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EDITORIAL 
AS THI S ISSUE GOES 1·0 PRESS WE 

HAVE 79 t·IEfo1E:E": ~3 .. ~·JH 1 CH I ::; Ht ~ It 1-
Cf;,:EA::;E OF 1 (I ::; I t ICE t ·H-I~:'; -- ? l·JELCOt·lE 
GENTLEMEN. (THEIR NAMES AND AU 
DRESSES ARE ELSEWHERE IN THI S 
ISSUE).A FEW SHORl 8NNOUNcLMENTS 
BEFORE I GET Itno t·r .... (DITOPlf1L. 
••••• "DUE':; T I t'lE H~G fiPR I '·/EO" ..... ·E~=; 
ANOTHER YEAR HAS PASSED AND RE 
NEWEL IS HERE. GOOD NEWS ... THERE 
WILL . BE NO INCREASE THIS YERR .. 
SO THE FIGURE REMAINS Al $20.00. 
BUT PLEASE GET IT TO ME BY SEP
TEMBER FIRST SO I CAN PLAN THE 
NEXT ISSUE .. WHICH WiLL BE OUR SE
COND ANNIVERSARY ISSUE.YOU NEWER 
HEt-1BERS l~ I LL BE tlO r IF 1 tT' W~H1 
YOUR TIME COMES SO .. DI SREGARD 
THI S NOTI CE. OUT 1 fL~.K HiHf HLL 
OF · .... UU HHO I·J I ':A·I r () kU'H1 I t·4 t-1Et'l--
8E~:S PLEH:~;E GET 'I'UUF $ ~~: IJ Tel HE 
s·.... SEPTENBER 1 .. 19:35 •••••••••••• 

FOLLOWING THI S EDITORIAL 
(WHICH DISPLt1CE ~:; THE "80~<ED-
L II<E NEt·J" F EH T Uf?L .' til?E '~ Ut'lE 
LETTERS FF<:Ur'l t'lEt'lBE~: ~:; CotKEf':tHNG 
REPLICA fiND FALE BLACK f:m:.oIEt;. 
I SOLICI1·ED YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE 
SUBJECT m~[J .... UI...1 ::;nn THEt-1 HL ••• 
THAHK · .... OU. I HH ... ·'E AL.::;O CI·10:3H1 
THI S TIME TO REPRODUCE MY ENTI~E 
BLACK BODY LI ST IN AN EFFORT TO 
ASSIST THE MEMBERS. IN ADDITION 
ARE PHOTOS OF EACH MODEL THAT 

. SUPPLEMENT THE rwu ARTI CLES SO 
FAR OOHE ot1 TI-IE 8LtlCV ~~;; :3 f iND ::;2. 
OUE LEl· fER t'lEtHIOtf:;; NO. 6~~ 12974 
WHICH IS CON~IRMED BY THREE COL
LECTORS AS FAKE. A SECOND CANERA 
NO.6215689. HAS B~EU REFINI SHED 
BUT WAS ORIGINALLY BLACK AND IS, 
IN MY OPINION. A TOTALLY l.EGITA
MATE ITEM. ANOTHER CHROME CAMERA 
THAT IS NQH BLACK 15 NO.6202226 . 
HJO OTHE~: CAt'U::Rfi::; IHtiT HH'·/E f::EH4 
REPORTED TO ME FROM t-1ULTIPLE 
SOUfC:CES A:3 P"~08A8LE . " PfJ'L.l err::: " 
ARE AN SP IN rHE 62 17600 RANGE 
AND AW S3 IN THE 6306500 RANGE. 
80TH OF THESE CAMERAS ARE NO 
~JHERE t'4EfI~:: F1NY OTH[F: :~~ fU1D CHPor'lE 
CAMERAS HAV1NG EXTREMELY CLOSE 
NUMBERS BRACKET BOTH THE BODIES. 
AS I MENTION FOLLOWING THE NUM
BE~:~3 L 1 ~; T .. ~3Ut'IE HU··1U':: L:HlLH[:3 
HAVE STARTED Of F AS SINGLE [ N
lR I ES Wi I CH ~JEPL LH lLk CUI n 1 k t'I[ (:' 
8 .... · 0 HiEP::=; 1.J1 HI H4 THE Sf1f'lE BH I ( H 

ONE 

HOWE VER, WHEN FIRST RECORDED NO 
OBVIOUS CHROHE CAMERAS WITH AD
JACENT NUHBERS WERE EVIDENT. AL
SO TO BE CONSIDEkED IS THE TIME 
ELEMENT. ALL THOSE EARLY ENTRIES 
WERE MADE AT A TIME WHEN F~KES 
~·JE~~E OUTS I DE THE RjAU1 OF REAL I -
TY SINCE BLACK CHr'lERAS WERE NOT 
WORTH MUCH MORE THAN CHROME ONES 
AND NOT NEARLY AS MANY PEOPLE 
WERE -SEEKING THEM. IN ADDITION, 
MOST WERE REPORTED TO ME BY COL
LECTORS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE TO 
DETECT ANY F~KES . BUT THOSE WERE 
MORE CAREFREE INNOCENT DAYS. THE 
KEEN COMPETITION WE SEE TODAY 
DIDNT EXIST. AND MANY COLLECTED 
FOR THE FUN OF IT. THE PROFIT MO
T I '.IE ~JAS NOT I) U I TE THE SAt·lE. 
HOW lIMES HAVE CHANGED •••••.•••• 

ROBERT ROTOLONI 
EDITOR/PUBLISHER 

FRON JOSEPH HIGHAN ..••..•••.•• 
AS CONCERNS REPLICAS AND FAKES. 
H FAKE IS AN ATTE~WT 10 PASS OFF 
fiN ARTICLE AS THE REAL THING •••• 
A REPLICA IS A LEGITIHHTE COPY. 
BOTH LEICA AND CANON HAVE PRO
['UC[[:o F.:EPLICA~:: AND THE · ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE MARKET IS RAMPANT WITH 
REPLICAS ••• AND SOLD AS SUCH. 

l-JHEt4 A CAr1ERA IS RARE THE COST 
OF MAKING A REPLICA IS LESS THAN 
THE t-1ARKET PRICE. THEREFORE, THE 
EXISTANCE o~ REPLICAS . IT IS 
P~:OOF OF THE F:~AI;::} r .... OF THE NIKON 
RANGEFINDER SYSTEM THAT IT IS 
NOW ENJOYING( ?? ) REPLICAS. 

FROM TONY HURST .•..••••••••••• 
IN LONDON A BLACk SP NO. 6212974 
WAS ON OFfER.. WHICH CAME OVER 
HERE ON APPROVAL. HOWEVER, IT 
RPPEARED THAT IT WAS A CHROME 
80DY WITH A VERY GOOD BLACK 
SPF::AY .JOB Oljt~E ON IT. THEY MADE 
AN ERROR BY SPRAY PAINTING THE 
CHROME RIMS ON THE SPEED DIAL 
f.Hl[:' FPHNE ::;ELECTO~: AS l~ELL AS 
THE ENTIRE SELFTIMER LEVER. THE 
SELLER WHSNT AWARE OF THIS AND 
TOL0 ME IT WAS UOUGHT IN JAPAN. 
WHETHER IT WAS PHINTED TO DE
ClEVE SOt-1EONE FOR GAIN , OR JUST 
r'lE S~3 1NG ABOUl 1 [)Ut-H KNOW. 



( ( TH 1:3 ',lE':::\, ~::;Ht'lE CHNEkH ~.Jrl'::: I?L. -,' 
PORTED TO ME BY OLIVER REUDAWAY 
OF Et~GU1t,~I). HE TELL ':~; r'n:, THHT 
fiftUL VAH Hii':;E,: I;,:u EU ,: ~:A - 'UTILLJ I I tr3 
A FAKE Wl1HIN 30 SECONDS OF MR. 
REDDAWAY SHOWING ITfO HIM. THE 
OBVIOUS ERRORS ARE THL BLACk 
SPEED DIAL AND FRAME SELECTOR 
RIMS. THESE ARE ALWHYS CHROME 
ON LEGITIMATE SHMPLES. TO SEE 
WHAT I MEAN LOOK ON PAGES 13- 14 
H~ "NHS-t'40. 2 ". NOTL THE :3PEET' 
DIAL ON ALL THE BLACK 83 PHOTOS. 
ALSO NOTE THE ALL CHROME BELF
TIMER LEVER. THI S IS THE LATE 
VERSION. THE ONLY OlHER TYPE IS 
PRESENT ONfHE BLACK SP SHOWN ON 
THE ~~EA~: CO'·.·'EF: OF THE :~.H I ·lL 1:> 
SUE. At; ','OU (fHI ::;f:£ THE Ct1 kL. I EF: 
BLACT, LE'·,·T}.' ::;11 LL Hfi'3 UI~E, F'I ECE 
IN CHR(~E. rHEY HAVE NEVER BEEN 
SEEt·~ COt'1PLCr EL ... · L:L I :II:,:f: ,. c ·... THE 
l·JA'y· TH I ::::: HI)Ll<;; TPUE FOR THE f/[' -
VAt'~ (;E LE\·'l,t< At·m pu·~ I t ~ L' l..J:-'·/[k ff:~; 
~JELL. 1 HE ... · fif':L HU·JH\ .:;:. U '1klj t·1E. ,1 :0 

