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Cananex 

Thank you for buying the Canonex. The Canonex is a lens-shutter type 

single-lens reflex EE camera newly developed for you by the Canon Camera Com

pany. 

Since it has been designed and perfected through the world-famous Canon 

quality we are confident that you will be satisfied with the new Canonex not 

only as to performance and quality, but also as to the design and reasonable 

price. 

Use your Canonex for snapping pictures at home or commemorative photo

graphs on trips. 
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Lens 

Focusing Ring 

Shutter Speed 

AUTO Mark 

Film Plane Mark 
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Accesso ry Shoe 

Photocell 

Lever 

Exposure Adjustment Knob 

Shutter Release Button 

Film Winding Lever 
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Special Features of the Canonex 
---------------------------

The Canonex is an EE type SLR camera perfected by Canon Camera on the basis of the 
various outstanding features of its wide range of cameras from 35 mm still to 8 mm cine cameras. 

Consequently, the various structural parts of the Canonex have the superior characteristics of the 
same parts in the Canonflex RM and the Canonet . 

\ 

• Small Prism The high efficiency small penta· 
prism developed for the highest quality SLR 
Canonflex RM, is used to reduce the size of the 
camera. 

• Stable EE Mechanism The EE mechanism al· 
ready familiar with you in the Canonet insures 
the appropriate exposure at all times through 
complete coupling of the exposure meter shutter 
speed, and lens aperture. 

• Wink· Fast Return System The EE mechanism 
and the quick return mirror are completely co
ordinated for an instantaneous return system in 
which the finder returns to its original brightness 
immediately after photographing. 

Despite it's being a between-the-Iens-shutter 
the aperture and shutter blades are wide open . 

• Finder with Meter Needle This needle permits 
you reading of the correct exposure, whether 
photography is by EE mechanism or by manual 
setting. It warns whether the exposure is good 
or poor 

• Accurate Focusing Split-image focusing system 
is built-in to insure speedy and accurate focusing. 

• Lens of High Resolving Power The lens is very 
sharp with good color balance. 

~ Various Canon Features Outstanding design, 
self-resetting film counter hinged back cover film 
wind safety device, and many other features. 



Canonex Specifications 

Type 
EE Mechanism 

The EE 
Working Range 
Film Sensitivity 

Shutter Speeds 
Aperture Stop 
Finder 

Mirror 
Viewfinder 
Lens 
Manual Setting . 

Fla sh Synch 
Film Winding 
Others 
Size and Weight 

35 mm single lens reflex , between·the·lens shutter EE camera . 
Automatic system which always assures the correct exposure if you face the camera 
toward the subject and press the shutter button (complete coupling of exposure 
meter shutter speed , and lens aperture). 
With ASA 100 film (DIN 21 film), from LV 7 .to LV 17 

( 12 ) ( 20 ) ( 32 

ASA 10 16 25 
40 ) ( 64 80 ) 

50 
( 125'160 ) ( 250·320 ) 

100 200 400 
D IN 11 13 15 

( 14 ) ( 16 
18 

17) ( 19·20 ) 
21 24 27 

( 2223 ) ( 2526 ) ( 12 ) 

1/500, 1/250, 1/125, 1/60, 1/30, 1/15 , plus B. 
AUTO, F 2.8, 4, 5.6, 8, 11 16 and 22, click·stop type. 
Eye·level finder using pentagonal dach prism. Wide-open aperture permits bright 
fie ld of vision. With built·in meter needle. 
Quick·return type. 
Split-image finder 
Canon Lens S 48 mm F2 .8, 3 elements in 3 co mponents , amber Spectra-Coating. 
If the lens ape rture ring is removed from the AUTO mark, photography is possible 
at any desired shutter speed and lens ape rture. 
X contact. 
By si ngle·stroke 180 0 movement of the lever 
Self· resetting film counter hinged back cover and safety devices. 
135 x 75x30 mm , 690 gra ms. 
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Canonex is designed for Beginners 

Since th e Canonex has been designed for those 
using a camera for th e first time , once you have 
lea rned what to do , it wil l be very easy to take 
pictures . 
First, fo llow the procedure of film winding and 
th en go on to actua lly taking pi ctures. 
Please read this instruction booklet carefully and 
make yourself familiar with th e worki ng of the 
various parts of your Canonex 



Winding Film and Cocking Shutter 

When the camera is not in use , always be sure 
to relea se the sh utter button. 

