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---------------------1 
EDITORIA L 

Another year has gone by and this issue 
of The Journal marks our 5th Anniversary. How 
time flies when you're having fun! My hope is 
that you are enjoying it as much as I am. 

NHS-20 introduced our new enlarged 24pg 
format, and as you can see, I have retained it 
for this issue as well. I've decided to stay 
with this new size since, of all the improve
ments instituted in The Journal these first 5 
years, the four additional pages has prompted 
the largest number of positive & encouraging 
letters to date . Enlarging The Journal was a 
gamble or sorts . unfortunately my timing was 
such that the larger, and heavier , Journal co
incided with a u.s. postage increase (just my 
luck!). The result was the - most expensive mag
azine to date , and a bit more than I had esti
mated. However, our numbers are holding quite 
well, with 11 new members in this issue , and a 
nearly 100 % renewal rate , we now stand at 142 
confirmed members . Things will be a bit tight 
for awhile,but if we can increase our numbers 
just 10% the bottom line should return to nor
mal. Whatever it takes, The Journal will con
tinue to be 24 pages! 

I've had many requests to publish a com
plete membership list, since our last one was 
nearly 4 years ago. My plans call for such a 
list in NHS-22. However,before I publish it ~ 

1 that I should give anyone who DOES NOT 
to be included a chance to make his wish 

known to me . Therefore , if you DO NOT want to 
be includ ed , yo u must let me know by December 
1st! If I do not h ea r from you then I will as
sume that you wish to be listed. I hope that 
everyone will agree to it , since each of you 
have been listed at the time you joined , and 
it will promote increased interaction amongst 
the me mbers , which is a major reason for the 
existence _ of any society. Those of you who 've 
asked for such a list, look to NHS-22. 

New this issue is a small "contents" box 
on the cover. I've had some request s for such 
an item to make it a little easier to find a 
particular article without having to search 
through each issue. There was a cumulative 
index for the first 15 issues in NHS-16, with 
another planned for a future issue ,but I felt 
a short listing on the cover would go a long 
way towards making such a search easier. This 
is a good examp l e of a suggestion from a mem
ber to improve The Journal, and I welcome any 
fur ther ideas that any of you might have that 
will make our magazine more enjoyable. 

I am sure all of you are now aware of the 
fine article that appeared in the J ne issue 
of Shutterbug writte n by member Peter Dechert 
that went a long way towards making many peo
ple aware of our Society. The re has now been 
a second article, courtesy of Jack Naylor, in 

Spring issue of "The New England Journal 
Photographic History", which is one of the 

cessors of the "Photographica Journal". On 
page 18 Jack gives us a very complimentary r e 
view. Not only does he mention the "Journal", 

but also our first Convention, as well as in
formation on how to join our Society. Listed 
are the costs of membership and our address. 
As I have said before, publicity such as this 
can only help us continue to grow. Thank you 
Jack for the kind words! 

One of our newer members is a lso making 
an effort to promote the Socie ty. He is Gray 
Levett who is the owner of "Grays of Westmin
ste r" , a haven for used & collectible cameras 
located in London . Gray sent me a copy of his 
full page ad that appeared in th e May 14,1988 
issue of England's "Amateur Photographer ", on 
page 103 . In it he devoted a column inch to 
the Society in which he mentions our goals as 
well as our address. Anyone who has an idea 
of the costs involved in such an ad will ap
preciate how valuable every inch of space is . 
Thank you Gray for this fine effort in our be
half , and we appreciate it very much! 

On page 20 are listed 11 new members, in
cluding our first from Italy! Welcome each ~t 
you to the Society . On page 2 is an article 
by Fred Krughoff on the 1000mm f6.3 Nikkor. I 
know that some of you will say that this lens 
was already covered in NHS-4. Howe~er , two ex 
amples of the rare black version have recent
ly been discove red . Since very little informa
tion was known about this type when NHS-4 was 
published , as we ll as my book,these new facts 
and photos warranted another article to com
plete the coverage of this rare item. In ad
dition , Fre d has correlated all known illus
trations and info on the 1000 that we know of 
at this time , and the result is great deal of 
added info on probably the rarest production 
Nikkor eve r made! 

Calvin Ho begins his coverage on the ear
ly ~ikon F clip-on meters on page 10,which is 
our first r ea l article on the refl exes. Those 
of you who have wanted coverage of the Nikon 
F have not been forgotten.On page 14 are some 
beautiful photographs of some of the earliest 
Nikkors of all , the pre-war l enses found on 
the Han sa & Seiki Canons.They are the work of 
Hayato Ueyama and illustrate some of the rar
es t of the early Nikkors still in existence 
toda y .Look for even more in NHS- 22 as well as 
a second artic l e from Cavin Ho. Also in this 
issue is a noth e r interesting column by John 
Baird . This time he has uncovered some infor
mation on the prototype 50mm/fl.8 Nikkor that 
neve r we nt into production! I think you will 
find it very inte resting indeed ! 

ROBERT ROTOLONI 
EVITOR/PUBLISHER 
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BY FRED KRUGHOFF 
The working details of the 1000mm f6.3 

Reflex-Nikkor have been covered in several 
publications which are listed at the end of 
this article.I'm going to address the various 
forms this lens appeared in during its produc
tion run. This lens is unusual because, with
in the small known serial number range of 
only "18" examples recorded to date , there are 
three types plus at least one prototype! This 
nearly qualifies all the lenses as prototypes 
since no single run seems to have been longer 
than five lenses!! 

The "1000" was produced ove r a period 
extending from its American introduction in 
1959, to at least 1969 . The dealer price list 
dated May 1 , 1970 no longer shows this lens. 
The largest production of the " 1000" was most 
likely during 1963 just prior to the Olympics 
that were held in Japan in 1964. This means 
ten years of production for a possible total 
of only 65 lenses , which includes those made 
in reflex mount! 

All of the known examples share a common 
design, but the external features were refin
ed and changed as more examples were ordered 
and built. All I have seen possess the same 
aluminum body casting which was numbered when 
they were cast. It is probable that all the 
castings were made at the same time and set 
aside for future production as orders were 
received. 

Changes included the color and texture 
of the barrel, the method used for mounting 
the shade, and the actual camera mount, be it 
rangefinder or reflex. In addition, a rear 
cover was added, as well as a case designed 
to protect this 22 pound giant. 

I have owned and carefully examined two 
of these lenses. Lens #100648 in rangefinder 
mount, and #631047 in reflex mount. While the 
reflex lens is no longer in my collection, it 
is identical to #100648 in all ways except 
for being in a permanent reflex mount. Only 
the case for the later lens had changed. 

Recently Don Sellers has uncovered two 
very early examp les of this l ens in the U.S. 
They are numbers 100635 & 100637 and are the 
first BLACK examples to be found and recorded 
to date. These two lenses hav e at last given 
clarity to the serial number progression and 
design changes seen in the "1000" and allowed 
the production to be placed into 4 distinct 
types. (Lens #100635 is now in the Rotoloni 
collection and is illustrated here along with 
#100637, and represent the first time ever 
that detailed photos of the BLACK version of 
the 1000mm Nikkor have been published!) 

WITH ROBERT ROTOLONI 

TYPE ONE ... Early all black version. Possible 
serial # range is 100631 to 100638. 
It has handles of the same type which would 
be used throughout the manufacture of this 
lens.There is no provision for a rear cap nor 
does it have any stop machined in~o the front 
edge of the barrel for the shade . This allows 
the shade to slip back onto the lens. The en
tire barrel is finished in the same black 
crinkle paint . It was supplied with a front 
cap made of leather and a black metal slip-on 
shade that can be reversed for storage. How
ever , neither known example came with a case 
so its original type, if any , is unknown at 
this time. ~ 

TYPE TWO . .. Same as TYPE ONE except that most 
of the barrel is finished in a grey crinkle 
paint with a white shade. 
This lens is shown in the first edition of 
the Cooper & Abbott Nikon F Handbook publish
ed in 1968. It appears on the bottom of page 
5-72 and the serial number is 100XXX , with the 
last 3 digits unreadable.It appears identical 
to TYPE ONE except that the main body is fin
ished in grey crinkle paint , which would be
come standard, while the rear of the lens is 
still black crinkle as TYPE ONE. It still has · 
no provision for a rear cap.The photo clearly 
shows that the shade has been pushed back al
most to the handles , since no stop has been 
machine d into the leading edge of the barrel. 
This l e ns also has the same sights as TYPE 
ONE and is different from later lenses in the 
position of these sights as well as their con
figuration and the material us e d. 