FROM GARY S TONE • . ...... .. •..•.. 
IT 1:3 OK TO PE·::.TUF:E "~:OUGH" 

CAMERAS TO THEIR ORIGINAL CON-
01 T I Ot-L ONL'y' • IT 1 :::; ImT P 1 r.:~H T r u 
MAKE A BLACK ONE FkOM A CHROME 
CAr·lERFi. I FA PE~;T'I...IF:ED UH'lf},:A E; 
EVEf;,: SUL(:o 11 :::;:1 lCtULD 1::::[ CLEAF.:L "1" 

STATED Fr:; SUCH. I ACkEE. ~, j I TH · ... OU 
THAT THERE ARE FAKES OF ANYTHING 
OF VALUE AIm ~'~E (: Ht~ E::<PECT TO 
SEE MORE. FORTUNATELY MOST ARE 
EA:3Y TO :::;POT ~3 I tiCL I r I :::.. L.I I FF I -
CULT Tu DUPLICATEIHE ORIGINAL 
FIN ISH. THERE A~::[ ::: I,::II'H:: 1'111 tH,/~ ~·IE 
CAN (:00. HELP uUR READERS GETLCT 
FALES 8 .... · Cf=tkEFUL.L ·J' OF. :::;:CP I B ll~(; 
~,JHtir I S PH U-HEO Htm W~til I :::Hr • 
DESCRIBE 'rONE AHD TEXTURE AND 
WHfH IS UNDER THE F'Hlt-rr ~,JIIE t~ 
LOOKING AT WORN SPOl S. 010 , 'HEY 
USE COLURED F'P Hlt:J-;(;- D I I) THe ... 
PAINT OVER FF.:O :::,; T£[:' ( :Hf;;:CWIE ? ( J~UT 
THAT 1 HAVE SEEN. ) I HHVL SEEN 
FAKES THAT' HAVE HAD THE CORNERS 
SLIGH1LY RUBBED DOWN TO CREATE 
A USED LOOK ••••••• WHEN YOU BUY A 
RARE OR BLACK CAMERA 08TAIN A 
WRITTEN GUARANTEE THAT YOU CAN 
~::ETl)f<t~ I T I t,~ H f<:EA::::;UI"IHL::LE T 1 t·IE. 
IN MY EXPERIENCE THI S HAS HOT 
CAUSED PROBLEMS AMONG REPUTABLE 
COLLECTORS AND DEALERS. 

TWO 

FROt'l [Jf1' .... E l·JL 1 LEk: .....•••••••• 
r;;'EI~A~:D I He; THE ~;U[UEC T OF ~·:' LPL 1 en 
BLHC:f;:::;.' 1 FL'Tt. I Ht-IT I 1 I ::::. nH Hl
F UF: "ntl 'I 1 ::: :::::UE THHT :3HUUL L' [;E 
[:, I ':::; U..J :~:; ~:;E O ll~ [ IL l HI L REGHPO I t'H:~ 
I·JH~n I ::::; AUI HEI-~.1 C mH) HmJ Fiih:E:::; 
CAN £;t: LIE ,],[C1'£::'O. TH 1:3 I'; n f''RO-
f:L£t'l ~.J 1 TH E ... ·'ER\· CULL.EC r I BLE 1 ,-

. l Er'1 1 HA"/E E:EEN IN'·/OLVEO lHTH 
OVER THE YEARS. THE MORE SCARCE 
PI ECES ~PPREC IA ' r E SO HIGH. THE 
TEr-lF'lAT I (IH TU COUl'n EF: FE 1 T 1:3 lU 
GREAT TO RESIST' FOR SOME. SINCE 
NOT ALL OF US ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ON THESE · RHRl 8 1 R~S .. WE NEED 
HELP TO BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY A 
"~:: EPL I CR II • F'EP:::XltlHLL'/ .' I FU:.. L 
1 H~H 1 F :::. I..II·l L '-'t~ E ~. J l'::l1[,3, TO HH ... ·'l 
H FfW:E. IN H U3 COLL ECT IOt'l THHl I ::' 
H 1::; BU::; 1 HE ~.:::: " [;U1 '::: I,:rUtlER uP U'iT -
ER THESE FAKES ALWAYS SEEM TO 
GET LUU:::E Ot,l HIL t·lHI,' f::E T. E'·.·'E I'l 
n 'lOUGH 'II-IE: Uk 1 G 1 tlHL F 'E~:F'E TRATOf~: 
MAY HAVE READILY IDENTIFIED IT 
AS BE IN~ COUNTERf LII .. ONCE 1'1 l ~ 
uu r OF ~-II ':; HAt H.J::; ~ ·JI'O kt'm~·JS ,JU:::: T 
WHAT IT WlLL BE ~LFRL~LN1ED AS? 
I HA'·l l: :::;EU ,I 1 T HHpr'l:t ,~ t'lfiH\' T I r'lES 
EiLTOPL . :::; Ut'1L:OtIL L'O I ·~ t ,I THE LINE 
1'::;1::: r:~; [:U(;:I' ,I[I> . UF I Lt ~ [::H['L·(. UtiLE::S 
1 I Hfb HH~.'f'HlE[:' TO '(OU OI-~E CAN- -
NOT IMAGINE ' THE SICK FELLING ~ 
WHEN YOU Dl SCOVlR YOUR LAT~ST 
Pl'd ZE I:::;; f1 F'HOt'fr'. IN r'10::; -I Lfr3E::; 
THE ::£ L..LEk r·lt'n tllt-t It~ :3 tHAT HE GUT 
IT "ff::;; m~ UP 1 G I t~HL" At'R' (J I S-
eLA lr'r::: Atfl' F:E ~;POI ~ :::; ll:: I L I TY . I At1 
H~ FH'·.·'Uk OF fiN lt4-- [Jl:T TH APT I CLE 
Ut~ TH[:::;;E ",·'lP·'( VfiLUfiBLE N I KONS so 
THm;;E elF U::; ~1l10 Ht-l'./( NE ".·'EF: HftO 
THE 1, .l F'POkTUt~ I r.-- TO E ... ·'[t~ HHNDLE 
ONE WilL HAVE A bE TTEk IDEA OF 
~JHHT ru LOuf::. F:Uf< titlO D ::PECT IH 
I HE "GEHIJ I t'n::: t=H;( 1 J. CL f: " • 
(~ WLlL SAID AND WELL lHKEN.DAVL. 
SO FAR I HAVE COVERED THE BLACK 
~33 HtK' ::;2 H~ DETt-UL. I HOPEI HHI 
lHEF'E Hf1'·/E CELt ~ H ::;;UFF I C I EtlT 
AMOUNI UF ILLUSTRATIONS AND Dl
TAILlD COpy TO LI VE OUR READERS 
t=t H~EL fOf~: ~JHHT THE 8UiCK I·HKOlt::; 
::;HOULD LOOk LIt E . Ot~L '( THE ~~ F' 
REMAIN~ TO eE COVERED BUT THE S3 
I ::; t~ E:tikLY IC'EtH I uiL. HOWE'·/EF:: " 
THE SP WILL HAVE li S DAY AS 
l·JELL. 1 THHtW. fiLL OF THO:3E ~JHO a 
I·Jf.;:U IE HE UI4 IH l'~; ::'.U[:Jt:CT. ::0) _ 
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NIKuN S BLACK BODIES. 

61:::7'64? 
614082:3 
61446:3;.: 
61 ~~~?~52~j 
617B916 
61 ?O::~(;2 
(; 1 t;~,)':~2:3 
618~j '/~5::: 

6180910 
61 ::::a)~J4 '? 

t: 1940::i 1 
61941(19 

t~.~?O~jljt:,~. 

62024::32 
62(12513 
620~::':d4 
.:::? (1 ~:~ t:~ :~: ~: 
62064.:~2 

6206441 
62064:;2 
t:. ~~ ~J':"~ .~ , :::: 
620684? 
t)~::~JE;c: / t5; 
6:~OC2~J 1 
t~;;,::t1:34 .:.::'.~ . 
f.;2084:::::;: 
6~~0962? 
6210502 
~:f21 O~i~~~~? 