The number in the 
film counter l. Shutter blades close. advances 

2. Aperture is stopped down . ) 
Turn the film wind· 

3. Mirror snaps up. 
ing lever until it 4. Sh utter actuates. 
stops 

, 
' 1"r1 

i I:j: 
l. ____ J-<. .l- .· 

2 3 4 5 

If you wind the film winding lever until it stops, 
the film is advanced and the shutter is cocked. 
At the sa me time the film cou nter dial advances 
by one number 
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5. Mirror drops. 

0 6. Aperture opens up. 

7 Shutter blades open. 
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When the shutter button is pressed, the shutter 
is actuated and the film can be wound again . 
At that instant, the seven operations given above 
are carr ied out and the image in the finder is lost 
for a very brief moment. 
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Precautions 

• Fractional winding of film is not possible. 

• The shutter button cannot be pressed when the 
film is only half wound. 

• The film winding lever will not return to its 

original position unless it is completely wound. 

• The film cannot be wound with the shutter 

button pressed down. 

Operational position 

• Push the film winding lever in when it is not 
in use . 

• A cable release and self timer can be attached 
to the shutter button. 



Film Loading 

the leader of the film used 

1 The back cover will open if you pull down 
the back cover clasp . 

2 Pull out the rewind crank and insert the 
film in the magazine cha mber 

Use the standard daylight·loading type 35 mm 
film in cassette . 

.. 
• Please do not touch any part of the mirror 

or surrounding section when you open the 
back cover up. Any scratch on these parts 
might have a harmful effect upon the 
exposure mechanism 
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3 Return the rewind crank to its original po
si tion and insert the fork into the axle of 
the cassette . 

, I r~: c,,"' ' L-__ T_a_k ... e~_UI~p_-S.,;P;...O .... OI 
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Sprocket 

Turn the roulette of the spool in the arrow 
direction so that the film is wound twice 
around the film take·up·spool. 

Pro; 

4 Bend the 2 9f the perforated holes of the 
film leader and insert it into the groove of 
the film take·up·spool. 

• When the groove is hidden, turn the roulette 
of the sprocket so that the groove will co me 
to the desired position . 

Film Take·up·Spool 

6 Tal\e care that the film perforations are 
securely engaged with the projections of th e 
sprocket. Close the back cover carefully. 
The back cover locks completely by just 
pressing down . 



7 Turn the rewind crank in the arrow direc· 
tion until there is a sl ight resistance. This 
will take up any slack in the film . 

® 
I 

9 Wind the film winding lever and press the 
shutter ralea se button twicE . 

8 When you close the back cover the film 
counter will show "s" (start) 

® 

1 0 When you wind the f ilm for the third time , 
your preparations for taking pictures have 
been completed and the film counter will 
automatically point to " 1. " 
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Preparations for EE Photography 

• The film speed is clearly noted on the film box 
or explanatory sheet. For example , the speed of 
Kodachrome II is ASA 25, that of Ektachrome E is 
32, Kodachrome X, 64 and Ektachrome EH, 160. 

After you have loaded the film , please take 
the following steps. If you do not take these 
steps, proper EE photography will not be obtained . 

1 SETTING THE AUTO MARK 
Turn the aperture ring so that the AUTO 
mark matches the index line. 

• On the lens aperture ring there are aperture 
stops from 2.8 to 22 besides AUTO, but these 
have no connection with EE photography. 

2 ADJUSTING THE FILM SENSITIVITY 
While pressing the film sensitiv ity lever with 
a finger turn it until the dial indicates the 
speed of the fi lm used . 

