ls were sold only on matched 82 
lxxlies with the newer pressure plates. The 
letter reproduced on this page tells it all! 
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THE 82 & THE "ALUMINUM Fl.4"! 
Everyone has heard of the rare and elusive 
Aluminumfl.4 Nikkor. This lens almost 
invariably surfaces mounted to a Nikon 
82, since they were contemporaries. It was 
not too long ago that we were not sure if 
the Aluminum lenses were ever actually 
sold to the public, or just an experiment 
that never saw the light of day. We now 
are sure that this rare lens was sold to the 
public like any other. Proof is in the litera
ture, specifically, the certificate that came 
with the 82 and Aluminum shown here! 
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THE DUMMY NIKON S2 
Although we now know of at least two Dummy 8Ps and 

one Dummy 83, the 82 appears to have had a fair number of 
display models produced. I know of at least seven examples: 
6135700,6137600,6137628,6141482,6141633,6151505,6165326. 
More probably exist, but it is obvious that selection was a bit 
random. Was a body pulled otIthe line only when a dummy 
was ordered? Or were defective bodies put aside to be used 
later when a dummy was needed. In other words, which 
came fIrst, the chicken or the egg? Actually I can't tell you, 

Note that in the upper photo the Dummy 82 looks like any 
other S2! If you saw one on a shelf you would think it the real 
thing until you picked it up! Then suddenly its light weight 
would tell you something was different here! The lower photo 
shows "most" o/what makes a Dummy a Dummy .. ./ilm guide 

but what I do know is that dummy bodies have chassis that 
have been removed from the line prior to having their fIlm 
guide rails ground. Were they too far out of spec to be used? 
Were they warped or defective in some other way? Or were 
they simply used for a dummy, and not really defective? 
Except for the backs, all other external parts seen on the 
dummies appear fIrst rate. I see no evidence of ill-fItting 
parts, defective plating, or hand fitting. A Dummy 82 looks 
like any other 82 until you pick it up! They look that good. 
That is, except for those backs! 

rails not yet machined; take-up spool and sprocket wheel are 
missing; no shutter mechanism or curtain; and no rangejirukr 
either (note the opening near the top o/the/ocal plane ... the RF 
cam would protrude/rom this point). Also, all lenses seen on 
Dummy 82s are also incomplete, with missing elements. 



T. 

17s r e't 
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V. M. 

Even though the Dummies are interesting in themselves, they 
also figure into thejascinating saga oj the early serial num
bers. As mentioned in the text, a good percentage ojthefirst 
100 allotted numbers have been accountedjor, albeit not as 
"whole" cameras in some cases. The bottom photo is oj Nilron 
82 #6135077, the 76th number! This is not a Dummy but a 
junctional camera. It came to me with back #6135068 in the left 
photo! A mis-match, but stilljrom thefirst 100 numbers! It is 
even more interesting since the camera belonging to back #68 
is seen in an early Japanese brochure! Where is back #77? 
Who knows! The top two photos are oj even more backs jrom 
thefirst 100 numbers! On the right is #6135058 which came to 
me on Dummy #6137600!!! But the most interesting back oj all 
is the left one, #6135079! Why? First it came to me on Dummy 
#6135700 and, second, it's the ONL Y back I have seen with the 
numbers & letters painted in!! Go figure! One page .. ..... Jour 
numbersjrom the first 100 ....... and none came on matching 
bodies! Isn't the 82 interesting? (All photos to this point by 
Robert Rotoloni) 



12 

THE 82 WITH WHAT NUMBER? 
And now I'll make one last effort to prove that the common 

Nikon S2 "ain't" so common after all. After looking at most 
of the known variations and oddities that can be found 
amongst the many thousands of S2s produced, you must by 
now feel as I do, that the S2 is a very interesting model to 
collect and that there are a lot of neat things to search for out 
there in S2 land. So here is one more! How many of you have 
a Nikon S2 with a Nikon SP serial number? Say what?! You 
say you don't have one? Well don't complain for most of us 
don't either. I have four such cameras recorded to date and 
I've personally examined three of them. They are ..... 

6205001 6205006 6205010 6205019 
Yes, these are SP type numbers! 
Yes, all four cameras are chrome dial models. 
Yes, these numbers are for real, not mis-engravings! 
Yes, they all mimic the starting numbers for the S2 except 

they use "620" instead of "613" but start at "5001"! 
So, what are they? Well .... . the numbers are engraved just as 
they should be, in the correct spot. There are at least four of 
them! But as to what they are ........ .! can't tell you! 

