A PUBLICATION OF THE NIKON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

JUNE 30,1993

THIS ISSUE..

PG.2--NIKON REFLEX HOUSING TYPE ONE.
PG.6--MYTHICAL NIKON 6X6 X-RAY CAMERA!
PG.14-NIKON WWIT OPTICAL ORDNANCE.
PG.16-THE F-SPOT..PRESET MICRO PART 2.

ROBERT ROTOLONI
EDITOR/PUBLISHER




\_TOKYO j

NIKON
JOURNAL

CONTENTS

PAGE ONE..........

EDITIORIAL....cevevvvnn....BY ROBERT J.

PAGE TWO..........

THE NIKON REFLEX HOUSING TYPE ONE.
BY JOSE WU CHANG

PAGE SIX...

NIKON 6X6 X-RAY CAMERA...FROM MYTH TO REALITY!
BY MIKE H.

ROBERT ROTOLONI
JOHN ANGLE
ROBERT HARRIS
SAM DECKER, MD.
RANDY REED

CARL JOECKS
STEPHEN GANDY
MEL WILNER,DDS.
MAURICE MAUNER
RANDOL HOOPER,MD.
PETER DECHERT
HAYATO UEYAMA
JERRY ROLD

HARRY SOLETSKY
J-P HERMSDORF
ROBERT HABER
TIMOTHY LEEDY
GARY STONE

TAD SATO

WILLIAM ADAMS
TSUYOSHI KONNO
SHICHIROE ABE
KATSUMI WATANABE
BILL KRAUS

PAUL COMON

SIMON CIVJAN,DDS.
LLOYD MINAAI,MD.
AKITO TAMLA '
ROBERT FAIRCHILD
RAYMOND F. YOUNG
WILLIAM JACKSON,MD.
ALBERT KUBANIS
GEORGE URY
EDWARD BROSKEY
KARL MANTYLA

BOB THOMPSON
JEREMY ROWE
TAKAYUKI KAWAI
SHIGERU KAJII
JOHN HANSEN,JR.
P.H. vanHASBROECK
JAMES MARTIN
OLIVER REDDAWAY
W.S. EMERY

TONY HURST

KARL EICHHORN,JR.
WALTER MENDOZA
PETER R. SMITH
PETER WALNES
WILLIAM GAYNOR,MD.
JOHN BAIRD
CARROL O. MEYER,SR.
JOSEPH CHARLES
L.E. NELSON
WALTER BRADLEY
MICHAEL SYMONS
GEORGE JENKINS
CHARLES GIBSON
WES TAFT

R.E. FLAGG
JEROME ROBINSON,MD.
THOMAS DiFIGLIO
GERALD PAGE

JOHN SANDERS

EUR. SOC. HIS. PHOT.

CRAIG SIEGEL
BRIAN WOLFE

JOHN B. SMITH
THIERRY RAVASSOD
CALVIN HO

MASATO IMANISHI
BILL W. YUEN
RALF JANNKE

JOHN WILLIAMS
KATSUHARU TAKASHIMA
HERBERT NELSON
RICHARD WEBER,OD.
ALAN SATTERWHITE
MARK GEHLAR
MICHAEL EICHERT
GEORGE EASTMAN HOUSE
GARLAND PARSONS
PETER LOWNDS

HY MENDELSON
STUART FRONTROTH
JAMES BERGLUND
MICHAEL GAFFNEY
PHOTOGRAPHIC HIST. SOC.
ALLAN GLENWRIGHT
GRAY LEVETT
WALTER McDANIEL
ULRICH KOCH

PER KULLENBERG
NEIL SMITH
MICHAEL HOYT
DANILO CAPUANI
FRANK JOHNSON
MARC KAMP
MICHAEL KANE
BEHRAM KAPADIA
PHILIP MANAKER
EARL MANN
CHARLES STILL,MD.
DALE DIET2
C.A.M.E.R.A.
FRANK MAZZOCCHI
JAMES MCcKEOWN
MIKE MILLINGTON
BERNHARD SCHAERER
PUGET SOUND SOC.
GEORGE LANDON
MELVIN SPITLER
TOM SUROVEC
NICHOLAS CIAMPA
PHOT. SOC. CANADA
FRED JANS2Z

JAAP KORTEN
DAVID MILLER
REGENT MYRE
RICHARD PURDIE
ROGER SACHS,MD.
YOSHITAKE SAIGOH
LESLIE SEELIGSON
KAZUHIKO UCHIMURA
CLAUS WALTER
EARL WONG

DAN LOFTIN

RICK NORDIN
JAVIER de LAZARO

MICHAEL OTTO

ROTOLONT

SYMONS

VOLUME TEN--NUMBER FOUR--JUNE 30,

THE

"NIKON JOURNAL"
TIMES A YEAR BY
AT PO BOX 3213,
COPYRIGHT 1993 BY "RJR" PUBLISHING,

IS PUBLISHED
"RJR" PUBLISHING,
MUNSTER, 1IN 46321

1993
FOUR

INC.

USA.
INC.

ALL OPINIONS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE THOSE
OF THE AUTHORS AND NOT NECESSARILY THE

VIEWS OF THE JOURNAL OR THE SOCIETY.

PAGE FOURTEEN.....
NIKON WWIT OPTICAL ORDNANCE...PART 1
BY RICHARD LANE
PAGE SIXTEEN......
THE "F-SPOT"...THE PRESET MICRO REVISITED...
BY LES SEELIGSON
PAGE EIGHTEEN.....
LETTERS...AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERS..
PAGE TWENTY.......
CLASSIFIEDS
NEW MEMBERS & ADDRESSES
BLACK 1S BEAUTIFUL
INSIDE REAR COVER.
0DDS N' ENDS.....THE NIKON "S3-3p"!!ll1?2277

MEMBERS

FREDERICK R. GILL
FUSAKAZU OKAMOTO
CHRISTOPHER BRENT
RICHARD KEYISHIAN
JOHN PITCHFORTH
DONALD STEWART,JR.
PAT MacFARLANE
JAMES BOGLER
ALAN BRODY

JAMES COLLINS
ARNO KERTING

AKE LANDERSTEN
CRAIG SWEARINGEN
FELIX WOLKOWITZ
CHUCK BARRETT
ALAN BLAKE

JOSEPH CURCIO
CHARLES DUCKWORTH
JOHN GOMPF,JR.
DICK HESTER

LAU JORGENSEN
WOLFGANG KUSTER
DIETMAR MACHOLD
ROGER REINKE
KAZUO SATODA
CHUCK SKIBO

HARRY SCHMUEL
MILTON CHALKLEY,JR.
CLEMENS CORDING,MD.
LESTER LAMPMAN
JOHN LYON

ALBERT MAYORKAS
BILL SCHOEN

GEOFF SPEAR

UWE SUESS

WILLIAM WONG

JOSE WU CHANG
TONY BLAND

OLE HVINDEN-HAUG
BRENT KELLY

DALE MAGGIO

ROGER SWAN

ROYCE SWANSON

ROD STINES

GARY BLOCKLEY

IRA BOURSTEIN
JOHN D. MURRAY
PHILIP RAMSDEN
IRVIN ROCKMAN
CHARLES AKERS
PAUL EICHENBERGER
HARRY HARPS

JAMES LEATHEM
JOHN MILLHAM
ROBERT ROGEN
MARTIN SWINFORD
RICHARD TILLIS
DALE ZICARELLI
BENOIT ANCELOT
GEORGES COUCHEPIN
SHIGETADA FUKUOKA
MASAHIKO FUKETA
JAMES HARTMANN
ALAN HUNT

TAKAYUKI KONISHI
MIKIO KUNO,MD.

