MINOLTA PANORAMA HEAD II
FOR MINOLTA SLR CAMERAS

The Minolta Panorama Head [ is specially designed to be attachded between a Minolta

single-lens-reflex camera and a tripod for photographing panoramic views up to a full 360°
in a sequence of photos that can be matched accurately. It can be set to automatically
provide proper interval and overlap between successive frames with various Rokkor (Rokkor-
X) lenses and has a built-in level. Excellent panoramas can thus be easily made without
the need of checking coverage of each frame through the viewfinder.

NAMES OF PARTS

Camera mounting

screw
Clamp lever

Rotation disk with
grip

Interval selector
Scale index
Focal-length scale

Bubble level

Tripod socket (on
underside)

Attaching the head

e

2.

3.

4.

Move the ciamp lever cilockwise (as viewed from top) as far as it will go to extend the
camera-mounting screw.

Screw the camera-mounting screw into the tripod socket of the camera, and turn it so
that the focal-length scale can be read conveniently.

Move the clamp lever all the way counterclockwise to retract the mounting screw and
tighten the camera in place.

Mount the camera and head on a tripod by means of the head’s tripod socket.

Making panoramic sequences

il

Make sure that the camera is level by adjusting the tripod until the bubble in the level
window is centered within the red circle.

Successive frames will not match properly if the camera is not level.

Click the number corresponding to the focal length of the lens to be used into place
opposite the index dot by turning the black interval selector. There is a marked click-
stop each for 28mm, 35mm, 50mm, 85mm, and 100mm Rokkor (Rokkor-X) lenses. Use
the 85mm setting for sequences with a 55mm or 58mm lens. If 21mm or 24mm lenses
are to be used, use the 28mm setting for them. The number of exposures needed to
cover 360° at eachs etting is as follows: 100, 20; 85mm, 18; 50mm, 10; 35mm, 8;
28mm, 6.

Before the first exposure, make sure that the rotation disk is set at one of its detents.
After making the first exposure, turn the grip and camera to the next detent for the
next exposure, and so on until the desired angle has been covered.

To pan the camera freely without detents, set the white dot next to “28” on the focal-

length scale to the index. This is particularly useful for smooth panning with movie cameras.
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