The top two cameras are from 
the very unusual batchfouM to 
have SP type serial numbers! No 
one knows yet why or how this 
happened, but it should make 
you check out all the "common" 
S2s you see at shows or shops! 
(Photo courtesy Bill Kraus) 
To the right is yet another S2 
from the/irst 100 numbers! 
This is afunctional camera I 
saw while in Tokyo. The word 
"SAMPLE" is in red! Camera 
#6135019. (Photo K. Takashima) 
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The photo above is an EPOI promo shot that I acquired/rom 
Mr. Al Levin. It shows a chrome Nikon S2E with motor! No 
numbers can be seen but note the/ollowing points ....... . 
a) The pressure plate is the newer type/ound on the black dials 
b) The camera is a black dial S2 .... note the shutter speed dial! 
c)The motor has a chrome baseplate, a/eature not seen in pro-

THE NIKON S2E duetion models/or at least 2 years! 
Just what is the S2E? The 2 cameras that were at the d) The power plug is on the rear beveled corner instead 0/ on 

Nikon booth at the IPEX show in March 1957 were chrome the/ront like theproduetion version. 
cameras. Were they black dials? We don't know for sure, but I have no other quality photos 0/ an S2E save/or some less 
I'd bet they were. So how come the only S2E cameras that I than usable "grab shots" o/the late Dr. Kuno's black S2E I 
have heard of to date have been black, not chrome? That is was able to examine while in Tokyo in 1987. For some great 
except for one, whose portrait is in this article. shots 0/ it see pages 43-46 & 148 as well as one 0/ the color 

In Tokyo in 1987 I was able to examine an authentic S2E plates in hisjine book. 
belonging to the late Dr. Kuno. This same camera is pictured ~---------------------
in his book. It is camera #6194013 in black with motor drive When I decided to do this article the first thing I did was 
#94135. We know this was a set, since Dr. Kuno had the box make a list of the various types ofS2s I was aware of. I knew 
for the motor with the matching serial numbers on the the S2 was an interesting model and I wanted to show just 
bottom! I have 3 other verified S2E bodies in my database that, but even I was a little surprised how much there is out 
and they are #s 6194007, 6194009 & 6194051, all black. Until there for the collector. I hope that I've been able to give many 
we can discover more of these elusive cameras, we can only of you a better appreciation for the not so common Nikon S2! 
speculate about the numbers produced. 

And now/or the parting shot .... check out the 
Nikon S2 to the right. Does it look OK to you? 
Does it appear unusual in any way? It is 'not a 
Dummy and the serial number, 6173259, is 
nothing special. So what is so special about it? 
Here's a hint .. .it is known as the "ARCTIC S2" 
& has been internally modified/or cold weather 
use. But there is something else about it that 
separates it/rom all those "common" S2s out 
there. Can you see it? (Photo K. Takashima) 
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THE 

--SPOT!! 

A NIKON F 
"Spy CAMERA"!! 

When my friend Axel Bieringer offered to sell a very 
unusual Nikon F, I knew it was rare and I would buy it, but I 
had no idea what it was. Well, I can't prove it, but I am now 
fairly certain it's a specially modified US Navy Spy Camera! 

It was made by the famous Lockheed Skunk Works in 
California, the same guys who made the SR-71 Blackbird 
super spy plane. In the late 1960s' the Skunk Works received 
a US Navy contract to modify Nikon F bodies for special 
reconnaissance requiring accurate measurement of the 
subject. My source? A friend at Nikon. 

The bodies were modified to keep the fIlm ABSOLUTELY 
flat with a special locking fIlm pressure plate. The lenses 
were specially calibrated to determine the EXACT focal 
length. This combination, combined with the exact distance 
of the subject, allows precise measurements of the subject 
photographed. This is not a unique idea. Rollei fans may be 

by STEPHEN GANDY 
ALL PHOTOS COPYRIGHT 1999 

BY STEPHEN GANDY 
familiar with the specially modified Rollei 35 made for 
making exact measurements photographically, the Rollei 
"Metric." 