SHIGEYA NAKAMURA
SIMON NATHAN
DOUGLAS NAPIER
SHIGEO ONO
AKIHIKO SATO
JOHN WALSH

FRANK WIKLE

LEO WOLK

ALAN BERNSTEIN
HANS BRAAKHUIS
RANDY GREENFIELD
BRUCE HANSEN
HERSUL HUYGHUE
J.E. ISSLER
MANFRED KALLWEIT
AL LEVIN

JOHN MOORHOUSE
LEN SILVERMAN
HENRY SWIECA
ROBERT BILOW
GRAHAM ASHFORD
MAN CHOR CHU
DAVID SLADE
ARTHUR & VIVIEN GAN
TOSHIHARU HASHIMOTO
RICHARD LANE
COLIN MARTIN

ED OLSON

LOUIS RUSITZKY
DAVID SIMON
RENZO TESAURI
MICHAEL DOWNEY
FUJII CAMERA
LITTMAN ‘S PAWN SHOP
FRANK LANDRY

JAY QUINTERO
DAVID WILLIAMS
JOSEPH C. ABBOTT
BRIAN BANGS
CHRIS BOSTROM
LISA CARROLL
Y.K. CHAN

DEREK COOKE

ALEX HELLER

DALE LAMPSON
ARNFINN MANDERS
HAROLD MATTSON
LARRY MCMAHON
ICHIRO MURAKAMI
L.E. OLSON,DC.
JIMMY PURIMAHUWA
PAUL M. SANDERS
STEPHEN SIPOS,MD.
RICHARD SPITZER
CHRISTOPH TRESTLER
MARK BANKS

STEVE BANKS
ASHER BAR-ZAV
HARVEY BENNETT
DUANE BLOCK,MD.
WESLEY BRIGHT,JR.
JAMES BUSSMAN
BILL CAMETA
HOWARD COHEN

ROBERT CRICHTON
JAMES CRISCIONE

ROBERT CUERDEN
SUTHAM EKAHITANOND
JOEL ENGLISH
DANIEL EPPELSHEIMER
ROBERT FERGUSON
I.D. FLORES III
JAY FRANKEL
PATRICK GHNASSIA
DAVID GOLDSTEIN
JOHN GRIFFIN
FABIAN HAHN

RAY HOSIER
STEVEN JARMON
ALAN KOTZ

JAY LAVELLE

LEON MENZER,MD.
J.L. NOLAND

LEIF NORDWALL
ROD PARSONS
PATRICE-HERVE PONT
RAY PORTER
GERALD RAASCH
ROBERT REED

R. ROGER REMINGTON
D. DEAN RHOADS
DICK RODGERS
BERNARD SILVERMAN
BRUCE SIROVICH
RICHARD SPRAGUE
RICHARD STERN
ALBERT TOGUT
ROBERT TOOHEY

G. HUGH TSURUOKA
MITCHELL WAINER
WILLIAM WALTERS
WILLIAM WEBBER
WILLIAM WELCH
STANLEY WILLIAMS
BURTON ZACK,MD.
KENNY ZANSBERG
FRANCO ZICCA
WAYNE ZUCKERMAN
MATTHEW BARBA
RABBI LASZLO BERKOWITS
CYNTHIA BLAND
CHARLES BROOME
CHARLIE BROWN
DONALD CHISHOLM
MILTON DAVIS
HUGH DONOVAN
BRUCE ELLINGSON
ROBERT FAUCHER
JOHN GRIMMER
FRANCIS GRUEN
PETER GUERARD
JON HARRIS

DAVID HUNGERFORD
LAWRENCE JESSIE
RICH JOHNSON

ED KREISER

HENRY LILIEN
FRED MAURER
ALAN MICHAEL
GRAHAM PILECKI

JOHN RIBBLE,MD.
BERTRAM ROSEN,MD.

MICHAEL SANDEN
DON SHEAD

PETER SKALSKI
RICHARD SPIELER
RICHARD de STOUTZ
J.C.H. VANDENSTEEN
ERIC WARD
HANSRUEDI WEYRICH
SALVATORE ACCARDI
ALAN ELLIOTT
STEVEN FISCHER
JIMMY HORN

DAVID BIREN

JACK CARDEN
EDDIE K. CHAN
JOSE COSENTINO
AARON DAVIS
LARRY GREEN
KAREN HILLMAN
KENNETH HO

JACK HOBAN
TATSUSHI IIJIMA
NICK JANNES
SYDNEY JU

CHRIS KOK

PIERRA LAFFONTA
HUBERT LOZANO
ERNESTO LUCIDI
BERNARD PINAZZI
DANNY TUYELAARS



EDITORIAL

This issue of The Journal is about 10 days
late based on the schedule I have maintained the
last 10 years. For those of you who know my person-
al work situation, 10 days really isn’t that bad.
On May 12th I was finally able, after what seemed
like countless delays, successfully complete my
efforts to obtain my own business after 22 years of
working for others. I make my living (and help pay
for my Nikon addiction) as a pharmacist, which is
the type of occupation that requires long hours
including evenings, weekends and holidays. Because
of my schedule, producing the Journal on a timely
basis has always been a challenge as it takes many
more hours than most people would imagine. I knew
that going into business for myself would result in
an even longer workweek, but the Journal will con-
tinue to be produced on schedule. Missing by a few
days is actually better than I thought as my hours
have gone from 50+ to 80 a week. So please remain
patient, for the Journal will continue to arrive on
schedule, but keep those articles coming as it
keeps some of the pressure off me to fill each and
every issue. That is exactly what is happening at
this time as you will notice that this entire issue
is the work of various members. I am receiving both
articles and ideas constantly and I feel that this
is great for it makes the Journal a group effort
and not just the work of a few.

For those of you who have gone a few
months without being able to contact me by Fax I
now have a new 24 hour Fax number!....708-895-9663.

I am writing this editorial exactly one year
to the day since we had NHS-Con3 in Seattle, which
means we are half way to NHS-Con4! Peter Lownds, et
al, are in the process of setting up #4 for Europe
next spring. I’ve given Peter the go ahead to begin
preparations for our first convention in Europe and
plans call for either Holland or Germany for the
actual meeting (Peter tells me we might end up in a
German castle for the weekend. Now doesn’t that
sound interesting?) So start making plans and set-
ting aside some time to do what you ve always
wanted to do....spend some time in Europe with a
bunch of Nikon fanatics! Try it, you might like it!
For those who wish to contact Peter with comments
or questions his address is:

Peter Lownds
W. de Zwijgerstraat 24
3043 VD Rotterdam, Holland

Peter has also begun work on our membership
book and I have sent on to him all the forms I have
received to date. Although such a book can never be
completely up to date, as new members are joining
constantly, it should still form a sound nucleus
for an up to date directory allowing the membership
to get and stay in touch with each other.

To date I have only received about 20 photos
for our 10th Anniversary issue member gallery. It
seems that we are a shy group. However, I am com-
mitted to the idea and will run those photos that I
receive by September 1lst. It may only be a 1 page
spread but I may also include photos taken at the
first 3 conventions as well. Those of you who want
to be included get your shot to me by 9/1/93!

It appears that the Christie auction that saw
two Nikon S3Ms sell for record prices has garnered
a fair amount of publicity. I have seen it quoted
along with photos in at least 3 European photo mag-
azines, as well as being mentioned in various news-
letters for the collecting community, including
that produced by the American Photographic Histor-
ical Society. All quote it as being the highest
price ever paid for a 35mm camera (they also seem
surprised that it is a Nikon and not a Leica that
now holds this distinction....but it doesn’t sur-
prise us, right?). I must point out that none of
the coverage was anywhere near as complete as what
you saw in these pages. Also Christie’s now has
available a camera auction brochure (quoting the

S3M sale) available free on request which lists all
their 1993 auction dates & how to obtain catalogs.

Write to: Michael Pritchard, Christie’s South Ken-

sington, 85 0l1d Brompton Road, London SW7 3LD. Tel:
44-071-321-3279 or Fax 44-071-321-3321.

