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Instructions for Operating 

The Graflex Finger Print Camera 

'laking the Expo ure 

The GraBex Finger Print Camera i upplied complete with len , 
hutter, two batterie , ten lamp , one 2;{ x 3;{ GraBex Cut Film 

H older or GraBex P late H older, and Focusing P anel. 

THE 
CAMERA 

The camera is opened, for the purpose of renewing the 
batteries and cleaning the lens, by pressing the button 
1 located in the middle of the camera. The batteries 

B, which provide current for ill uminating the finger print, when the 





photographic record is made, are 10 ated in the middl section . They 
can be ea ily drawn out when exhau ted , and new batterie dropped 
into po ition with the bras contact point C turned inward toward 
the corresponding contact point on the outer wall of the middle 
partition. The mall drawer M, located in the middle partiti on, con
tains 6 extra miniature lamps. 

The lens and shutter mechanism is situat ed on th rear sec ti on of 
the camera . The len D i. an f. 6.3 Kod ak Anasti gmat , which is 
unalterably fixed in the camera at a point that render. a Full Sized 
image of the finger print or other obj t photographed . 

THE LIGHT- Four miniature lamp V , op rat ed by the batterie , 
ING SYSTEM a re located in the camera h ad. The front cone ~ 

is opened only for the purpo e of renewin O' burned 
out lamps by pre ing button O. At all other time thi front cone 
section hould be lock d firmly in po ition. Th four lamp V a re 
lighted with the least depre sion of the exposure leve r E, and r main 
lighted until the exposure is completed, and the lever returns to its 
normal po ition. If occa ion hould r quire u e of the lamps for 
locating fin ger prints, or other purpose, they may be li o'hted with
out use of the shutter mechani m by pressing t he small butt n Fl, 
located beneath the xpo ure lever. 

TOT E: : The bulb u ed in the Finger Print Ca mera a re f p cial make a nd voltage, 
manufactured for the Fohn r Grafl ex Corpora tion, for use in the above in trument, 
and ean be procured from them on ly . 

The front met al dool' I , on the one section N, cover t h front 
aperture K and erve. a. a prot ction for t he lamps a nd I n when 
not in use. Thi door i. open d by pressing a concealed button located 
on the und r ide of the front panel, dis 10. ing th aperture K , which 
i 2X x 334 inche , the full ize of t he fi lm apacity of the in trument, 
proving mo t conveni nt for qui ckl y and properly placing the camera 
over the fin ger prints. 

THE CAMERA When the fi nger pri nt i locat d and ready for 
IN USE the negative to be mad , t he met al front door of 

t h camera i. opened ; t he rec tangula r front aper
ture is placed directly over the fi ng I' print ; t he camera is then placed 
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firmly against the surface upon which the print is located (if you wish 
to center the print, use the ground glass focusing panel) : the safety 
slide L of the Film H older is drawn out; the exposure lever is de
pressed, automatically lighting the electric lamps which illuminate 
the subject, and the exposure made. 

Exposures of varying duration can be made by depressing the 
exposure lever E until the upper edge of the lever is in regist er with 
the line T, holding it at that point the required time, and termi
nating the exposure by de pres ing the lever as far as it will go, and 
allowing it to return to its original position at the upper end of the 

Full Size Reproduction 

lever slot, thereby extinguishing the lamps. The slide L must be 
returned to the Film Holder before removing the holder from the 
camera. 

THE 
FINGER 
PRINT 

Finger Prints are found impressed upon a wide variety 
of subjects, such as safes, woodwork, glass, silverware, 
paper, etc., presenting a quite extensive range of base 
color. Wherever finger prints are accidentally made with

out the aid of any coloring matter, such as dust, paint, grime, blood 
and such like, the faint impression left must be brought into contrast 
with the material upon which it occurs, by dusting it with a suitable 
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powder (white on dark surface , black on light surfaces) which 
adheres to the pattern produced by the oily moisture, ever present 
on the urface ridges of the hands. Preparing the finger print in 
this manner insures much better photographic results. 