TYPE THREE ... This is the same grey crinkle & 
satin black l ens that is shown in both the 
Cooper & Abbott and Rotoloni books. Numbers 
seen to date range from 100642-100648. 
This is the first version to have a machined 
area near the leading edge of the barrel that 
serves as a "stop" for the shade and prevents 
it from slid ing down onto the barrel. It also 
is th e first to have the large rear cap thJt 
completely covers the focusing bellows & t 
camera mount. This lens was made with an 
mount and the example I have is #100648 . This 
t ype was suppli ed in a large grey hammer tone 
steel carrying case , which was not as heavy 
as later cases for the reflex types . 



The pkimakY kea~on 60k thi~ ~econd akticle on 
the 1000mm / 66.3 Re6lex-Nikkok to appeak with
~n the~e page~ i~ the kecent di4covekY 06 two 
example~ 06 the all black vek~ion.At the time 

wkote both my book and the 6ik~t akticle in 
he ]ouknal INHS-4J, no con6ikmed ~ekial num

bek~ 60k the black vek~ion had been kepokted, 
nOk any actual len~e~ known to have been col
lected. Thi~ ha~ all changed with the akkival 
06 the 2 len~e~ pictuked above . Th ey weke di~
coveked by Don Sellek~ and kepoktedly weke 
once the pkopekty 06 NASA and u~ed to photo
gkaph ale ouk 4pace launche~ ki ght thkough 
the Apollo ~light~. A~ you can ~ee they ake 

numbek~ 100635 & 100637 which, ba~ed on the 
pkobable ~takting point 06 100631, the 5th & 
7th ~uch len~e~ made! Pkiok to the4e len~e~, 
the only in60kmation on the black vek~ion con
~i~ted 06 ~evekal photogkaph~ di~tkibuted a
mong~t the eakly litekatuke. Ovek all the~e 
~mall pieee~ 06 in60kmation do not tell u~ 
much ~ince no numbek4 ake vi~ible and the pho
togkaph~ them~elve4 ake not veky u~uable. We 
can now, with the di~covekY 06 the4e len~e~, 
~how you what the black vek~ion keal'y looked 
like. All the photo~ 06 the two len~e~ weke 
~upplied by Von Sellek~ who ha~ ketained len~ 
#100637 60k hi~ collection. 



TY PE FOUR ... Same as TYPE THREE except in re
flex mount. 
The l enses mad e in direct refl e x mount (and 
not usable on the rangefinders) we r e given a 
new number sequence that was still based on 
the code of the lens designation. They s i mply 
turned the original RF sequen c e of "100631 " 
around a nd ca me up with " 631001 " . The mount 
on thi s l ens was changed in t wo ways . First , a 
permanent " NF " style tube was mounted in the 
same place as the rangefinder reflex housing 
forma lly occupied , with no modification to 
the focusing be llows ,which r emained a featur e 
t i ll the e nd . Also Ni kon realized that the 
mount would not support t he weight of the 
Nikon F with motor drive so a small adjust 
able pedesta l was provided to carry the extra 
we ight below the permanen t NF tube . The case 
had two inch wide straps added t o the outside 
to offer more protection, bu t was sti l l t he 
same grey hammertone . 

F.i.nally .we come to the probl em l e ns.This 
l e ns appears three times in Coope r & Abbott ' s 
late r books and is eve n i dentifi e d once as a 
500mm lens! This all b l ack len s has always 
been thought to be an e arly prototype , but it 
shares many more features with TYPE THREE & 
TYPE FOUR l e nses than with the TYPE ONE/ TWO ! ! 
It is likely an atte mpt to produce a lighte r 
lens . It is f inished in crink le & satin black 
has a machined stop for the shade and has pro
vision for the large rear cap , although the 
mountings do differ slightly . The lens has 
no handl es , which i s probably becau se of the 
fact the body was machined to a lighte r pro
file to save weight. This lens was made in RF 
mount. Interest ingly it is shown in one photo 
with a prototype 350mm lens ! The r e is also a 
change in the front mirror mount and the l e ns 
retaining & identification ring . It is not 
poss ibl e t o r ead the serial numbe r . I believe 
that despite the appea rance of this lens the 
same basic body casting was used. 

I have included photos supplied by Don 
Sellers & Bob Ro toloni of the "ne w" black l e n
ses recently discovered and a list of every 
photo of this l e n s I am aware of. Certainly 
this is the rarest of the later product ion 
lenses. If the numbe rs do start with 100631, 
which would fol low Nikon ' s practice,then l e ns 
100648 , being the hi ghes t seen t o date, sug 
gests that only "18" units were manufactured 
in RF mount !! I have used my l e n s and I've 
discovered that it has be tter contrast a nd 
sharpness than that found on later Nikon 
Mirrors. It was truly an amazing design! 

A v~ew 06 th e veky d~66ekent keak 6ace 06 the 
blac~ v e k ~~o n . Compake th~~ w~th the photo~ 
~n my b oo~ and ~n NHS-4, wh~ch ~how a latek 
le~~ that .ha~ cl~p~ to attach a keak cap that 
th~~ vek ~~on lac~~. Al~o note that th~~ len~ 
ha~ a ck~n~le 6~n~~h ovek ~t~ ent~ke ~uk6ace 
~n~tead 06 the ~at~n blac~ 6kont & keak ~uk-
6ace~ oound on the latek len~ . 

SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THE 1000/ F6.3 NIKKOR 

1. ) "The Nikon Rangefinder Camera ", R.Rotolo~ 
Hove Foto Book s . 1983 .. Page 152-153 . 

2 . ) "The Nikon System", Jeremy Haworth , Henry 
Greenwood & Co ., 1 969 , Pages 81 -8 5 . This 
work provides a rea l ly comp l ete review of 
the Tangefinder version used with the re
movable NF tube . 

3 .)" The Nikon Journal ", Nikon Historical Soc . 
June 1984 , artic l e by R. Ro t o l oni pages 5-
8 . This expands on the original work in 
his book and includes very good photos of 
l e ns #100648 . 

4 . ) "The Nikon F/ Nikkorma t Handbook , Cooper & 
Abbo t t , Amphoto Books , 1 96 8 . Pages 4- 2 , 
4-34 , 5- 72 , 5- 73 . Page 4- 3 4 shows the 1000 
be ing used at the '6 4 Olympics , and four 
lenses are shown . Pages 5-72&73- 2 lenses 
are shown , both the transi t ion Type 2 at 
the bottom of the page and a later Type 4 
at the top. It is interesting to note the 
Type 2 has a white shade . Optical formula 
shown on pag e 5-73 . 

5 . ) Nikon Ad, "Camera-35 Oct . 1961" . "The man 
with a Nikon F is master of all he sur
veys " . This ad shows what appears to be 
#100638 , and it is clearly an all black 
TYPE ONE ! 

6 . ) "Official Nikon F/N ikkore x F Manual ", lY6 ' 
Amphoto. Page 50-51 . These are the photo 
whe re the prototype all black is call e d 
both a 500mm/f5 and a 1000 / f6 . 3 ! 

7 . ) " Nikon/ Nikkormat Handbook ", Cooper , 1974, 
Amphoto , page 1-20 . Prototype all black 
shown with a prototype 350mm . No numbers 
are readable . 