For this our 40th Journal, we have what I feel
is a very significant selection of articles. As a
matter of fact, for awhile I contemplated holding
one or more pieces back for the anniversary issue
because of their importance, but decided otherwise.
I am sure the next Journal will take care of itself
and I prefer to publish member submissions on as
timely a basis as possible. Therefore, we start off
with a fine article about the rather rare Type One
Nikon Reflex Housing, with photos supplied by Jose
Wu Chang. Not only is this exceedingly hard to find
piece covered in detail, but what could very well
be a one-of-a-kind prototype version is used to
illustrate it! Coverage begins on page 2.

Turn to page 6 to view an article that had one
of the longest gestation periods to date for an NHS
feature. Mike Symons, with the help of Lesley Bell
of Fujii Collectable Cameras, has managed to put
together the first article ever published anywhere
in English on the nearly mythical Nikon 6x6 X-Ray
camera! Mike and Lesley combined equipment to make
our coverage complete and Lesley contracted with a
photographer to supply the illustrations. In add-
ition, Masahiko Fuketa again supplied the Society
with first-hand factual historical information to
help make ours the most accurate of publications!
This is truly a rare piece, so please enjoy!

Although I didn’t have as much space as I had
hoped for, the series on Nikon made WWII military
optical ordnance showcased in Odds n’ Ends in #39
begins on page 14. Member Richard Lane has to date
sent me many photos of all types of items he has
managed to acquire over the years, and this first
installment is only the beginning. I plan to run
much more of Rich’s material and I have already
begun to receive feedback from members just due to
the few shots in #39. So it looks like we will be
able to see and learn more about this viable alter-
native to Nikon’s photographic production.

There was quite a lot of feedback on my article
on the Preset Micro Nikkor for the F. Many of you
wrote to point out that two major versions were pro-
duced as well as an interesting accessory, which I
didn’t cover in my article. I like that type of
response! See the F-Spot on page 16 for a follow up
piece by reflex expert Les Seeligson.

Remember that it is time we get serious about
our next convention. This will be the first one
that I will have very little to do with because of
time and distance. NHS-Con3 in Seattle worked very
well because of the work of NHS members. I am sure
that the same will happen this time as well. But
the logistics are much more difficult because of
the distances involved, so any thoughts, ideas, or
suggestions, you might have for Peter or myself
feel free to contact us soon! This can be a really
major memorable event for those who attend, so give
us some feedback and we all will benefit. It will
mark my first trip to Zurope and I can’t think of a
better way to do it!!

A

ROBERT ROTOLONI
EDITOR/PUBLISHER



NIKON

REFLEX
HOUSING

by Jose Wu Chang

Following the article in NHS-37 on the Reflex
Housing Type 2, I received many letters asking if I
planned a second article devoted to the earlier,
and much rarer, Original Type 1 version. Actually
my plans did call for coverage of the seldom seen
Type 1, but I needed to wait for certain informa-
tion to arrive first, along with photos to illus-
trate an unusual variation just made available to
the Journal. Now that all needed materials have
arrived, mostly thanks to member Jose Wu Chang, I
can now cover in detail an item I could only touch
on in my book. Although only a few have surfaced
since I did the book, I believe we now have enough
information to cover this rather rare item in some
detail, so here goes.

Although a precise announcement date for the
Original Reflex Housing has not been reported to me
as yet, its arrival would necessarily have to
correspond with that of the first Nikkor designed
to be used with it. Historically that would be the
preset 25cm/f4.0 Nikkor for which we have a fairly
accurate release date of January 1951. Therefore,
this housing must date from at least that early, if
not actually mid to late 1950. Since its successor
arrived about May 1956, it would have been avail-
able for at least five full years. This span of
time is interesting in that recorded serial numbers
still suggest, after all these years, that only 200
were ever made! However, if Nippon Kogaku used its
normal numbering scheme for this item, and if
recorded units do not go much higher than is pre-
sently known, then production may have been as
little as 100 units! To date the range of serial
numbers reported to me runs from 371111 to 371201,
with the "371" being a constant. If the starting
point was 371001 then we can assume about 200
pieces. However, if 371101 was the initial unit,
then only 100 or so were produced. Since none under
371111 have shown up, and for the Type 2 nothing
under 471101 ("471" being a constant), it is pos-
sible that Nippon Kogaku used "101" for the start-
ing point for both versions. This is feasible as it
is unusual, to say the least, that for both types

none with a number under "101" have surfaced! Which-

ever theory is correct, the Original Nikon Reflex
Housing rates as one of the rarer accessories made
for the system, with only "11" units reported to me
in the last 22 years!
The photos in this article are the work of

Jose Wu Chang, and give the reader a very concise
idea of what the Type 1 looked like. Obviously the
main body consists of a box with the screen housing
rising in a straight vertical and topped by a re-
moveable eyepiece. The entire housing is painted a
high gloss black (in marked contrast to the rough
krinkle finish of the Type 2), except for the lens
flange surface, which is chrome. Although the eye-
piece does bayonet off like the later type, it is
orientated in a straight vertical as opposed to a
45 degree angle, and, unlike the Type 2, no finder
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options were offered. It is a focusing eyepiece and
was originally topped by a rubber eye shield (but
in most cases the rubber has deteriorated and been
discarded). Unlike the Type 2, there is no second-
ary serial number for the eyepiece, with the only
number being that engraved on the side of the
mirror box under the large N-K logo. Another dif-
ference is that the focusing screen on the Type 1
does not rotate with the body, but remains station-
ary. However, the screen is constructed in such a
way that both the vertical and horizontal field of
coverage is shown with accuracy. The control mecha-
nism for rotating the body is not as elegant as on
the Type 2. Instead of an integrated push-button,
the Type 1 uses a rather simple, if not crude,
sliding chrome latch attached to one side of the
mirror box. The cable attachments are housed in a
protruding platform as the Type 2, but much larger.
However, unlike the Type 2, the cable fitting is on
the bottom with the finger release fitting on the
top. Also, since there is no prism required to
divert the image 45 degrees as on the Type 2, the
finder on the Type 1 is virtually empty with only
simple eyepiece optics, and therefore much lighter
as well.

All in all, the basic layout and functions of
the Type 1 are very similar to the later version,
which was just a more modern evolved design. It is
a very straight forward design with few frills, yet
very functional and quite modern for its time. Its
construction is very robust and solid as well as
simple, so I am sure most have survived, yet where
are they? And why is it that so many more 25cm/f4
Nikkors were made than housings? How could you use
the lens without the housing? The ratio of lenses
to housings appears to be about 3 to 1! Now isn’t
that a little bit strange?

The unit used to illustrate this article was
chosen to do double duty. Not only is it a fine
example of a Type 1, but it is also unique in that
it has a feature found on no others to date. The
eyepiece housing is equipped with an external knob
that is used to swing into position a built-in
focusing magnifier! This feature has not been seen
on any other example and appears to be a factory
modification. Jose has supplied us with a series of
close-ups illustrating how this feature works. He
tells me that the mechanism functions perfectly in
that it positions the magnifier correctly over the
center of the focusing screen. However, he does say
that the magnified section is quite small and not
that usable. It is possible that this is the reason
this feature was not incorporated into the regular
production run. Regardless, it makes for a very
interesting variation that may prove to be one of a
kind!

It is obvious that the Type 1 Housing is one
of the harder to find early accessories made for
the RF system. This is supported by the fact that
only 11 have been reported to me in 22 years!