6 .. ~ 14~5~'t1 
(~ ;:~ 15:::: ';:'4 
;52 154Z, '~ 
t'j2165K: 

. 62191 ?9 
6220?1u 
6~:~21 ~;:3 1 

62:32141 

6307461 
6:31210:;;:: 
t:,:31 ;~~ 1 ~:?~J 
.::. :31 c~ ~-~ ~M~ ~j 
;~:; :3 122~-:'8 

f; 14(;:::04 
6140:::~:~; 

61?0901 
61 '?t1::r3:3 
t':; 1 ?t.l ~/:~ 1 
61 ::::(1(~f~.6 

t.::: 1 :::(1 / '/ :3 
(: 1 :::(1~~2:3 
f.18~:146 

6-.r~14tY52: 
6194142 

t.211n082 
E:~~'J~::~)(1::: 
t52(1~:'~j2t; 

6202(:.13 
62{)2"~:: '?2 

(12('E·~~i.~ :3 . 
6206448 
t:~~Ij(A/ 1 
6;,::064~~:~j 
E; 2: ~j t:: ::: t:~~ ,3 
t:~2(16t::::4 
t:~~~j840 1 
1'.:.:;;::0:::4::::0 

'620:3499 
6209660 
621 ~i:;4 :3 

6210953 
t~215 :j:3 (1 

(;215:39 'l 
t:21 ~5442 
(.21 :3;3~59 
6219374 
622071:3 
(~2:2 ~311 E: 
6282150 · 

(30/·:~?~i 

t. :.:: 1 , :~ 1':::: 1 
(;31. :~ 14~j 

(; 14(~:31 (; 
';:;144,';;;66 
615'/~; 11 
61 ?09~j6 
C; 1 .... u~~ ... l 
6170995 
61 : ::O/~:"l 
61UO??6 
61 :::(U:::? 

6194068 
619414:::: 

G~~OuO:::4 
t:;~~(l~:~~~; 11 
t)2(1~::~55 'l 

6~:U26:30 
t.:.:2:~J~~E~9:3 

62064:34 
62~J64:il 
t:: .~:~)~::'::~ i' 2 
t52(1e:;·:31 ~j 
C~~ ~Jl; :374 
t"; ~:~ (tt::t:~) :3 

f.~ 2: ~l ::~:.:l::::~ 2 
6i~!K:462 
62n897:3 
'::.c.: IJ ~;.t(~~ /9 
t.21()~-'j50 
62121 :::::::: 
t~;~: 1 ~=~ ~3 ::; t; 

6219164 
6219:)71 
t:;~: ~: : ~~J '? 2:~) 
62:J~~ 1 :~: '? 

t; .. :: if, A :;: 1 
t: .. :: 1 ? 1 ,:: :::: 
63 1'.~1 4:i 

b.::.~:U ~: l·l 
~?'32(14 1 ':i 
b.3,:,:U' .. ,·lU 
f~~.3~::(1 ; .... . ; .. .":; 
t::' :3;::~ I) ~~ .~: ~~ 

t;. 3: :: 11 33 
(.;::,;:: 12(:·0 
t~ :32 1 :3 ~:'~~ 

F,oi :.I)UUI ~~, 

~~; ~::'(101.:.1 ~ ! ~} 
(.I. :.~ltt 1 .;'., 

6 .3~~·t1 :3(,;"; 

6 '3~~:: £JI:f2~~ 
~; ')~:))~: 'I ~. " 4 
6::.::(.": 1 ~~ 
~:<:.::: 1If.:14 
ti .:~211 62 

E. :3215t~ 3 
t .. :~.; ~_: 1 ;., '._': t.1 
c;.:::,~ ~:, ~)4 :' 
t: .. : ~.' ~:' .. : :.11 

i:.r:.t1uU41 
r:.~' .. A)Ul UU 

"' .. :tM.:': ':": 1 

6 :32(1':::31 
6 _)2(t~:.29 

632(16:~:4 
6 .32(ff:~ :3~3 

6 ... =;21129 
t::321211 
G321 _.:~J4 
.:: :32 15:35 
(1 :3216:)2 
':: ::~21 929 

6322.348 

6t:,OulJ':51 
66u011:3 

II-IE HL:u'·,·'[ L I ':: r kLf'I·'[.: :~.Hn :~. lilL 
HII,):.:L L:UIt.I . L:1.tl' I I::. :~. W~u·~·E t·JUI·ll::[r.:S 
t-1kL 1 tl r'1',' REu../kU:... H::;; OF 6/15/85. 
TO MY KNOWLEDGE ALL ARE LEGlfI- ; 
"lfiT E.. I HA ... ·'L fI( I JlHLL·... HLL[:O t·lnt-r .... 
l,tf fHi:: f'1 l'lU:::; Ii GF;t :.HT fo1Htrl OTH[P·:;. 
HH ... .'[ E:::£E:.J~ PLUf,TL' r U "lL BY CUL-
L[I :. n .. lp·:.. ~·JHU U~UI·I O-IL ~:Et1L TH1HG 
I,UU .. N n'IL'" :.::Lf.1 i. lHI S L;; tlUT 
I (I ':':;fl'( :tIft! rl-Il '::; l I ~::;'I 1 ~:; HBSO-
LU ru_'" (Uf<F:D~' r. 'I'I)!J WILL NOT ICE 
n FEW c::(I(:o I[,~; lHH r ·~:.Lnl TO BE 
:;)'T I· ·HI ~l,r i" :ILL U",' l HU·l ·..::EL "."E~: Ht'R) 
HUT t"t:W I UF flH flFT.'t It::LH I 8f1I ':JH • 
HU~·~['· ... E"'·. [·/t·ln·l· t'G&.. ur'IEIHt:T' BfHCHES 
blt~HH ff:. ':01 t ~GLE Ltll ~;: H. ':., HI NY . 
PfCORUS UHTIL uTHL~S lURtED l~. 
HO':::l (I IHE:.F: ::; Hf~:i:: UI:: '.·' I CtU:::L',' E>:
HMPLES FRUM DEFINI1E · . BA1CHES Of 
BUICk (:At·lL.F:H: :o . VI L~' 1t~ HUH.' T IIHT 
r'uII f,' UF n IL::.;£ 11Ut'lbU":: HA'·.·'L l:£LH 
H1 "1'1' F:EClJF:['::.: fl.,k ·,'tlif.::;; ••••• LUtH~ 
eU"tH::L Ft· !lL.'~; ~1NL' kl:.I-'L leff':: I·JL f..: [ 
E'· ... Et~ n ·j 'Jul.,' n I..IF HtIL.. THE .... ·11'3T 
/'It·Uuk 11'. ' HI1'·/L ['·/U ~ I i HILL'r' BEEN 
.11) 1 NCO [:',' (JfHLF<:::':; ~.~ ( 1 H I t·~ THE ~;Ht'lE 

BHTCH. ALL uf Tt-! L , LLf1L.o::" r'lL TO 
FETl nlHI II! i~:: L l .:. T 1'.:, E:::Tf.:: lI'lEL Y 
111 .. :t.JJkHTE i':illl, klYf.::L·Ui ,':. TilL Ut~L'j' 
I~tll t'l:.. r 01·:: I Ht:. HI f i,:; ; ~.: tll~I~t.=.:F IIR'Ef.:: 
: .. '.JU .E. I_ 101:::. F:l:.I'lE}Il . : ~ j.'. l. '· ... E.V·,· ,:,[.
ti 1 r l1A·1 t·lu_r-::::: :::;U fLU·' I HO~:;E I iUr'l
L:I.l · .... I •. Ut'1l t il..:J. 
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ABOVE IS THE BLAOe.: ~:;F' ~·Jnt ; THE 
83 BELOW. NOTE THE TWO TYPES OF 
SELF TIMER LEVERS , THE CHROM~ RE -
wnw At·i(o ~H !l~; LE ... .'[!<:. Al{[ · THE 
SHUTTER SPEE0 DI ALS. AlS8 THE 
STRAP LUGS APE CHROME . 

• 

BOTH VERSIONS OF THE BLACk £2 
COVERED IN THE LAST ISSUE. AGAIN 
THE WIND AND REWI ND LEVERS ARE 
CHROME BUT THE LUGS APE BL ACk. 
NOTE DIFFERH~CE ':: H{ ::;'y' tKHkU f :te, 
SHUTTER SPEED DIALS . 



INSIDE THE NIKON RANGEFINDER, PART II 

Whatever the reason that we collect and appreciate the Nikon 
Rangefinder it is basically, a precision mechanical device. As 
such, some basic knowledge regarding how to make it work better, 
how to perform minor maintenance, and how to tell the difference 
between major and minor problems can increase the usefullness and 
value of your coilection as well as help you make better decisions 
when buying new additions. 