Cl. -
BODY COLOR MACHINED FOR SHADE SHADE COLOR ~EAR CAP MOUNT CASTING // HANDLES CASE St:' .. ~AL // 

100635 BLACK NO BLACK NO RF 10 YES NO 
ROTOLONI CRINKLE 

100637 BLACK NO BLACK NO RF 6 YES NO 
SELLERS CRINKLE 

100XXX GREY/BL. NO WHITE NO RF NA YES NA 
CRINKLE 

100642 GREY YES BLACK YES RF 8 or 3 YES YES 
CRINKLE *** 
BLACK ** 

ENDS 

100643 SAME AS YES BLACK YES RF NA YES YES 
RUBIN ABOVE 

100648 SAME AS YES BLACK YES RF 9 YES YES 
KRUGHOFF ABOVE 

631020 SAME AS YES BLACK YES F* NA YES YES 
ANGLE ABOVE 

631035 SAME AS YES BLACK YES F NA YES YES 
RUBIN ABOVE 

631047 SAME AS YES BLACK YES F NA YES YES 
KRUGHOFF ABOVE 

---

*-This lens was converted from F mount to RF mount after manufacture. 

**-This lens and those that follow have a grey crinkle finished barrel with satin black ends to distinguish them from 
//100XXX , which has a grey crinkle barrel and a black crinkle finished rear surface. 

***-The casting number can be read as either a 3 or an 8. 

The cha~t above by F~ed K~u9h066 
compa~e~ the 6eatu~e~ 06 all the 
known example~ 06 the "7000" 60~ 
wh~ch we have any 6actual ~n60~
mat~on at th~~ t~me.The photo on 
the le6t ~ltu~t~ate~ the ~hade & 
cap ~n the ~to~ed po~~t~on. 

~ 



The following information is in the form 
of a supplement to Fred's comprehensive cover
age . The p hotos of the 2 black l enses in this 
article were supp li~d by me mber Don Sellers . 
In add i tion , L have reproduced on the follow
ing pages most o[ th e mate ri a l listed in his 
bibliography plus two additional sources . Th ey 
are th e first off icial dea l e r sheets on the 
Nikon ~ that wer e d i stribut e d and which a l so 
cover th~ sr , which was still in production . 
The second ite m is from a very ear l y Nikon F 
brochun' which shows a 'l'YPE 'l'WO l ens alld also 
USl' S d'; its lJdck cover the very SdlllC photo in 
the Nikon ild that fred men tion s . By the way , 
I hcl\-e used this very ad for the rear cover 
of tl1is Journal to tie in with the article . 

All of the information 011 the early all 
black l enses is ne w since publication of my 
book . When I was writing it I kne w of the ex 
istence o[ the black version from the photos 
mentioned in this article. However , at that 
time no actual l enses were known to me nor 
any verilied se rial numbers , thus Lhe black 
type was not shown ill th e book . This article 
is the result of continuing research into all 
aspects o[ the RF system that is a ~oint ef 
fort o[ various me mbe rs of the Soc~ety and 
has , in the la st fi ve years , uncovered an im
mense amount of n e w information and facts . I 
would like to thank Fre d and Don [or making 
this artic l e possible . 

\\\ 

The photo above i a the one that appea~~ in 
the 1974 edi.ti.on 06 the N -<.konI N ikko~ mat hand
book on page 1-20. Not e the lack 06 handl e~ & 
the ~atin black 6~ont & ~ea~ ~im~. It haa a 
di66e~ent ~i g ht, a machined ~top 60k a ~ had e , 
a di.o6ekellt idellti6icati.oll king up 6kont and, 
what appeak~ to be a ~lightly aete~ed 6hape 
to the ba~~el it~el6 . At the ~i g ht i~ a d~aw-
HI 9 0 6 tit e l ate ~ 9 key v e ~ ~ i 0 11 ~ e e n i nth e I ~ t 
Nikoll Handbook 6kom 1968. Not e the outline 06 
the kea~ cap 8 the tilly pede~tal unde~ the NF 
.tube melltiolled ill the a~ticle . 

r~ymy~1r\1i\r ~Tf"' -- ) _,: .. '~ r 
, , 

"'Big Bertha" catadioptric lenses used with Nikon 
cameras for sports photography at 1964 Olympic 
games in Japan. 

Th i4 photo i4 Oil page 4- 34 06 the I~t Nikoll 
Halldbook . A total 06 60u~ 1000mm Nikko~4 ca ll 
be ~een. Th~ee a~e 06 .the TYPE 3 !o~ 41 while 
the 60u~th len~ !ba~ely vi~ibeeJ appe a~~ .to 
have a white 6hade. 
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Dimensions of Reflex-Nikkor 1:6.3 f::::1000mm. 



Above ~~ #/00637 w~th ~hade mounted. Theke ~~ 
no ~top and th~~ ~hade w~ll l~tekally ~l~de 
ba~k to the handle~! At k~ght ~~ the ~llu~tka
t~on that appeak~ ~n the ok~g~nal N~kon F dea
lek ~heet~. It la~k~ handle~ and appeak~ ~den
t~~al to that ~een on page 6. Below ~~ nkom 
an eakly N~kon F pamphlet. Th~~ len~ ~~ the 
~YPE TwO ment~oned ~n the akt~~le. It appeak~ 
~ent~~al to the bla~k len~ EXCEPT that the 

bakkel ~~ gkey ~k~nkle and the ~hade ha~ been 
pa~llted wh~te! See page 9!! 

lOOOmm f6 .3 REFLEX-NIKKOR 
Supplied in fitted metal case, 
with front and rear caps and 
lens hood. 
LN195-A high resolution super
telephoto providing 20x magnifi
cation with a 2.5 0 angle of view. 
Reflecting type. Features 3-
elements; stops to f22; closest 
focusing distance is 100 feet. 
Has 4 built-in interchangeable 
fi lters. 

Reflex-Nikkor lOOOmm F : 6.3 

Catadioptric system. Stopped down to F: 22 · 

by means of built-in neutral density filters . 
Pictu re angle: 2°30'. Closest focus distance: 
100ft. Attachment size: screw-in 5Zmm P= 1mm. 
Built-in color filters on revolver. Preset dia
phragm. Weight: 10 kg. Supplied with slip· 
on hood and metal carrying cast'. 



SOOmm f / s Reflex-Nikkor 

D' · . · , · . 
· . · . , . · . 

o 
makes an amazingly compact combination mirror and lens, 
the SOOmm f/S Nikkor Reflex. The optical system, known 
as a catadioptric, allows this sensationally long focal length 
to be hand-held at reasonable shutter speeds since it' s only 
7~ inches long and weighs but 3 1,4 pounds. Its closest 
focusing distance is SO ft. It comes complete with S screw-in 
filters that fit the rear of the lens. Because it is exactly the 
same focal length as the all-glass SOOmm Nikkor lens, it 
covers the same SO angle. This is truly the sports or nat
uralist photographer's dream lens. 

Th i~ i~ t he page t hat F~ ed me nt io n~ w h e ~ e t he 
1000mm i~ al40 u~ed t o i l lu 6 t ~a t e th e 500mm 
65 Mi~~o ~ le n ~ !! It i~ page 51 i n th e boo k 
enti t le d "066icial Ni k on F / Nikk o~e x F Ma nua l " 
pub li~ h e d i n 196 2 . Agai n it i ~ t he ~a m e han f 
dlele~~ len~ ~een on page 6! The botto m ph o
to i~ the ~a m e le n ~ 6~o m a d i 66 e ~ e nt poin t 06 
view . Th i6 t i me we c an ~ee that a Niko n F ha~ 
been moun ted u ~ing an NF tu b~ . 

lOOOMM f/ 6.3 NIKKOR: THE LONGEST 

By using a reflecting principle employing two mirrors as 
in giant telescopes, Nippon Kogaku has evolved a super 
compact but super long tele lens of fantastic performance. 
It covers a field of view of only 2.S 0 , focuses as close as 
100 ft. , accepts a slip-on lens hood and four S2mm screw-in 
filters on an internal revolving filter disc. Yellow, red , orange 

1000mm f / 6.3 Nikkor 



REFLEX·NIKKOR 1:6.3 f = 1000mm (Disc.) 