Shown on this page are two examples of the raxre
Type One Nikon Reflex Housing. At the top is unit
number 371124 which {s quite earfy. In the photo to
the night it is shown next to one of the Latest
numbens known, 371201. Cosmetically the Type One
housing 44 verny different from the version that
gollowed. It 44 more angular in design and g§inished
in a gloss black paint. The eyepiece can only be
used 4n a straight ventical mode and contains no
prism. ALthough nemovable, no optional viewing
attachments were offered. At f4irst glance these two
housings appear to be identical, and in overall
design and construction they are. However, the
earfien vensdion sports a modification that could
very welf have been done at the factory. Note the
protruding chrome knob on the side of the focusing
eyepiece housing. The knob <is what makes #371124
special and sets it apart from others of Lts
specdes. (Photos by Jose Wu Chang)
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Both the knob and what it controlfs can be

seen on this page. S€iding the knob in its
machined sfot from sdide to Aside determines

the position of a small magnifien at the

other end. Using this control the magnifien
can be posditioned in the centern of the view-
ing scneen and used for more precise focusing!
Note that the sfot 44 neatly machined and the
inside mounting bracket {4 fixed by 4 screws
whose g§4inish matches those on the nest of the
unit. The top photos show the magnifien in Lts
stored and working positions. The bottom photo
{Llustrates the magnifier centered within the
focusding screen. (Photos by Jose Wu Chang)
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The top photo shows the unique cross-
hains found on the modified unit. 1t

{5 possible they were added to aid 4in
focusing the magnified image. There is
dome uncentainty as to what types of
cables came with this housing. Top night
{4 what came with my Type One, whilfe
above we see 2 different cable gittings.
A€ Brody (upper) and mine are very dif
gerent from each othex. We do know that
An most cases the Letterding on the f§in-
gentip nelease is nevensed from that on
the Type 2. When mounted the Lettering
44 upsdide-down! Left-AL Brody's Type 1
(Ledt) next to my Type 2. Note the Let-
tending! ALso, the Type 1 4is shontenr.
Right-Jose's fingentip release 4is dif-
ferent in that the chrome nelease but-
ton 44 Langer and "kogaku" is spefled
with a smaflf "k"!!!!

NIKON HISTORICAL

SOCIETY



rieE NIKON 6x6
X-RAY CAMERA

FROM MYTH TO REALITY
by Mike H. Symons

PHOTOS BY TIM MURPHY OF FOTO IMAGERY, BOULDER, CO.

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Masahiko Fuketa, without whose tremendous back-
ground into early Nikon history this article
could not have occurred;
Lesley Bell of Fujii Collectable Cameras, Inc.,
Boulder, Co., who arranged for the photography,
plus loaned their boxed "Regno-R" Nikon X-Ray
Camera outfit for this article.
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As the smoke cleared over Japan, signalling
the end of their participation in WWII, some very
serious health problems prevailed. Mr. Fuketa, form-
ally with Nippon Kogaku during that period, contin-
ues this fascinating saga...."Due to malnutrition
and the bad hygienic environment, Tuberculosis of
the lungs prevailed. In order to cope with this sit-
uation, the government, under the guidance of GHQ
(the US Occupation forces under General MacArthur)
organized a Commission and took measures to promote
group X-ray examinations of the public. For mass
examinations in those days they used X-ray fluoros-
copy by 35mm cameras with a format size of 24x32mm.
However, among the Commission members there was a
strong opinion that the image size should be much
bigger in order to avoid mis-diagnosis. At the
urgent request of the Commission,we (Nippon Kogaku)
started to design a fluoroscopy camera of 6x6cm
format, and in October 1947, we put it into produc-
tion. The prototypes were tested by the Commission
and the results were satisfactory. They made a con-
crete plan to switch the format from 24x32mm to
6x6cm. Unfortunately, the plan was rejected by the
government due to the very poor financial situation
of the country, and we stopped its production"....

Mr. Fuketa goes on further to state that no
written records have survived on this project, but
that the batch size of the production run was re-
ported to be only 30 to 50 units! Nippon Kogaku
also have no idea how many of these were actually
sold, but did state that some of these 30-50 bodies
were later (9-10 years later!) converted into the
6x6 Nikon Sky Camera. More on the numbers aspect
later. What ever happened to the Nikon X-ray camera
and lenses that were produced in 19472 Did any sur-
vive? Were any exported to the U.S. or other parts
of the world, or were they all to remain in Japan
to assist with their post war health crisis?

Less than a year ago, answers to these and
other questions surrounding this almost mythical
outfit have been resolved, due in part to the dis-
covery of the proper lens, a 10cm/fl.5 Regno-Nikkor-
C lens, #71028 (October 1947)...the 28th production
lens! This date ties in with Mr. Fuketa’s above ref-
erence to the design date of 10/47. A Nikon X-ray
body numbered 22790 is reported to have been seen
in the New Jersey area. This being the case, the
two items would tie in together. Both body and lens
serial numbers will bear significance later in the
article, as I°11 attempt to explain the different
numbering sequences used.
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Even more recently a "Regno-R" Fluoro-Record
Camera, housed in a hardwood box, was purchased by
Fujii Collectable Cameras. This outfit contains a
Nikon 6x6 X-ray body, #80282, and a 10cm/fl.5 Regno
Nikkor-C, #71085. The body and lens are fitted in
separate compartments inside the box, in addition
to a spare front shield plate (Fig.10). The box
also contained an empty compartment and I am
speculating that it was meant to house some tools
for assembling the fluorescence box. (Fig.l1l) shows
a closeup of the red identification tag on the 1lid
of the box. Notice the reference to "Regno-R" and
"Fluoro-Record Camera". It appears that this was
the official name given by Nippon Kogaku to the X-
ray Nikon, but it seems a bit unusual that the red
identification tag is in English, and not Japanese,
if these outfits were never exported. The Fujii
boxed outfit was found in Japan whereas my lens was
picked up in the USA, perhaps brought home by an
American after his tour of duty in Japan.

NIKON X-RAY CAMERA BODY: A 6x6 format camera
for use with 120 X-ray roll film containing no
shutter. A darkslide (Fig2) was utilized to make
exposures, and was activated by pulling the slide
out to make all 12 exposures, and pushing it in to
change lenses/film. The lens was attached by align-
ing a red dot on the lens with a matching red dot
on the front chrome plate of the camera. This
method was very similar to that used on their soon
to be produced 35mm rangefinder camera. Four sturdy
male bayonet claws on the body mated with female
slots on the lens (Fig7), creating a very secure
fit. A substantial chrome spring lever (7:00 to
11:00 positions) (Fig4), was pressed to disengage
the lens, again similar to the internal mount used
on the RF Nikons. Film was transported by a winding
lever on the bottom of the body. Once exposure #1
was aligned in the window on the back, the film was
automatically wound through the camera (like the
Rollieflex Automat!). A picture in Nippon Kogaku’s
40th. Anniversary book also shows a special cut
film adapter...a single exposure back (Figl3)!

10CM/F1.5 REGNO-NIKKOR-C LENS: An exceedingly
fast 4 element (3 group) lens, fixed focus (more on
this later), giving an image size of 5.5 x 5.5cm on
120 film, with a 38 degree coverage. Reduction
ratio was 1:6.4. Maximum aperture of f1l.5 was also
fixed. The optical formula was specifically design-
ed for Roentogenography, so the lens could not be
easily used for anything else. It is housed in an
extremely heavy black metal housing with the whole
lens assembly weighing approximately 4 pounds!

Although stated above as a fixed focus lens,
there was provision for critical fine-tuning by way
of a large adjusting ring (Fig3) positioned behind
the front steel plate guard and activated from the
top or underside of the lens. Graduations are from
0-100, in "1" increment segments. Mr. Fuketa states
that the distance from the fluoroscreen to the film
plane was mechanically fixed. The X-ray appliance
manufacturer, when attaching the fluorescence box
arrangement (Figl2), would adjust for the critical



Le§2-Figl..The Nikon X-Ray outfit (body
#80282 and the exceedingly fast 10cm/§1.5
Regno-Nikkon-C Lens #71028) with darkstide
in place. Note front plate detail.

Bottom feft-FigZ..Anothen view of the outfit
with darkstide pulfed out in the "shooting"
posdition.