What would the Navy photograph? Well, how about those 
Russian "fishing trawlers" off the us coast in the late 60s' 
that were loaded down with radar gear? With this camera, it 
was easy to determine the exact sizes of the radar antennas 
and so guess its capabilities. 

How did the Skunk Works do it? A special large pressure 
plate presses down and locks the fIlm flat! The hump on the 
back of the camera hides the pressure plate. The plate press
es the fIlm flat when the advance lever is locked in place, and 
then pulls back when the film is advanced! Advancing the 
fIlm unlocks the plate and allows the fIlm to move through to 
the next exposure! The fIlm gate rails were also modified, so 
the new pressure plate could push the fIlm completely flat. 



Some close up views 0/ the special advance lever locking 
mechanism mentioned in the text. When the lever is in the 
locked, or parked position, the large bright metal rectangle 
extending down presses against the small "ball" near the top 
0/ the hump on the camera back. When this ball is depressed 
the pressure plate pushes against the film/or maximum 
flatness. When advancing thefilm the ball rises releasing 
tension on the pressure plate allowing the film through. The 
"L" bracket mounted to the body mates with the lever, holding 
itfirmly in place. 

IS 

************************************************************** 
(This article (as well as the US Navy F3 and the 'trash can' 
Nikon M) is made available to The Journal by member 
Stephen Gandy, and is exerpted from his CameraQuest. 
This is probably the flrst time the Nikon F Spy Camera has 
been written about outside of classifled military documents. 
You will certainly fmd it in no other Nikon collector's guide. 
Production is unknown, but it was probably very low, in the 
tens of cameras. It's official military designation is also 
unknown, but calling it a Spy Camera sounds a lot more 
interesting than a Trawler Camera! Revised 3/ 3/ 99. 
Copyright 1998 Stephen Gandy. All rights reserved.) 
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familiar rails we are so 
on most Nikons has been supplemented by some additional 
machining on the two vertical edges o/the/ocal plane opening. 
This and the added/orce/rom the special pressure plate 
insured perfectly flat film. 

u.s. NAVY 
While the Nikon F KS-80a US Navy camera is well 

documented, this Nikon F3 US Navy is probably the fIrst to 
be documented in Nikon collector's literature. A standard F3 
HP, it has the US NAVY engraving on the back edge of the 
top plate near the rewind. 

NIKON F3! 
by STEPHEN GANDY 

Exactly what this camera was used for, or how many were 
used in US Navy service is undocumented and needs further 
research. Even so, it's exciting to occasionally run across 
something that is "new" and unknown. It's a comforting 
thought that collectors are probably a long way from 
knowing ALL Nikon variations .... it helps keep collecting a 
lot more interesting! 
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"TRASH 
CAN" 

NIKON M!!!! 
by STEPHEN GANDY 

Once upon a time, in a place far, far away, there was a 
man named Tim. Tim's wife collected Kodaks and Brownies. 
Tim added to her collection whenever he could, which was 
fairly often. Tim was a sanitation engineer, which means he 
drove a trash truck. One fine day Tim found a cheap looking 
plastic camera bag in a trash dumpster. Without bothering 
to open it, since he was on the job, he just threw it in the cab, 
to deliver to his wife that evening. That night, Tim and his 
wife were surprised to find a camera he had never seen 
before, a funny looking old Nikon! 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

Tim's find included: 
An unsynched Nikon M with collapsible 50/ 2 Nikkor 
complete with cap and original case. 
M Variframe viewfinder, with eyepiece and chain, 
and original case. 
135/ f4 Nikkor of the almost unknown "523" series, 
complete with caps, shade and case. 
Push-on Yellow fllter with case. 
Inspection certificates for the camera and lens. 
Early instruction booklet. 

Oh yes, all were in Mint- condition. Geez, I guess that is 
one way to collect Nikon. If it's not mint throw it outll 
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LETTERS .. LETTERS 
From Alan Blake ... 

The quality of photographic reproduction in the Journal 
remains fIrst class and it really needs to be so. As I think I 
wrote once before, soon after joining, the Journal is the 
nearest that many of us will ever come to seeing, let alone 
owning, most of the items illustrated. The quality of the type 
setting has steadily become more professional over the years 
and is greatly appreciated but text can be printed on any 
paper and, as the old saying goes, "a picture is worth a 
thousand words". Through your efforts and the pages of the 
Journal, it is indeed almost as if the whole membership can 
examine these Nikon goodies at fIrst hand. 