The 6amou4 page 6kom the 6ik4t Ni~on Handboo~ 
by Coopek & Abbott! The len4 on the bottom i4 
the TYPE TWO vek4ion. You can 4ee that it i4 
identica~ to the TYPE ONE blac~ ~en4 EXCEPT 
that the 4hade ha4 been painted white 4ave 
60k a nakkOW blac~ band at it4 keak, and the 
bakkel i6 gkey ckin~le, while the keak edge 
i~ 4til~ blac~ ckin~le! Thi6 ~en~ would come 
acitek #100637 but be60ke #100642!!! How many 
could have been made? One, Ok two Ok thkee?? 
The uppek len4 i4 eithek a TYPE 3 Ok 4 4ince 
we cannot tell i6 the NF tube i4 pekmanent Ok 
not, which i4 keally the only way to di66ek
entiate between them . Thi~ i4 the type 4een 
~n both my boo~ and NHS-4 and have been 4een 
with numbek4 between #/00642 & #/00648 in RF 

until How many could have been made 06 thi4 
per? 

... 
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BY CALVIN K. HO 

Most of us are accustomed to seeing the 
versatile Nikon F equipped with one or anoth
er of the Nikon Photomic finders. Yet, the or
iginal "F" exposure meter was actually of the 
clip-on variety, employing the selenium cell 
technology of the era in which the Nikon "F" 
premiered in June 1959.While not as high tech 
as the Photomic F cadmium sulfide meter that 
would appear in early 1962, the Nikon F clip
on meter provided more than adequate accuracy 
and sensitivity for most photographic purpos
es. In addition, it allowed the "F" to retain 
metering with alternative viewfinders attach
ed.For this reason the clip-on meter was made 
available concurrently with Photomic finders 
until 1968. 

From the first production models the "F" 
was equipped with the familiar shutter wheel 
pin and notched aperture ring on the Auto-Nik
kors allowing controls to be cross-coupled. 
This coupling method lasted throughout the 
lifespan of the "F", and was retained in the 
F2 series up to, and including, the F2SB in 
1976! Among top-of-line SLRs, the dual exter
nal coupling is unique to the "F" series, and 
is probably the single feature that allowed 
the "F" to endure over its competitors,and to 
go on, in the words of Ehrenreich, "defying 
obsolescence." Nippon Kogaku surely realized 
the importance of their cross-coupling system 
for it was heavily patented, explaining why 
no other camera has this singularly Nikon fea
ture. 

Nippon Kogaku produced three models of 
the clip-on meter for the "F". All of them se
cure onto the front nameplate by means of me
tal claws engaged by a spring lever on the 
side of the meter. Attaching the meter places 
the secondary shutter speed wheel over the ca
mera's and sets the aperture coupling pin a
bove the lens mount in a position to couple 
with Auto-Nikkors. Since the meter obscures 
the camera's nameplate, "Nikon" was separate
ly engraved on the meter's left face, in a 
smaller font identical to that on the SP! 

The Model I was introduced with the "F" 
in 1959 and was produced til the end of 1960. 
(Actually , the meter was at first simply call
ed the "Nikon Photoelectric Exposure Meter", 
being the only model available at the time) . 
It was replaced with the Model 3, which con
tinued to be listed in price sheets through 
1967. The two models are operationally identi
cal and differ only in styling, and as such , 

they are the subjects in this first of two ar
ticles. The second article will feature the 
lesser known Model 2, another version produc
ed concurrently with the Model I that lacked 
several features. Less information is avail
able for this model, for it was apparently 
never listed in price sheets, nor advertised 
in any other way. 

The distinguishing feature of the Model 
I meter is its rounded needl e housing. Even 
though production of the Model I & RF meters 
overlapped several years, they bear no resem
blances and share no external hardware such 
as dials, needle housing, or even the meter 
cell panel, which is honey-combed on the RF 
meter,but comprised of an array of very small 
squares ~n the "F" version.In addition to the 
major innovation of aperture coupling,the "F" 
meter offered a number of other improvements 
over the RF variety. The selenium cell is lar
ger, allowing 25% greater sensitivity,and the 
pop-open front metal cover normally used in 
bright light is missing. Instead, the Model I 
is equipped with an internal shunt that auto
matically switches between low and high sensi
tivities, depending on the shutter and aper
ture settings. The meter houses a single indi
cator needle and two guide forks--one in sil
ver for low sensitivity , and one in gold for 
high sensitivity. To use the meter one simply 
bracketed the needle with either indicator 
fork by setting shutter speed or aperture,and 
that was it! Provision is made for a plastic 
translucent incident attachment that slides 
horizontally over the meter cell , and the 
Model I accepts the booster identical to that 
for the RF meter. Finally, etched next to the 
needle window are filter factor markings, one 
of which is enclosed in an etched square to 
indicate the correction factor with the boo
ster attached. Although the boosters for the 
reflex & RF meters are identical, the enhance
ment factor for the Model I (3.2X) is lower 
than that of the RF meter (4X) because of the 
larger selenium cell. 

The Model I was superseded by the Model 
3 at the beginning of 1961. The most notable 
difference in the Model 3 lies in the meter 
needle housing, which is angular and clipped. 
This shape more closely parallels the angular~ 
styling of the Nikon F body. The incident at-~ 
tachment slides on vertically rather than 
horizontally. This actually offered a subtle 
improvement in usability , for the vertical 



F~ont v~ew 06 Model 1 (6~ont le6t) & 
Model 3 (~ea~ ~~ght) cl~p-on mete~~. 
They d~66e~ p~~ma~~ly only ~n co~me
t~c deta~i~. ~uch a~ the ~ounded nee 
die hou~~ng 06 the Model l ' and po~~
t~on~ng 06 the 6~lte~ 6acto~~. They 
a~e othe~w~~e ope~at~onally ~dent~cal 

A compa~~~on 06 the Model 1 
& RF mete~~. The mete~ hou~
~ng ~~ ~l~ghtly mo~e compact 
~n the ~e61ex mete~.Although 
the ~enlex and RF ve~~~on~ 
we~e co-p~oduced. they ha~d
!y ~e~emb!e one anothe~!The 
only common exte~nal 6eatu~e 
~eem~ to be the boo~te~ cl~p 
on the ie6t end 06 both. 

Nikon 

r 

Nikon 

Rea~ v~ew 06 Model 1 (top ~~9ht) and 
Model 3 (lowe~ le6t).Both mete~~ had 
a ~et 06 p~nce~ claw~ de~~gned to at
tach ~ecu~ely onto the came~a'~ name 
plate. 



plate could still be attached when the boo
ster cell was already mounted, whereas in the 
Model I th e booster hindered attaching the 
horizontally mounted plate . Lastly, the fil
ter factors have been moved to the far corner 
of the ASA dia 1. In all other respects the 
Model 3 Rppears ide ntical to the Model I. 

Serial numbers for the Model I appear to 
begin at 970001 and go up to at least 978723 , 
but stop somewhere below 980780,(the number 
of the earliest recorded Model 3) for a total 
production of 9 ,0 00-10 ,000 units. Model 3 num
bers continue to 991894 for a production of 
at l east another 11,000 units. Thereafter a 
new serial number block 20XXXX is seen. There 
is so far only one recorded example bearing a 
"20" serLll number prefix, so total produc
tion figures for the Model 3 cannot be esti 
mated at present. 