• The lever is set on a "click" stops. 
• The film speed or sensitivity 

(11 ) (l0 ) (32· 40 ) (1) 4 80 ) ( US·lbO ) (150.320 ) 
ASA 10 16 25 50 100 200 400 
DIN 1 I . 13 • 15· . 18· . 21 • • 24 · • 27 

( 12 ) (14 ) (1617 ) ( 1920 ) 22· 13 ) (2 526 ) 



3 TURN THE ENTIRE SHUTTER SPEED RING 
so that the film speed indica'tor lever 
matches one of the simple exposure marks
su nny, cloudy or indoor 

• When adjusting to the si mple exposure mark, 
do not touch the film speed indicator lever 
but turn the entire shutter speed ring, 

Turn the Film Speed 
Indicator Lever 

• On the shutter speed dial you will find 1/500 , 
1/250 , 1/ 125, 1/60 , 1/30 , 1/15 and B, 

• There is a safety device attached to the B 
stop, 
If you turn the sh utter ring, you ca n go only 

• This setti ng can be approximate set when the 
shutter speed ring stops at a click stop, 
In this case, the sh utter speed is as shown on 
the shutter speed dial on the top of the shutter 
ring, 

___ ..... Turn the entire shutter seed ring 

as far as 1/ 15 and it is impossible to set to 
the B stop , Please refer to Page 21. 

• Never set the shutter speed dial at a position 
halfway between two film speeds, 
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How to Hold the Canonex 

The camera can be in the positions shown 
in the photographs depending on whether 
you are taking vertical or horizontal pictures. 
While looking through the finder , focus and 
decide the composition of your picture and 
then press the shutter button . 
At this time, the following points are 
particularly important 

• Grasp the camera as firmly as possible 
with your both hands. 

• Steady the camera against either your 
cheek or forehead . 

• When taking a horizontal picture , have 
both elbows tight against the body. 
When taking a vert ical picture, have at 
least one elbow tight against the body. 

Pressing the shutter button roughly will 
shake the camera and result in blurred 
pictures. 
It is advisable to use a tripod and a cable 
release . Th is is particularly recommended 
when shooting at speeds slower than 1/30 
sec. 
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Electric Eye Photography 

2 FOCUSI NG 
Adjust the lens to the distance from the 
su bject bei ng photogra phed. 
Turn the focus ing ring with your f inger pres
sed on the knob. The lens is out of focus 
if the upper and lower parts of the image 

When all the prepa rati?ns for EE photography have 
been completed , now you are ready to take pic
tu res at any time . 
First , remove the lens cap. 

1 WIND THE FILM WINDING LEVER. 

within the circle in the finder are not in line 
with each other The subject is in focus if the 
two parts f it each other perfectly. 

• When focusing on the focusing glass surface 
without using the split image method , use the 
part of the glass outside the circle. 



3 DECIDE THE COMPOSITION OF YOUR PIQTURE. 
Because the new Canonex is a single· lens 
reflex camera , what you see through the 
finder is what you will get on the film . 
You are absolutely free from parallax errors. 

4 CHECK THE METER NEEDLE. 
Look at the meter needle before pressing 
the shutter button . If the needle indicates 
correct exposure when the camera is faced 

5 

toward the subject , press the shutter button . 
You will have a beautiful correctly exposed 
negative. 

PRESS THE SHUTTER BUTTON. 
After you have taken the picture, you can 
wind the film for the next exposure . 

Distance 
Scale 

• The distance scale shows the distance , but this 
can be disregarded except for flash photography. 

• Even if the needle does not indicate the correct 
exposure, the shutter button can be pressed. 

• The meter needle stops when the shutter but· 
ton is pressed . 

17 



EE Photography and 
Changing Shutter Speeds 

Under exposure mark 
Turn .t~h·tlt-4lr ring 
in the("r~re\tion . 

Correct Ape~c~es 
N edle 

Over exposure mark 
Turn the sh utter ring 
in the arrow direction . 
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Never turn the shutter speed ring or lens 
aperture ring while pressing on the shutter 
button. 
If you do so, there might be a possibility of 
doing a serious damage to t he EE mechan ism . 

1 

2 

3 

The number see n i~ . the lower right part of 
the finder is the F-stop which is set for 
EE photography. If the needle is pointing 
to any of these numbers, the exposure is 
correct. 

The red marks in the upper right and lower 
right corners are warning marks for under 
exposure or over exposure. When the needle 
is at either of these marks, yo u must change 
the shutter speed . If the needle is at the 
top red mark , you must turn the shutter 
ring to the left. If it is at the bottom mark , 
you must turn the shutter ring to the right. 

When you photograph dark subiect at the slower shutter 
speed such as 1/ 30 or 1/ 15 sec. using the high film 
speed such as ASA 200 or 400 , even if the meter needle 
shows correct exposu re, you may not expect fruitful 
result. Warning above possible situation, high film 
speeds over 160 is calibrated in red. 