Bottom night-Fig3..Top view of X-Ray outfit,
showing detail of fine-tuning adjusting ring
on Lens barnnel. Note thickness of the metal
jacket which encases the Lens.
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Top-Fig4..Close-up detail of body #80282, showing
the gront plate mounting mechanism-mafe bayonet
claws and Large spring Lever gor mounting/removal
of Lens. Note the simifarnity lother than the Legt
sdide placement) to the system which would event-
ually be used on thein nangefindern senies of
camenas fon Ainternal and external mount Lenses.

Bottom-F4ig5..Rear view of camera body, fens
attached, wdth back open and darkslide pulled up.
Note the §4{€m chambers, square format and gudde
nadils.
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focus point by turning this chrome focus adjusting
ring. When the optimum focus was noted on the ring,
the "scale" number was recorded in the instruction
book. Therefore, it is safe to assume that each
lens/fluorescence box was individually pre-focused
to match a particular lens/box distance. Its inte-
resting to note that the Fujii camera lens, #71085,
appears to contain a focus-lock screw, whereas lens
#71028 does not. Could this have been part of the
evolutionary process?

THE NUMBERS GAME: Now comes the inevitable
question asked by collectors...how many of these
were produced? As in most situations where time has
erased production records, the answer is difficult,
but here is what I believe could have happened.

It appears that there could have been two dif-
ferent production runs of the Nikon X-ray bodies...
one in 1947 (the one Mr. Fuketa alludes to), and
another in early 1948...a modification run.

1947...Lenses were allocated a production serial
number block beginning with a fixed "710" (October
1947) sequence. The matching bodies used a number
block of "227". John Bairds’ book, "The History of
the Japanese Camera", indicates that in Japan the
date of "22" signified the 22nd year of the reign
of Emperor Hirohito, which began in 1925, thus the
22nd year would be 1947. Just coincidence? I don’t
believe so, and it now makes sense that Nippon
Kogaku would have purposely used two different
methods to date their lenses and bodies on a par-
ticular project. If the same method was used they
could have had situations where both bodies and
lenses ended up with the same serial numbers.
Potentially very confusing. The "7" after the "22"
could have been used to signify the month (July)
the body was developed.

1948...A second batch of X-ray bodies appears to
have been developed in early 1948, and was given a
new serial number sequence beginning with "802"
(February 1948). This number block indicates a
shift by N-K back to the "western" dating system.
The lenses matched with this second batch of bodies
appears to be a continuation of the "710" series,
as lens #71085 is mated with body #80282 in the
Fujii outfit. Could these 1948 bodies with the dif-
ferent numbers have been the result of design modi-
fications? The time frame between the "227" (July
1947) and the "802" (Feb. 1948) batches is eight
months, time enough to have perhaps detected some
minor design flaws needing modification. Using a
different serial number block would have segregated
the originals from the modified bodies. However,
since there are no production records to verify my
assumptions, this is merely speculation on my part.
Mr. Fuketa states that "30-50" units were pro-
duced before work was halted. This could indicate a
reference to the original "227" body series. It is
uncertain at this time how many of the second batch
were produced. It now appears that perhaps more

ANOTHER
“NH s 9
EXCLUSIVE!

than 50 Regno-Nikkor-C lenses were made, as the
Fujii lens #71085 has surfaced. A rough guess would
now be approximately 100, but until more surface we
have no way of knowing. Also, due to the applica-
tion, it might be prudent to assume that many more
bodies than lenses were produced, as the transport
mechanisms had to contend with winding thousands of
frames, thus being subject to excessive wear.

We also know that surplus X-ray bodies were
stored for 9 years before being converted into the
Fish-eye Nikon Sky Camera! My assumption is that
perhaps the X-ray body "rejects" were shelved rath-
er than destroyed, to be later converted into the
Nikon Sky Camera. They originally could have been
rejected due to imperfect lens mount flanges, the
matching critical for the heavy 10cm/fl.5 Regno-
Nikkor optic. It must be remembered that Nippon
Kogaku was still experimenting with interchange-
ability on their 35mm camera, the Nikon I, which
was still on the drawing boards or testing stages
in 1947. Therefore, rather than destroying rejects,
they were saved and later converted to a fixed lens
camera. This could be the reason for the seemingly
inconsistent out-of-synch random numbering system.

Mr. Fuketa has records that indicate the follow-
ing number of X-ray camera bodies converted to Sky
Cameras........ 3 to 5 bodies in 1957, and 10 to 15
bodies in 1961! It is quite possible that only as
many as 31 bodies from the original "227" batch
were actually used for their intended purpose.....
X-ray cameras. How many X-ray body and lens combina-
tions were produced as a result of the second batch
(1948) of bodies remains uncertain until more units
are discovered.

Another area seems a bit cloudy...were these X-
ray cameras only built for home consumption, or
were some exported? While my lens, #71028, was
found in the eastern US, the Fujii boxed outfit was
purchased in Japan. There could be more out there,
perhaps liberated by US occupational troops during
their tour of duty in Japan. Another factor worth
considering is the attrition aspect, especially
when it comes to the bodies. As mentioned above,
the bodies must have been subjected to very heavy
use in their hospital or X-ray lab environment, and
probably many were discarded, to be replaced by a
"fresh" new body. This being the case, the number
of bodies could be significantly less than existing
lenses.

In any event this fascinating saga in the his-
tory of Nippon Kogaku has come to light, and to me,
emulates the true spirit of collecting. The gather-
ing of facts, contacting people who were there at
the time these items were produced, sifting through
data, networking with other collectors to produce
an outfit (matching bodies with lenses) has made
this a very gratifying project indeed!
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Top-Figé..Back view of camera body #80282, showing
sendial numbern placement and Nippon Kogaku fogo. The
yellow §4€m window {4 also evident. Note §4L€m
winding Leven on bottom of camera.

Bottom-Fig7..Body #580282 and Lens #71028 showding
detaif of male bayonet claws on body front plate,
and femafe "mate" on fens. This provided the
necessary sturdy connection!
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Top-F4igé..Detail of gront engraving on Lens #7102§.
This engraving appears very simifan to the print
Atyle seen on the ondiginal senies of Nikkor Lenses
used on thein soon-to-be-produced Nikon "I1".

Bottom-Fig9..The Fujii ColLectable Camera outfit,
Ahowing camena body #80282 with fens #71028 on top
04 hardwood box.
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Top-Figl0..Interion of the hardwood box showing
individual compartments. The body and Lens were
housed 4in separate compartments. There is afso a
Apare front shield (far Left) housed in arothenx
deparate compartment, in addition to an empty
compariment (gar night), probably used io store
tools for the assembling of the §Luorescent box
attachment.

Bottom-Figll..Detailed view of the ned plastic
ddentification plate attached to the top £id of the
hardwood box. Intenesting to note that the outfit
{4 neferned to as a "FLURO-RECORD CAMERA".
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Top-F4igl2..Diagram {LLustrating The basic set-up
gorn X-Ray photography with the Nikon éx6 FLuoros-
copy camera. Note dimensions of the FLuorescent box
which was attached to the front of the Lens
assembly. (Diagram courtesy of Masahiko Fuketa).