Regarding serial numbers for reflex me
t ers , it is interesting that their assigned 
block immed iately follows the ~6XXXX block of 
late RF meters, possibly explaining why Nikon 
changed over to the 7-digit RF meters. Accord
ing to this theory, the 97XXXX series of 
Mode l Is we r e made concurrently with the 96XX 
RF meters around 1959-60, and the astounding 
numbers of RF meters produced meant that they 
soon would spill into the reflex numbers.Thus 
the decision to add another digit to avoid 
serial numbe r overlap . To further speculate , 
if the last 6-digit RF meter was, for illus
tration purposes , 963000 (96-3000), then the 
first 7-digit me ter may ha ve bee n numbered 
9623001 (96-2-3001) . Interestingly,the latest 
recorcled 6-digit meter is 962527, and the ear
liest 7-digit is 9623521 ! 

No variations are known for the Model 
meter,but there is one minor variation in the 
Model I. In the earliest version that was in
troduced with the "F" in 1959, the meter's 
aperture coupling pin is attached to a more 
substantial thumb notch, making it easier to 
grip when mating it to the lens. This feature 
is found on meters numbered up to at least 
973519 , but was later reduced to a pointed 
grip r e tained on the Model 3 , which actually 
is harder to grasp . Why Nikom would take this 
backward step in ergonomic design isnt clear. 
It is possible that since the grip sits right 
on top of , & partially obscures the aperture 
#s on the lens, the larger grip could make it 
more difficult for the user to read aperture 
values off the lens. 

No leathe r case was provided, since , sim
ilar in concept to the Mini-35 R~ finder , they 
were meant to fit in the everready case while 
attached to the camera. Indeed,many have come 
with Nikon F outfits mounted on the camera . 
Bought separately , the Model I and 3 were sup
plied in a gold box with green velvet lining. 
It is likely that on l y chrrnne models exist , 
since black meters have not bee n seen , and 
black Nikon Fs have come fitted with their 
original chrome meters. Meters with "EP" 
markings are known and appear to be inter
spersed with non-EP meters. The introductory 
price of th e Model I in 1959 was $34.50 . The 
price gradually increased over the years 
with the last listed price of the Model 3 a 
$39.00 in 1967. 

An eakly Ni~on "F" 6itted with a boo~teked 
Model I and the 6ik~t vek~ion 06 the Ni~~Ok-S 
5cm 62.0 len~. Thi~ i~ what a meteked "F" out-
6it pUkcha~ed in 1959 would loo~ l~~e. 16 the 
boo~tek attachmtnt loo~~ 6amiliak to RF 6an~, 
it~ becau~e it i~ the identical item/when the 
boo~tek i~ attached to the Model I, the hOki
zontal incident plate cannot be kemoved wit~
out 6ik~t detaching the boo~tek. Thi~ incon
venience wa~ latek eliminated by de~igning 
the plate to ~lide on vektically on the 3. 



------------------1. 
Wai4t level Ni~on "F" with a Model 3 and the 
6ik4t vek4ion 06 the 6a4t Ni~~Ok-S 5.8Qm 61.4 
len4. The Qlip-on metek4 weke de4igned to al
low the view6indek4 & len4e4 to be intekQhang
ed without having to detaQh the metek. All Qa
meka opekation4 Qan be u4ed with the metek at
taQhed, and even the metek'4 z@kO adju4tment 
4QkeW, whiQh lie4 below the needle hou4ing,i4 
4till aQQe44ible. BeQaU4e it pkovided a way 
to ketain Qoupled meteking with alteknative 
view6indek4 attaQhed, the Qlip-on metek4 weke 
4till available dUking the eka 06 PhotomiQ 
meteking up until 1968 . 

A Qompaki4on 06 Model4 I & 3 mounted on . Ni~on 
" F"4. Fitted on the Qamek a, they pkov~ded a 
QompaQt 4hooting akkange ment, and added only 
40z. 06 additional weight . The Qameka evek
keady Qa4e 60k the "F" wa4 de4igned with ex
tka 4paQe on top to aQQommodate the 6itted me
tek, and theke60ke , no 4epak ate Qa4e wa4 pkO
vided 60k the metek it4el6 · 

N i~on Qlip-on metek4 Qame 6itted in plu4h 
gkeen velveteen lined boxe4.The 4ame type 
06 gold box wa4 pkovided 60k th e Mod el I, 
but wa4 makked "Ni~on Exp04uke Metek" but 
without ke6ekenQe to the model numbek be 
Qau4e no othek metek wa4 available 60k th e 
"F " at the time. 
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BY HAYATO UEYAMA 

Back in NlIS-IO there appeared an article 
by member Peter Dechert, best known for his 
concise and authoritative hi story of the en 
tire Canon rangefinder series, detailing the 
various types of NIKKOR optics that were made 
for the earliest Canons. The appropriate ti
tle was "The Earliest Nikkors", since these 
"lenses, though made in Canon bayonet or screw 
mount, represent the earliest photographic op
tics for 35mm cameras made by Nippon Kogaku, 
long before the Nikon I arrived. As a matter 
of fact the first normals made for their new 
"NIKON" were simply re-mountings of the same 
f2.0 & f3.5 lenses made for the earlier Canon 
bodies during the short "marriage" of Nippon 
Kogaku & Seiki Kogaku. 

It is this relationship that bridges the 
gap between Canon and Nikon collectors and in
creases our interest in these lenses.Although 
none can ever be mounted on your favorite 52 , 
the fact that they represent the ancestors of 
the lens line you are very familiar with, as
sures their place in Nikon history and in the 
Nikon Journal. No study of the history of N-K 
can be complete without detailed coverage of 
their optics and optical skill, and no such 
coverage can be called objective without al
lowing for the fact that our famous Nikkors 
did not just come out of nowhere on the Nikon 
I in 1947! There had been a long period of de
velopement, designing and testing that result 
ed in the Canon-Nikkors and that gave N-K- ad
ditional knowledge that proved useful when it 
came time to design their own system. We as 
Nikon collectors and users today owe some 
gratitude to these earliest Nikkors for they 
helped pave the way for the many fine optics 
we would find available for our Nikons in the 
fifties. 

Peter's article was a very detailed list
ing of each type of lens arranged by serial 
number and, in many cases, the number of the 
Canon body to which they were matched . Even 
though it was not accompanied by any illustra
tions, it actually contained more numerical 
information on these early lenses than was gi
ven in Peter's book. The fact that no photos 
were used left room for a follow up article 
that I've wanted to do for some time hoping 
that some of these rare lenses would come my 
way. However, to date none have . But I've got 
something better than I had hoped for.Another 
of our members is very much into the earlier 

Canons and actually collaborated with Peter 
on his book. He is Mr. Hayato Ueyama and he 
is responsible for the absolutely beautiful 
set of photos in this article. Using Peter's 
article and book as a guide, it becomes evi
dent that some of these lenses,to say nothing 
of the cameras themselves, are very rare and 
unusual and exist today in extremely limited 
numbers. But they do exist and some of the 
best remaining specimens will be illustrated 
in these pages _ Each is mounted on an equally 
unusual body and in many cases the original 
camera to which it was mated. In the case of 
the bayonet Canons , the normals were about 
all that were available and sets found today 
would represent an original pairing of lens & 
body that have survived all these years as 
unit. All in all , the photos in this article 
and any that follow , illustrate not only some 
of the rarest of Canons, but also some of the 
most difficult to find and historically im
portant Nikkor optics in existence today, and 
help form a bridge back to the very beginning 
of the relationship between 35mm photography 
and Nippon Kogaku,K.K. 

A e~o~e-up v~ew 06 the ~pee~al N~kon de~~9ned 
bayonet 60eu~~ng mount u~ed on the Han~a and 
Se~k~ Canon~. A ~~m~la~ ~nne~ bayonet mount 
would be u~ed mueh ~ate~ on N~kon'~ own 
eame~a! 