In our article for the second issue of the NHS Journal, we briefly 
discussed some of the mechanical aspects of the Nikon and how to 
do some simple maintenance. Based on feedback from that article 
we will continue to discuss minor repairs by going through the 
sequence of removing the top of an S-2 and indicating most of the 
things you can do with the top removed. We selected the S-2 
because there are more of them being used and the top removal 
is slightly more difficult than the SP series. 

FRONT COVER 

It is not necessary to remove the front to remove the top, 
however, some adjustments are easier or require the front 
removal. Front removal was covered in the first article. 
Note the front cover screw to the left of the focusing 
wheel i s slightly longer than the other three screws. 

REWIND KNOB AND FLASH SELECTOR DIAL 

1) Erect the rewind crank and loosen the set screw (don't 
remove, just loosen). 

2) . Unscrew the rewind knob by turning it counter clockwise 
(ccw) as you hold the rewind fork inside the camera. When 
the knob is removed, withdraw the rewind fork downward 
and remove from the camera. 

3) Remove two screws from sync dial and remove dial. Remove 
"c" lock washer under dial so it won't fallout. 

FLASH GUN CONTACT 

1) Remove the flash gun post in front of the finder shoe by 
unscrewing ccw using a special tool or improvise by gently 
using a small pair of pliers and some protective material 
(business card, etc.) to prevent marring the post. 
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SHUTTER DIALS 

Raise the high speed dial and rotate speed setting to between 
60 and 125. Move slow speed dial to 1 second. Looking at the 
inside of the high speed dial (lift it up) from the front of 
the camera notice a small screw that can be aligned up with a 
notch in the top of the slow speed dial. Align the screw and 
loosen (don't remove) and unscrew the high speed dial ccw and 
remove. Remove the slow speed dial by removing (don't loosen), 
the screw in the side of the dial to the left of the notch 
mentioned above. 

A-R RING 

Loosen the set screw which can be seen through the hole in the 
rear of the A-R ring, as it is rotated. Using a forked 
screwdriver or spanner, unscrew (ccw) the inside retaining nut 
that surrounds the shutter release button. Remove the nut and 
A-R ring. 

WINDING LEVER 

TOP 

Loosen (don't remove) the set screw on the rear of the film 
counter cover and unscrew (ccw) to remove. Lift up the film 
counter dial and remove. Loosen three set screws around the 
edge of the black winder retainer and lift off. Gently pry off 
the winding lever being careful not to loosen the winder 
spring. Observe carefully and hold the winder spring with a 
small screwdriver as you lift the winder lever off. 

Remove 5 screws and remove the top - sometimes the top can 
stick due to leather glue or corrosion. Removal of the finder 
shoe also will help access. Re-assembly is just the reverse of 
the above. 

Some of the items you can accomplish with the top removed. 

1) Clean with compressed air, brush and cotton swab. 
2) Clean glass on rangefinder lens, if necessary. 
3) Adjust rangefinder ~ vertical error of coincidence - by 

loosening the small set screw from the front of the camera 
and carefully rotating the knurled knob on side of 
rangefinder. Focus on a bright distant object and remove 
error. Horizontal errors of conincidence can be adjusted 
from the front of the camera by turning the screw that 
adjusts the arm that adjusts the rangefinder prism. CW 
rotation will advance the coincidence beyond infinity. 
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4) Clean and inspect flash contacts - use cleaner, not files 
or any abrasive material. 

5) Minor repair of shutter release and speed dial~ -- look for 
dirt, old grease, broken parts, bent parts. High and low 
speeds can be adjusted from the top, but that is best left 
to someone with experience. If the shutter will not wind, 
check movement of interlock that prevents winding until 
shutter is fully released. 

6) The winder lever gets a lot of use and sometimes will not 
return smoothly or at all. Check and replace spring if 
necessary. Occasionally winder lever binds on post as it 
rotates. Remove spring and lift off brass sleeve bushing 
for winder and check operation. Sometimes a slight amount 
of silicon lube will free the action or, emery file the 
bushing until it rotates freely. (For the above, move A-R 
ring to R, it makes moving the winder easier.) If the film 
counter won't advance, it is best to remove the entire 
winder assembly off the camera and disassemble, clean and 
inspect. 

7) Miscellaneous - There are a number of other things you can 
additionally check with the top off -- focusing wheels, 
flash sync. etc., and the sub assemblies (shutter, speeds, 
and release) are easy to remove and fix for someone with 
camera experience. 

In summary, we have attempted in a brief article to help the 
reader better understand his Nikon S-2 and judge what might be 
easy to fix and what is best left to the expert. In my personal 
experience the Nikon RF has an incredible record for durability. 
Problems observed are almost always due to very hard use, dirt, 
heat or some sort of abuse. Many shutters still test within 5% 
over most speeds after 30 years! Many new cameras won't do that 
well. It is a real tribute to the people at Nippon Kogaku 
for their high level of precision and maintaining such a 
consistent high quality of manufacturing. It is reasonable 
to speculate that a well cared for Nikon Rangefinder could 
continue to be functional for at least another 70+ years! 

Gary Stone 
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BY ROBERT ROTOLONI 
ONE OF THE MuST E~CITING 

ASPECTS OF RESEARCHING MY SECOND 
BOOK CONCERNED Tt<: .... ·1 tH~ TO ::;UB
STANTIATE AND ILLUSTRATE AN I 
TEM I HAD ONLY HEARD OF IN THE 
~ORM OF RUMORS. FOR YEARS I HAD 
TRIED TO DISCOVER MORE INFORMA
TION ABOUT THE PROTOTYPE NIKON 
16MM. CAMERA SUPPOSSEDLY PRO
DUCED IN THE LATE FIFTIES AND 
ACTUALLY SHIPPED HERE TO JOSEPH 
EHREHRE I CH TO 8E E'·/f~LUHTEV. I l·JFf:::; 
FORTUNATE TO OBTAIN SOME PHOTOS, 
ALBEIT OF POOR QUALITY, AND SOME 
FACTS ABOUT THE CAf'lERf1 1 N T I t'IE 
FOR PUBL I CAT I Ot·~. I T TUI~:NE[) OUT 
TO BE THE VERY FIRST TIME ANY 
MENTION OF lHIS CAMERA HAD EVER 
BEEN t1A[)E. :3 I NeE THE}~ I HH ... .'E 
BEEt~ FORTUt'~ATE TO OBTAH~ Htl ['· ... Et~ 
BETTER SET OF PHOTOS, PLUS MORE 
DETAILS ABOUT THIS VERY RARE Nl
KON. SINCE IT WAS A RANGEFINDER 
FOCUSING' CAMERA I FEEL THAT IT 
FITS IN, IN ADDITION 10 JUS I ITS 
RARITY. THE MAN WHO SUPPLIED 
THESE COpy PHOTOS HAS SINCE DIED 
BUT I WAS ABLE TO SECURE THIS 
BETTER SET OF PHOTOS FROM THE 
MAN WHO ACTUALLY SUPPLIED THE 
INITIAL LEAD THH1' BROUGHT ME TO
GETHER WITH THE LATE MR.A. POE. 
I AM GOING TO USE A LARGE PART 
OF HIS LETTER WHICH DESCRIBES 
THE CAMERA QUITE WELL. THE PHO
TOS WILL GIVE YOU A VERY GOOD 
IDEA OF WHAT THIS EXTREMELY RARE 
PROTOTYPE LOOKED LIKE. 