THE 
EXPOSURE 

It is not on ly necessary to preserve all detai l of 
the rid ge form ation appearing in the finger print
the contrast between the finger print and the sur
face upon wh ich it is found must al 0 be shown 
in the photographic record or negative. This 
contrast can be readi ly acquired by the use of a 
suitable film or plate properly developed. 

When the Finger Print are located upon dark 
surfaces, such as safes, poli hed mahogany, oak, 
etc ., we recommend the u e of Cut Film, P ar 

Speed, or Eastman 40 Plate, and an expo ure of about 5 seconds. 

When photographing Finger Prints upon light urfaces such as 
chinaware, paper, silverware, mirrors, etc ., it i de irable on account 
of the highly reflective properties of such surfaces, to use a slower 
material that wi ll give greater contrast than the Eastman 40 Plate. In 
such cases the Eastman Process Plate, Eastman Process Cut Film, or 
Kodak Process Film P ack given about 6 seconds expo. ure will be 
found to have the req uired contrast. 

NOTE: While the Finger Print amera is e entially what the name implies, it is 
particularly adapted to the photographing of signatures, or anything on a plane surface 
(actual size) that is within the limit of the fi lm or plate used . 

The formula given on page 8 will produce the black and white 
contrast necessary in finger print work. The use of D eveloping Tanks 
insures greater certainty in the result and entire freedom f!"Om in 
jurious abrasions of the negative. 
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Correct 
Exposure 

6 Sees. 

_ 0; .... 

-;~~ . 
~-

Under 
Exposure 

2 Sees. 

Over 
Exposure 
35 Sec . 

The black finger prints here shown were impre sed upon a white surface. 
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( 'orrect 
Expo ure 

.5 Sec . . 

I nder 
Expo urt' 

Y2 ee. 

Over 
E'posure 
30 Secs. 

The white fi nger prints here shown were impre. sed upon a hi~hly polished 
black surface. 
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ELON.HYDROQUINONE PROCESS 
DEVELOPER 

The fo llowing formula, D-ll , dissolved in the order given, and used 
fu ll trength, at a temperature of 65°, wi ll produce excellent contrast 
in the Cut Film , Par Speed, Ea tman 40, Eastman Proce s Plates, 
Ea tman Proce Cut Film, and Kodak Process Film P ack exposed 
in the manner ugge ted on page 5. 

Water (about 125° F. for mixing) 
E lon ......... . 

od ium Sulphite, desi • ated (E. K. Co. ) 
Hydroquinone . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sod ium Carbonate, d siccat ed (E. K. Co.) . 
Pota ium Bromide .... . 
Cold water to make . . .. .... . 

16 ounces 
15 grain 

272 ounces 
130 gra!ns 
365 "Tams 

73 grams 
32 ounce 

FOLMER GRAFLEX CORPORATION 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

Manufacturer of: 

PHOTORECORD IDE NTIFICATION 0 TFIT- An easily operated 
mugging outfit wh ich require no photographic skill: eat your ubject
Lurn on the light - pres the button- that's all . 

'E~TURY ST DIO 0 TFITS- U ed by police department in making 
tand-ups, group and in copying and enlarging. 

FINGER PRINT A 1ERA- A self contained unit u ed by police for 
photographing finger print, abstracting ignature and copying small 
surface. 

I NSPECTOGRAPH- A camera tyled after the Finger Print Camera, but 
requiring no batteries. The built-in lamps are fed by an extension cord 
which plug into any city circuit. Has wide indu trial and commercial 
applications where copying of Bat surfaces in actual size i de irable. 

SPEED GRAPHIC- A compact camera wh ich when equipped with focal 
plane and between-lens hutter give a wide variety of peeds. ed 
by police in photographing cene where quick action i the important 
element. 

GRAFLEX- ed by police where extremely harp focu and good com
po ition is vital- a in automobile accident in order to e tabli h who 
probably wa at fault . 

CENT RY U rIVER AL- A mo t Bexible view camera providing every 
adju tment nece ary by police in order to ecure undi torted images 
even when photographing in cramped quarter and from difficult angles. 
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