------------------~~ 

The above i4 a vekY eakly Han4a Canon w~th an 
N-K mount #129. TIle lel14 -i.¢ one 06 the e.akli
_ ~t 63.5 N<i2koJt ,) arId ha~ the ul1U6ua( "blac.k 
~ac.e". It -i.6 40 eakly that theJte i6 no 4eJt-i.al 

numbek on the lell¢ ~t6elo! Ac.c.okding ·to Petek 
Vec.hekt, the 6ik6t numbeJted len4e4 begin at a
bout #50501 illdic.at-i.Ylg that N-K believed that 
they had pkoduc.ed appJtox-i.mately 500 no,mal 
ien4e4 be60Jte dec.idHlg to IlUmbek each illdiv~d
uai len4. Howevek, m04t c.ollec.t~d blac.k 6ac.e 
Nikkok4 aJte 60 ea![ly that they lac.k 4eJt-i.al 
numbek6. 

Below i6 an even eaJtl-i.ek numbeJted Han¢a Canon 
w-i.th N-K mount #68 ! It -i.4 6-i.tted with a kaJte 
c.hkome 6<ni6hed 63.5 N-i.kko. wh~c.h 6till lack6 
a 4eJtial numbe •. Even deweJt un-numbe![ed 63.5 
len~e6 ex-i.~t -i.n chkome 6ac.e than -i.n the beac.k 
6ac.e . ~h-i.le the above c.ameJta had a metal ma6k 
on tile 6,01lt 06 the v-i.ew6-i.ndeJt, the loweJt bo
dy -i.6 6itted w-i.tft a 6-i.l/deJt that -i.l/clude ~ the 
6-i.etd 06 view c.ove![ed by a 35mm 60cae lel/gtft 
ien4! Howe.veJt, only one ¢uc.h lell ~ Ira6 61Jowl1 
up to date , and it -i.4 in the c.ollectiol/ 06 
the JCII MU6eUm ill Tokljo! 



~~-----------------

Above i~ yet anothe~ Han~a Canon but with the 
50mm 64.5 Nikko~ mounted. It i~ £en~ #5058, 
which, 60~~owing Nikon'~ u~ua~ p~actice, may 
be eithe~ ~en~ #8 O~ #58, in thi~ ~e~ie~!Note 
the ~upe~b condition 06 thi~ example. 

8elow i~ Canon S #77459 with Nikko~ 62.8 len~ 
#50272. The 62.8 ~en~ i4 an unu~ua~ item in 
it~ own ~ight, but thi~ example i~ even mo~e 
inte~e~ting 6o~ the 6act that thi~ len~ i~ 
mi~-en9~aved! Note that the len4 6ace ~ead~ 
"NIKKO" and not "NIKKOR"!! A double ~a~ity!! 
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TALES OF NIPPON KOGAKU!! 

Following last issue's article on early 
lens coating efforts at Nippon Kogaku , K. K., it 
seems only right to continue our discussion 
on post-war Nikkor optics . As mentioned ear
lie r, one of the reasons N-K based its prewar 
high speed normal lenses for the Canon camera 
on the Sonnar, was that this particular opti
cal formula had only 6 air-to-glass surfaces . 
Now, for pre-war lenses this was very impor
tant, since without modern anti-refl ection 
coatings, camera lenses made with the more 
complex Gauss design have less contrast than 
those patterned after the Tessar based German 
Sonnar. But by the time Nippon Kogaku brought 
out its first Nikon camera lens coatings and 
fast lenses were hot topics due to increases 
in the us e of color film.Early reversal color 
films with their low ASA speeds forced camera 
makers to develop faster & better lenses . So 
by the late 1940's the push was on at Nippon 
~gaku to develop an alternative wide aper. re l ens to that of the standard 50mm/ f2 Nik

kor. Hence , enter the rare 50mm/fl . 8 l e ns!The 
only thing which is more unusual than the 1 . 8 
itself is why Nippon Kogaku failed to mass 
produce it. Perhaps we can resolve a few ques 
tions concerning this lens. 

First of all, based on available informa
tion, N-K apparently had every inte ntion of 
placing the 50mm/l.8 into production with the 
50rnm/2 .0 Nikkor.ln fact , in a May 1949 ad , the 
Nikon l e ns line-up for their new camera con
sisted of the following: 5cm f2, fl.8, 1 3 . 5cm 
f4, and the 8.5cm f2.So what happened between 
the time of this ad and October 1949 when the 
50mm/ l.5 lens was announced? We know that the 
Nikkor 1.8 project was started in early 1948 
when the Gauss based design for the lens was 
completed . It took nearly one full year before 
Nippon Kogaku was able to produce three , and 
only three, prototype fl.8 lenses for testing 
purposes. Why such a long time to make these 
few trial lenses? One explanation might be 
Nippon Kogaku was unable to obtain e nough op
tical glass for the fl.8 design. After all, 
even the common f2.0 lens had three post-war 
optical formulas due to the fact the factory 
was unable to manufacture BaFIO glass for the 
preferred f2 Type-A design. The shortage of 
this glass forced N-K to make modifications 
to the original post-war 50mm/f2. In the Type-

• 

version, a substitute glass (BaF 9) was used 
ltil June of 1948 when the factory was able 
o produce more BaFIO glass and resume Type-A 

production. So, it is entirely possible that 
the 50mm/f l.8 Nikkor, with its advance d opti
cal design, required glass that Nippon Kogaku 

BY JOHN BAIRD 
was unable to manufacture or import in suffi
cient amounts to allow for economical mass 
production of this new lens. 

Perhaps another reason for the discontin
uation of the fl . 8 project was that the maxi
mum aperture was nearly that of the f2. And 
besides, the fl.8 was nearly the same speed 
as the newly arrived 50mm/fl.5 l e ns , which,by 
all definitions of the day , was a very fast 
lens ! So , here we have the fl.8--difficult to 
manufacture due to the various types of rare 
earth glass , internal optical construction & 
lens coating requirements.Where 's the bargain 
in having two normal lenses with speeds of 
fl.8 & fl.5, when it made more sense to have 
a pair of normals nearly a full stop apart as 
the f2 & fl . 5? Until a comparison test is 
done betwee n the 1.8 & 2.0 Nikkors, one could 
speculate that the performance of the 1.8 was 
not that much better , if at all, than the f2, 
which had already won great praise from post
war camera fans for its sharpness & contrast.· 
It is interesting to note that when N-K de
signed the fl.5, and later the fl.4, they set
tled on the Sonnar design for both! This fact 
t e nds to support the position that the Gauss 
desiyn, in N-K's opinion, did' not equal the 
Sonnar based 50mm/f2 . 0 Nikkor. 

Finally the d e mise of the fl.8 might be 
found in it 's physical l eng th. In a folding 
mount the movement of a Sonnar type lens is 
slight (about 10mm) when compared to a Gauss 
type(with a movement of nearly 18mm).With the 
move to rigid mounts, Zeiss eventually drop
ped the folding Sonnar. On the other hand, 
even after the optician H. W. Lee worked the 
Gauss-Planar-Summar design over in 1920, the 
overall length of this type was still greater 
than the Tessar derived Sonnar. Perhaps N-K 
found this feature objectionable whe n compar
ed to its compact Sonnar based f2 Nikkor . Per
haps this was the reason N-K finally went to 
the rigid mount lenses. 

