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ALDA is an old-established and reputable 
name in fine amateur cameras. 

Modern production methods make it possible to offer 
these quality cameras at consistently low prices, true 
to the founding principle of Balda Camera Works 
established in 1908: 'More Camera For Less Money'. 

BALDA, BALDESSA, BALDESSAMAT, BALDAMATIC tc. are 
Trade Marks registered with the u.s. Patent Office. and re
corded with u.s. Customs at every port of entry to prevent 
unauthorized importation. 
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ALL BALDA MODELS SHOWN HERE HAVE THESE EXCELLENT FEATURES: 

• Keymatic half-turn fa st-seq ue nce • Automat ic rewind clutch 
fi lm advance • Accesso ry shoe 

• Automatic shutter cocki ng • T ri pod socket 
• Large , lumi nous fra me viewfinder • Cable rel ease socket 
• Drop-in film load ing • Die-cast a ll-metal body for la st in< 
• Film adva nce control signa l stu rdi ness and alignme nt 

• Double exposure prevention • Black leather g rain coveri ng 

• Snap-out rewi nd cra nk handle • Sat in chro me trim 

For additional fine features, see complete 
description of each model below 

BALDESSA F - with built- in flashgun. 

Fine BAlDA quality in a moderately priced 35mm 
camera for easy picture-taking day and night! Exclu
sive light-Matic exposure control dial automatical ly 
gives correct exposure with any film from ASA 16 to 
ASA 1600, with the mere setting of the prevailing 
ligh t condition. The 45mm f / 2.8 Color-Baldanar lens 
makes sharp, bri llia nt pictures; distance-setting is sim
ple and fast with the color-coded Color-Guidematic 
focusing system for SCENE, GROUP, PORTRAIT or 
NEAR subjects . The shutter is adjustable for 1/ 30, 
1/ 60 and 1/ 125 second, with a B-setting for longer 
exposures to suit every light condition. The b uilt-in 

polished chrome flashgun pops up wi th th e t o uc h of 
a small lever. The simple setting of a d istance scal e 
assures fine flash pictures, does away with comp licated 
Guide N umbers. In addition, the Baldessa F has all 
the excellent BAlDA feat ures shown at t he t o p o i 
the page_ Dimensions: 2% x 3112 x 4%" ; we ight. 
approximately 15112 ounces. [6426-60 ] [4M7323-95] 

Cat. No. 11025 .. ... 39.95 

Cat. No. li416 Deluxe Eveready Case 
[227-00) [4M326-30] . 10.50 

BALDESSAMAT F - Automatic with built-in flashgun. 

This latest Balda model com b ines fine optical and 
mechanical qua lity and an ingenious array of auto
matic features for perfect pictures without fuss or 
bother! Adjustable for all color or black-and-whit" 
films fro m ASA 10 to 400, the Baldessamat F auto
matica lly assigns a shutter speed between 1/30 and 
1/ 500 second while the bui lt-in exposure meter auto
matically sets the right f-stop for cor rect exposure. 
When there is not enough light for automatic expo
sure, a red "stop" signal appears in the viewfinder; 
with a light push of a small leve r, the built-in BC 
flash unit pops straight up, ready for use with AG-I 
bulbs. The a ll -m etal polished chrome reflector assures 
strong over-all f lash ill umination. There's no need to 
bother with Guide Numbers; the mere turning of the 
flash distance scale gives correct flash exposure! A 
built-in bulb ejector eliminates dange r of finger burns. 
An accessory shoe and secondary flash outlet are pro
vided for use with elect ronic or other flash un it. 
Distance setting for sharp pictures with the fine 
45mm 02.8 Color-Baldana r lens is simple and fas t 
with the Color-Guidematic focusing system of the 
Baldessamat F. The lens mount is marked off into 
clearly defined colo r-coded distance zones; the names 
of the colors even have the same starting letters as 

the designated zones : skyb lue fo r SC EN E, gree n fo r 
G ROUP, p ink fo r PO RT RAI T, neutral for NEA R. As 
added insurance that the lens is co rrect ly focused, the 
zone settings- Scene, Group, Portrait, Near- are pro
jected into the viewfinder, clearly spe lled ou t . The 
large, clea r viewfinder- perfect even fo r eyeglass 
wearers-shows the picture area in a br ight l umino u ~ 
frame for easy and fast aiming . 
To assure the utmost bri ll iance and crisp color re p ro
duction, the lens is provided with a b uilt- in t wist-out 
le ns shade and a filter retaining ring for use witI' 
Series 5 filters- no added accessories to carry o r tc 
buy! 
In a<:fd'it ion, the Baldessamat F has automatic ze re 
setting of exposure counter, and all the other p rover 
Ba ld a features listed above. Dimensi o ns: 2% x 3112 ) 
40/4"; weight approximately 19112 ounces. 
[7446-60 ] [4M844 1-95] 

Cat. No. 11023 Baldessamat F (in Gift Carton) 
Camera only 69.9! 