******************************* DEAR MR. ROTOLON I .' 
CERTAINLY I WILL MAKE A SE r 

OF PRINTS FOR YOU. I HOPE YOU 
REALIZE THHT I HHVE coP ... ' NEGt+· 
TIVES MADE FROM NOT SO GOOD OR
IGINALS SO THE QUALITY WILL 8E 
ONLY so-so. AS TO WHAT I KNOW 
ABOUT THE NIKON- 16. ' 1 WILL TELL 
'(OU ALL. I OBTAIHED THE PHOTrY3 
FROM A MAN WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED 
WI ~ ~ SUBMINIATURE CAMERAS SINCE 
HH· EARL V Off;'::; WI TH r'1lNm.:: IN 
RIGHJ LAT'y'IA. HE HH:3 FO~: · .... EARS 
LOfWED FIU'1 FOR SUBt·1ItHATURE:3. 
HE WORKED WITH MANY IMPORTERS OF 
JAPANESE fiHO GERt·1At·~ ::;UBt'l I t ·~ I:::;" HE 
WAS THE SUPPLIER OF fILM SOLD IN 
THE USA AND CANADA FOR MINOlTA , 
r'lAt'1IYHJ 'lff3HI Cfi tit ·ID k.OLL.IE BUT 

TEN 

uo T t'll t·H):::: .. HH I ( H ~ · Ifl'~.. I HE tKIt lUF'OL'( 
I.lf IHE ·fHfft'Ef.::J. LHf.:EHf<E I CH PHU I\J 
l.·Lt:: I Dt::D TO I'VI' F(II,: THE t'lI t·H);:':; 
FILM MnRVET AND AR~ANGED FOR HIM 
TO SLIT AND LOAD THE SPECIAL 
9. ~t·1t·l. FIU'l. Al flBOUT THIS :~.; Ht'IE 
TIME THE 16MM. r~ECISION CAMERA 
WAS BEGINNING TO GROW IN POP/) -

. LAR 11'1' . THE::: Ht:~::.UUJTE LEAOEI': IH 
THI S fIELD WAS THE GHMI - 16 FROM 
I TAL·..... JOE LHF-.:Et IRL I CH APPROf1CHED 
t·~ I PPUt·~ KOGfH ::U TO r'E·':; I Gt~ AHD COt·~
:3TF:UCT H f-·~~EC I -:; IOt·~ 16t1N. Cf1I'1Efi:A 
OF UUflL I '1' 'l ::;· 1 f'1 I LHt? Ttl THE GHN 1 • 
r HE ',' cur'IPL 1 H' HlILo E'·/Et·~ l~Et n :30 
Fflk ff::; TO ft['Of ' T THE I':;HI'11 1,.;I·1'i-· 
: ~, E I'lL. I ['(ltn f .lhll·j IF NOf':E THm~ 
THl~ "F:UTOT','PL I·J! ,':. ['II "ltL CUT .JOE · 
L.HI<LJ1F:L 1 CH l![I~' J LiLl:t 1'HIIT 1 r ~·lUIjLl'" 
t 11/[ E:l::: F'UI 111 f u qy I C3 F'PO["UC 
T I OtL r HE CfH'lEFNi L+::; I GNED BY t H .
I<Ut ·f L·U:,,:;; ( II ' · , .... 1..1.: ·.. H 11 .• H UUHl.l T\·. 
1 T t IHL, rl ~~':lr·lt·l. Fl. 4 LLH':;;: , H Ij) r·l ··· 
u ltjG' kHt H ... L .. ..... 1 LI·n HIL'U< . t'illt, H 
;::F'P I IH': t-lOTUk [+: 1'./[. BUT tIUr3 ., · 
THE 1 ... flr'lLF'H I·U r .. · .tlLL··.·IED ••..•...• 
II 1::. Jt · irE} : L'.~. lltjl.~ THHT fiT f1BOUT 
l ilL ~:::;FII':[ T It'lI::: H LL I T2 16HN. Pf<O-' 
TO J"/PE Wi'::; r·~~ u('IUCED· . THL l. F II.Ji- 16 e; 
l·JUn ItlkU1.JGHHH::[[ DE:~; 1 Gt·t:.; BUT 
WAS FINALLY SHELVED AS WELL. IT 
flHC' ~ :l .~: ·:H·lt·1. 1< :. ;~.; LEt·t: . .. I<:flt~GEF ItH)-
[}: fij I: U::; H~C. ntH:. L.:< F'O :~; UF:E nUTO ·-
t·1H r I uti 8'/ t'lEHt 1:,::. Ufo H SELEN I Ut'l 
CELL COUPLED 18 8 VERTICAL FO
CHL PLANE SHUTTER SPEEDED FROM 
1 .... 2 TO 1 ..... 5~)o:::;l: (: . 

II!! ' .. : ( nt'IEkH l ilD U< I'3T BECAU~::E 
rf( '::; UUkCE HCTUt1LL ',' HMD THE I TU'l 
It I I .. n .::: F' I/::-:. :; [·~; ·::d I.) t~ At·R:' HE I S THE 
(It'~L L·Jtlu t'lAL'E THE UI·:: 1 (~ I t·IAL SE T OF 
f'HIJ r u :::; F kCWI l'!H I CH fHES;[ COP 1 ES 
CHi'lL. HE TELL::::; t'lE THHT AFTER HIS 
E\·'f!LUf1T 1 Ott l·lA::; C(Jt'lF'LETED HE Hf10 
TO RETURN IT GI P[CILY . TO JOSEPH 
l.HkUHd::.ICH .. FOR tKI OTHEF~ E,,:Ar'lPLE 
DO: I :;;T£.D. 

SADLY MR. POE HAS SINCE DIED 
. AND I HAVE NUT BEEN SUCCESSFUL 

IN REACHING THE HHN HE SPEAKS OF 
1 H HIS LE fTER .' ~'lHO r'1ff, ALSO BE 
DEAD BY THIS TlI'1E. I HHVE BEEN 
lOLD THAT ANOTHER (OR POSSIBLY 
THE ::;Ht-1E :O Cflt'lEkH C: I :3T:;:; FH·u) I S 
:::.UI·IU·JI·ILI,:E t·J 1'1 HI H niE FACTOk'( fIT 
fH 1 ~::; r I t-IL. L·JUUL[ ·II f ·I·UI..I L I/::'E TO 
hL THL Ut~E I I) utl(, (I'· ... ER I r ;' .(? 
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THE THREE PHOTUS UN THIS PAGE 
ARE COMPARISON SHUTS OF THE GAM! 
16 AND THE NIKON 16. FROM THESE 
IT IS OBVIOUS THAT NIPPON KOGAKU 
WAS INSPIRED BY THE ITALIAN GAMI 
CAMERA. THE LATTER APPEARS TO BE 
ABOUT ONE HALF INCH LONGER AND 
SLIGHTLY WIDER. ALTHOUGH THEY ARE 
THE SAME THI CKNESS . THE EYEPIECES 
ARE IN THE SAME LOCATION AND THE 
BtiCKS OF'Et~ I t~ THE ::;f1r1E t'1f1NNER. 

HOWEVER. NOTE THE DIFFERENT FILM 
PLHtlE CONF I GUPHT I Ot-4S. ANOTHER 
HnEF:~ESTIt~G POINT IS THE uRSA" 
DIAl .•.. IT IS IDENTICAL TO THOSE 
I.Y:;[[t m·l THE tH LUH S ::;;Ef(: IE:; •••••• 
THE TOP LAYOUT IS DIFFERENT WITH 
THE NIKON HAVING ITS OWN METHOD 
OF FOCUSSING~ THE BODY IS RECES
SED AROUND THE LENS MOUNT WHICH 
IS THEN FOCUSSED BY A FINGERTIP. 
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ABO'·.·'E I':;· fi CLU:~;E I.JP OF THE tl I f::t:JH 
LOGO FUUND ON THI S CAMERA. BELOW 
1 S THE Cl.EA~:e:;T PHOTO OF THE 
NIKON 16 I HAVE SEEN. THE FINI SH 
IS FIR~=; T PATE At·m t·40T "CRU[:'E" 
LIKE t'lAtf't' OTHE~: PROltY\'/FE:3. FPO\'1 
THE RULER IT CAN BE SEEN THAT 
THE NIKON 16 IS ALMOST E~ACrLY 
FOUR INCHES LONG. THE SMALL PORT 
JUST TO THE RIGHT OF THE LENS 
t,lt1 .... ' HH'·/E BEEt~ THE HO.:E.:;:/3 HOLE 

FOR A0JUSTING THE RANGEFINDER. 
THE ONLY PHOTO I WISH I HAD WAS 
ONE SHOWING THE FRONT OF THE 
CAMERA. IN THIS VIEW, WHICH IS 
ACTUALLY tHE BOTTOM, tAN BE SEEN 
A SMALL PROTRUSION ON THE FRONT 
Fftt.:E .JUST TO THE RIGHT OF THE 
LENS. LOULD 'THI S 8E MERELY THE 
F'fltlI.1E.f HK'EP l·J Hll"OI,J., OR COULCo IT 
BE A METER WINUOW~' ? 
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LETTERS 
FROM DAVE WEILER ..•.•...••.... 