Bottom-F4igl13..Photographs grom the Nippon Kogaku
Conporate history book, published in 1957 (40th.
anniversary). The two pictures of the X-ray camera
are the onfy two known to have been published. The
set-up on the Legt shows a Regno-Nikkor Lens with a
cut f4€m (s4ingle exposure adapter). Camera on the
Lowen fLeft 4is the Nikon Sky Camera. (Photo countesy
of Nippon Kogaku..40th. Annivernsary History of the
Company..provided by Masahiko Fukezta)

x4 Gmero

H V-1 vvbyrvymas
(7 trnssy 28

% V-176 [0

-5,
R Fish-eye-NIKKOR

F/8 mimi 1 =X
T J120 (A2 Fedhin)

|7 N A B
(v =n74n0ah1)

f=1.63 i

5 AL

g V=177 (1 K H »

/N

Nt

>y

CRERBI 2 U ThLf O IS A L7 L ol

H B RE X REHGE E LA HE N T

NIKON HISTORICAL SOCIETY



N-K OPTICAL

ORDNANCE

As promised in NHS-39 I am beginning a series
of picture articles dealing with some of the many
types of optical ordnance produced by Nippon Kogaku
for the Japanese Army, Navy & Air Force both before
and during WWII. Most of what you will see in this
series is from the collection of Richard Lane who
has been sending me a steady stream of photos and
other information for months. It seems that Rich
has the uncanny ability to unearth this type of
item at a rate I never thought possible. I have
been able to acquire some pieces over the last 20
plus years, but nothing like what he has been find-
ing lately. Some of the items have been so unusual
or impressive, or both, that I thought we would
start to delve into this area of Nippon Kogaku pro-
duction using his material as an excellent starting
point. We have captioned each item to the best of
our ability, as little factual info is available on
some items. Hopefully the photos alone will suffice
to illustrate how interesting some of these items
really are.......RJR.
****************************************************
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by Richard Lane

I came across this pairn of NIKKO 7x504 with thedir
oniginal case and g§iLters and a signed statement
indicating that they were confiscated by Captain )
John Watens, Commander of the Cruiser USS Quincy 4n
Tokyo Harbor, November 1945! Optical quality 4is
outstanding and they appear to have a single
opiical coating on the front objectives and the
eyepdieces.
Below 45 a pain of 20 x 120 Nikon binoculars from
WWIT. These ane BIG glasses that weigh in at 42
pounds! T have placed a Nikon F with a 500mm/§5
Reglex Nikkorn beside them to give all an Ldea of
Ad4ze! The front objectives of these glasses are
actually widen than the 500mm §5! Total Length 44
25 Anches and width L4 15 inches. The front
objectives have netracting hoods Like many current
Lenses. Thein senial numbern is "145".

(AL photos by Richard Lane)




The above feft photo has a selection of NIKKO
optical items, sncluding a pairn of trench bino-
cularns. The item dirnectly above 44 a pair of NIKKO
monoculars marked 4 x 15. 1t came with its ordiginal
case marked with a starn and two fiL€tens. The
giltens snap into place on the front objective
which 45 30mm in width. There {4 a neticle with
honizontal and ventical scales. At the Left is a
gun s4ght marked 3 x 20. The NIKKO trademark Lacks
The actual "NIKKO" Lettens having just the triangle
Logo and symbols.
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THE

--SPOT!!

THE PRESET MICRO-NIKKOR
by Les Seeligson

PART 11

To my surprise the article in NHS-38 on the
Preset Micro-Nikkor has fostered more letters and
calls than any other "F-Spot" item to date! This is
a bit strange as we have run much rarer and more
exotic items in this section, yet the not so rare,
but decidedly interesting, Preset Micro has really
stirred some feedback. Member Les Seeligson wrote
me almost immediately to suggest a follow up piece
noting the scarce M-B ring accessory as well as the
earlier version of the lens that lacked an external
filter ring. (My Type 1 lens has an M-B ring stuck
on at this time so I couldn’t use it!..see text for
this problem) Here is Les’ follow up article. (RJR)
Ak kA Ak Ak AR AR KAAAA A KA AR KAAKRKAA KA AR A AR AR R AR AR R AR hA Ak kkk

As frequently intended, the December 1992 "F-
Spot" feature on the Micro-Nikkor started a line of
interest and inquiry rather than ending it. The
5.5cm Micro-Nikkor first appeared in the 171xxx
serial number block . The initial design was some-
what different than is shown by the lens illustrat-
ed in the Rotoloni article...and the difference
makes for an interesting and elusive accessory: the
M-B Tube or "Ring".

Examination of the photos of Bob“s 173xxx lens
shows an obvious extended filter ring. The earlier
variation of this lens has no extended filter ring.
Rather, the filter ring is “inset’ into the preset
ring so that it rotates whenever the aperture is
stopped down. The negative implications of this
system are obvious; the solution is less so. As
shown in these photos, Nikon supplied the M-B tube
for insertion deep into the throat of the lens be-
low the rotating preset ring. Accessories such as
the 52mm filters and the bellows reversing ring
could be threaded to the M-B tube rather than the
front ring of the lens and would not rotate when
the lens was stopped dowm.

Early Nikon F literature illustrated the Micro-
Nikkor with the "M-B Adapter Tube" for use with the
polarizing filter and the "B-R Adapter" (BR2 Revers-
ing ring):

..M-B Tube is furnished which prevents rotation

of the lens front while focusing even when the
lens is attached to the Bellows in the reversed
position for macrophotography. Use of the tube
is also recommended for the use of the polar-
izing filter. Supplied in plastic case.
The quotation is from a 1961 Nikon F brochure
(F7601 (36.11.E0)B) Illustrations of the lens and
tube are difficult to find. The earliest depiction
in my collection is in an undated dealer promotion
released by Joseph Ehrenreich Inc. in early 1961.
This literature promoted Nikon, Nikkorex, Fujica,
Bronica and Mamiya. It included a typewritten
temporary price list for the 55 Micro-Nikkor (LN
249) at $169.50. This was followed in September
1961 with a printed Supplementary Dealer Price List
released by Nikon Inc. Neither price list mentions
the M-B Tube. It subsequently appeared in price
lists under "Copy Equipment" as item BFP2637 for
$4.00 retail. I cannot presently document the first
date of appearance.
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(The Ehrenreich material was a publicity release
for the trade show scheduled in Philadelphia in
1961. It is a truly tantalizing piece for the Nikon
F collector. This single publication contains the
first information on the 500/f5 Mirror; the 35-85
/f2.8 zoom; the 55 Micro-Nikkor; the 200mm/f4; the
135mm/f2 and the 200-600mm zoom. The follow up
supplementary price list is even more interesting.
It lists the 35-85 zoom at $399.50 with a special
leather case (CC451) at $22.50! The 2 publications
together suggest a lengthy retrospective of 1961.
To be resumed.)

Unfortunately, the M-B Tube proved less than
effective. Mounted on the lens, it tends to rotate
with the preset ring. Further, it tends to stick in
place and, when loosened, to unscrew the front
element with it (I can attest to this, as I have
just such a problem...RJR!)! Not every piece can be
wonderful. Motivation for the redesigned front end
shown in the later lenses is apparent.

Even with these troublesome "faults", the
original 5.5cm Micro-Nikkor appears to have been a
favorite lens for close up and bellows work. I
believe many of these lenses continue in use. The
one in these photos was obtained from an active
photographer who had two of them; he now has one
lens and a solicitous friend.



Top..The M-B Tube ordiginally came in a Light gray
box with a ned felt intenior. The tube itself was
packaged in a plastic bag with the NKT Logo. This
particular box has an interesting typo!
Legt..The M-B tube 4n place on the BR adaptexr
mounted on the Bellows 11. This configuration shows
the structure of the set up when the fLens 44
mounted 4n nevense on the Bellows.
Bottom..Lens 44 now mounted and extended to about
one halg maximum. The obvious Astrness may explain
the annoying tendency of the tube to bind on %o
Loosen the front element of the Lens.

(AL photos by Les Seeligson)
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D
Westminster

‘Exclusively... Nikon

40 Churton Street . Pimlico . London . SW1V 2LP . England
Telephone 071-828 4925 o 828 3218 . Fax 071-976 5783

GRAYS OF WESTMINSTER is a charming period shop situated in a
quiet Georgian street in central London just a few minutes walk from
Victoria Railway Station and within easy reach of the world-famous Tate
Gallery and the historic River Thames.

Specialising exclusively in Nikon (the choice of 85% of the world's pro-
fessional photographers) we endeavour to stock almost all catalogued
Nikon items, for instance all types of F4, all models of F3, the F90
series plus F-801S, F-601, FM2n in black and chrome, and also the
Nikonos RS & V underwater systems. Naturally we stock every one of
the range of twenty-five Autofocus lenses and a selection of the manual
Nikkor lenses. The Grays of Westminster Catalogue issued twice yearly
and the Grays of Westminster Gazette issued every six weeks have
become an institution in the Nikon world.

