


THE CAM ERA T HAT WAS' "0 I seD V ERE 0 " 
by photographers of a great picture magazine 
The 35mm NIKON camera is without doubt the biggest postwar development in the 
camera world. Brought out without fanfare in 1949 by the Japan Optical Co., Ltd. 
(Nippon Kogaku K.K .), one of the world 's la rgest optical institutions, the NIKON was 
tried out in the course of a day 's work by LIFE photographers in Tokyo. Their conclu
sion was that it was sensational- for sharpness and detail the NIKKOR lenses were 
superior to any 35mm lenses they had previously been using. On the strength of this 
enthusiasm LIFE's home office arranged for a thorough examination of NIKON 
cameras by American experts . A series of rigid tests revealed that the average quality of 
NIKKOR lenses was much higher than that of any other 35 mm lenses made-anywhere; 
the camera itself a combination of the better components of top quality miniatures, with 
addition of innovations not as yet found in ANY other camera. As a result of these tests, 
and the enthusiasm of their photographic staff, LIFE magazine became a prime user of 
NIKON cameras, as did LOOK. The NEW YORK TIMES of December 10,1950, gave the 
new NIKON camera an extensive and complimentary write-·up in its camera section. AI-



most overnight NIKON became a sensation among 
magazine and press photographers . Millions of 
picture magazine readers have followed the war in 
Korea through the NIKKOR lenses of David 
Douglas Duncan, Carl Mydans, Hank Walker and 
other famous news photographers, and POPULAR 
PHOTOGRAPHY magazine of February, 1951 
(page 28) carries a story of NIKON's amazing 
progress since its "discovery" in 1949. The NIKON 
camera is now available throughout the United 
States in limited quantities a t leading camera stores. 

Now you can own the camera 
used by top professionals! 





N i ko n combines the important features of top quality minia ture cameras, plus many 
outstanding new ones developed by the manu facturer. Speeds are 1/500 to one ;;eco nd , with 

a ll controls except f stops on top of the camera. Easy film load ing, focal plane shutter, 

built-in synchronizer for both strobe and flash, co upled range finder, qu ickly interchanged 

lenses in Co ntax type bayonet mount-all these in a handsome rugged case make the NIKON 

today'S finest 35mm camera. (For detailed spec ifications see back page.) I ndependent 

experts have found NIKKOR lenses to be the finest 35 mm lenses made anywhere. The 
fo llowing lenses are available: 

50mm: f/ 1.4, f/ 2, f /3.5 
35mm: f/ 3.5 wide angle 

135mm: f/3 .5 telephotO 
85mm: f / 2 telephoto 

Made by Japan Optical Co., Ltd . (Nippon Kogaku K.K .), one of the world's largest 

manufacturers of optical glass and precision optical instruments, workmansh ip and mate

rials in NIKON cameras are unconditionally g;Ja ranteed. Factory guaranteed service is 

available at General Camera Repair Shop, 278 Post Street, San Francisco. 

Ask your camera dealer about NIKON cameras 



----- -
NIKKOR interchangeable coated lenses for NIKON camera 



Standard . fl3.5 50mm 
Speed fl2 50mm 

*Super Speed fl1.4 50mm 
Wide Angle fl3.5 35mm 
Telephoto fl2 85mm 

fl3 .5135mm 

Fine NIKKOR lenses are highly color 
corrected and coated, with minimum 
resolution of 750 lines per inch over 
the entire picture area, and an abso
lute minimum of aberrational fa ults. 

"The NIKKOR f/ l.4 is the fastest 
35mm lens on the market. It is a 
seven element lens and shows better 
resolution and Jess aberration than 
any similar Jens made ... anywhere. 

These lenses available also in L eira m OUllts . 

NIKON 
UNIVERSAL FINDER 

To be used with lenses of 
focal len gth other than 
50mm. Parallax adjust
ment for all NIKKOR 
interchan geable lenses . 
Extre mely bril li ant , 
erec t image. 

NIKON FLASH 
Takes midget or ~ talld

ard globes. Built-in ejec
tor. Synchron ized with 
multipl e fla s h ll sing 

standard a tta c h me nt s. 
Ca n be carried a ttached 
in casc o 



Special features of the NIKON camera 
HIGHEST PRECISION MECHANISM: Qua li ty construction 
throughout. Uocondi tiona lly guaranteed. 

COMPACT : Len~th 5)4"; width 1)4"; weight 1 lb. 8 oz . 
with f/2 50mm lens. 

CONVENIENT TO OPERATE : All opera ting parts are on top 
of camera with in fingertip ran ge. Posit ion of Jens focus ing 
wheel. shulter re lease butto n, view fi nder, ctc., have been 
carefu ll y worked out for efficient. easy handl in g. 

FOCAL PLANE SHUTTER is extreme ly smooth and Quiet: 
highly accurate, with follow ing speed ranges: 

Slow .... TTl I , 1/2, 1/4, 1/8, 1/20 
Fast 1/30, 1/40,1/60, 1/100, 1/200,1/500 

Shutter sp eed dials for these groups arc conveniently located 
one upo n the 01 he]' with t he same ax is. 

COU PLED RANG E FINDER work, on principle of superim
posed images. Extremely h igh brill ian cy, Quick, automatic 

focusing with utmost casco O ne co mmon eye pi ece fo r range 
and view finder. 

BUILT IN SYNCHRONIZER FOR BOTH FLASH AND STROBE. 

CLOSE FOCUSING : N ikon allows closer focusing than other 
35mll1 cameras. 

EASY FILM LOADING : Just remove the b"ck plate of the 
camcra casco Take up spool is buill in. 

NO DOUBLE EXPOSURES : Correct and accu ra te picture 
counting mechanism. Shutter win ding and fllm advancement 
in onc foolproof operation. 

LENSES: Intern ally coated On a ll surfaces . Front surfacc hard 
glass. All lenses highly color corrected . All N I KKOR lenses 
have a minimum resolution of 750 lines per in ch over entire 
picture area. Absolute minimum of aberrational faults. 
Available in standard 50mm: f/3.5, f/2, f/1.4. Special p ur
pose lenses (on page 6) may be interchanged in a mom ent 
with bayonet mount. 

OVERSEAS Finance & Trading Co. SO LE DISTRIBUTORS FO R NIKON CAMERAS AND NIKKOR LENSE S 

NIPPON 
KOGAK U 

TOKYO 

Merc h a nt s Exchange Building, San Fr ancisco, California . Stockho l m . Zurich Tok yo 
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