_ A THOUGHT OR HJO ON THE lJIPEC
., T I ON OF THE It t'~HS ". ~JH I LE I At'l 

A MOST AVID FAN OF THE SLR NI
KONSJ I THINK THAT THIS IS FAR 
MORE THAN THE NHS CAN DEVOTE ANY 
EFFORT TO AT THIS TINE. PERHHPS 
THE MEMBERS WHO EXPRESS THEIR 
DESIRE FOR THIS EXPANSION DO NOT 
REAL I ZE THAT THE t~HS I S A '· ... ER·l 
SMALL GROUP (SO FAR ). AND THAT 
ONE PERSON DOES VIRTUALLY ALL 
OF THE DUTIES OF THE ORGANI ZA
TION. THERE IS SINPLY NOT SUF
FICIENT TIME AVAILABLE TO DE
VOTE TO SUCH A LARGE TOPI C AS 
THE SLRS. BUT MOST IMPOR1·ANT , 
IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE NHS. 
AND ONLY SEVEN ISSUES. YOU HAVE 
ONLY SCRATCHED THE SURFACE RE
GARDING THE WONDERFUL RF CAMERA 
AND ITS ACCESSORIES. THERE I S SO 
MUCH MORE TO KNOW AND SO MANY 
RF SUBJECTS TO COVER, IT WILL 
TAKE YEARS TO ACCOMPLI SH THEN 
TO THE DEGREE THAT YOU WANT. AND 
WE HAVE COME TO EXPECT, FROM 

,. YOUR EFFORT:;. UHLE!3S SOt1EOHE 
~ (OR SEVERAL PERSONS) CONES FOR

WARD TO DO AN SLR FEATURE. 100 
NOT BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE THE 
TIME OR RESOURCES TO DEVOTE TO 
IT RIGHT NOW , I.E . • IF YOU WERE 
TO DO IT THE RF COVERAGE WOULD 
SUFFER FOR IT. SO PLEASE DONT 
CONSIDER IT AT THIS TIME. AT 
LEAST NOT SINGLEHANDEDLY ...• EVEN 
THOUGH BETWEEN YOUR TWO BOOKS 
AND THE SEVEN JOURNALS MORE HAS 
BEEN BROUGHT TO LI GHT THAN EVER 
BEFORE J THERE I S SO t1UCH LEFT 
TO 00 •••••.••••• 1 SINCERELY HOPE 
THAT MORE REPAIR ARTICLES WILL 
BE FEATURED. ALSO VERY INTEREST
ING ARE MR. KONNOS SHOW REPORTS 
FROM THE ORIENT. PERHAPS WE CAN 
HAVE SIMILAR REPORTS FRON THE 
LARGER AMERICAN SHOWS IN THE 
FUTURE? IT HELPS TO KNOW WHERE 
THOSE HUMBERS ARE At·m WHAT THEY 
WERE BEING ASKED FOR ON THE OPEN 
MARKET. PERHAPS THOSE ~JHO ATTEND 
THE BIG SHOWS COULD CONTRIBUTE e SUCH I NFORt1AT I ON SO WE COULD OB
SERVE TRENDS AS WELL AS WHAT 
SURFACES ON THE MARKET ••••.•• 
«DAVEJ I COULONT HAVE SAID IT 
BETTER. ONE REASON TH~T NY BOOKS 

HAVE MET WITH SOME SUCCESS IS 
THAT THEY DO CONVEY INFORMATION 
NOT PREVIOUSLY AVAILABLE TO A 
LARGE PART OF MY READERSHIP. 

INFORMATION FROM THE RF ERAJ 
EVEN FRot1 N I KON AND EHRENRE I eH I 
WAS SPARSE. THI S LEFT THE DOOR 
WIDE OPEN FOR MY BOOKS. HOWEVER, 
THE SLR ERA IS VASTLY DIFFERENT 
FOR THERE HAVE BEEN COUNTLESS 
BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON THE SLRS. 
ADD TO THIS HUNDREDS OF TEST RE
PORTS ON EVERY PIECE OF REFLEX 
EQU I Pt'lEtH EVER RELEASED J PLUS 
THE TONS OF LITERATURE PUT OUT 
BY EHRENREICH , AND YOU HAVE A 
VERITABLE DELUGE OF INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE. MY THOUGHTS ARE •••••• 
I KNOW CERTAIN SMALL FACTS NOT 
IN THE LITERATURE BUT ••••••• WHAT 
"t·~EW' I HFORNAT I Ot~ COULD 1 POS
SIBLY PROVIDE?? WHAT HEW GROUND 
COULD I 8REAK?? WOULD THE READER 
REALLY LEARN AHYTHING NEW??? AT 
THIS TIME I DOUBT I COULD IM
PROVE ON THE AVAILABLE LITERA
TURE TO ANYONES SATISFACTION. 
HOWEVER. I AN OPEN TO ANYTHING 
UNUSUAL I t·4 THE REFLEX L I t~E (SUCH 
AS THE CUTAWAY ZOOM LENS) SO IF 
ANYONE WISHES TO CONTRIBUTE SOME 
ARTICLES AND PHOTOS OF OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY REFLEX GEAR PLEASE 
00 ••••• 8UT REMEMBER A GREAT DEAL 
OF HIFO m~ THE N IKON F HAS BEEN 
DONE BEFORE. AND THE CHALLENGE 
TO BE ORIGINAL IS IMMENSE.» 

FROM F.W.MATTHEWS ............. . 
JUST A FEW LINES TO LET YOU 

KNOJ..1 Hm·J r'lUCH :' fWI f:JLJU\"1 Hi.:; Tl-·1E 
NIKON JOURNAL.l WAS GLAD TO SEE 
P.H. VAN HASBROECK HAS JOI NED. I 
HH'/E HI:::;; t··IU,JE:::;T BOOI< fiS ~'~EL..L f~r~:; 
ONE OF HIS EARLI ER ONES ON ·rHE 
UNUSUAL LEICAS. I HAVE ALSO J UST 
BOUGHT PETER DECHERTS BOOK. IT 
IS A GREAT PIECE OF WORK AND 
NUST HAVE TAKEN A GREAT DEAL OF 
RESEARCH WITH ALL THOSE MODELS. 
I ALSO WANTED TO NOTE HOW MUCH 
I AM ENJOYING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF OUR JAPANESE MEMBERS. THEY 
ARE PRICELESS) INDEED. 
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FROM TONY HURST ••... ~ ....•.... 

READ I NG THE CHAPTER I t~ · ... OUR 
BOOK ON SPEC I AL r'lARK I HGS I HO
T I CED THAT I HA'.,.'E At·~ SP ~J I TH A 
.. T" ON THE REW I tm LEVER AS WELL 
AS AN "EP" ON THE LEATHE~: CnSE. 
I DONT KNOW ALL OF ITS HISTORY 
BUT IT DOESNT LOOK TO HAVE BEEN 

· TFtMPERED WITH. 

FROM JOHN HAHSEN,JR~ •••.••..•.. 
I TOO FEEL THAT THE F SLRIES 

SHOULD BE H4LURPCIf':ATED I t4 "NH:S" 
PUBLICATIOHS, WITH A PERSONAL 
PREFERENCE FOR IMMEDIATE INCLU
SION. ALSO AS YOU MAY REMEMBER) 
FROM OUR L I t1 I TE(} COt4VEP~;AT I OH 
AT A SWAP MEET, I AM INTERESTED 
IN A BOOK m~ THE "Fit ::-'HlILfIR 
TO YOUR RF BOOK. I BELIEVE THAT 
THE EARLIEST DATA ACQUI SITION 
POSSIBLE CAN ONLY HELP TO SPEED 
ITS PUBLICATION. . -

FROM BILL ADAMS •••...•.....•... 
It~ THE OCT. 195E; I ::'::;:UE UF POP 

PHOTO ON PAGE 50-51 THERE IS AN 
ARTICLE COMPARING THE RECENTLY 
INT~ODUCED CANON 35/ Fl.8 AND THE 
NIKKOR 35/Fl.8 LENSES. THE NIK
KOR IS NO. 351818 WHICH IS ALSO 
SHO,WN Ot~ PAGE 8" OF · .... OWl: BOOk. 
THIS MAGAZIHE AND YOUR BUOK ARE 
27 YEARS APART YET YOU BOTH USE 
THE SAr'lE LEt·4S. Ar1AZ I NG ••.•••••.• 

NOW THAT THE SOCIETY IS WELL 
INTO ITS SECOND YEAR WE SHOULD 
THINK ABOUT HAVING OUR OWN CON
VENT I ON At'~D SHmJ. E"/H~ I F ONLY 
FIVE PEOPLE SHOWED UP IT WOULD 
STIll BE FUN GETTING TO KNOW 
EACH OTHER BETTER. WH',J DONT ~JOU 
GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT????? 
((I HAVE TO ADMIT THAT THE IDEA 
HAs' CROSSED M'( r1 I ND • THERE ARE 
At LEAST SIX MEMBERS OF THE SO
CIETY THAT LIVE CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
f1£ . TO ATTENO OUR CH I CAGO SHm~S 
ON A REGULAR BASIS. IF ADDIT
TIONAl PEOPLE COULD MAKE THE 
TRIP A MEETING OF SOME SORT IS 
FEASIBLE TO ME. IT IS DEFINITELY 
SOMTHING TO PONDER ••.••... ~ .•. » 

FOURTEEN 

t -.j .1. .. ::= () t--I E:-; I L: L .1 ell:';~: Ft F· H .-•. , 
, P FifW': . I ~=; I X 

B·-.··· '=:A~~I._.. . _JIJI:.~CKS 

.';.-114. P.:36 L,J r DE LUUI n T THE WORLD 
INCLUDES lC.JMM. FS.O 
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P.74 "CHAth':'It4C L,JuPLO OF 35" 
B'l BILL F' I Lf.:: '.X •••• :3.1:)1·1:::; 
THE ~:, . · .f · 111~P F. 