Cat. No. 11416 Deluxe Eveready Case 
[227-001 [4M326-30] 10.5( 

NOTE: Att ract ive Gift Carton has space for came ra 
eveready case , flash bulbs, battery. (Illustrated above 

BALDESSAMAT RF - Automatic with coupled rangefinder and built-in flash . 

Designed for the serious amateur who prefers range
finder foc using to the distance zone sym bols used 
in the Ba!dessamat F viewfinder. In a d dition to the 
same fine le ns, built-in flash gun and all other new 
features of the Model F, the Baldessamat RF has a 
luminous frame viewfinder with b uilt-in coupled range
finder and fully automatic pa rallax correction at all 
dis t ances. Weig ht : 20 ou nces; dimensio ns: 2% x 3112 
x 4% " . [7553-30 ] [4M8447-95 ] 

Cat. No. 11024 Baldessamat RF (i n Gift C arton ) 
C amera only.............................. .. ........................ 79.9! 

Cat. No. 11416 Deluxe Eve ready Case 
[227-00 ] [4M326-30] 10.51 

NOT E: Attractive Gift Ca rto n has spa ce fo r carner· 
eve ready case, flash bu lb, battery. (I ll ust ra ted above 
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SUPER BALDAMATIC I AUTOMATIC Camera w ith "OPTIControl ". 

This most versatile Ba ld a camera gives the beginner 
perfec, exposures automatically, yet permits the ad
vanced amateur to use manual settings for -special 
effects and individual results! The 45mm f/2.8 Color
Baldanar lens is mounted in the latest COMPUR 
AUTOMATIC shutter with speeds up to 1/500 sec . 
which can be pre-set. When the shutter is set on 'A ', 
the built-in exposure meter automatically adjusts the 
lens opening for correct exposure at the moment when 
the shutter re lea se button is pressed. Selective light 
readings may be made and locked in , if desired. The 
more advanced amateur may use the exposure meter 
for conventional light measurement, and set shutter 
speeds and f-stops manua lly. The exposure meter is 
adjustab le from ASA 10 to ASA 1250. The shutter 

also has a 'B' setting for longer exposures, and X flash 
synch ron ization. 
The "OPTIControl" in the Super Baldamatic I view
finder shows critical focus with the coincident image 
rangefinder, the f-stop selected by the electric eye, 
and the exact picture area within a lumi nous frame 
with automatic para ll ax correction at all distances. 
In addition, the Super Baldamatic I has all the other 
proven Balda features. Dimensions approximately 2% 
x 3112 x 4%"; weight approximately 20 ounces. 
[1773-00] [3M 1765-70] 

Cat. No. 11022 109.S0 

Cat. No. 11416 Eveready Case 
[227-00] [4M326-30] ...... . 10.SO 

BALDAMATIC III with " OPTIControl" and Interchangeable Lenses. 

Balda's top-quality precision miniature camera for the BA l DAMATIC II I with SOmm f/2 .B Balda-Xenar 
most critical demands, at moderate price. The OPTI- [1891-67 ] [4M I787-09] 
Control of the large luminous frame finder shows the C at . No. 11020 .............. .. .. 

Cat . No. 11412 Del uxe Eveready Case 
[127-00 J [4M226-30 ] ... . .............. .. 

BAlDAMATIC II I with SOmm f/1.9 
Balda-Xenon [27 106.33 ] [4M 3799.97 ] 
Cat. No. 11021 .... ............... .. 

137.S0 

10.SO 

IS9.S0 

parallax-corrected field for the 35mm, 50mm, and 
135mm lens, correct distance setting with built-in 
coupled rangefinder, and correct exposure with built
in Gossen exposure meter-all without removing the 
camera from the eye! Choice of 50mm f/2 .8 Xenar or 
50mm f /1.9 Xenon lens, fully interchangeable with 
wide-angle and telephoto lenses to tackle any picture 
prob lem and subject. All lenses couple au tom atically to 
the rangefinder, and to the precise Com pur Rapid 
Synchro shutter with ten speeds from I second to 
1/500 sec" "B", M-X flash synchronization, and auto
matic self timer. The shutter-coupled Gossen exposure 
meter is adjustable for film exposure indexes from ASA 
6 to ASA 2500, and may also be set fo r automatic 
compensation of filter factors. By matching a red 
pointer with the exposure me te r needle in the OPTI· 
Control finder , the lens and shutter is automatically set 
for correct exposure; change of f-sto p or shutter speed 
is automatically compensated to maintain a constant 
ratio for equal ~xposure. Automatic pointers indicate 
the depth of field for every f-stop and distance set-