For whatever reason, of all the l enses 
made for the Nikon RF series, the fl .8 has to 
be the rarest. But all is not lost for those 
supporters of Gauss type lenses . As in the 
case of Leica & Contax, with each company tak
ing a different approach to normals ... Leitz
Gauss & Zeiss-Sonnar ... the Japanese were no 
different. As Nikon adopted the Sonnar types, 
Canon sided with Gauss when Hiroshi Ito de
signed the 50/fl.8 Serenar in 1951. Why 
should anything be different when Canon took 
on Nikon for the Japanese 35mm RF system 
crown after the war, than it had been with 
Leitz and 2eiss before the war? 
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Rep~oduced above i~ the May 1949 ad mentioned 
in ]ohn'~ a~ticle in which the 50mm 61.8 ten~ 
i~ actually mentioned. One 91a~in9 omi6~ion 
~n thi~ ad i~ the 3.5cm 63. 5 len~ which , ba6ed 
on all Ou~ in60~mation , exi~ted well bedo~e 
thi~ date! Howeve~, the impo~tant point he~e 
i~ that the 61 . 8 len~ i6 actually mentioned 
in p~int, and it~ ~elea~e mu~t have been at 
lea~t contemplated at thi~ time ! On the ~i9ht 
i~ the actual optical 60~mula 06 the 5cm dl.8 
len~ which, a~ _mentioned in the text, i~ 06 
the Gau~~ type and not a Sonna~ 60kmula. 

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

From Walter Bradley ... 
Let me begin by telling you how much I look 
forward to receiving each issue of the "NHS " 
Journal. I read the description of the conven
tion with notable envy since I couldn't quite 
arrange to be there . I have a modest collec
tion of Nikon equipment and have enjoyed at
t e nding local camera shows for years . I have 
d e cide d to s e t up a table myself at the Sep
t e mbe r show in Houston. I don't have a lot to 
se ll, so I plan also to display some of my Ni
ko n c oll e ction as "not for sal e ". I'm writing 
t o you to see wh e the r it would b e us e ful and 
appr opriate for me to represe nt the Society, 
i n sofa r a s di s pla y ing copies of our Journal & 
i n v iting ~eopl e to join. If this see ms r e ason
ab l e t o you i s the r e such a thing as an offi
c i a l a p p li ca ti o n f orm for the NHS? If so how 
to I ge t a s upp l y for my show? I hope to have 
some so rt o f ba nn e r for my tabl e , and might 
wa nt t o use the NHS logo, but onl y with your 
writt e n app rova l. In this regard I worry whe 
t he r the NH S should get legal pro t e ction for 
the name a nd logo to protect against possible 
unauthori zed use ... an example is some kind of 
"rip o f f" promotion. (The Convention items 
made b y the members are fine ... I wish I had 
one of the T-shirts!) But it is something to 
think about. Thanks again for publishing such 
a fine j ourna 1 . 

Some answers are needed here. First of all,in 
response to Walter's letter , I have had some 
professionally typeset and printed official 
NHS application forms prepared . I can make an 
amount of these available to ANY member who 
feels that he can help the Society by taking 
them to shows in various sections of the coun
try, and the world for that matter , and dis
playing them before the public. It strikes me 
as a v e ry efficient form of promotion and I'd 
appr e ciate a member giving up some very valu
able tabl e space for such a venture . I ' ve had 
500 forms alre ady printed up and we lcome any 
further off e r s such as Walt e r's. As for the 
matt e r of prote cting our name and logo I f ee l 
that I could do this for the name but I ' m not 
so sur e about the logo. Remember that the NHS 
logo consi s t s of the old, and now totally d e 
funct N-K logo, topped by our 3 l e tters. I am 
not sure that something like this can b e pro
tected but would we lcome any thoughts on the 
subj e ct by the membe rs.Do we have any lawyers 
in the Society?? (RJR) 
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LETTER5 ... (CONT.) 
From Akito Tamla ... 
You already know of the existence of 7-digit 
85mm/f2 Nikkors such as #9031155 in Leica SM. 
Once I saw a 85/f2 in Nikon mount #9031156 in 
Tokyo Ginza. Another interesting number was 
in Shutte rbug in May 88' & listed as #389252. 
My records show the 85 / f2 as 296xxx then they 
go to #396xxx, but no batches with #38xxxx!Do 
you think this is a mis-print? Do you know of 
any lenses starting with #38x? 
Nippon Kogaku engraved most of its lenses in 
centimeters such as ... 2.1cm, 2.5cm .... 13.5cm, 
25cm ... lOOcm. The only exception was the very 
late Olympic 1.4 which is . engraved 50mm! But 
there is another example. The very latest pro
duction of the 13.5cm lenses are engraved as 
135mm f3. 5! It is possible that other lenses 
of very late production may also be marked in 
millimeters, but I cannot confirm as yet. 
**************************** * **** * ************ 
Tamla-san ... As your records show I too have 
no 85mm lenses between the 296 & 396 batches. 
It is probable that the lens you mention is ~ 
mis-print. As for lenses in millimeters I was 
only aware of the Olympic since I have never 
seen an example of the very late 135s.Is this 
the latest lenses that are engraved with both 

t and meters? 

From Masato Imanishi ... 

Thank you very much for providing us with the 
NIKON JOURNAL, which gives us great enjoyment 
and help with our studies . I think that most 
of the members were disappointed at the chang
ing of the name of Nippon Kogaku K.K. to just 
Nikon and I am one who was very disillusioned 
by this. I had already known of the change & 
I told many Nikon people not to do it. 
In Japan there has been a great tendency a
mong big corporations to change their names & 
logos for a fresher image and to increase its 
sales. We call this procedure "CI" (Corpora
tion Identity). To my sorrow, N-K is one who 
has done "CI". 
By the way I was really impressed by the cap 
and T-shirts that were shared at the 1st. NHS 
Convention & I think there might be many mem
bers who would want to get them. So how about 
talking to the gentlemen who made them to see 
if they can make them again and if it is pos
sible let us know in a future issue? 

From Mike Symons ... 
Congratulations are in order! NHS-20 was just 
fantastic! Loved everyone of the expanded 24 
pages. The article on the Stereo was a mouth 
watering treat. The photos of all the parts 

.. 

this outfit were simply the most detailed 
of us have ever seen ! I will begin immedi

ely to haunt all pawnshops and garage sales 
looking for an outfit like this. The Conven-
tion portion was very well done and brought 
back lots of fond me mories. Lets do it again 
in a couple of years . I will be there you can 
count on that! 

From Stephen Gandy ... 
SOME NIKON MYSTERIES .. (For your enjoyment!) 
MYSTERY #1 .. 135mm in strange mount in NHS-21. 
Bill Fraker & I have determined that the lens 
is in an ALP A mount and is a modification of 
a Leica screw thread l ens . The question is 
was it done by the factory? My guess is yes, 
since the adapter finish is identical to the 
lens barrel.I feel it was a prototype to help 
guage the len 's marketability. 
MYSTERY #2 .. 0rigin of 105/ 4 RF Nikkor. 
As Bob stated in his book, the origins of the 
105 / 4 are puzzling.Why should Nikon introduce 
a slower lens than its very popular f2 .5 at 
the end of the rangefinder era when they were 
already slowing production? Since the reflex 
l e ns es were adapted from the RF versions the 
assumption has always been that this was also 
true for this lens. Maybe not! Imagine your
self a Nikon executive in 1959. The sales suc
cess of your new premium pro SLR is forcing a 
reduction in your old standby rangefinder sys
tem. You inte nd to make your new "F" the most 
complete system camera ever made with lenses 
from 21 to 1000. A new reflex 105 /2 .5 is on 
the way but suppose the 2.5 is not everyone's 
cup of tea. Could a market for a lighter, less 
expensive reflex lens that also focused clos
er exist? Nikon would test the market. It was 
recognized as a calculated risk from a market
ing standpoint , but then so was the "F"!! Ni
kon was innovatively blazing new corporate 
trails for itself in 1959. Whil e they were at 
it they would also test market it in the RF 
mount. The head of both lenses are identical 
as far as I can t el l, with only the mountings 
being different. The interesting thing, how
ever, is that the 105/ 4 lenses with the ear
lier serial numbers are in REFLEX mount. The 
RF lenses appear to begin where the reflex 
type leave off. Since neither were successful 
in the marketplace, only one run of each was 
made. If this theory is correct we have an RF 
l ens as an afterthought to a reflex l e ns, and 
quite a unique item! 
MYSTERY #3 .. The Nikon SPX. 
Years ago I wrote the original Nikon ne wsl et 
ter about a TTL Nikon RF called the SPX which 
a friend had told me about. Since then I have 
not bee n able to confirm the existence of the 
camera until now. Although I still don ' t have 
a picture of it, I consider my source indis
putable! Herbert Keppler, former publisher of 
Mode rn Photography and author of thousands of 
articles , ha s just wrot e me that he remembers 
the SPX! He states that Nikon a nd Joe Ehren
r e ich decided to kill the prototype TTL RF to 
concentrate on the Nikon F!! 
********************************************** 
Some very interesting thoughts here , Stephen ! 
Sounds to me tha t there i s germ enough for an 
artic l e , espec iall y o n the 105 / 4. As for the 
SPX. it was also mentioned by Norman Roths
child in Popular Photography in his monthly 