I Hj .... ' • P. 1 ~t'i '. It-~·~U: T .' [ , 1 PLe IOP'I) !i14[1 
[;1...1 .... • I I K. I . ..IU j[ 'L •• '';w fit ~(j S:3 

THE HO'·/U18EP 1 :.<,t.: J ' ~"'. ~, U[ OF THE 
t ·~t=n I Ut~AL I~EOt,Pt it'llI ,_ l ~ tH4 8E HN .. [O 
TO THE ::;;f ·IUF.:T L 1 :3 1 l·U:: GH',,'E YOU A 
FEW ISSUES BALk. IT IS THE SAME 
S2 AD. A ",·'ERY ':; Hl1UIl'~ tiL) I,Jfr3 It~ 
SPORT::; IU.U·: .. lf·:J !: u ) L"..Ildt~G THE 
:':;nI'1E · t·10tnH. lHL lilY·"'. 2~j, 19~.i6 
ISSUE Hfr:; HtJ :::; ,_. Hl.' I')t~ PHGE 5E;. 
I ~J I LL r I( { r 0 HH· .... L H COI'lf'LE T E 
LISTIHG FUR SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
NC<T T H1E. 
COt4:;;;ur'lEF:::;; 8ULLET I1~ FUH NOVEf18ER 
195/' HAS)' OH F'f1CL ':':: .3 .. lLLU'3lJ(:II -
lION:3 OFfHl :.;r' IfIll> :~ .. 2 IN Al '~ AP
T I CLE It CHI'lEPfiS F Ij~ CHF: I ':; rt1A::; It • 

f;,:ECEtHL\.' 1 t,JII':~; HL:U': : TO tlCOUII<[ 
SOt-lE OLOER :3EHP:3 POE8U(t( CATf1 -
LOGS. ~3H4CE THI:: .... LE:l Ot.lITE F't 
FEW tHKKOf~: PPOt'tICl :3 I ~JAtHED TO 
PROVIDE A LISTIHG OF WHAT YOU 
COULD HAVE ORDERED. 

SPR I NG.···sur·IHlR l':Vj:~: PAGE 486 
TOWER 35 W/ F2 AND Fl.4 NIKKORS 

E:5f1t'l. F2.0 IHVKUlo:: 
1 :3~it-1r·l. F:3. : , t4 HJ·J)f~: 

35Nt'l. F3.5 ttHJ:::Or.:: 
Ut~ 1 ',/U;::SAL ' .... I lUF I tl[:tEf,~ 

FALL/ WIHTER 1)~4 PAGE 610 
snf'1E ns ABOVE Ei<CEF'T THAT THE 
UNIVERSAL FINDER IS NOW CALLED 
A VARIFUCAL 2001'1 F Itml:R. 

FALL / W1NTER 1956 P~GE 714-715 
TOl,JER 35 ~l · · f 2 mil, fl. 4 N U<KORS 
OTHEF: L(J~SES OfTLF:[[j ARE t'HjW 
PRO(:'UCED B'v' ST[ I UHF I L ;' ?'?T??? 
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I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME THE 
FOLLOWING GENTLEMEN TO THE 
NIKON HI STORICAL SOCIETY. 

JOHN E3fll f':D 
C/ O NACHES FRUIT/ COLD STORAGE 
7250 NACHES ROAD 
NACHES) WA. 9893? 

CARROLL O. MEYER SR. 
516 ES~;D:: [A~~ !'tlE 
SIERRA VI STA, AZ. 85635 

C.J. t'1CCLltHO(:K 
1223 rOWt·~SH I P L I I ·~E f(~[> . 
CHALFONT, PA. 18914 

JOSEPH CHARLES, JR. 
171 ROSE DRIVE 
GRANVILLE, OHIO 43028 

HAROLD W.GRAY, JR. 
622 TERRACE ROflD 
SAN CARLOS) CA. 94070 

A JACK DUGRHJ 
~ 86-31 125TH. S fREET 

RICHMONO HILL, N.Y. 11418 

.. JOHI··~ ::;HBELL.A 
2:3 HORTON DRIVE 
HUNTINGTON STATION. N.Y. 11746 

808 JOH~·~·:::Ot·~ 
PO BOX 247 
EAST AMHERST, N.Y. 14051 

L.E. NELSON 
5451 UKIHH C~~. 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89118 

WALTER M. BRADLEY 
16446 CAVENDISH DRIVE 
HOUSTot·~ J TD=;m;; ??O :;.:;::~ 

PUIUSIa'S ..., 

HHY PUBLIU',l HJt{ LILE OURS IS 
E:fr:.:.ll.: HL.L·.... t1 UtBUR OF LOVE" I 
lNJOY DOING IT AND I HOPE TO 
CONTINUE DOING IT FOR MANY YEARS 
TO CONE. "THE NHS JOURt~ALII IS 
t-Kil HnH~OED TO BE A "BUSH~E:3S" , 
PER SE . Bur MORE H FORM OF CREA
TIVE ENDEAVOR ' THAT SERVES ITS 
t'lHmEF::~; RIlL' LLfi\·'C3 01·4E l~ 1 TH A 
~::lN:::; E I)F fiCCOt'lF'L 1 :::,HI'tEtfr • I T ~lUST 
m::: H ::;OUPCE OF Et·UOYt-1EJ.H FOR ITS 
SUBSCRIBERS, AS WELL AS A MEANS 
OF CUt'lt'1UtH ern IOtj tiHD I NFORMA
rION. COLLECTINGrHE NIkON IS 
"FI..II ·j" HtlD I r ::;HOULD RENAIH AS 
::;I...II..li. . 1 F I t·~[:1 1 'I Hti Et lDLESS NEANS 
OF ,;'U,H>:JH I (It·4 tit·jD FUt·4, l~H I CH IS 
L·!HHr H HO[:[: .... · I :::; ALL ABOUT. I 
I·JHtH "THE JOUPNHL" TO FULFILL 
ALL OFfHfSE CRITERIA BO'rH FOR 
tfl'::::;E l. F.. AHD YOU THE folEt·lBEFC:t;. I 
DU NOT EXPECT 11 TO BE A SOURCE 
m II ItKUt·lE" .. m·ILY THE GENUlt4E 
JOY 1 ~ERIVE FROM DOING IT. I 
UNLY ASK THAT ' I CREAK EVEH WHICH 
IS WITHIN THE REALM OF POSSIBI -
l J r .... · n':; our;:: t~IJI'1~::Lf?S I t4CREm:;£ RHD 
IF TH[ POST OFFI CE LEAVES US BE. 
HOWEVER, THE rIME HHS ARRIVED 
L·JHF.:J4 I /lEEr' TO fr:A =:: '"!'OU TO ~1GA I H 
PE.ACH [II ru · ... UUF: F'OCl.£TS At·m SEE 
flllO SEND ME $20.80 TO ENABLE 
"lE TO F'~~~O(iUC E "THE JOURNAL II FOR 
YET ANOTHER YEAR. I WOULD HOPE 
THHT THE r·1A.JOf<: 1 T,/ OF 'tOU DO FEEL 
T HfiT I T 1:3 ~JOPTH IT •.•.•••• I F SO 
"F·LEf1::X. " GET ·(OU.< t-lOHEY TO f1E 
GY SEP1EMBER FIRS 'r SO I CAN PLAN 
"Hl NLXT ISSUE. I HAVE EHCLOSED 
H r'ltH L- I H PEt~EJ~t1L. FORt1 ( FOR 
THOSE WHO ARE DUE) FOR YOUR COH
VENIENCE SO PLEASE GET IT TO ME 
Erl' THEI·L ....... ,·rl' HU"1BLE THAt~I< :3. 

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
ANY CONTRIBUTIONS BY MEMBERS OF PHOTOS AT LEAST 3 BY 5 GLOSSY. 
MANUSCRIPTS AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHS A SEAMLESS BACKGROUND IS PRE-
CONCERNING THE NIKON RANGEFIND- FERRED RND MAKE ALL PHOTOS 
ER SERIES ARE APPRECIATED AND HIGH CONTRAST. YOU WILL BE GIY-
EVERY ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO EN A BY-LINE UNLESS ANONYMITY 
MAKE USE OF ALL SUBMITTALS AS IS REQUESTED AND ENCLOSE AN 
SPACE ALLOWS. PLEASE T'y'PE ALL "SASE II IF RETURN OF MATERIAL 
MANUSCRIPTS AND MAKE ALL B/W IS DESIRED .••••• THANK YOU. 