From Biagio Guerra ... 
Congratulations on the last Journal! The article about the 

Nikkor is really interesting. Do you really think that the 
combination oflens and camera may be a mismatch? It is 
also so strange that the lens happened to be mounted on a 
Nikon S MIOJ, another rarity! 

My personal "modest" opinion on the lens is that "maybe" 
Nikon tried to market lenses for the Contax rangefinder 
camera because that lens has really all the cosmetics of the 
Zeiss Sonnars. There are so many German cosmetic factors 
in there! I may be wrong, but the lens profIle seems very 
"Zeiss" to me! But it is defmitely a big shock for the Nikon 
world of collectors. 

NHS-CON7 UPDATE 
The clock has started for the count down to the next NHS 

convention in Holland in 2000. We want to make you all feel 
welcome. Plans are being made for your enjoyment as you 
read this. The Dutch collectors club who manage the Houten 
show can't give us a fIrm date as yet, but it should be on the 
fIrst Sunday in March, as it has always been. However, 
Murphy's Law states that if it can go wrong it will, but we 
should know for sure by the 3rd quarter of this year. So keep 
March of 2000 open! The Houten show has become one of the 
major European events; great organization in a fantastic 
location with large tables and plenty of space. The March 
1999 show had over 4,500 people through the door, with a 
total of 340 2-meter tables sold out and well stocked with 
every conceivable photo related item one could think of. It 
looks like we will be holding NHS-CON7 in the Rotterdam 
Airport Hotel. We hope to have a large room at our disposal. 
As much as 300 square meters (for our friends in America 
and England who haven't joined the rest of the metric world 
that's about 2800 square feet). So now you have no reason for 
not coming because of a lack of space. As always we will 
have a small charge for members attending. 

We intend to give a few major Nikon dealers the oppor
tunity of sponsoring part of our convention. In return mem
bers would be actively encouraged to support those dealers 
who were generous and forthcoming with fInancial help. 

We would like to see more members getting up to speak so 
why not give a talk on your favorite or most interesting item 
and there is no law stopping you working with a fellow mem-
ber on a joint project. Some ideas on the table are ..... . 
Nikkormats; tick marked lenses; nikkor zoom lenses; the 
Nikkorex F; number crunching on the Nikon F; Nikon on the 

Internet; enlarging lenses; Nikons used by pros; other makes 
with Nikkor lenses (Bronica, Marshal Press, Aires, Nicca, 
Tower, etc.); viewfmders for the RF series; motor drives for S 
& F series; Nikkor F number crunching; mis-engravings. 

Plenty to think about. We plan to have a multi screen pro
jection system for your enjoyment, so try to have some slides 
with your talk: We hope that Robert Rotoloni and Bill Kraus 
will speak as they always do. Tony Hurst is working on a 
large multi-screen slide show and I have a little something to 
share with you, but you will have to come to Holland to fmd 
out what it is! 

We hope to have enough space to hold a photo exhibition, 
so this is your chance to show your stuff. The theme is ...... the 
photo must show a Nikon camera or lens or try to work the 
word "Nikon" into it. So it could be a shot of your small child 
playing with your F5 in the sandbox or dropping your SP in 
the swimming pooL. whatever you can come up with! Shots 
should be framed no larger than 30x30cm (l2xI6in). You 
have a year! 

The Rotterdam Airport Hotel is a 4-star luxury hotel only 
about a lO minute walk from my museum and home, so it 
seemed an ideal location. Bring the wife. The hotel is only 15 
minutes by taxi from the center of town and about the same 
distance from the beautiful old town of Delft. But before 
letting your partner loose, make sure you hide the credit 
cards! A local bus service to and from the Rotterdam Cen
tral Station will connect you with the rest of Holland. 

We need to have some sort of head count (bodies are 
allowed!) but it's most important that we know who will be 
coming so we can block book rooms. You will find in this 

. issue a 'reply card'. Please fill it in as soon as possible!! 

NHS BACKISSUE & 
REPRINT SERVICE 
A V AILABLE "ORIGINAL" BACKISSUES OF THE 

"NIKON JOURNAL" INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 
30,32,36,38,40,41,43,44,45,46,47,48,49,50 

51,52,53,54,55,57,58,59,60,61,62. 
$6.00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPAID 

$8.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPAID 
HIGH QUALITY COPIES PRINTED ON llX17 PAPER, 

FOLDED & STAPLED (INCLUDES "ONLY" THOSE 
ISSUE NUMBERS NOT LISTED ABOVE!) 