If the needle does not move out of the red 
mark even if th e shutter ring is turned , it 
means that EE photography is impossib le. 



Manual Setting and Flash Photography 

If the aperture ring is turned and the AUTO 
mark is taken off the index line, the EE mechanism is 
automatically removed and the exposure can be 
set manually This means that free combinations 
of lens aperture and shutter speed are now possible . 
Manual setting of exposure is used for f lash 

Remove AUTO mark from the ndex 

photography and B (bu lb) exposure. 
Film winding and other operations are exactly 
the same as in EE photography 
The needle in the finder operates even with 
manual setti ng of the exposure and that is help· 
ful in setting the correct exposure . 
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When the subject is dark and the needle in 
the finder is at the under exposure mark , change 
over from EE photography to flash photography. 

In flash photography, 
the exposure is decided 
by the guide number of 
the flash bulb . Conse
quently the EE mecha
nism should be discon
nected and the aperture 
must be set manually . 

1 
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Attach the Flash Qu int or Flash Unit J-3 
to the accessory shoe and connect the 
cord to the flash socket. 

• Besides M and F flash bulbs , speedlight 
(electronic flash) can be used . 

2 Deciding the exposure. 
The apertu'~e is calculated by dividing the 
flash bulb guide number by the distance. 

Consequently, focus first and find the photo
graphing distance. Then, set the aperture 
on the aperture ring calculated accord ing to 
the following formula 

Guide Number 
Aperture = Distance 

• The Canonex has a flash circuit with an X 
contact with the following synchronization 

scope 

Flash Bulb Synchronization 
Scope 

M 

F 

11/30, 1/15 

11/60, 1/30, 1/15 
-I 

Speedlight All shutter speeds 



Bulb Exposure 

Remove AUTO Mark 

B Setti ng Lever 

1 Tu rn the aperture ring and remove the 
AUTO mark so that the exposure can be set 
manually . 

2 While pressing down on the B sett ing lever 
turn the shutter ring and set to the B mark. 

When B exposure is made, the shutter is open 
as long as the sh utter button is pressed. When 
the finger is removed, the shutter closes. 
Consequently , the exposure time can be freely 
adjusted. B exposure is used for photographing 
fireworks, night sce nes, and stars . 

• Since the exposure will be for a long time , 
use a tripod and a cable relea se to prevent 
the camera from moving. 

• For particularly long exposures, it is conven ient 
to use a release with a lock. 

• Th e B setting lever also serves as a safety 
device for the EE mechanism and cannot be used 
for anyth ing other than B mark setting. If 
the sh utter ring is turned from B in the direc· 
tion of 1/ 15, the B setting lever jumps out 
and returns to its original position. 

3 Wi nd the film. When the shutter button is 
pressed, exposure wi ll continue until the 
button is released. 
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Film Rewinding 

I~ 
1 Press the film rewinding release button on 

the bottom of the camera . 

2 
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Raise the rewind cra nk and turn in the 
arrow direction . If the film has been 
rewound completely there will be no re
sistance, so stop rewinding. 

Since the film wi nds onto the film take-up 
spool wi thout any coveYing, when you have com 
pleted shootin g the roll of film , it must be re
wound back into the cassette. But, take care 
not to rew ind the film complete ly into the cas
sette . 

When rewinding you will feel a slight res ist
ance as you come to the end of the film . At 
this point you should stop rewinding and re move 
the film accordingly 

• When you rea ch the end of the film while you 
are half-way through winding the film, the film 
winding lever will be stopped half-way . In such 
a case, if you wind the lever fully until it 
stops whi le pressing the rewind button , the 
lever wi ll return to its original position . 

3 
4 

Pull down the back cover clasp and open 
the back cover 

Pull out the rew ind crank fully and remove 
the film from the camera . 



How to use Filters 

Filters have different effects on black·and·white 
and color film. Under condition of over exposure, 
ND filters are used to adjust the exposure . 

• Filters have exposure multiples depending on 
their colors and types . Consequently when 
photographing with filters , the exposure must 
be greater to the extent of the exposure 
multiple of the filter used. 