The famous Nippon Kogaku Room where early Nikon items are on dis-
play is situated in a separate area of Grays of Westminster. It was
opened on the 256th July 1992 as part of our celebrations of the 75th
Anniversary of Nikon. The name Nikon comes from the first four letters
of the original company name: NIppon KOgaku to which the letter ‘N’
was added. The stock is, of course, ever-changing, but typically
includes Nikon Rangefinder, the Nikon F family and all the F2 models,
lenses and accessories. Grays of Westminster have become renowned
for the quality of their equipment, and have set a standard to which
other dealers aspire. People who demand and value top quality will not
be disappointed. Furthermore both written and telephone queries will
always be dealt with in a prompt, friendly and helpful manner.

Grays are usually the first place that collectors contact for early and rare
Nikon cameras, lenses and accessories. We are regularly consulted by
writers, researchers, television and film production companies for advice
and supply of Nikon equipment for both period and modern films.  All
this can be viewed in delightfully comfortable old-fashioned surround-
ings where we welcome part exchanges of other quality equipment.

Fast and reliable MAIL ORDER on any Nikon item is available to all UK
and worldwide destinations. We send goods right across the globe as a
matter of routine, so you can confidently rely on us to meet your
requirements for despatch to any part of the world. Our hours of busi-
ness are 9.30am to 6pm Monday to Friday, and from 9.30am to 2pm
Saturdays local time. Out of these hours an answerphone service is
available, or if you prefer you may deal with us by fax at any time.

“... the kind of service of which legends are made
... Grays of Westminster.”

Amateur Photographer magazine

NIPPON
RKOGAKU

LETTERS..

Tony ‘Back Cover  Hurst and myself have seven
50mm/f1.1 Nikkors between us, and neither of us
knows the whole story behind this lens. We need to
know more, and with your help we shall. Many years
ago we can both remember seeing in Bob’s book an SP
with a huge lump of glass. I can remember dreaming
at the time about owning one of these beautiful
toys! Well 4 lenses later, and 3 for Tony, we want
to attempt to throw more light on this already
light sensitive lens. So far it has been covered by
500 words in “the book”, that is the Nikon range-
finder bible. At the time of writing his book, RJR
knew more than anybody, even Nikon, which says a
lot for his ground work. But now 10 years and 39
NHS Journals later, still no more has been written
about the 50mm/f1.1 Nikkor. Lens #119600 seems to
be the start of production and of our quest.
February 1956 saw the launch of the lens. This was
a world class lens coming from a company which only
a few years before faced near bankruptcy. This must
have been a major decision for the people at N-K,
for Leitz and Zeiss had no plans to make such a
lens. So in six short years they went from copying
the Germans to market leaders.

All of you who have had a chance to play with
the 5cm/fl.1 will know that the internal mount does
not look or feel quite right. Why? Well the only
reason I can come up with is that it was the first
lens N-K made themselves. There was no one to copy,
they had to break new ground. The bayonet of the
internal f1.1 is not as close fitting, as we had
come to expect from Nikon. They are slightly loose.
However, this did not affect the sharpness. In 1956
no one had heard of ergonomics, about making things
feel right. The f1.1 worked, that was the most im-
portant thing. But we as collectors want to know
more and thats why you all are now getting the
chance. Speak now or forever hold your peace.

Looking back at 1956 it must have been a
difficult decision, placing Nikon’s head on the
block (Thank God. If they had done otherwise we
might now be collecting Practikas or stamps!). I ve
seen about 10 internals without noticing many dif-
ferences until I recently got my second one and
noticed it differed from the one I had. It appears
the back part of the lens has been re-thought. Why
would N-K want to re-tool and re-think just the
back part of such a low production lens? I am sure
that quite a few items made in the 50s’ were made
at a loss, and this was probably one of them. An
f1.1 loss leader back in the days when quality came
first, second and last, and cost-cutting was an
unheard of dirty word.

I have 2 externals, 1 engraved in feet, the
other in meters. This is the only difference I can
find. What we would like form you fellow members
are photos, details..and more. Screw mount lenses!
Has anyone seen one in Contax mount? Is there or
was there a Dummy lens made? What sort of cases
were made. How many different types of shades? Try
to take a few photos. I know we collectors are
lousy photographers, but try anyway. Lets put this
lens on the map together and give it its rightful
place in the sun. We look forward to hearing from

you. Lets make NHS-41 or 42 the Journal to cover
the 5cm f1.1 Nikkor! Tony & Peter.
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CLASSIC CAMERA COMPANY

LIMITED

MARION AND CHRISTOPH TRESTLER
45 AINGER ROAD,LONDON NW3
TELEPHONE & FAX: 071-722 9417

Having grown out of our own collecting activities, our company has
specialized in Nikon equipment from 1946 up to the late seventies, and we
are now the first address for collectors all over Europe. Our wide range
of cameras, lenses, accessories and literature includes all the "standard"
items like S, SP, F, Photomics and all the regular lenses. On top of that
we always have a selection of special or very rare items (currently there
is, amongst others, a rangefinder 21lmm and a Nikon F Highspeed Model. We
are constantly looking to buy equipment in collectible quality. Recently
we arranged the sale of the collection of the late William Fraker.

Another important part of our service is to advise our clients in
finding items and structuring their collections (being collectors ourselves,
we enjoy exchanging knowledge and experience).

Please call us for further details or just a first chat. You can
reach us during the day (sometimes our answer phone is on), but also during
evenings and weekends. Our telephone also works as a fax machine. We welcome

visitors by appointment.

WANTED FOR CASH

Nikon rangefinder bodies, lenses, motors, mirror boxes,
stereo attachment, anything Nikon!
Nikon reflex...classic to contemporary..vintage 1959 to 1993.
Leica screw mount, M and R in clean, original condition.
Rare Leica, e.g., Compur, 72, Monte en Sarre, MP, black paint M,
military green & grey M, Hologon, 50/f1.2 Noctilux, Thambar, Summarex, Stemar!
Commemorative Leica, e.g., M4 50yr., M4-2 Gold, M4P Everest,
M6 Platinum, M6 Colombo, R3 LHSA!
Leica copies...Canon, Hansa, Seiki, Leotax, Tanack, Tower, Honor, Nicca, etc.
Contax, Contarex, Zeiss Hologon, Contaflex TLR, Alpa, Minolta CL, CLE,
Kinoptik, Angenieux, Zunow, Verito, Nicolapersheid, Biotar, Biogon, Heliar.

This is not a complete list. Contact us if you have ANYTHING you think may be
of interest to us. Thank you!

Ask for Peter Walnes or Jon Harris (both NHS members!). Available for advice
from 4:30 AM EST Monday thru Friday!

FIELDGRASS&GALLE

203 Welsbach House, The Business Village, Broomhill Road, London SW18 4JQ
Telephone: 081-870 7611 - Fax: 081-870 6551 - Telex: 917003
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CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE...Nikon FTn black #74xxxxx, F2 cosmetics,
Mint-.$325; Nikon F2AS chrome #80xxxxx, Ex-.$650;
Nikon F2AS black #79xxxxx, Mint-.$700; Nikkor 50mm
f1.4, non-AI, Mint.$90; 50mm f1.2 AIS.$300; 15mm
£3.5.$1450; 85mm fl1.4 w/shade/caps.$615; 105mm £2.8
Micro w/shade/caps.$510; MD2/MB1.$550; MD3/MB2.$495
Newer Nikon equipment available, please call.
Edward ‘s Fine Cameras, 4200 Easton Dr., Suite 14,
Bakersfield, CA 93309. Tel..(805)-872-5335
Fax..(805)-325-6554.