$4.00 EACH IN U.S.A. POSTPAID 
$6.00 EACH OVERSEAS POSTPAID 

NIKON SAGA #2! 
French member Patrice-Herve Pont has just released the 

second and enlarged edition of his uNIKON SAGA". This 
new book has two additional chapters covering the Nikonos 
system and the newer digital Nikons. The rangefInders are 
well covered with each model illustrated and all points of 
identiflcation listed along with dates and serial number 
ranges. Naturally the pros cameras (F through F5) are 
covered with emphasis on the groundbreaking Nikon F. But 
Patrice also covers every other reflex model made from the 
lowly Nikkor- rex series and the EM to the wonderful FM/FE 
and Nikkor- mat cameras. A great little book you must see! 
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Stephen Gandy's CameraQuest 

Charter NBS Member. Internet Camera Dealer of Classic Collectible 
Cameras, especially collectible Nikon. Large Collectible Nikon 
informational section. Nikon and Leica Rangefinder Repairs. 

Rare items available at press time include the last known production 
1000/6.3 Nikkor, complete US Navy F KS-80A, Titanium FM-2 Year 
of the Dog, Nikon F3 Limited, 523 series 135/4 Nikon RF lens, 300/2 

Nikkor, and the 20th production Leica M6. 

In the US call 800-477-8966 or FAX 818-879-1968 
http://www.CameraQuest.com Los Angeles 

FKELDGRA§§ & GALE 

(onlocl: PETER WALNES (LHSA AND NHS MEMBER SINCE 1982) 

FIELDGRA§§ & GALE 
THE BUSINESS VILLAGE, 

BROOMHILL ROAD, LONDON SW18 4JQ 
PHONE : +441818707611 FAX : +441818706551 

Email : fieldgross@lineone.nel 

LEICA NIKON CONTAREX 
Also leica copies (leotax, Hansa, Kardon, etc) 

SINGLE ITEMS OR COMPLETE COLLECTIONS 
PLEASE CONSIDER us WHETHER YOU ARE SELLING YOUR 

CAMERA COLLECTION OR GRADUALLY BUILDING ONE. 
JUST LOOK AT SOME OF THE RARE 
JEWELS WE HAVE SOLD RECENTLY: 

Block point M2/M3/M4, grey enamel M2, oliv. green MI and M3 bodies, M3 Betriebsk #1004 with 
'SummikrOll' (Loger vol. I p.IBI), 2 very early production M3 bodies (numbe" under 70015lJ), 3 chrome MP (inc. 
no.366, p70 'leico in Colour' von Hosbroe<k), block MP no.123 (os iIIustro1ed p.BI 'Leko Colledo" Guide', Dennis 
Loney), M2M and M4M (both with mota,,), block M4 wilt. 'Midland Canada' top plote, M4-P haK fr .... , M3 
prolotypes, dummies, Belriebsk and cutowny<. 50 yeor onnive,,"ry (l" M4 and MS. Chrome MP2 with molorl 

Lei,a 0 (null series) no. I 26, Lei,a I Anasligmal no.221 (illustrated p.126 ' Leico Collection', Shinichi Nakamura), 
dialsel and rimsel (ompurs. Lei,a 11 'Luxus' (illuslrated p.34 ' Leico in Colour' von Hosbroeck). Leica 72, 
(Canadian, German and prototypes). 250 'Reporler' bolh FF and GG, block 1111 and 111g (Swedish army), pre
production Ig and 111g bodies (some illustrated in Lager vol. 1), 33/3.5 Slemar sel, 35/3.5 Slereo (Imar 
(only 32 ever mode!) and 90mm 17 Slereo lens. Mooly molars, chrome, grey and block! 