column! Nikon SPX whe r e are you ! I!!!!!!!!! 
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Oassified 
WANTED ... Nikon Reflex Housing to match 180mm; 
Nikon SP, black w/ motor .. 1000-1500 British 
pounds offere d for a clean specimen; Also bl. 
25mm, 21mm lenshood,RF Illuminator.Good Nikon 
coll e ctions. Complete & immediate payment.P-H 
van Hasbroeck, 34 Bury Walk, London, SW3 6QB. 
Te l: 0 1- 3 5 2 - 8 4 94 . 

WANTED .. Any Nikon S with the following serial 
numbers:6l27706, 6127708, 6127709, 6127710 & 
6127712; Also SP w/ motor, complete. Cash or 
trade e arly, mid & late period Nikon reflex & 
Le ica SM, M & R gear, New, Like New, Unused, 
Boxed & Unboxed. Rollei 3.5F Planar w/acc. , 
like new, others like new & like new minus. 
Bob Harris, 1507 Fairway Dr.,Dunedin, Florida 
3 4698 .. Tel: 813-734-4906. 

FOR SALE ... Nikkor l35/f3.5 in Exakta mount!! 
Will sell lens alone w/shade & front cap for 
$36 5 .00 or will include Exakta VXllb, prism, 
Ste inheil 55mm auto, 35mm, 135mm/f2.8, cases, 
magne ar, caps, IB & more accessories, ALL in 
EX+ to MINT- condition for $565.00 . 
Da v e We il e r, Box 95, Geneseo, IL 61254 
Te l: 309-944-5488 Eves. 

WANTED ... Any good clean Nikon RF item wanted. 
Top price s paid! Please send·photo along with 
price to:Peter Lownds, W.de Zwijgerstraat 24, 
3 04 3 VD Rotterdam, Holland. 

PLEASE NOTE ... 
This is a r eminder that the next issue of The 
Journal will contain the first complete mem
be rshi p listing in quite some time. I've had 
n ume rou s r e ques ts for such a list and I feel 
th e time has arrived to run another. However, 
before I do, I want to make sure that anyone 
who DOES NOT want to be listed has a chance 
t o in fo rm me be for e publication. Therefore,if 
yo u DO NOT want you name and addr e ss listed, 
you must l e t me know by December 1,1988. If I 
d o not he ar from you by then I will assume 
t ha t you ha ve no objections about being 
li s t e d as a me mbe r. 

I still ha ve some copies of the latest book 
on Nikons that was recently published in Ger
many . At this time I only have half of my ori
g ina l s hipme nt left, which is about 20 books. 
If you a r e at all interested in obtaining a 
copy p l e a se l e t me know as soon as possible. 
At t h i s time I do not know if there will be a 
second s hi pme nt, so these could be the last 
o nes , unl ess e no ugh orders arrive to permit 
my r eorde ring a batch. The prices were listed 
in NHS-20. So pl e ase get your orders in now! 

NEW MEMBERS 
Danilo Capuani 
via S. Spirito, 10 
40026 Imola (Bo) 
Italy 

David L. Clarke 
Church Cottage, Grandborough nr Rugby 
Warwicks, England CV23 8DQ 

Samuel Daniel 
600 West End Ave., Apt. l-C 
New York, NY 10024 

Dale Dietz 
6272 Renninger Rd . 
Akron , Ohio 44319 

Frank D. Johnson 
21 Longmeadow Rd. 
Wellesley, MA 02181 

Marc Kamp 
250 W. Broad St. 
Paulsboro, NJ 08066 

Michael Kane 
56 Clark Ln. 
Sudbury , MA 01776 

Behram Kapadia 
Coles Green House 
38 Chequers Ln . , Pitstone, 
Bedfordshire, England LU7 9AG 

Col. Philip Manaker 
1013 Mott Hill Rd. 
S. Glastonbury, CT 06073 

Earl Mann 
698 N. Acacia St. 
Woodlake, CA 93286 

Dr. Charles Still, MD. 
2 Culpepper Circle 
Columbia , SC 29209 

BLACK IS BEAUTIFULI 
PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING SERIAL NUMBERS TO 
OUR LIST OF BLACK NIKON RANGEFINDER BODIES! 

6180701 6202595 6219024 6312187 6322176 

NEXT ISSUE 
The deadline for the next issue of "THE NIKON 
JOURNAL" will be December 1,1988. I hope to 
have more of Mr. Ueyama's fine photos of 
earliest Nikkors plus the second part of Cal 
vin Ho's Nikon F meter article. Anyone else 
wishing to contribute to NHS-22 please have 
all mate rial to me by this date. Since this 
is the last JOURNAL before the Holiday Season 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all of you a healthy and happy Holidays time. 



THIS "ODDS N' ENDS" PAGE WILL BE RESERVED IN 
ALL FUTURE ISSUES OF "THE NIKON JOURNAL" AS A 
SHOWCASE FOR THE RARE, THE UNUSUAL & OFFBEAT, 
OR JUST THE OUT OF THE ORDINARY! IF YOU FEEL 

THAT YOU POSSESS AN ITEM THAT FULFILLS THESE 
CRITERIA, PLEASE SEND ME AT LEAST TWO OR MORE 
VARIED VIEWS OF YOUR ODDITY ALONG WITH ANY IN
FORMATION THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST . THANKS ! 

NikonWI; Action Camera 

A ll specifications of the Nikon FE Acti on Camera are exactly the same as 
the regular Nikon FE, except as follows : 
• Vi ewfind er: Fixed eyelevel, high-eyepoint "action finder" using special roof 

prism; finder magnification is 0.58X; permits viewing of entire viewfield 
w ith the eye placed 43mm directly behind viewfinder; Aperture Direct 
Read out (ADR) not provided 

• Metering range : EV 2 to EV 18 with 50mm f/1.4 lens at ASA 100 
• A ccessory shoe : Not provided 
• Flash ready-light in viewfinder : Not provided 
• D imensions: 142.3mm(W) x 112.8mm(H) x 78.2mm(D) 
• Weight : 790g (body only) 

Note: Beca use of its large eyepiece, the FE Action Camera is more prone to inflated 
meter reading s due to the influence of backlighting . To minimize the influence, 
k eep your eye as c lose to the eyepiece as possible. 

Printed in Japan 
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The man with a NikonF is master of all he surveys 
There isn't a pictur~ problem he can't tackle; there isn't an assignment he can't handle. He need only reach out 
to draw upon an almost inexhaustible store of accessories. There are more than twenty interchangeable Nikkor 
lenses for the Nikon F, including a special micro lens, three automatic zooms and two catadioptric systems. 
There are two electric motor drives; a radio control; intervalometer; repeating flash; exposure meter; waist level 
finder, interchangeable focusing screens, microscope adapters, filters, hoods and macro-copy equipment. 

The man with a Nikon F is master of all he surveys. He commands a system of photography whose scope and 
versatility are virtually unlimited. See it at your franchise Nikon dealer. For complete details write Dept. PP-2 

THIS 
OCTOBER 

AD APPEARED 
1961 ISSUE OF 

IN THE 
CAMERA 35 
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