Cat. No. 11413 Special Eveready Case for ca me ra 
with F/I .9 le ns [12 8.50 ] [4M227.65] .......... .... 12.7S 

Other interchangeable len.e. for Baldamatic III : 
Cat. No. 11101 35mm f/2.8 Balda-Curtagon 
wide-angle len s [8448-43] ... .. .. .. ...................... 74.S0 

Cat. No. 11 102 135mm f/4 
Ba lda -Te le-Xenar telephoto lens 
[8551-67] ..... . .... .. . 

Cat. No. 11414 leather Case for 35mm 
Balda-Curtagon lens [71 1-77] ....... 

79.50 

2.95 

ting . Dimensions, approximately 3 x 3112 x 4% inches. Cat. No. 1141S leather Case fo r 135mm 
Weight, approxi~ately 24 ounces. Ba ld a-Te le-Xenar lens [722-37] ...... -...... 

LENS SHADE/FIL TER HOLDERS. Screw-In lens 

Cat. No. 11507 Lens Shade/Filter Holder for 
Baldamatic I, II, and III (f/2.8): holds Series 6 
filters. [434-20] .. .. ..... ........... 7.00 

Cat. No. 11510 ~ens Shade/Fi iter Holder for 
Baldamatic III (f /1.9); holds Series 6 

shades accept regular "Series" fllters. 

Cat. No. I I SOB Lens Shade/ Filter Hol der for 
35mm f/2.8 Curtaoon; holds Series 6 filte rs. 
[434-80 ] ... . ... : ........................... ... .. ............. .. 

Cat. No. IIS09 Lens Shadel Filter Holder fo r 
13 5mm f/4 Tele-Xenar; holds Se ries 8 filte rs. 

3.95 

B.OO 

filters. [536-60 ] . 11.00 [ 139-60 ] ... ................................. 16.00 

May be assorted 
( .-



fI'I~ FLASH UNITS 

BALDA FIVE SHOOTER - Automatic repeating B/C flashgun. 

Uniqu e, fast shooting flash unit with rotary magazine 
tha t hold up to 5 AG bu lbs for single or sequence 
shots- faster than electronic flash! Fits standard ac
cessory shoe on all cameras. Just 11/2" wide; 3112" 
diameter. Weight on ly 3112 ounces. Spring operated 
"Ferris Wheel " holds bulbs, each in silvered reflector; 
trigger advances bulbs for flash after flash; counter 
dial shows how many flashes are left. Interchangeable 
blue and clear prisma t ic lenses produce st rong il lu 
mination even for wide-ang le shots, and serve as 
protective flash shields. Blue lens permits using clear 
bulbs fo r daylight color fi lms . Convenient flash dia l 
whee l gives f·s top setti ngs for camera, also acts as 
bulb ejector. Bui lt-in 9-inch connecting cord sto res 
neatly around dial whee l when not in use. Hand
somely styled in high impact resistant mate rial with 
smooth-gray finish . Uses standard 15 vo lt flash 
battery (not inc luded). Suppl ied complete with flash 
cord and pocket zip case. 

Cat. No. 11905 [1 87-97 ] [4MI97-17] ........... . 11.95 

Cat. No. 1190b Counte r Display with 
12 Five-Shooters [1471-64] 

BALDA V.P. FLASH - .Vest-pocket size B/C Flash Unit 

Tin y 11/2-ounce flash unit that fits sn ugly into accessory 
shoe of any camera, measures only 1112 x 2 x II/s". Uses 
AG-I flash lamp in 1112" silvered aluminum reflector 
fo r strong and even light distribution. 9-in ch flash con
nector cord is reeled behind the reflector when not in 
use. Battery capacitor insures accurate synchronization, 
saves battery life. Powered by standard 15 volt flash 
battery (not included). Ejector bu tton for easy bulb 
removal. Exposure guide for black-and-white and color 
films in cover. Neatly styled with round ed edges a nd 
smooth pa le gray finish . 

Cat. No. 11902 [4M783-30 ] 4.95 

Cat. No. 11907 Counte r Display with 10 VP units . 
[1429-70] [2M 1825.00 ] 

Cat. No. 11904 Eveready No. 504 battery 
[12.81] .......................................................... . 

Cat. No. 11903 Topgra;n leathe r case fo r 
Ba lda Flash; fits on shoulde r strap of cam
era and protects Flash when carried in coat 
pocket. [741-05] [3M27-94] .... ...................... .. 

May be assorted 
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