1 Divide the film sensitivity by the exposure 
factor 

2 Adjust the film sensitivity (speed) to this 
value. 

Adjustment Method (1 ) (For changing the film 
sensitivity) 

• Example If the film sensitivity is ASA 100 
and the filter factor is 2, then it is 100..;-
2 = 50. The sensitivity must be adjusted 
to ASA 50. 

• The steps after this are the same as for EE 
photography . 
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Adjustment Method (2) (Fo r ch anging the 
exposure) 
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Lens Filte r Exposu re the 

1+ 
needle in the 
finder points 

---.Fll 

• For example, the exposure is in a multiple 
relation, so that if the filter factor is 2, 
open the lens one stop . If the filter factor 
is 4, open the lens two stops . 
For instance, if the needle in the finder 
says F 11 and a filter with a multiple of 2 

1 
2 

Find the correct exposure from the meter 
needle inside the finder 

Remove th e aperture ring fro m the AUTO 
ma rk and se t to the exposure calculated 
th rough division by the filter factor 

Filter Factor Correct Exposure 

2 F8 
3 F5.6 
is used, set the exposure to F 8. If the 
multiple is 3, set the exposure halfway 
between F 8 and F 5.6. 

. In this case , the picture is ta ke n with manual 
setting. 



Filters (40 mm screw-in type) 

Type 

UV (SL39· 3C) 

Yl (SY44·2C) 
Y3 (SY50· 2C) 

01 (S056· 2C) 

Rl (SR60· 2C) 

Gl (MG55 C) 

NO 4 
NO 8 

Color Conversion 
A 
Color Conversion 
B 
Skylight 

Filter 
Factor 

I x 

1.5 x 
2x 

3 x 

6 x 

3 x 

4 x 
8 x 

2 x 

3 x 

I x 

Effects 

Absorbs only the ultra violet rays and does not affect other color rays. 
Most effective at beaches and on mountains where there is strong 
ultra violet rays. Recommended for constant use in color photography. 
Used for black-and-white photography in order to provide strong contrasts. 
It tones down the color of the sea and the blue sky to bring out the 
white clouds. Red and yellow are made slightly brighter 
Blue is made darker while yellow and red are made brighter than they 
actually are. It provides stronger contrast and is particularly good for 
taking shots of far-away scenery . 
Stresses contrast, and in certain cases , makes a picture taken in the 
daytime look like a night shot. It can be used with infra· red film . 
Prevents red from appearing as white in the finished picture . Makes the 
sky and face brighter Faithfully reproduces the green of plant leaves. 
NO 4 and NO 8 reduce the light volume by four times and eight times, 
respectively. There is no effect whatsoever on the reproduction of 
colors and light in color photography. 
This is a filter for color photography used for converting the color tern · 
perature when photographing under sunlight with tungsten type film. 
This is a color temperature conversion filter for photographing with 
daylight type film under artificial light. 
For a color film used under the clear sky, it reduces excessive blues. Also 
good for black·and·white film . 
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Simple Exposure Marks 

Focusing Adjustment Knob 

Film Speed Setting Lever --___ ~ 

DIN Sensitivity Scale .----- --

ASA Sensitivity Scale 
Film Rewinding Release Button 

Fi nder Eyepiece 

Tripod Socket 
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Accessories 

• Flash Quint: Five bulbs can be flashed continuously. 
• Flash Unit J·3 Unit for ba;eless bulbs, PH and AG 

socket built· in type. 

• Canon Release Call·metal) For long exposures and 

• Self timer 6 

for prevention of camera move· 
ment when taking pictures . 

Use for commemorative pictures 
with yourself in the picture. 

• Waist·Level Viewer: Convenient for reproduction 
and photography from a low posi· 
tion . Insert it into the finder 

part for use. 

• Eyesight Adjustment Eyepiece Adapter Four kinds 

27 

of eyepiece adapter with dioptry 
of + 1.5, 0, - 2.5, - 4 can be 
available with the Canonex . 

--------------~~ 



CANON CAMERA CO., INC. 
3, Ginza 5-chome, Chuoku, Tokyo, Japan 

CANON U.S. BRANCH 
554 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10036, U.S.A. 

CANON S.A. GENEVE 
1 Rue de Hesse, Geneva , Swi tzer land 

CANON LATIN AMERICA 
Apar tado 70 22 , Via Espana 120, Panama , R.P 
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