Very many early prololype Lei,afl .. modeb, some with interchangeable prism, some with unusual motors and 
some finished in block point. Abo Lei,allex mk.l and mk.2 bodies in block point finish. Early Lei,a lopies 
including several Hansas, (anon J, (anon JS, (anon 5, Leolax Spedals (various models, all with correct and 
original Letona Anastigmat lenses). Nikon rangefinder equipment including Nikon I, blalk Nikon 53, 53 
Olympil, blalk SP with motor and bla,k S3M with motor. 35/3.5 Slereo Nikkor. Nikon F# 6400xxx. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

SELLING/TRADE LIST ... My latest list is now nearly four 
pages long and includes many Nikon RF and Reflex items 
ranging from $100 to $10,000 as well as many other fine items 
from makers such as Canon, Pentax, Minolta, Leica, Zeiss, 
Rollei, Kodak, Mamiya, Konica & others. Those of you on my 
mailing list will receive all editions automatically! 
Robert Rotoloni, P. O. Box 3213, Munster, IN 46321 
Fax # 708-895-9663 ... e-mail .. rotoloni@msn.com 

NEW ADDRESSES 
MASATO IMANISHI 
SAKURAMOTO 2-12-11 ROOM #304 
KANAGA W A-ken, KA W ASAKI-shi 
KAWASAKI 210-0833 JAPAN 

JULIAN JACOBSON 
180 LINDEN ROAD 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086 

DR. JEROME ROBINSON 
10333 N. ORACLE ROAD 
ORO V ALLEY, AZ 85737 

BLACKIS 
BEAUTIFUL!! 

PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING BODY SERIAL NUMBERS 
TO OUR OFFICIAL "NHS BLACK LIST" FIRST 

PUBLISHED IN NHS-37! 
6157588 6215311 6322125 6322166 6322517 

NEW MEMBERS 
P.J. ALBERT 
P.O. BOX 98 
NEW YORK, NY 10039-0098 

MAC BRECK 
P.O. BOX 150 
AMBRIDGE, PA 15003-0150 

SAMUEL CLARK 
108 RURITAN CLUB DR. 
FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28314-1431 

BRUCE COWAN 
6 AXFORD BAY 
PORT MOODY, BC, CANADA V3H 3R2 

DON DiNARO 
P.O. BOX 730 
KRESGEVILLE, PA 18333 

BERNARD EISMANN 
P.O. BOX 685 
SHEFFIELD, MA 01257 

NEW MEMBERS ... CONT. 
SEIJIENDO 
1010 DRAPER ROAD 
BLACKSBURG,VA2~ 

GREGORY FISHMAN 
5327 SALEM BEND DR. APT. F 
DAYTON,OH 45426 

STEVE FLUDDER 
P.O. BOX 6027 
SCHENECTADY, NY 12301-6027 

FRANK M. GOSEBRUCH 
URBANSTRASSE 126 
D-70190 STUTTGART, GERMANY 

ROLAND HARDY 
887 ANN STREET 
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

DR. KAZUO KOGA 
RIEM, NAGOYA UNIV., FURO-cho, CHIKUSA-ku, 
NAGOYA 464-8601 JAPAN 

MASSIMO LUNATI 
VIA STRAMBIO 26 
20133 MILANO, ITALY 

ROBERT MILLER 
P.O. BOX 24361 
DA YTON, OH 45424 

PAULSCHLOEGEL 
36 ARCADIA ST. 
KENNER, LA 70065 

FRANK SCHROEDER 
MUSKA VERSTR. 37 
10997 BERLIN, GERMANY 

KENNETH SCHWARTZ 
6 SINCLAIR DRIVE 
WAYNE, NJ 07470 

JAMES SONG 
317 OUTRAM RD., #02-22, CONCORDE SHOPPING CTR. 
SINGAPORE 169075 

THOMAS TERMYNA 
220 DeMOTT AVE. 
CLIFTON, NJ 07011 

D. TRIANTAFILLIDIS 
47, EVELPIDON STR 
11362 ATHENS, GREECE 

DONALD WADELLA 
16258 77TH. AVE. 
SURREY, BC, CANADA V3S 687 

MYRON WOLF 
MAIL BOX 261 
321 WALNUT STREET 
NEWTONVILLE, MA 02460 



AND FINALLy ..... 

.JUST ANOTHER S2?? 
To put the/inal touch on what is basically an "82" issue of 

the Journal, I have some photos just received from French 
member Gilbert Goulard. Although relatively early, this 
camera would easily qualify for ... "just another 82" ... if it were 
not for one thing. This is the only Nikon 82 so far recorded 
with a "8YNCHPO" dial! Does this mean it's rare? 

(Photos Gilbert Goulard) 
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