FIFTEEN 



Oassified 
wanted 

WANTED ••• WANTED .•• WANTED. 
NIPPON KOGAKU SNAP- ON HOOD FOR 
A 105/F2.S NIKKOR RF LENS. SEND 
DETAILS TO •••••. RAYMOND F. YOUNG 
1313 HILLCREST RD.,ROCKFORD, 
IL. 61108-4066. THANK YOU. 

WANTED ••• WANTED ••• WANTED. 
NIKON S3 OR SF' IN BLACK WITH 
BLACK MOTOR DRIVE. WILLING TO 
TRADE A NEW OLYMPUS 350MM/ F2.8 
LENS (COST $2500) ON S~ME. CON
DITION EX+ OR BETTER. WISH BLACK 
25MM W/CAPS,SHADE,FINDER •..• WILL 
PAY $400 FOR A MINT ONE W/ CASES. 
CAN TRADE 35/F3.5 NIKKOR TOKYO 
(NOT MIOJ) IN BOX W/ CASE, EX+. 
ALSO NEED A 28MM. FINDER W/ CASE. 
JACK DUGREW, 86-31 125TH. ST. 
RICHMOND HILL, N.Y. 11418 

~JAtHEl) ••• l·JHtHELI ••• l·IHtn £['1 
I AM STILL LOOKING FOR MORE AGS 
FOR FUTURE ISSUES. ESPECIALLY 
, 'HOSE FROM FOREIGN PUBLICATIUNS. 
ALSO SERIAL NUMBERS OF VARIOUS 
ITEMS, BOTH COMMON ANG NOT SO 
COMMON, FOR FUTURE SERIAL NUMBER 
LISTS. ALL Nl~BERS WILL 8E KEPT 
CONFIDENTIAL ....... I AM PLANNING 
AN ARTICLE ON ENGRAVING ERRORS 
SO IF YOU KNOW UF ANY PLEASE 
DROP ME A L I HE 0:: Of;:: BETTEr.: '/ET A 
PHOTO). ALSO INTERESTING SERIAL 
NUMBERS SUCH AS CONSECUTIVE NUM
BERS OR THOf.£ ~J I TH fo::EPEfH I t'~G 
DIGITS. YOU WILL BE CRE011ED IF 
YOU WI SH ... THANK YOU .. R,R01'OLONI 

for sale ' 

NOTHING FOR SALE AGAIN FOR THIS 
ISSUE. BUT AS A GROUP I THINK WE 
ARE BUYERS, NOT SELLER~ . 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
I F:LLUI TL. \ · 'J'CtH HJO DELI GHTFUL 
(JAYS I·J I TH NEt·mER PETER DECHERT. 
WE IN THE CHICAGO COLLECTORS 
SOCIETY INVI1L0 PETER TO SPEAK 
TO US ON CANON CAMERAS. AFTER 
CORRESPONDING WITH PETER FOR 12 
YEARS WE FINALLY MET FACE TO 
FACE. WE TALKED NIKON AND CANON 
COLLECTING AND HAD A GREAT TIME 
DOING IT. ALSO PRESENT FOR HIS 
TALK WERE MEMBERS JOHN ANGLE} 
V I C G(i ~:ECK I At'~[J GEORGE UR't. 

. 
SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED 

THAT MR. EATON LOTHROP MENTIONED 
OUR SOCIETY IN HIS BI-MONTHLY 
COLUt'lH I t,~ THE fiPR 1 L I SSUE OF 
POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY. IF YOU DID 
MISS IT CHECK OUT PAGE 128. 

DUE TO THE RECENT INCREASE IN 
t-lEt'lBERSH I PS I HAVE RUN OUT OF 
ORIGINAL COPIES OF NEARLY ALL 
BACK ISSUES OF THE JOURNAL, THE 
ONLY EXCEPTION BEING NO. SIX. I 
HAVE HAD MANY REQUESTS FOR BACK 
ISSUES BUT LHH l)t-~LY SUPPLY HIGH 
QUALITY XEROX COPIES. HOWEVER, 
~'::ERO;<E::::; co ~n f1E AS ~1UCH AS THE 
ORI~INAls. THOSE NEWER MEMBERS 
WHO WISH TO OBrAIN THESE CAN FOR 
THE PRICE OF $4 EACH}· PPD. ITS 
NOT AS GOOD AS AN ORIGINAL BUT 
ITS BETTER THAN NOTHING ••••••• 

NEXT 
TIME 

THE DUIL.'L.1tI[ F uk THL tJC-:T L ;;:;UE 
f)F rl-lE "tH kOH JOUPt ,Itil " loU LL BE 
'3ET'lEt'IL:EP 1 " l.S~:::~::;. JT LoHLL t'1A~:K 
ou~: ~::;£CU II[:' At'HH '·/l::.t·,: :::)HV( At,~L:t I (il) 

HOPE TO MAKE IT SPEC IAL. PLEASE 
GET ALL C(~TRIBUrIONS TO NE BY 
I !-1Ft I. flL.:::::O f'LEf6E ~:[]'1E}18EP TO 
eET · ... IJUP $20. 00 l~UE:.; TO HE B'( 
THt:. :::At'lE [ ,IAT[ :::Ij I ktK)W HmJ t'lHH\' 
CUPIE:::: TO Hft'·/t::: f-'kItJTEO. 1 HOPE 
ll) HH' .... E f1LL 01:: '/111..1 HU)t'~G FOr..: 'ITT 
HtWTHEP ·,TAP •.••• F:U8ERT ROTOLOtH 



THIS PAGE WILL BE RESERVED IN 
FUTURE ISSUES OF THE NIKON 
JOURNAL FOR THE RAREITHE UNUS
UAL OR OFFBEAT~OR JUST THE OUT 
OF THE ORD I NAR'-( . I F YOU HAVE 

ANYTHING THAT YOU FEEL IS DIF
FERENT OR UNUSUAL PLEASE SEt~D 
ME AT LEAST TWO VARIED VIEWS 
OF YOUR ODDITY. 

THANK YOU. 
ONE OF THE MORE INTERESTING NON
t ·~ 1 KOt·~ LEt-/:::::E:::: l"lnOE F'OF: THE PFII'4Cr:> 
F II·/[)[F: CfH'ILF:fr::: I:::: THt:: ~5Ot·H·I. F 1. • 1 
ZUtlm·j. 'r l" ll'~; I.. .. U··I:~:; F·I·~:ECEE:r)E I'> THE 
L.lI~[ r'IIIL'F L:'/ H 11 ·:. UI···1 E:''''' fiT LU:r:n H 
YEAR. IT MAKES ONE WONDER IF IT 
WAS THE INSPIRATION FOR THE NIK 
KUP E ... ·'LH 'n IUUCH r r'IE (jp'r I CAL FUH
I·II...IUI:::; HI,:L '·.·'Ll ':'" [, I FrEI~.: [t·IT J t'r :; fll o'[ 
'I H[ LEt··I:::;:l: .. ::;;; . n--IE. EflJ.::L I E:3T '",'LF;:S I UH 
W·r3 CfH;::U/'IL (r3 ::::1· i m·H 1 HLYE [:\' U :JI::; 
t·m. ~~;j::::::: r 1000CI1'1 T. ~::. OtH·W. 1 T ~'4Fr; 
REPLACED BY A PARTIALLY BLACK 
LEt4::; THHT PPO'.,,'ED TO BE H LITTLE 
L 1 CI"n"Ef:;:. :3 HUI.'H~ 1 .. /E.kE I::; E:LtJU :: flHD 
CHROME LENS NO. 6188 FROM "HE K. 
WATANABE COLLECTION. NOTf THE 
"t'4" Hl 'fHE E:fj:::E OF BOTH LEtf~:E::: 
TU [:'040T[ .. H.L I<Clt ·/" • THE F I t'~::IL 
PHOTO FROM 80B HARRIS IS OF LENS 
NO.6263 WHICH ILLUSTRATES AN IN
TERESTINC FACT ABOUT THI S LENS . 
I r:: I::: f"IP F'F:L :C 1 nUl'/ :::t'1t:ILLER n1nt·~ 
THE t·~ I kKOP. HEPE I T I ::: :::;HUW'~ t::1.:.:
:3 I DE nt·~ :;::::; .. , ·F2. (1 tH Kkm? FOF,: CClt'I
PARISON. THE NIKON VERSION WOULD 
DWARF THC S5MM NIKKOR. ZUNOWS 
ARE NOT COMMON AND ARE PROBABLY 
'rHE MOST DESIREABLE NON-NIKKOR. 

, 
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