FOR SALE...Nikon EL2 chrome, mint beauty, $305;
Nikkormat FT3 chrome, mint beauty, $240; Nikkormat
FTn black, mint-, sharp!, $185. Prices include all
shipping. WANTED...Nikon F2 eyelevel, mint+, Nikon
rangefinder (S2)-economical? Larry Jessie, 1308
Parkington Lane, Bowie, MD 20716. (301) 249-9648.

Selling List..I periodically send out a list of
Nikon RF and reflex items as well as some other
quality gear for sale or trade. To get on my
mailing list just drop me a line telling me so.
Robert Rotoloni, PO Box 3213, Munster, IN 46321.
WANTED. .By Nikonos collector..Nikonos I with white
leather covering; Calypso camera w/35 lens; any
Calypso and Nikonos I literature. Please call Bob
Rogen at (916) 454-3317. Thank you!

WANTED. .Nikon M and S cameras and related items.
Quality is important. David Simon, 819 N. Fairfax
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90046.

FOR TRADE..85-250mm/f4-4.5 #174xxx with funny mis-
engraving on the chrome front ring (f=25mm and not
250mm!), complete w/close-up lens, shade & caps,
mint-, recently serviced by Nikon. WANTED..early
Nikon F eyelevel or Photomic F, early F36, 8.5-25cm
f/4-4.5 zoom, preset 5.5cm Micro, preset 10.5cm/f4
Nikkor. Richard de Stoutz, Fliederweg 11, CH-3600
Thun, Switzerland. Tel-011-41-33-22-2767 or Fax at
011-41-31-63-6830.

WANTED. .camera bracket for SB-1 electronic flash
for early F. Have RF item(s) for trade..two piece
hood for 35/50mm lens & series filter retaining
ring, black finish, mint cond. Earl Wong, PO Box
8175, Van Nuys, CA 91409-8175. ATT 0700-703-9516.
FOR SALE..Nikon SP exposure meter #9625734 (works)
with incident plate & cs, mint-, $295; Variframe
finder Type 6 #364750, parts condition only, $100;
13.5/f4 MIOJ Nikkor #904333, rear cap, but no shade
or case, EX+, $750; Close-up outfit for Nikon S, in
case & box, EX/EX+, box torn on top, $245; Good sup-
ply of original RF literature, including IBs on the
M, S, S2, SP, S3. Also original dealer’s brochures.
Mike Symons, 3844 Merriman Dr., Victoria, B.C.,
Canada, V8P 2S9. Tel-604-477-1867 after 6PM PDT.
FOR SALE...New Nikon Faszination from Peter Braczko
420 pages of Nikon. Signed & dedicated! Book weight
1.88kg, please add postage, air-sea-land. Please
send check drawn on US bank. Print your name and
address clearly. WANTED...Oddball Nikon bits like
microscopes, transite, theodolites, binoculars, F2
Data Camera, F2 High Speed, telescopes, gun sights.
Peter Lownds, E. de Zwijgerstraat 24, Rotterdam
3043 VD, Holland. Tel/Fax. 31-10-415-9136.
WANTED...Collector seeks RF items: bodies, lenses &
accessories. Nikkors in SM. Canon bodies and lenses
in particular 19mm, 25mm, 50/0.95, 200mm and Mirror
Box. All types of Leica copies. Nikkors for F like
Fisheye OP, 55mm UV, PS Micro, 400-600-800-1200
heads & mount. Per Kullenberg, Ollingvej 11, 6933
Kibaek, Denmark. Tel. 45-971-91393.

DAVID BIREN
CINCINNATI, OH

JOHN CARDEN
HUNTINGTON, NY

EDDIE CHAN
HONG KONG

JOSE LUIS COSENTINO
PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL

AARON DAVIS
UNITED CAMERA

NEW MEMBERS

TATSUSHI IIJIMA
TOKYO JAPAN

NICK JANNES
EAST MOLINE, IL

SYDNEY JU
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

CHRIS KOK
HONG KONG

PIERRE LAFFONTA
TARBES, FRANCE

PROVIDENCE, R.I.

HUBERT LOZANO
LARRY GREEN SYRACUSE, NY
FORT WAYNE, IN

ERNESTO LUCIDI
KAREN HILLMAN ARICCIA, ITALY
BELLEVUE, WA

BERNARD PINAZZI
KENNETH K.C. HO SEMEAC, FRANCE
HONG KONG

DANNY TUYELAARS
JACK HOBAN TURNHOUT, BELGIUM

BEAUMONT, AUSTRALIA

NEW ADDRESSES

JOHN BAIRD

PO BOX 90

GLEED STATION
YAKIMA, WA 98904

STEPHEN GANDY
1591 STODDARD AVE
THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91360

DEREK COOKE FRANK MAZZOCCHI
2 BIRCH GROVE, WELLING, 117 N. 5TH STREET
KENT DAl6 2JW, ENGLAND BROOKLYN, NY 11211

MICHAEL DOWNEY JIMMY PURIMAHUWA

H4 PAK TAK YUEN, GROTE BUITENDIJK 144
LOK KWAI PATH, FO TAN, 1991 TE VELSERBROEK
NT, HONG KONG HOLLAND

NEXT ISSUE

The deadline for the next issue of the NIKON
JOURNAL will be September 1, 1993. This will be our
"10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE"!!!!!!....I would hope to
make it a special one in some way. Remember to get
your photos to me for our special member gallery!
Lets celebrate our first decade in style! Get all
contributions to me by the above date so issue #41
can come off on schedule. Thank You!!!

BLACK IS
BEAUTIFUL!

PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING SERIAL NUMBERS TO OUR
OFFICIAL "NHS BLACK LIST" PUBLISHED IN NHS-37!

6180663 6320220

FOR TRADE/SALE...Two Nikon S cameras w/f2 & fl.4
lenses;85/f2 MIOJ Nikkor w/caps/cs; various reflex
lenses in ‘cm”; waist & eyelevel finders for "F".
Wanted..Nikon S2 black dials. James Leathem, PO Box
50355, Parks, AZ 86018. Tel..602-635-2117.

WANTED. .Specialized adapter made by Cook & Perkins,
Orion or other off brands, which allows the place-
ment & rangefinder focusing of Nikon RF and Contax
lenses on a screw mount Leica body. Also looking
for clean user SP, 25mm & 19mm viewfinders. David
Biren, 338 Ludlow Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45220. Office-
513-751-1440. Home Tel/Fax-513-221-3541.
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THAT YOU POSSESS AN ITEM THAT FULFILLS THESE
PLEASE SEND ME AT LEAST TWO OR MORE
VARIED VIEWS OF YOUR ODDITY ALONG WITH ANY IN-

THIS "ODDS N’ ENDS" PAGE WILL BE RESERVED IN
ALL FUTURE ISSUES OF "THE NIKON JOURNAL" AS A
SHOWCASE FOR THE RARE, THE UNUSUAL & OFFBEAT,
OR JUST THE OUT OF THE ORDINARY! IF YOU FEEL

THE

NIKON

CRITERIA,

FORMATION THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST. THANKS!

I recently received this letter and photo from
member Bob Thompson. Since I was not able to answer
his questions I thought maybe someone else could
help out! (RJR)

Bob, I recently found this item at a local
garage sale, and not finding it mentioned in your
book, I thought I would see if you knew of it or
had seen it before. It is basically a Nikon S3 with
an elongated body casting allowing for the addition
of a second lens mount producing a stereo camera
similar to so many others made during the 1950s”.
It is fitted with a matched set of 50/f1.4 Nikkors
with the same serial number, yet the body has no
number of any kind! Strange! Any idea of what I may
have? Since it has 2 standard Nikon RF lens mounts,
it is much more practical than the Stereo-Nikkor as
it can produce the 3D effect with different focal
lengths. Can you imagine a pair of 25mm Nikkors, or
how about a set of 50/fl.1s!!!
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